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SELF-AFFIRMED STATEMENT 
OF JOSH MORIAN 

1. I am employed by Burk Royalty Co., Ltd., who is the partial owner of, and Operator

 

on behalf of, High Plains Natural Resources, LLC  (“High Plains”), as  a Landman. High Plains is

the successor in interest to Steward Energy II, LLC (“Steward”). I  am over 18 years of age, have 

personal  knowledge  of  the  matters  addressed  herein,  and  am  competent  to  provide  this  Self-

Affirmed  Statement.  I  have  not  previously  testified  before  the  New  Mexico  Oil  Conservation 

Division  (“Division”).  I  attained  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Texas  A&M  University  in 

2008 and have over 17 years of experience as a landman in the petroleum  industry. I have been a 

Certified Professional Landman through the AAPL  since 2020. A copy of my resume is attached

as  Exhibit A-1.

   2.  I am familiar with the land matters involved in the  above-referenced case. Copies

of High Plains’ application and proposed hearing notice are attached as  Exhibit A-2.

   3.  The Division entered Order No. R-22915 (“Order”) in Case No. 23578 on October

20, 2023. The Order: pooled all uncommitted interests in the San  Andres formation underlying a 

265.00-acre,  more  or  less,  standard  horizontal  spacing  unit  comprised  of  the  E/2  of  irregular 

Section 11, Township 13 South, Range 38 East, Lea County, New Mexico (“Unit”); dedicated the

Unit to the Gale Federal 2H well (“Well”); and  designated Steward Energy II, LLC as operator of

the Unit and Well. A copy of the Order is attached as  Exhibit A-3.
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4. On December 12, 2024, the Division entered Order No. R-22915-A in Case No.

24870, granting an extension of time to commence drilling operations until October 20, 2025.  A 

copy of the Extension Order is attached as Exhibit A-4.  

5. High Plains acquired Steward’s assets on March 3, 2025, with an effective date of

January 1, 2025. 

6. Since acquiring Steward’s assets, High Plains has spent a significant amount of

time reviewing Steward’s planned spacing units and determining the best way to integrate 

Steward’s development plans into High Plains’ drilling schedule. Due to High Plains’ drilling 

schedule and rig availability, an additional one (1) year extension of time to drill the Well is 

necessary. 

7. Accordingly, High Plains requests a one (1) year extension of time to complete

drilling the Well until October 20, 2026.  

8. Good cause exists for the requested extension.

9. In my opinion, the granting of High Plains’ application would protect correlative

rights, serve the interests of conservation, and prevent waste. 

10. The attached exhibits were either prepared by me or under my supervision or were

compiled from company business records. 

11. I understand this Self-Affirmed Statement will be used as written testimony in this

case.  I affirm that my testimony above is true and correct and is made under penalty of perjury 

under the laws of the State of New Mexico. My testimony is made as of the date next to my 

electronic signature below.   

__________________________ __________________________ 
Josh Morian Date 

November 19, 2025



Josh Morian, CPL 
· 903-944-9770 · josh.morian@gmail.com
· 3057 Kessler Blvd, Wichita Falls, Tx 76309

KEY COMPETENCIES 

Land Administration 
JOA Negotiation 
Lease Acquisition / Analysis 
SUA / ROW Acquisition 

Pooled Units  
Allocation wells  
Title Curative 
Landowner / Royalty Relations 

Lease / Wellbore A&D 
JIB / Revenue Decks 
Legal Descriptions (metes and 
bounds, T&R, Survey)

EXPERIENCE 

Burk Royalty Co., Ltd. Jan 2024 - Present 
Sr. Land Manager 

Responsibilities expanded to include North Texas district. 

Burk Royalty Co., Ltd. July 2015 – Jan 2024 
Land Manager 

Coordinated with Geo / Ops to plan new drill locations and acquire requisite leases, unit formation, title opinions, 
curative and SUAs.  Negotiated, drafted and closed several A&Ds of producing properties.  Responsible for 
managing all land functions to include relationships with surface and royalty owners, non-op partners, revenue 
and JIB deck creation and maintenance, drafting JOAs, sending and tracking AFEs across assigned districts of 
East Texas, West Texas and Midland Basin assets. 

Eiche, Mapes and Company, Inc. Oct 2010 – July 2015 
Contract Landman 

Negotiated SUAs for new drilling locations, access roads, electrical and water use agreements, coordinated with 
surveyors to plan, survey and acquire 30+ miles of pipeline easements / ROW in East Texas. 

Sirus Land Services, LLC    Sept 2008 – Oct 2010 
Independent Landman 

Performed title research, title curative, composed runsheets, bought leases, created and maintained leasehold 
maps for clients in Anderson, Gregg, Nacogdoches, Rusk, Smith and Shelby Counties, Texas. 

EDUCATION / CERTIFICATION 

Bachelor of Science  
Bioenvironmental Science 2008 
Texas A&M University 

Certified Professional Landman 
AAPL 2020 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

APPLICATION OF HIGH PLAINS NATURAL 

RESOURCES, LLC, TO EXTEND TIME TO COMMENCE 

DRILLING OPERATIONS UNDER ORDER NOS. 

R-22915 AND R-22915-A,

LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. CASE NO. 25711

APPLICATION 

High Plains Natural Resources, LLC (“High Plains” or “Applicant”) files this application 

with the Oil Conservation Division (“Division”) requesting a one-year extension of time to 

commence drilling operations under Order Nos. R-22915 and R-22915-A. In support of this 

application, High Plains states the following. 

1. High Plains Natural Resources, LLC is the successor in interest to Steward Energy

II, LLC (“Steward”). 

2. The Division entered Order No. R-22915 (“Order”) in Case No. 23578 on October

20, 2023. The Order: pooled all uncommitted interests in the San Andres formation underlying a 

265.00-acre, more or less, standard horizontal spacing unit comprised of the E/2 of irregular 

Section 11, Township 13 South, Range 38 East, Lea County, New Mexico (“Unit”); dedicated the 

Unit to the Gale Federal 2H well (“Well”); and designated Steward Energy II, LLC as operator of 

the Unit and Well.  

3. On December 12, 2024, the Division entered Order No. R-22915-A in Case No.

24870, granting an extension of time to commence drilling operations until October 20, 2025. 

4. Applicant’s ability to commence drilling the Well has been delayed due to High

Plain’s acquisition of Steward’s assets and the need to integrate the Unit into its drilling schedule. 
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5. Accordingly, Applicant requests that the Division extend the deadline to commence

drilling the Well until October 20, 2026. 

6. Good cause exists for the requested extension.

7. Applicant further requests that the Division designate Burk Royalty Co., LTD

(OGRID No. 3053) as operator of the Unit and Well. 

WHEREFORE, Applicant requests that this application be set for hearing before an 

Examiner of the Oil Conservation Division on November 13, 2025, and, after notice and hearing 

as required by law, the Division extend the deadline to commence drilling the Well under the Order 

until October 20, 2026, and designate Burk Royalty Co., LTD as operator of the Unit and Well. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By: /s/ Dana S. Hardy 

HARDY MCLEAN LLC 

Dana S. Hardy 

Jaclyn M. McLean 

Jaime R. Kennedy 

Yarithza Peña 

125 Lincoln Ave., Suite 223 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 

505-230-4410

dhardy@hardymclean.com

jmclean@hardymclean.com

jkennedy@hardymclean.com

ypena@hardymclean.com

ATTORNEYS FOR HIGH PLAINS

NATURAL RESOURCES, LLC 

mailto:dhardy@hardymclean.com
mailto:jmclean@hardymclean.com
mailto:jkennedy@hardymclean.com
mailto:ypena@hardymclean.com


Application of High Plains Natural Resources, LLC to Extend Time to Commence Drilling 

Operations Under Order Nos. R-22915 and R-22915-A, Lea County, New Mexico. High Plains 

Natural Resources, LLC (“Applicant”) seeks an order extending the deadline to commence drilling 

the well authorized by Order No. R-22915 (“Order”) until October 20, 2026. Applicant is successor 

in interest to Steward Energy II, LLC. Order No. R-22915: pooled all uncommitted interests in the 

San Andres formation underlying a 265.00-acre, more or less, standard horizontal spacing unit 

comprised of the E/2 of irregular Section 11, Township 13 South, Range 38 East, Lea County, New 

Mexico (“Unit”); dedicated the Unit to the Gale Federal 2H well (“Well”); and designated Steward 

Energy II, LLC as operator of the Unit and the Well. The Division subsequently entered Order No. 

R-22915-A, granting an extension of time to commence drilling operations to October 20, 2025. 

Applicant requests that the Division extend the deadline to commence drilling the Well until 

October 20, 2026. Applicant further requests that the Division designate Burk Royalty Co., LTD 

(OGRID No. 3053) as the operator of the Unit and Well. The Well is located approximately 14.8 

miles southeast of Tatum, New Mexico.  



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION FOR 
COMPULSORY POOLING SUBMITTED BY CASE NO.  23578  
STEWARD ENERGY II, LLC ORDER NO.  R-22915 

ORDER 

The Director of the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (“OCD”), having heard this 
matter through a Hearing Examiner on October 5, 2023, and after considering the testimony, 
evidence, and recommendation of the Hearing Examiner, issues the following Order.  

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Steward Energy II, LLC (“Operator”) submitted an application (“Application”) to
compulsory pool the uncommitted oil and gas interests within the spacing unit
(“Unit”) described in Exhibit A. Operator seeks to be designated the operator of the
Unit.

2. Operator will dedicate the well(s) described in Exhibit A (“Well(s)”) to the Unit.

3. Operator proposes the supervision and risk charges for the Well(s) described in
Exhibit A.

4. Operator identified the owners of uncommitted interests in oil and gas minerals in
the Unit and provided evidence that notice was given.

5. The Application was heard by the Hearing Examiner on the date specified above,
during which Operator presented evidence through affidavits in support of the
Application.  No other party presented evidence at the hearing.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

6. OCD has jurisdiction to issue this Order pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 70-2-17.

7. Operator is the owner of an oil and gas working interest within the Unit.

8. Operator satisfied the notice requirements for the Application and the hearing as
required by 19.15.4.12 NMAC.

9. OCD satisfied the notice requirements for the hearing as required by 19.15.4.9
NMAC.

10. Operator has the right to drill the Well(s) to a common source of supply at the
depth(s) and location(s) in the Unit described in Exhibit A.

High Plains Natural Resources, LLC
Case No. 25711
Exhibit A-3
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11. The Unit contains separately owned uncommitted interests in oil and gas minerals.

12. Some of the owners of the uncommitted interests have not agreed to commit their
interests to the Unit.

13. The pooling of uncommitted interests in the Unit will prevent waste and protect
correlative rights, including the drilling of unnecessary wells.

14. This Order affords to the owner of an uncommitted interest the opportunity to
produce his just and equitable share of the oil or gas in the pool.

ORDER 

15. The uncommitted interests in the Unit are pooled as set forth in Exhibit A.

16. The Unit shall be dedicated to the Well(s) set forth in Exhibit A.

17. Operator is designated as operator of the Unit and the Well(s).

18. If the location of a well will be unorthodox under the spacing rules in effect at the
time of completion, Operator shall obtain the OCD’s approval for a non-standard
location in accordance with 19.15.16.15(C) NMAC.

19. If the Unit is a non-standard horizontal spacing unit which has not been approved
under this Order, Operator shall obtain the OCD’s approval for a non-standard
horizontal spacing unit in accordance with 19.15.16.15(B)(5) NMAC.

20. The Operator shall commence drilling the Well(s) within one year after the date of
this Order, and complete each Well no later than one (1) year after the
commencement of drilling the Well.

21. This Order shall terminate automatically if Operator fails to comply with Paragraph
20 unless Operator obtains an extension by amending this Order for good cause
shown.

22. The infill well requirements in 19.15.13.9 NMAC through 19.15.13.12 NMAC
shall be applicable.

23. Operator shall submit each owner of an uncommitted working interest in the pool
(“Pooled Working Interest”) an itemized schedule of estimated costs to drill,
complete, and equip the well ("Estimated Well Costs").

24. No later than thirty (30) days after Operator submits the Estimated Well Costs, the
owner of a Pooled Working Interest shall elect whether to pay its share of the
Estimated Well Costs or its share of the actual costs to drill, complete and equip the
well (“Actual Well Costs”) out of production from the well.  An owner of a Pooled
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Working Interest who elects to pay its share of the Estimated Well Costs shall 
render payment to Operator no later than thirty (30) days after the expiration of the 
election period, and shall be liable for operating costs, but not risk charges, for the 
well.  An owner of a Pooled Working Interest who fails to pay its share of the 
Estimated Well Costs or who elects to pay its share of the Actual Well Costs out of 
production from the well shall be considered to be a "Non-Consenting Pooled 
Working Interest.” 

 
25. No later than one hundred eighty (180) days after Operator submits a Form C-105 

for a well, Operator shall submit to each owner of a Pooled Working Interest an 
itemized schedule of the Actual Well Costs. The Actual Well Costs shall be 
considered to be the Reasonable Well Costs unless an owner of a Pooled Working 
Interest files a written objection no later than forty-five (45) days after receipt of 
the schedule.  If an owner of a Pooled Working Interest files a timely written 
objection, OCD shall determine the Reasonable Well Costs after public notice and 
hearing. 

 
26. No later than sixty (60) days after the expiration of the period to file a written 

objection to the Actual Well Costs or OCD’s order determining the Reasonable 
Well Costs, whichever is later, each owner of a Pooled Working Interest who paid 
its share of the Estimated Well Costs shall pay to Operator its share of the 
Reasonable Well Costs that exceed the Estimated Well Costs, or Operator shall pay 
to each owner of a Pooled Working Interest who paid its share of the Estimated 
Well Costs its share of the Estimated Well Costs that exceed the Reasonable Well 
Costs. 

 
27. The reasonable charges for supervision to drill and produce a well (“Supervision 

Charges”) shall not exceed the rates specified in Exhibit A, provided however that 
the rates shall be adjusted annually pursuant to the COPAS form entitled 
“Accounting Procedure-Joint Operations.”   

 
28. No later than within ninety (90) days after Operator submits a Form C-105 for a 

well, Operator shall submit to each owner of a Pooled Working Interest an itemized 
schedule of the reasonable charges for operating and maintaining the well 
("Operating Charges"), provided however that Operating Charges shall not include 
the Reasonable Well Costs or Supervision Charges. The Operating Charges shall 
be considered final unless an owner of a Pooled Working Interest files a written 
objection no later than forty-five (45) days after receipt of the schedule.  If an owner 
of a Pooled Working Interest files a timely written objection, OCD shall determine 
the Operating Charges after public notice and hearing. 

 
29. Operator may withhold the following costs and charges from the share of 

production due to each owner of a Pooled Working Interest who paid its share of 
the Estimated Well Costs: (a) the proportionate share of the Supervision Charges; 
and (b) the proportionate share of the Operating Charges.   
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30. Operator may withhold the following costs and charges from the share of
production due to each owner of a Non-Consenting Pooled Working Interest: (a)
the proportionate share of the Reasonable Well Costs; (b) the proportionate share
of the Supervision and Operating Charges; and (c) the percentage of the Reasonable
Well Costs specified as the charge for risk described in Exhibit A.

31. Operator shall distribute a proportionate share of the costs and charges withheld
pursuant to paragraph 29 to each Pooled Working Interest that paid its share of the
Estimated Well Costs.

32. Each year on the anniversary of this Order, and no later than ninety (90) days after
each payout, Operator shall provide to each owner of a Non-Consenting Pooled
Working Interest a schedule of the revenue attributable to a well and the
Supervision and Operating Costs charged against that revenue.

33. Any cost or charge that is paid out of production shall be withheld only from the
share due to an owner of a Pooled Working Interest.  No cost or charge shall be
withheld from the share due to an owner of a royalty interests.  For the purpose of
this Order, an unleased mineral interest shall consist of a seven-eighths (7/8)
working interest and a one-eighth (1/8) royalty interest.

34. Except as provided above, Operator shall hold the revenue attributable to a well
that is not disbursed for any reason for the account of the person(s) entitled to the
revenue as provided in the Oil and Gas Proceeds Payment Act, NMSA 1978,
Sections 70-10-1 et seq., and relinquish such revenue as provided in the Uniform
Unclaimed Property Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 7-8A-1 et seq.

35. The Unit shall terminate if (a) the owners of all Pooled Working Interests reach a
voluntary agreement; or (b) the well(s) drilled on the Unit are plugged and
abandoned in accordance with the applicable rules.  Operator shall inform OCD no
later than thirty (30) days after such occurrence.

36. OCD retains jurisdiction of this matter for the entry of such orders as may be
deemed necessary.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

________________________ Date: _______________ 
DYLAN M FUGE  
DIRECTOR  
DMF/hat 

10/20/2023
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION FOR 
COMPULSORY POOLING SUBMITTED BY CASE NO.  24870  
STEWARD ENERGY II, LLC ORDER NO.  R-22915-A 

ORDER 

The Director of the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (“OCD”), having heard this 
matter through a Hearing Examiner on October 10, 2024, and after considering the testimony, 
evidence, and recommendation of the Hearing Examiner, issues the following Order.  

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Steward Energy II, LLC (“Operator”) submitted an application (“Application”)
requesting an extension to drill the well(s) as required by Order R-22915, as amended
(“Order”).

2. Operator identified the owners of uncommitted interests in oil and gas minerals in the
Unit and provided evidence that notice of the Application was given.

3. Operator has demonstrated good cause to extend the deadlines in the Order.

4. The Application was heard by the Hearing Examiner, during which Operator presented
evidence through affidavits in support of the Application.  No other party presented
evidence at the hearing.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

5. OCD has jurisdiction to issue this Order pursuant to NMSA 1978, Section 70-2-17.

6. Operator satisfied the notice requirements for the Application and the hearing as
required by 19.15.4.12 NMAC.

7. OCD satisfied the notice requirements for the hearing as required by 19.15.4.9 NMAC.

ORDER 

8. The period to drill the well(s) is extended until October 20, 2025.

9. This Order shall terminate automatically if Operator fails to drill and complete the
well(s) as stipulated herein unless prior to termination Operator applies, and OCD
grants, to amend the Order for good cause shown.

High Plains Natural Resources, LLC
Case No. 25711
Exhibit A-4
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10. OCD retains jurisdiction of this matter for the entry of such orders as may be deemed
necessary.

11. The remaining provisions of the Order remain in force or effect.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

________________________ Date: _______________ 
GERASIMOS RAZATOS 
DIRECTOR (Acting) 
GR/dm 

12/12/2024



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

APPLICATION OF HIGH PLAINS NATURAL  
RESOURCES, LLC, TO EXTEND TIME TO COMMENCE 
DRILLING OPERATIONS UNDER ORDER NOS.  
R-22915 AND R-22915-A,
LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO.  CASE NO. 25711 

SELF-AFFIRMED STATEMENT 
OF JACLYN M. MCLEAN 

1. I am attorney in fact and authorized representative of High Plains Natural

Resources, LLC, the Applicant herein. 

2. I am familiar with the Notice Letter attached as Exhibit B-1, and caused the

Notice Letter, along with the Application in this case, to be sent to the parties listed in the 

Postal Delivery Report attached as Exhibit B-2. 

3. Exhibit B-2 also provides the date the Notice Letter was sent, along with the delivery

status of each. 

4. Electronic return receipts are attached as Exhibit B-3 as supporting documentation

for proof of mailing and the information provided on Exhibit B-2. 

5. On October 29, 2025, I caused a notice to be published in the Hobbs News-Sun.

An Affidavit of Publication from the legal clerk of the Hobbs News-Sun along with a copy of the 

Notice Publication, is attached as Exhibit B-4.

6. I understand this Self-Affirmed Statement will be used as written testimony in the

subject case. I affirm that my testimony above is true and correct and is made under penalty of 

perjury under the laws of the State of New Mexico. My testimony is made as of the date 

handwritten next to my signature below.

/s/Jaclyn M. McLean November 24, 2025
Jaclyn M. McLean Date 

High Plains Natural Resources, LLC
Case No. 25711
Exhibit B



125 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 223
Santa Fe, NM 87501
505-230-4410 HardyMclean.com

Writer:
Jaclyn M. McLean
Managing Partner

jmclean@hardymclean.com

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL       October 24, 2025
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

TO: ALL PARTIES ENTITLED TO NOTICE

Re:     Case No. 25711 - Application of High Plains Natural Resources, LLC to Extend Time to 
Commence Drilling Operations Under Order Nos. R-22915 and R-22915-A, Lea County, 
New Mexico.

To whom it may concern:

This letter is to advise you that the enclosed application was filed with the New Mexico Oil 
Conservation Division. The hearing will be conducted on November 13, 2025, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

The hearing will be conducted in a hybrid fashion, both virtually and in-person at the Energy, 
Minerals, Natural Resources Department, Wendell Chino Building, Pecos Hall, 1220 South St. Francis 
Drive, 1st Floor, Santa Fe, NM 87505. The hearing may be held only virtually at the discretion of the 
Division. To confirm the manner in which the hearing will be held, and to participate virtually, please visit 
the OCD Hearings website at the following link: https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/hearing-info/. You are 
not required to attend this hearing, but as an owner of an interest that may be affected by these applications, 
you may appear and present testimony. Failure to appear at that time and become a party of record will 
preclude you from challenging the matter at a later date.

Pursuant to Division Rule 19.15.4.13.B, a party who intends to present evidence at the hearing shall 
file a pre-hearing statement and serve copies on other parties, or the attorneys of parties who are represented 
by counsel, at least four business days prior to the scheduled hearing, but in no event later than 5:00 p.m. 
Mountain Time, on the Thursday preceding the scheduled hearing date. If you are not registered with the 
OCD’s E-Permitting system, you must submit the statement via e-mail to ocd.hearings@emnrd.nm.gov and 
should include: the names of the parties; whether or not the parties are represented by counsel; a concise 
statement of the case; the names of witnesses anticipated to be called to testify at the hearing; the 
approximate amount of time needed to present the case; and an identification of any procedural matters that 
are to be resolved prior to the hearing.

If you have any questions about this application, please contact Josh Morian, Landman for High 
Plains Natural Resources, LLC at josh@burkroyalty.com or 940-397-8677.

Sincerely,
/s/ Jaclyn M. McLean
Jaclyn M. McLean

High Plains Natural Resources, LLC
Case No. 25711
Exhibit B-1
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