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(11)  No evidence has been introduced indicating that these wells should not be
ordered plugged other than statements that buyers are being sought. Such statements were
made at and prior to the Division hearing held on May 2, 1996, and the Division order
considered those statements and imposed a deadline of August 15, 1996 for interested
parties to plug these wells or bring them back into producing status. The current operator
has been given more than sufficient time to Plug the wells or find a buyer.

(12)  The purpose of de novo hearings in plugging cases (and in all cases) before
the Commission is to reexamine the evidence introduced at the Division level and not to
“buy time” to find buyers for wells. Such arrangements for additional time should be made
with the Division, which is but “authorized” pursuant to Division plugging orders to
commence plugging operations once the deadline in the order has passed.

(13) At this time, the Division seeks an order dismissing this case, thereby

- reinstating the effectiveness of Order Nos. R-8210-C and R-8405-A and allowing the
" Division to plug these wells.

(1) This case is dismissed.

(2)  The provisions of Division Order Nos. R-8210-C and R-8405-A shall
therefore be effective.

(3)  Jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the entry of such further orders as
the Commission may deem necessary.
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DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year hereinabove designated.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
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JAMI BAILEY, Member 7




