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The NEBU #463 Fruitland coal well is a 7" casing top set, open hole
type of completion. This Sundry is to advise the BLM of a change
in plans and subsequent report about the 9-5/8" surface casing.

The onshore drilling plan proposed in this well's APD was for the
9-5/8" casing to be set at a depth of 600'. However, Blackwood &
Nichols made a mistake and only set the 9-5/8" surface casing at
302'. Following are the details of the 9-5/8" cementing, drilling,
and 7" cementing operations. All these activities were normal and
sizable volumes of cement were circulated to the surface.
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The 9-5/8" casing job circulated 22 Bbls (123 cf) of good cement.
Drilling operation from the 9-5/8" casing shoe to TD experienced
no problems. It took 35 hours to drill 2914' of 8-3/4" hole and
there was no lost circulation. The centralized 7" casing was
reciprocated during the cementing job and 36 Bbls (202 cf) of good
cement was circulated back to surface. The 7" casing was set above
all hydrocarbon-bearing zones at 2914°'.

Blackwood & Nichols' proposal to run 600' of 9-5/8" casing was to
minimize the chance of loss of circulation during the 8-3/4"
drilling operation since this well is somewhat close to the edge
of a bench. We regret this error but feel the 9-5/8" casing
setting depth has not compromised the well design.

Currently the well is waiting on completion unit.



