STATE OF NEW MEXICO COUNTY QF SAN JUAN

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

NEW MEXICO OIL COHNSERVATIOH

COMMISSION, ;
Plaintiff, ;

vs, ; Ho.

HODL REYNOLDS, ;
Defandant. g

Plaintiff states that:

I.

Plaintiff New Mexico 0il Conservation Commission is a duly
organized agency of the State of New Mexico (hereinafter, “the
Commission®); Defendant Woel Reynolds is a residont of Flora
Vista, San Juan County, lew Mexico.

IX.

Defendant Noel Reynolds is the owner and operator of tae
Torreon Water Well No. 1 located in the NwW/4 SE/4 of Ssction 21,
Township 16 north, Range 3 West, N.M,P.M., Sandoval County, New
Mexico.

III,

On September 28 and October 12, 1377, Commission examiner
hearings were called to permit Defendant to appear and show cause
why the above-described well should not be plugged and abandoned
in accordance with a Cormission~approved plugging program.

Iv.

Defendant received notice of and appeared at said hearings,
Ve

On November 1, 1977, the Commission issued ites Order to.

R=5566 requiring Defendant Noel Reynolds ﬁb plug and abandon
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said well on or before December 31, 1977, or return the well to
approved active drilling status or place the well on production.
A copy of said Order is attached hereto as Exhibit A and by this
reference is incorporated.

Vi,

By letter dated December 21, 1977, the deadline for compli-
ance with Order No. R~5566 was axtended by the Commission to
January 31, 1978. A copy of said letter is attached hereto as
Exhibit B and by this reference is incorporated,

ViI.
Defendant has failed to comply with the terms of sald Order.
VIII.

The State of New lMexico legislature has charged the Commis=-
sion with the duties of conservation of oil and gas, the
prevention of contamination of fresh water, and requiring dry
or abandoned wells to be plugged in such a way as to confine
crude petroleum oil, natural gas or water in the strata in
which they are found,

IX.

The failure of befendant to plug said well posaes a potantial

threat to fresh water and could lead to the waste of hydrocarbons.
X

Rula 204 of the Cormission Rules and Regulations provides
that "the owner of any well drilled for oil or gas, or any
seismic, core or other exploratory holes, whether cased or
uncased, shall be responsible for the plugging thereof.®

XI.

Sections 65-3-24 and 65-3-27, N,M.S.P. 1953 Compilation,

provide that an action may e instituted by the Cormmission to

recover a penalty of not to exceed $1,000 a day for each and




every violation of its rules, regulations or orders.

WHEREFORE, Plaintliff asks the Court:

1. For judgment against Defendant in an amount not to
excead $1,000 for each day from January 31, 1878, until tne
date of judgment, said amount to be paid intoc the State Treasury
as provided for in Article XIX, Section 4, of the Constitution
of the State of New Mexico.

2., For such further relief as the Court deems just and
proper.

TONEY AXAYA
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Tyni Testicnds,
By
TLYHN TEBCHENDORE
Assistant Attorney General
Kew Mexico 0il Conservation
Commisgion
P, 0. Box 2088
Santa Fa, Hew Moxico B7501




BEFOLKI DIl OIL CONSIRVATION COMISSION

OF Wil SURLL OF N0 MEXICO

IN THL YVATTCR OF Til HLARING
CALLID BY Tii OIL CONSEDRVATION
COMMISSTIOW OF NuW MiZXICO FOR
THE PURPOSE O COUSIDBHIING:

' CASE NO. 6053
Order No. R=5566

Iii THD MATTER OF TIE HUARING CALLLD DY ‘T OIL CONSERVATION
COIMISSION 04 ITS OJi HOWIOW TO PEZRIMIT NOLL REY!OLDS AWD ALL
OTHER INTERLSTED PARYTILS TO APPEAR AND SHOW CAUSE WY THE
TORREON WATLR VLLL 10, 1, SANDOVAL COUGHWY, NEW HMEXICO, SHOULD
NOT DL PLUGGLD AND ABANDOJED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMMISSION-
APPROVED PLUGGING PKOGRAI!M,

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

BY THII COMMIGSION:

This cause came on for hearing at 9 a.m. on October 12, 1977,
at Santa Fe, ilew !lexico, before Lxaminer Richard L. Stanets.

Lo, on this__ 1st day of Wovember, 1977, the Cormission,
a quorum being present, having considered the testimony, the
record, and the recommendations of the Ixaniner, and being
fully advised in the prenises,

FINDS:

(1) That due public notice having been given as required
by law, the Commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the
subject matter thereof.

(2) That Noel Reynolds is the owner and operator of the
Yorreon Water Well No. 1, located in Unit J of Section 21,
Township 18 North, Range 3 West, NMPM, Sandoval County, New
Hexico.

(3) That in order to prevent waste and protect correlative
rights said Torreon Water Well o. 1 snhould be plugged and
abandoned in accordance witii a program approved by the Aztec
District Office of the New Mexico 0il Conservation Commission
on or before December 31, 1977, or the well should be returned
to active drilling status or placed on production.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDEREDS

(1) That loel Revnolds is hereby ordered to rlug and
abandon the Torreon Water Well lo. 1, located in Unit J of
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Case llo. 6053
Ordor 1Hoe 1=55606

Saection 21, Township 18 llorth, Range 3 West, NPM, Sandoval
County, lew Mexico, on or before Decerber 3L, 1977, or return
the well to avproved active drilling status or place the

wall on prqduction.

{(2) That loel Reynolds, prior to plugging and abandoning
the above=~described well, shall obtain from the Aztec office
of the Cormission, a Commission-approved program for said
plugging and abandoning, and shall notify said Aztec office
of thec date and hour said work is to be conrnmenced whereupon
the Commission may, at its option, witness such work.

(3) That jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the
entry of such furtiaer orders as the Comnission may deem
necessary.

DONE at Santa Fe, Wew Mexico, on the day and year herein-
above designated.

x

STATE OF NIW MEXICO
OIL CONSERVATION COIUMISSION

dr/



S GiL CONSLERVATION COMMISSION

Vs
;‘ " o \: STATE OF NEW MEXICO
/’J/."':‘" e \“: 1000 RIO BRAZOS RD. - AZTEC
e 87410
DIRECTOR LAND COMMISSIONER STATE GEOLOGIST
) UCERO EMERY C. ARNOLD
JOE D. RAMEY PHILR. L
December 21, 1977 ;
| S CegT
Mr. Noel Reynolds - H
107 Northwest Energy Building N g )
Farmington, New Mexico 87401 , - RSP

Re: Order R-5566
Dear Mr. Reynolds:

Your request for additional time to-comply with the captioned
order has been considered,

It is my opinion that ample time was granted in the order
considering that the case was first heard October 13, I976, and
heard again September 28, 1977.

Because of the lack of rig availability, | will grant an
extension to January 31, 1978, at which time | expect compliance
with the subject order.

Yours very truly,

~ .
/fi;) of ‘,7 e 7
Cﬁa?/./ ébﬁéggfé’dc c
A. R, Kendkjck
w\\\\\\ Supervisor, District #3
xc w/copy of letter: “0,C,C,, Santa Fe
U.$.6,5., Durango .
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