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CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
RE: The Oil Conservation Division (OCD) has approved the application, Application ID: 41714, for
incident ID nAPP2035543036.
 
Mr. Bratcher,
 
SMA prepared a deferral request on behalf of Marathon that was submitted in February 2021.
NMOCD issued a denial of the deferral request on July 20, 2021. SMA prepared a workplan on behalf
of Marathon for in-situ remediation that was submitted to NMOCD on August 11, 2021. On
November 19, 2021, NMOCD approved the work plan with conditions of in-situ remediation and
sampling within 90 days of the OCD approval.
 
Mr. Bratcher, my concern is that the approved n-situ remediation plan prepared for Marathon is
based on weather conditions allowing for the success of microbials to remediate the soil. With the
work plan being approved on November 19, 2021, the temperature window for successful treatment
using the proposed method, is not optimal at this time. Soil Rx is successful when applied in the
temperature range of 40°-98°F. Temperatures above or below that range, are detrimental to the
microbials and can cause microbial death.
 
Based upon the 90-days to conduct the approved workplan, the temperature during this time is not
conducive to the success of the microbials remediating the soil. Marathon understands that it is
normal procedure to conduct work within the approved time frame. However, based on when the
work plan was submitted, August 11, 2021, and when approval was received, November 19, 2021,
would NMOCD be willing to approve an extension that would allow for proper in-situ remediation to
occur within the temperature range of 40°-98°F? In SMA’s opinion, conducting the approved in-situ
remediation will not be successful during the approved timeframe and place unnecessary financial
burden on Marathon.
 
Mr. Bratcher, as you know, some of these details are better discussed via telephone discussion.
Would you be available to discuss what potential options are to address this situation as quickly as
possible?
 
Thanks,
Ashley Maxwell
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Notice of Confidentiality and Privileged Status: This electronic mail message, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and/or privileged information or otherwise may be protected from disclosure. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, distribution or actions which rely on the contents of this
information is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete the message and any attachment(s) from your system. 
 
Statement on Viruses and Harmful Software:  While the message and attachment(s) have been scanned with anti-virus software, SMA does not guarantee that this message or any
attachment(s) is free of computer viruses or other harmful software.  SMA does not accept liability for any damages caused by any computer virus or other harmful software transmitted
herewith.   
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