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Mr. William LeMay DIST. 3
New Mexico 0il Conservation Division

P. O. Box 2088

Sante Fe, New Mexico 87504

Re: NEBU #461 Fruitland Coal Well
1830' FSL, 830' FEL
Section 12, T30N, R8W
San Juan County, New Mexico
Request for administrative approval
1. Non-standard surface location and
2. directionally deviated well bore

Dear Mr. LeMay:

Blackwood & Nichols requests administrative approval of an
exception to the footage requirements of Rule 7, R-8768 for the
surface location of the referenced well. Administrative approval
is also requested, as allowed in Rule 9, R-8768, for a
directionally deviated wellbore which would bottom within the
proposed proration Unit boundaries. Case #10050 presently before
the NMOCD regards the formation of a non-standard gas proration
unit for the referenced well.

The NEBU #461 was originally staked in the Navajo Marina Campground
Area in which the open hole completion technique is not allowed.
Throughout the NEBU, the open hole completion technique has
resulted in well gauges a minimum of ten times greater than gauges
from conventionally completed coal wells.

To effectively drain the proration unit and achieve the maximum
production rate from the wellbore it is proposed to move the
surface location out of the campground and directionally drill the
well.

The well plan for the NEBU #461 is to set 10-3/4" surface at 300
feet and at approximately 360 feet start a directional wellbore at
an angle build rate of approximately 7°/100 due East to a total
angle of approximately 47°. The 47° angle will be held for a
sufficient distance to allow a 3°/100 foot drop angle to return the
well to vertical just above the uppermost Fruitland Coal stringer.
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The bottom of the hole will have a 1670 foot horizontal
displacement and a true vertical depth of 2934°'.

Seven and five eighths inch, 29.70#/foot casing will be run to TD
and cemented back to surface. The drilling rig will then be moved
off and a completion rig moved on.

The completion rig will drill through the coal and complete the
well using the open hole completion method. A 5-1/2 inch pre-
perforated and plugged liner will be run through the coal section.
However if hole conditions dictate the liner may not be run and the
well produced from the open hole.

A well bore of this design will allow an increased drainage radius
and also allow an open hole completion of an area underlying
sensitive surface restrictions (New Mexico State Parks
campgrounds) .

The bottom of the well will be displaced approximately 1670 feet
East of the surface location and fall within the proposed proration
unit at 1376' (+ 100'), FSL, 840' (+ 100'), FWL in Section 7, T30N,
R7W. The bottom of the well is planned to be orthodox and this
bottom hole location would provide the best drainage for this area
of the NEBU.

Please review this request and if you have any questions please
contact our Operations Engineer, Al Rector at (303) 247-0728. Your
prompt attention to this application is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
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Roy W. Williams
Administrative Manager
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