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September 25, 2017 
 
Olivia Yu 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
Oil Conservation Division, District 1 
1625 French Drive 
Hobbs, NM 88240 
 
Amber Groves 
Hobbs Field Office 
New Mexico State Land Office  
2827 N. Dal Paso St., Suite 117 
Hobbs, New Mexico 88240 
 
Re: Delineation Plan and Remediation Strategy 
      Alpha Gathering A-2 Main (1RP-4813) 
      GPS: N 32.355942 W 103.468296 
      Unit Letter “P”, Section 28, Township 22 South, Range 34 East 
      Lea County, New Mexico 
         
Dear Ms. Yu and Ms. Groves, 
 
TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) has prepared the following “Delineation Plan” and 
“Remediation Strategy” on behalf of Plains Pipeline, L.P. (Plains), in regard to the Alpha Gathering A-2 
Main crude oil release site (1RP-4813). The release site is located approximately eighteen (18) miles 
southeast of Eunice in Lea County, New Mexico, in Unit Letter “P”, Section 28, Township 22 South, 
Range 34 East. The GPS coordinates for the site are N 32.355942º and W 103.468296. The affected 
property is owned by the State of New Mexico and administered by the New Mexico State Land Office 
(NMSLO).  
 
On September 8, 2017, a release was discovered on the LACT Unit at COG Operating’s Smalls Federal 
#001H production facility. The release was attributed to the top plate on a PD pump coming loose, 
resulting in a release of approximately twelve (12) barrels (bbls) of crude oil. During initial response 
activities, approximately ten (10) bbls of crude oil were recovered and saturated soils were excavated by 
hand and stockpiled on-site atop a polyurethane liner. The release affected an area on the caliche well 
pad measuring approximately 1,500 sq. ft.; a majority of the release was confined to within the earthen 
containment. 
 
A reference map utilized by the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD) indicated 
groundwater should be encountered at approximately one hundred twenty-five (125) ft. below ground 
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NMOCD approves of the proposed delineation plan for 1RP-4813. Permissible chloride levels in delineation and remediation soil samples is 600 mg/kg.
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Attachments:   Figure 1 – Site Location Map 
 Figure 2 – Site & Sample Map 
 Release Notification and Corrective Action (Form C-141) 
 
 
cc: Camille Bryant 
 Plains Pipeline, L.P. 
 577 US Highway 385 North 
 Seminole, TX 79360 
 
 
 File 
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