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GENERAL REQUIREMLNTS FOR
PERMANENT ABANDONMENT OF WELLS ON FEDERAL LEASES
FARMINGTON DISTRICT '

1. Secure prior approval before changing the approved plugging program.

2. Plugging equipment used shall have separate mixing and displacement pumps and a
calibrated tank to assure proper displacement of plugs.

3. A proper tank or pit will be used to contain all fluids pumped from the well
during plugging operations.

4. A1l cement plugs are to be placed through tubing (or drillpipe) and shall be
a minimum of 72 sacks or 100 feet in length, whichever is greater.

5. Any cement plug placed when well is not full of fluid, or when well may be tak-
ing fluid, will be Touched after cement has set to verify proper locaticn.

6. Mud must be placed between plugs. Minimum consistency of plugging mud must be
9.2 1bs/gal. Brine is to be utilized for mixing mud where possible.

7. Within 15 days after plugging work is completed, file Subsequent Report of
Abandonment, form 9-331, in quintuplicate with District Supervisor, U.5.G.5.,
Drawer 600, Farmington, New Mexico 87429-00600. The report should give in
detail the manner in which the plugging work was carried out, the extent (by
depths) of cement plugs placed, and the size and Tocation (by depths) of casing
left in the well. Show date well was plugged.

8. A1l permanently abandoned wells are to be marked with a permanent monument, on
which has been stenciled or beaded the well name, well number, and well loca-
tion by quarter-quarter, section, township, and range. The monument is to be
of steel pipe, not less than four inches in diameter, cemented permanently in
the ground, and extending four feet above general ground level. The top should
be closed with a screw cap, welding, or a cement plug.
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9. After plufging work is completed:

a. Fill all pits,’rat hole and cellar.
b. Clean well location of all equipment, concrete bases, pipe, junk and

trash.

c. Cut or remove tie downs.

d. If last well on lease, and no additional drilling is contemplated, fill
tank battery pits, remove battery equipment, and clean and Tevel battery

location.
e. Accomplish surface restoration as specified by the surface management

agency or land owner.

A1l above are minimum requirements. The Subsequent Report of Abandonment will not
be approved and the period of 1iability under the bond of record terminated until

the lease is inspected and surface work approved.

Please advise this office when the well location is ready for final inspection.
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