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Linn Energy Russell Turner Water Station Closure Report March 3, 2015 
 

Russell Turner Water Station 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
Linn Energy (Linn) has retained Diversified Field Service, Inc. (DFSI) to address environmental 
issues for the site detailed herein. 
 
The site is located east of Loco Hills, NM, in Eddy County.  The site leak resulted from the 
plunger on the triplex pump breaking off, causing water to shoot out. The swamp pump inside 
the water station sucked all water and pumped into the fiberglass swamp tank, causing it to 
overfill and spill over.  The release of fluids covered an approximate area of 2,961 sq. ft., all 
inside the dike. An initial form C-141 was submitted to the NMOCD on June 12, 2014 (Appendix 
I). 

2 SITE ACTIVITIES 
On June 9, 2014, DFSI personnel visited the site to map the affected area. It was determined 
that sampling would not be needed because the spill happened in a lined facility.  
 
On September 26, 2014, DFSI personnel visited the site to begin excavation. DFSI personnel 
returned on September 29, and on October 7 to hand-dig out the area to 1’ below ground 
surface (bgs).  
 
Visually impacted soils were excavated throughout the entire leak area and removed to a 
NMOCD approved disposal facility.  
 
On October 10, pea gravel was brought in to backfill the excavated area. Photographs of site 
activities can be viewed in Appendix II.   
 

3 CONCLUSION 
According to the U.S. Geological Survey and the NM Office of the State Engineer, depth to 
groundwater in the area averages greater than 236 ft. bgs.  
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Appendix I 
INITIAL C-141 
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Appendix II 
SITE PHOTOS 
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Linn Energy Russell Turner Water Station (Turner B 12) 
Unit Letter L, Section 20, T17S R31E 

    

 

                                        

                    Impacted area inside berm 06/09/14                                                                                    Site after fluid recovery 06/09/14 

                           Sign marking location 06/09/14 

 

 

  

Source of leak 06/09/14 

 

 



Linn Energy Russell Turner Water Station (Turner B 12) 
Unit Letter L, Section 20, T17S R31E 

    

        Digging out contaminated soil, hauling 09/29/14     Hand-digging contaminated area 09/29/14 

    

         Area fully excavated before backfill 10/07/14      Area fully excavated before backfill 10/07/14 



Linn Energy Russell Turner Water Station (Turner B 12) 
Unit Letter L, Section 20, T17S R31E 

    

            Site with backfill completed 10/10/14      Site with backfill completed 10/10/14 
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SITE MAP 
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