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Willand €. Franks,,
OIL —~ GEOLOGY FIAIN OFF[CE OCC

BDX 163 - PHONE 656 - 2160
‘ ‘., S BRIGBSDALE, COLD

] .
march 26, 1964 QQ&UM}} ug .
' 4:55

New Mexico Oil Conservation Compission
Santa Fe , New Mexico

¢ - ‘ Att. mr./Kapetina
Oear Mr, Kapetina:

-Enclosed herewith are miscellaneous reports Form-103 covering
the LaRoe No. 1 well, Colfax County, New fexico.

Standard tool d¢rilling on this well for a depth of appr0x1mately
450' has been slow but I have procesded mlth care drilling with
one crew on-a daylight basis so that I céuld be on the well at
all times. I have expected a heavy head -of gas at such time that
we penetrate the Dakota 55 and 'from the amount of gas that has
been shwoing from bottom of hole for the past 440! and the dis-
tillate-cut mud I am confldent of a produ31ng well.

Ny ‘ DQue to the heavy vibration’ From drilling the caprock of the Dakota
e . the Bentonite section that carried a rotten shale.section has been

‘ caving until it roached a point threatening the well with a possible
H cavein at any time so I decided.it best to brlng ‘in’a rotary rig
S ' . to mud the hole and core the Dakota 55 on which we were sitting
at the time I decided to -play safe. This caprock is the hardest
I ever drilled.

You may assume that’ the ‘First strats of the Oakota was encountered

~at 1720' but the main caprock was not encountered until 1750' or

{ : approxXimately so. The final lag will make the proper carrection 1F
: our measurements by rgpe are slightly off.

1 appreciate ybur patience with me and I am happy that I have
managed to hold on despite the extra’ expense. I did not.mind mort-
naging our ranch to continue. I will have-a uyery fine well there
and on the structure a few m*les to the south,

7/ W
P. 5.1 have a tight cap on the well to protect it,

. I

~

Ezcc. /3

With God there is no defeat; without Him there és ao viclary

g.ffi;fkﬂmf-inéif;/
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BEFORE THR OIL CONBERVATION COMMISSION
OF THBR BTATE QF NBW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE HHARING CALLED BY THE OIL COMSBRVATION
COMMISSION ON ITS8 OWN MOTIOW TO PERMIT WILIARD C. FRANKE AND
ALL OTHER INTERBSTED PARTIES TO BHOW CAUSY WHY THE LaROE WELL

Po. 1 LOCATED IN THE BE/4 NW/4 OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH,
RANGE 22 EAST, NMPM, COLFAX COURTY, NEW MEXICO, SHOULD HOX RE ‘
PLUGGED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMMISSION-APPROVED PLUGGING
PROGRAM,

CASBE Mo. 332}
Order No. R-2991

This cause came on for hearing at 9 o‘clock a.m. on Oatober
19, 1965, at Santa: Ve, Hew Mexico, hefore Examiner Daniel 8. Hutter.

NOW, on this_ _29th day of Oatober, 1965, the Commission, a
quorus being present, having considazred the testimony, the record,
and the recowmendations of the Examiner, and being fully advised
in the premises,

PANRE:

’ (1) That due public notice having bhean given as required Ly
iaw, the Commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the subject;
mattex thqroof. S )

(2) That Willard C. Pranks is the owner and operator of the
Lamos Well X5, 1 located in the BE/4 RW/4 of Section 19, Township.
27 Rorth, Range 22 Hast, NMPM, Colfax County, New Mexico.

{(3) That the subject well has been abandoned and is causing
oy will causge waste.

(4) That if the subject well is not comploted as a proﬁucin
well by Novexber 15, 1965, the well should be plugged by Hovember
30, 1965, in a wanner that will confine permanently all oil, gam,
and water in the separate strata originally containing thea in
oxder %o pravent waste and protect correlative rights.

g
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CASE No. 332)
Oxder No. R-299)

" (1) That if the LaRce Well ¥o. 1l located in the SB/Z RW/4

.of Saoction 19, Township 27 North, Range 22 East, MMPM, Colfax

County, Mew Mexico, is not completed as a producing wall by
Kovenber 15, 1965, Willard C. Franks ig hereby oxdered to plug
said well in acoordance with & plugging program approved by the

- pistrict Supervisox, District 4, 0il Conservation Commiseion,

Santa Fe, MNew Mexico.

(2) That if the subject well is not cowpleted as ptoducin

well by November 15, 1965, Willard C. FPranks shzil eomp;-u- Paag=

ging opexations on or before November 30, 1965, and shall notify
the District Supervisor, District 4, 0il Conservation Commission,
gants Fe, Naw Mexico, of the exact date and time plugging opera-

i tions agre to gonmence.

{(3) That jurisdieaien of this cause is retained for ths
entry of such further oxders as the Commission Ay deem neceg~

‘saxy.

DONE at Santa Fe, New Msxico, on"thc day and year herein-
above designated.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
\ CONSERVATION COMMISSION

VNA

A, L. PORTER, Jr., namber & Secretaxy

p

i
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DRAFT

JMD/esx '
Oct. 28, 1965 BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

CF Subj.

HN—EHE-MATEER-CR=EHE=-MBARENG=
GALEED=RY=ERE-OEE=CONSERVARION
COMMESS LON —OR-NEW=MEXECO=FOR
ERE=PYRPOSE=OP=CENSIDER

/GRSE No. 3321

/g‘ \Order No.wB c9€;%§7

IN THE MATTE THE HEARING CALLED BY THE OIL CONSERVATION .

© COMMISSION ON"ITS OWN MOTION TO PERMIT WILLARD C. FRANKS AND . S
ALL OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES TO SHOW CAUSE WHY THE LaROE WELL \
NO. 1 LOCATED IN THE SE/4 NW/4 OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH, }
RANGE 22 EAST, NMPM, COLFAX COUNTY, NEW MEXICO ,SHOULD NOT BE /
PLUGGED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMMISSION-APPROVED PLUGGING PROGRéf}/

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION e

This cause came on for hearing at 9 o'clock a.m. on

October 19° | 1965 , at Santa Fe, New Mexico, before Examiner
Daniel S. Nutter .

-

NOW, on this daonf October | 1965 the .Commission, a
wquoer being present, having considered the testlnony the record,
and the recommendatlons of the Examlner :and being fully advised
in the premlses, ' ’

FINDS:

{1) That due public notice having been given as required by
law, the Commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the subject
matter thereof.

(2) That Willard C. Franks is the owner and operator of the
LaRoe Well No. 1 located in thé:SE/4 KW/4 of Section 19, Township
27 North, Range 22 FEast, NMPM, Colfax County, New Mexico.

{(3) That the subiect well has been abandoned ‘and 1s causxng
or will cause waste.

(4) That if the subject well is not completed as a producing
well by November 15, 1965, the well should be plugged by November
30, 1965, in a manner that will confine permanently all oil, gas,

and water in the separate strata originally containing them in -

order to prevent waste and protect correlative rights.

L.
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-2 _
CASE No. 3321

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

(1) That if the LaRoe Well No. 1 located in the SE/4 NW/4
of §ection 19, Township 27 North, Range 22 East, NMPM, Colfax
County, New Mexico, is not completed as a producing well by
November 15, 1965, Willard C. Franks is hereby ordered to plug
said well in accordance with a plugging program approved by the
District Supervisor, District 4, 0il Conservation Cémmission,
Santa Fe, New México.

(2) Th#tfif the subject well is not completed as a producind
well by November 15, 1965, Willard C. Franks shall complete ?1&94
ging operations on or before November 30, 1965, and shall notify
the District Supervisér,‘District 4. 0i} Consger _atlbn Commissicn,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, of the exact date and time plugging opera-
tions are to commence,

(5) That jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the

entry of such further. orders as the Commission may deem neces-

sary.

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year herein-
above designated.
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Elvis A. Utz, Alternate Examiner:

CASE 3321: In the matter of the hearing calied by the Cil Conservation
Commission or. its own motion to permit Willard C: Franks and
‘all other interested parties to show cauce why the lLaRoe Well
No. 1 located in the SE/4 KW/4 of Section 19, Township 27
‘North, Range 22 East;, Colfax County, tew Mexico, should not be
plugged in accordance withh a Commission-approved plugging
- program. '

CASE 3322: Application of Ann Burnett Windfohr, George R. Brown, and
Allied Chemical Corporation for a wate:ficod project, Eddy
County, New Mexico. Applicants, in thu above-styled cause,
seek authority to institut: a waterflosd project in the Gray-
burg. Jackson- Pool ;. Eddy County, New Mexico, by the injection
of water into the Grayburg formation through three wells in
Section 25, Township 17 South, Range 30 East.

CASE 3323: Application of David Faskan for a dual completion, Lea County,
New Mexico. Applicant, irn the above-styled cause, seeks
approval of the dual completion {conventional) of his Felmont-
Collier Well No. 1 located in Unit.H of Section 9, Township 11
South, Range 73 East, Lea County, New Mexico, tc prdduce. oil
from the Nort: Bagley Upper and Lower Pennsylvanian Pools through
paraliel strings, of tubing.

CASE 3324: Application of Newmort Cil Company for an unorthddox location,
Eddy County, New Mexico. Applicant, “in the above-styled cause,
seeks authority tc drill a producing oil well at an unorthodox
location 990 fz2et from the South: line and 1310 feet from the
West line of Section 2, Township 18 Scuth, Range 29 East, Loco
Hills Pool, Eddy County, llew Mexico.

CASE 3325: Application ¢f Continental 0il Company for a non-standard gas
’ proration unit, Lea County, New Mexice. Appiicant, in the
above-styled cause, seeks approval of a 220-acre non-standard
gas proration unit comprising the N/2 of Section 1, Township 24
South, Range 36 East, Jalmat Gas Pool, Lea County, New Mexico,
to be dedicated to its Vaughan B-1 Weli No. 1, located in Unit
H of said Serstion 1.

CASE 3326: Application of Continental Uil Company for a non-standard gas
proration unit, Lea County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the
above-styled cause, seeks approval of a 560-acre non-standard
gas proration unit comprising the E/2 SE/4 of Section 22, the W/2
of Section 26, and the E/2 F/2 of Section 27, Township 20 South,
Range 37 East, Eumont Gas Pool; Lea County, New Mexico, to be
dedicated to its SEMU Well No. 65, located 2363 feet from the

Docxet No. 30-63
DCCKET: EXAMIWER HEARING ~ TJESDAY - CCTOBER 19, 1965
9 A.M. - CIL CONSERVATION COMMISSICH CUNFERENCE ROOM, ’
STATE LAND CFFICE SUILDING, SANTA FE, NEW MEXXICO
The following cases will be heard before Daniel S. Nutter, Examiner, or
l
South line and O feet from the West line of said Section 26. |
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GEDLOGY ~ DOIL OPERATOR 3
80X 144

BRIGGSDALE, COLO.

13 July 1965
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gil Conservatlon Bomm1851on
santa Fe, Yew Mexico

Dear Sirs: o _
: Re: LaRoe No,-1
SENE 19, T 27 N R 22 E
Colfax County, New Mexico

i ’ ' I have been- endaavorlng to . acqu1re a rig to finish the subject
! well since I moved the last rig olt afteér it had failed to meet
the requirements but costing me another #900,00 fruitlessly,

It. seems -that the government is deFraylng a large " portion of the

water well drilling costs throughout our country and so many are

| taklng advantage of this Form of future-wrecking dole that rigs.

: ' of .the proper size to make it ‘economical to move to our locatinn
are difficult teo come by,

I have lost so much maney on this well so far that I am short
L _ ~of money but I feel that the well will be worth the effo rt in
: } time and expense to prove the area, This is the Fifth well that
@ - ; I am responsible for in the Mora~Colfax cuuntles area but I have
: - ; never lost faith,

B I am leaving tumorrou for Farmington and Ourango in search of

: -a rig while I would buy one if I were able to do so in order to
o Ll Flnish this long, drawn-out (aRoe operation. It certainly has not
> : béen to my advantage or liking that contractors haven't been as
reliable as they might have been, and that rigs have to move so
far to accommodate this area. .

Yours very truly,

%//A/Zf“;%//

e = L S e G ¢ T P

’Z Gl (/352/
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P. o Box 144
Briggsdale Colorado

ONS: Fﬂl in hems below arid com.
;g}’s'rflmhﬂ _side. ‘whei appllg;'bte

Momen
-Bei

1,

REGEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MA]L—-—ZM

SENT TO
Mr..Willard C. Franks

STREET AND NO,
P. O. Box 144

CITY AND STAYE
Briggsdale, Colorado

I youwant a roturn :ocoip: cheok which | I you want ro- |
strioted

104 ehowre ubo:n to whom,

tc whom an. and addesasy $i7, shoak hare
and whan - whom delivered
delivered 504 tes
FEES ADDITTONATL 0 204 F55
POD Form 3360

8-12-65

A1 1950 "LETTER - i o o

LaRoe ‘Well No.y




OlL CONSERVAT‘ON COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 2088

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO L e S :
| e 337

August 12, 1965

CERTIFIED - RETURN
RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Willard C. Franks
P. O, Box 144
Briggsdale, Colorado

Dear Mr. Franks:

We have your letter of July 29, 1965, concerning
your LaRoe Well No. 1 located in the SE/4 NW/4 of Sec-
tion 19, Township 27 North, Range 22 Bast, NMPM, 001fax
COunty. New Maxico.

If this wa’l ia not- properly pluggad or placed on
production by SGpteMber 15, 1965, the Commission will
docket a cage to require the well to be lugyed in
accordance with the Commission Rules and Ragulations.

U =S €

Very truly yours,

J. M., DURRETT, Jr.
Special Assistant
Attornay General

JMD/esx




Welland C. Franks

GEOLOGY — OiL DPERATOR
80X 144
BRIGGSDALE, COLO.

. = D
July 29, 1965 e >3 ‘)802;?/

MAIN O
Whie 2 AW

0il Conservation Commission

Santa Fe, New liexico.

Dear Sirs:

Re: LaRoe No. 1 well
SENG 19, R27V Twp. 22 E
ew Mexico P, M,
Colfax County, &, M,

have been laoking fer o rig for the pasi 30 days fram Farm-
. g

1ngtun, N. M., to leeral Kansas, Springfield, Colorado and
Stinnet, Texas, ‘and -have people at Farmington, N. M, and Grants,
N, M., ready to notify me of the first rig available to finish
this LaRoe well which you have told me must be plugged immediate-
ly.

If the bonding company is ordered to plug it I shall have to pay

for it anyhow and I have already lost more than §$14, 000.00 and

a great deal of “time on this well, I have been dlsappolnted more

than any other in drilling contractors whe, have falled me, 891ng

so anxious to gat the jobh.done I have toleratéd 1n9xperlence when

I shauldn't have. This well must be handled with™ caution agﬂbare

when the main body of, sand is penetrated and which lies not more than
10 feet below the present depth.

I am leaving agaln tomorrow 1n search of a rig that can be made
available immediately either io plug or finish that well. The
decision is yours but I realize that if I fail in this effort then
Colfax County will be dead, for a long, long time unless .- the
ex-governor of fi2w fexico takes over for me, He has faith in the
Raton Basin as I have or I wouldn't have been instrumental in get-
ting 5 wells drilled in Mora and Colfax Countles.

foney is hard to tome by for work in the Raton Basin whlch
reason that my wife and I have born the brunt of this loss
have never been discouraged ror have we lost faith,

Yours very truly,

/ B / - 3—\‘ .
~ = '-/(/_,(i,/(_ ‘%/‘J‘;,/ N St e é/g




W 'f[a'zd c. 9*anfx

seoLocy - ou.npsRATmﬂl
BOX 144~

BRIGASDALE,.CAOLD

August 11,;{,1955w 5 . g 2/
. . : (3/;752(1T~ ¢;><W = |

0il Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New ilexico

fug 38

b

Dear Sirs:

Re: LaRoe No. 1 well ‘
SENW- S189 T 27 N R 22 E NMPNM
Colfax Cnunty, N M.

~In:Farmington, N, f., I huue a mud and chemical company on the .

alert for the first rig available to complete the LzRoe well,

Also, I have rigs in view in Texas, Liberal, Kansas and Lamar,
Colorado but the heavy schedule of water well drilling in all

areas is kseping so many rlgs tied dnnn.

1t seems ‘that the gavernment is deFraylng From 50 - 70% of the
cost of water well drilling and very few ranchers and Farmers

are 0f the type to refrain from loading their responsibilities

‘on the shoulders of the generations to ©ome by acceptlng the

washington pink-toun dole,

I have been hofe a week to tske care of Ouf Own ranch harvest

~and ward of f another attack of.rh&umatic fever but I am gaing

out agaln to search fFor a rig just as quickly as these fever
pains subside which should be within the next three days.

Finishing the (aRoe well is first on my agenda and the most

important and I will get it done with the very fipst rig that
can be found and is capable of handling that job.

Yours very truly,
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Willard &, Duanks

GEDOLOGY - uu.opsnATonﬂi

00X 144 . ...

BRIGGSDALE, coLg.
sept, 13, 19g5

0il Conéervatidnlcummission'
Santa Fe, “ay Mexicp

Dear Sirs:

Re:

[

=

=3

N

:3: ‘/;/HZ'IL
- a. C/,ﬂ .
RZ tay _ —y
- (9% = 2 /
-2 gg @i)(/"’z

LaRoe No, 1 yel

SENW S 19 T 27 W g 5y E NP/

I“have just returneq fram Texgs in se
work suggested bymygu,reg_ardiﬁg"the

- 0fF the subject well,

I Found a rig at Texline, Texas that

Colfax County, pey Mexicao
arch Uffa Pig—tD“§U"ﬁhE‘
Completign gy plUgging

is being Arepared for

Service and am tq have 3 report from the contractor Uiednesd gy,

Also, another contractor is tq report

However, 1 shall haye 0ne of ‘the rigs

- Preparing tg buy g rig of our own and

Much ‘as 1 diglike entering the drilij
it may be the better way out,

b &} .
As the matter stands I shali Tgve one
MoVe on or buy g rig and finish that
Aiugging or otherwise,

Yours veryv trul

mentioned above"or We are
be free gf this trouble gzg
ng end of development; but

0F the tun rigs ment
work to ygur satisFaction,

Yy




S

Willard & TFeanks

GEDOLDSY — QIL OPERATOR
80X 144
BRIGGSDALE, COLO.
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Sept. 17, L965

0il Conservation Comnission
Santa Fe, New Mexico

ear Sirs:

Re: LaRde No. 1 yell g
' SENW 5 19T 27 8 R 22 £ niem
Colfax County, N, M

The Jaries Drilling Company has agreed to move to the LaRoe pNo. 1
ocation to do whatever is nhecessary to finalize that well,

e - T T ) ,,,(»

Mr., Keaton of the James Orilling Company will call you directly

that you may know fully regarding our agreement and the approxi-
‘mate date that he can move to location.

I am just as anxious as you peogple are to Fiﬁish-thét well gne
way or the other. I think it will be a well,

Yours very truly,
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geEgLoGY — OIt OPERATOR j;‘.)
BOX 144 . =
* BRIBGBDALE.CDLO. o~ S
< (¥ o g
gept. 29, 1965 R -

oil Conservation commission
ganta fe, Neu Mexico

pear 5irs:
Re: Plugging Bong
NWSW 519 T 21 NR22E
colfax county, N. M.

should the Laroe Ro. 1 in the same section 4s the captioned
well be a producer aftee the James prilling Ccoimpany finishes
jt for me, I plan to drill east of the LaRoe NO. 1, SENW of

: gection 19 in order to protect the rights of the- mineral

; pwner. So'muﬂld'appreqiate your cancellation of the plugging

: 7 hond which 1s in effect on the nuwse of gection 19. .

{ssion to drill this well pending. the com-

1 and due to the change 1n the mineral
i1l this ifistead
1etion of the LaRoe

You withheld perm
pletiun_of the LaRoe fo.

status of the NE/4 of sec. 19 we plan to dr
should you permit us {0 continue after comp

o b LT

,i ND. l‘
;
: yours very truly, g
| V
s
. RECEIPT pom
TF
o OR CERTIF
(o))
N
(e
(¥
QO
S
z and
. Twhe
e ey and e

et
ter 10~8fggmﬂsmg
‘ + Case
€ 3323




OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

P. O.MOMORL nOX 2203
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

October 8, 1965

CERTIFIED .- RETURN
RECEIPT REQUESTED

)
! s

©

Mr. Willard C. Franks
p. 0. Box 144
Briggsdale, 601orado

i

A
Ul

st

1
i,

Dear Mr. Franks:

I am
Hearing that will be held on Tuesday,
at 9 a.m.,
Room, State Land Offirce Building,
Case No. 3321 concerns your LaRoe Well No,
the SB/4 NW/4 of Section 19, Township 27 North,
Eact, NMPM, Colfax County. 'New Mexico.

Very truly yours,

gpecial Assistant
Attorney General

JMb/esr
Enclosure

Ao 2= ’r e

ey

filu!NSTRUCTIONS TO DEllVERlNG EMPLOYEE

how addr
(Addmonal dmrgé: rqu ‘dffhv“ed = Where
A : ¢d for these: urw(e:)

No. 859792

~~Aoonsss ‘ . ‘ -
o » vmasomvznso fonly .r,m,,d“%—._ .

B T

J. M., DURRETT, Jr. -

LEGAL DIVISION
PHONE 827-2741

enclosing a copy of the docket of the Examiner
October 19, 1965,
in the 0il Conservation Commiasion Conference
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
1 located in

Range 22

et e i e e e P N B m ETATRIRTIL, O TR prmmni s

REPEIPT TOP CERTIFIED MAIL—-Z(M

SENT TO
The Aetna Casualty and Surety

STREET ARD KO,
151 Farmington Avenue

CITY END STATE
Hartford, Connecticut

Jryouwant a raturn .ro:-alpl cheok whioh | I you want te-

163 el 78 shows to whom, | sirioted doliy-
t &
D ;;3 w%-z:n E] van, and eddress El oheook Aere
i 308 Lea

whero delivered
deliversd
FEES ADDITIONAL TO 204 FEE

POOYERRK ..
cStBEny

10-8-65

pOD F
e etrer 10-8-65 "¢age 3321




OlL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION

P. O. BRI 8OX 2003
SANTA FEINEW: MEXICO

LEGAL DIVISION

PHONE 827~2741
October 8, 1965

CERTIFIED - RETURN
RECEIPT REQURSTED

2

The Aatna Casualty and Surety Company

[

Jj] 151 Farmington Avenue

=~ Hartford, Connecticut

-~ Attention: Surety Claim Department
w H Re: The Aetna Casualty and Surety Company $5,000 One-Well
) k}g Plugging Bond - Willard C. Franks, Principal, LaRoe

: Well No. 1, B8E/4 NW/4 of Section 19, Township 27 North,
Range 22 Bast, NMPM, Colfax County, New Mexico
Gentlemen: ’ |

n=|

I am enclosing a copy of the docket of the Examinex Hearing
that will be held on Tuesday, October 19, 1965, at 9 a,m., in the
Gil Conservation Commission Conference Room, Btate Land Office '
Building, Santa Fe, Mew Mexico. Case No. 3321 concerns The Aetna

' Casualty and Surety Company $5,000 One-Well Plugging Bond on file
- with the Commission.

b ‘ Very truly yours,

J. M, DURRRTY, Jr.
Special Assistant
Attornsy General

JMD/esx

Enclosure

ger Mr, Willaxd €. Franks
P. O, Box 144 Mr. Paul Billingham
Briggsdale, Colorado Resident Agent
The Aetna Casualty and Surety Company ¢ Retna Casuaity and
510 Myrick Building :g;gtzocgmpggyt B1va
Lubbock, Texas nte Vista Blva., N.E.

Attentions Surety Claim Department  lPuquerque, New Mexico




OlL CONSERVATION COMMISS ION

P. O. NEEBEEEAN POX :0:3
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

LEGAL DIVISION
. PHONE 827-2741
October 14, 1965

VIA AIR MAIL

Mr. Raymond D. Burt
\| ~ Manager
‘JJ vV & W Bookkeeping & Tax Service
. Sixth and 1 Street
Anchorage, Alaska

- VROV

Dear Mr, Burt:

(Em—)

(

We have your letter of October 5, 1965, requesting a notice
of approval of abandonment concerning the Willard C, Franks LaRoe
Well No. 1 located in the SE/4 NW/4 of Section 19, Township 27
Noxth, Range 22 East. NMPM, cOlfax County, New. Mexico,

e e

The Commission has not approved the abandonment of this well.

We have docketed a plugging case on our Cctober 19, 1965, Examiner
Hearing Docket to permit Willard C. Franks and all other interested

- parties to show cause why this well should not be plugged in accor-
dance with a Commission-approved plugging program. I am enclosing
a copy of the October 19th docket. I am also enclosing a copy of
the last official report the Commission has received concexrning
this well. This is a Notice of Intention to Drill Deeper which
was xecelved by the Commission on June 24, 1965.

= =0

Very truly yours,

6. ﬁ. EU-RREIT, Ulo
Special Asgsistant
Attorney General

JMD/asx
Enclosures
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BOOKKEEP!NG & TAX SERVICE

SIXTH AND | STREET

Mr. A. L. Porter, Jr.

ANCHORAGE ALASKA

PHONE BR 2-2074

"October 5, 1965

New Mexico 0il & Gas Conservation Commission

Box 2088

Sante Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear - Sir:

Our client, Mr. James O. Green, is under audit by the Internal Revenue Serviée.
One of the items .of proof needed is a "dry holelx#certificate for a well dr@lled

‘in 1963. The facts are as follows:

0il well drilled in May 1963

Location:

SW Sec. 19, Tp 27 N.R7 22E

Colfax County, New Mexicp -

Title:
ObBective:
Estigmted Depth:

Cutcome: Dry hold

Franks-Ia Roc #1°
The Dakota Sanos
1250 ft.

Any help you could give to establish the above facts would be most épprecia%ed.

RDB/sv

snotice of approval of abandonment

Sincerely,

v & W BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICE

‘Rayrfiond D. Burt

W%mﬂ’éw
R

Manager
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Willarnd C. Fnariks
GEDLOBIST — DIt PRODBRER
BOX 163 - PHONE 21 F 3
BRIBBSDALE,COLORADO

Qctober 14, 1965

6 et 18 Py

Mr. Daniel putter, Examiner

0il Conservation Commission LonFerence Room.
State Land pffice Building

Santa Fe, New Mexico

pDear Sir: : ; .
“RE;_ Case No. 3321 vﬂwﬁﬁ o
| L8FALUIVEETA
0i) Conservation Camm,’

Santa Fe, New Mexice

Enclosed is a copy of a letter under same date addressed to
the Legal Divisien of the pil Cofservation Commission, Box
2088, Santa Fe, New #exicno, which is self-explanatory,

it is and has aluays been my desire to complete the LaRoe

Vo. 1 well in gquestion and have nevetr had any trouble at all
with the LaRoe family as owners of the land on which this well
is located, as they have been familiar with the circumstances
in which I have worked in my efforts to make g prndu01nn well
of this one,

Perhaps 1 have caused the EDnserVatlon Commi:sSsion some incon-
_VBnlEHCB regarding this but a producing well to me is well worth
all of the ingonvenience and deiays I have,encountered in this
undertaking and if a field can be opened in the Raton Basin
which the majors have never been-gble ta-do, which is under-
standable when one considers the negatlup geology on which

they have drilled, the inconvenience will be well worth while

to all who have the interest of the state at heart.

t hope | .may have the privilege of completing this well which
will be done as quickly as a rig can be under contract and
moved to this lecation, IF the well is g failure then I shall
plug as per instructions from the Conservation Commission,

Yours very truly,

“::25344?1%455@255372> Y

et s i )
N -
. e ... 1

- ENGe

With God there is no defeal; withous Jlirs there is no viclory.
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) ‘ Willard C. Franks ‘
BEOLDGIST — OIL PRODUCER
BOX 163 - PHOWNE 2V F 3 o
BRIGGSDALE, COLORADD =7

9%5 OCT ]-.3 ‘ PH

AL

fctober 14, 19a85

Mr. J. M. burreth, Jr.
Special Assistant
Attorney General
P. 0. Box 2088
Santa Fe, New Mexico
' RE: (Case No. 3321
Dear Sir:

It is true that I have ‘been working on the LaRoe flo. 1 well

which is the subject of the case, for two years and a half,

having had four rigs on the well and I have held on regardless
: ~ of the trouble and expense because 1 definitely feel that this
K : “ “uell will be a producer.
This has caused the Conservation Commission.some inconvenience
-as 1 have also suffered inconvenience as ‘well as heavy expense
in reaching the place now at the very top of my objective
formation which is showing gas.

tever at any tlme have I besen dlscouraged nor * “have I complained
: , a great deal when a driller proved to be inefficient and wholly
unable to cope with a heavy head of gas which I am anticipating
when uwe break thraugh the main cap raock aof the formation whirch-
; I believe will be the one to produce, hence I have not hesitated
e : - - to let them go. A gas well out of control would cause far more
j inconvenience to the staid and all concerned then I suffered
by letting th8°B drillers go. ‘

This being rather isolated it is most difficult to get a rig

to move to location and I hgve taken contractors st their word
while permitting sympathy to sway me on tu gccgsionse. ,

I have just recently arranged far a driller to move to this
location to complete the work which may requ1re not more than

16t to bregk into the main sgnd body; and this driller calied
‘the ‘Conservation Comnission at my request to inform the Commission
that he was'ta move to my locatian just as guickly-as he finished
‘theowell that-he was drilling. This has been finished so he has
informed me and he is now making some repairs on his rig prior

to moving to location,

" \W9ith God there Is no defeat; withou! Him there is ne victory.
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I have done all that I can to get this well cnmpletbd and

have spent na little mo.ey to reach this objective. I am_
still cohfident that I will have an 0il well or I would have 7
plugged and abandened the well long ago. If I gquit that Basin
it will be Finished for I have been instrumental in getting
four wells drilled prior to the present one and each w1l
supported my faith in oil preduction in the Raton Basin or

1 would not hagve undertaken the present development,

The  landowners, Sam and Dale Evans LaRoe, are familiar-with the
dlfFlcultles 1 have met with on that well arid never once have
they complained about the long drawn cut procedure, The well
has ro water-to become contaminated and I am high on structure
with a rig under commitment to meve to the location and finish
drilling into thé Dakota sandstone, which, if non-productive,
will be followed by plugging as per instrUhtlnn of the Conservation
Commission., It will De nscessary to move a rig to location for
pluggihg, anyhow, and if this well is plugged without the addi-
tional few feet of drilling that will be necessary an oil field
in the Raton Basin may have been passed up. Everything -is to be
gained and absolutely nothing lost if I am permitted to proceed’
as I wish to and the Conservation Commission has been advised
what I would do.

1 hgven't been sleeping in my car for many nights at a time in
erder to save hotel expense that the money might be used in thisg
work. It hasn't been pleasant for anyone, but the lo$s and worry
hgve been mine. Had I been indifferent:to the danger posed by a

‘ heavy head af gas therz I. might have gotten the hole down with

the lagst rotary thai was on the well. £14,500.00 on this 1800
hole may seem TlleUlOUS but it has cost thls because of .incom-
petent contractors and their misrepresentation regerding their
ability and rig but so it has been.

I still think that there is oil in the Raton Basin and the mzjors
have come and yone leaving this to some independent who will not
give up until he has the answer. I feel certain that T shall

have a preoducing well and in the event that this well is dry I

will agssure the Stste of New Mexico that I will not bother it agagin
but if this well is a producer theres will be not less than 25

wells on this small- structure and many more on other structures
that w= have shot out.

Yours very truly,

7 Ay A

e tom of Gt

CC - Mr. Paul B8illingham, The Astna tasualiy & Surety Co.
sovernor Jeck fl. camphell , Chairman 01l Consergation Comm,

Daniel 5, Hutter, Examiner
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. o. WURSSNER 80X 1033
»SANTA‘FE.NE“IMEXNZO

LEGAL DIVISION
= : - PHONE 827-2741
October 29, 1965
VIA AIR MAIL
CERTIPIED - RETURN
RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Willard C. Franks o
P, 0. Box 163
Briggsdale, Colorado

Re1 Case No. 2321
Order No. R-2991

Dear Mr. Franks:

I am enclosing a certified copy of the above order
which concerns your LaRoe Well No. 1.

Please note that the Commission order requires that
the well be completed as a pPreducing well by November 15,
1965, or plugged on or before November 30, 1965.

Very truly yéﬁrs,

J. M. DURRETT, Jr._
Special Agsistant
Attorney General

 JMD/esr

Enclosure

¢cc: Mr. J. E. Kapteina
District Supervisor, District 4
Oil Conservation Commiseion
P. O. Box 2088 ’
S8anta Fe, New Mexico
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VIA AIR MAIL
CERTIFIED -
RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Aetna Casuzlty a
Aetna Building

~ 300 BRast Ninth Avenue
Danver, Colorado

“Attentiont

Re:

Gentlenmens

I am enclosing 2 cextified copy of the .above order.
Please note that this order regquires that the LaRoe Well
No. 1 be coupleted as a producing well by November 15,
1965, or plugged on or before November 30, 1965. .

JMD/esr
Enclosure

ccs Mr, Willard C. Franks
P. O. Box 163
Briggsdale, Colorado

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

P. O. (il 55% 2010
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

October 29, 1965

RETURN

1]
&

B
]

Mr. Bert Merrill, Manager

Case No. 3321, Order No. R-2991
Bonds §5,000 One~Well Plugging Bond
Principal: Willard C. Franks '

Buretys The Aetna Casualty and
Surety Cotipany
Obligee:

gtate of New Mexico

Very truly yours,

J. M, DURRRTT, Jr,

Special Assistant
Attorney Ganeral

Mr. J. BE. Kapteina

District Supervisor, District 4
Oil Conservation Comnission

P. O. Box 2088

LEGAL DIVISION , < B
.PHONE 827-2741

S8anta Fe, New Mexico
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TiEe ATNA CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY"

THE STANDARD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
HARTFORD, CONNLECTICUT 00115

65 Ocr 182f

October 1A, ﬁ%s

Mre, J. M, Durrett Jr., Speclal A351snant Attorney General
0il Conservation Comm1331on

State of New Mexico

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Durrett:

The &tna Casualty and Surety Company

$5,000 One-Well Plugglng Bond

Willard C. Franks,. Principal

LaRoe Well No. 1, SE/L NW/L of

Section 19, Townshlp 27 North,

Range 22 East, NMPM, Colfax County, New Mex1co

This will acknowledge your letter of OCtober 8, 1965, Wlth enclosures,
We are referring this matter to our office located in the &tna Building,
300 East Ninth Avenue, Denver, Colorado in charge of Bert Merrill,
Manager, for attentlon.

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention.

E. 'W Laking, Examiner
Claim Departmen

ewl/agr

AFFILIATES OF /AETNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
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gEDLOBY — DIl DPERATOR

BOX 144

=

. . (o]
BRIGGSDALEICOLOST

=X

nov. 6, 1365

pil conservation rommission
5anta Fe; New Mexico '

Dear S5irs:

Re

[ ¥ g g

LaRoe fo. 3 well
Eny Sec. 19, Twp. 27 N. R 22E
NP A

Colfax County, N. i

1 have - just signed a driliing contract with the James
oriiling Company, OEnVEr, colorado, to do the last

work on the LaRoe well.

This company will move the rig to jocation fMonday OT Tuesday
ypon Teéceipt of clearance by your gtate patrol.

1 would apprebiate your sending a plugging. program coveriﬁg
this well to avoid any delay should the well not be pro-
ductive. This can be sdcressed to me at gpringer, W. M.

—
wer

1 feel that I have a very good chance of having a producing
1 when we drill into the Dakota 55 but one can never tell.

1 regret the troubis-I have caused you people and the trouble
1 have had with contractors on this well hasn't beer pleasant

but we have done the best we could and paid a terrible price
pecause of incompetent drilling contractors.

vour long patience Has been appreciated, 1 assure you.

vours- very truly,




Denver, Colorado

OIL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION
. P.O.MEEREGRI BOX 2083
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

LEGAL DIVISION
PHONE 827-2741

November 22, 1965

The Actna Casuvalty and Suroty Company
Aetna Building
300 East Ninth Avenue

I

Attention:s Mr, Bert Merrill, Manager

Re: Case Xo. 3321, Order No. R-2991
Bond: §$5,000 Ona-Well Plugging Bond
Principal: Willard C. Franks
Surety:  The Aetna Casumlty and Suroty Company
Obligee: Btate of Hew Mexico

Gentlamen:

This office has been advigsed by the District Bupervisor,
Oil Conservation Commission, Distriet 4, Banta Fe, New Mexico,
that the LaRce Well No. 1, located in the SE/4 WW/4 of Bection
19, Township 27 Forxth, Range 22 East, HNPH, Colfax County, New
Mexico, has been plugged in accordance with the provisions of
the above order. We thersfore release our plugging demand con-
cerning this well.

Vexy truly yours,

J. M, DURRETT, Jr.

Speacisl Assistant

Attorney General

JMD/esr

ccs Mr, Willaréd C. Franks Mr. J. B. Kapteina
P. O, Box 144 ‘ District Supervisor, Distriot 4
Briggsdale, Colorado . ©il1 Conservation Commission

P. O, Box 2088
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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Wellard €. Oranks

BEOLOGIST — OiL PRODUCER
80X 163 - PHONE 2t F 3
BRIGGSDALE, COLORADDO

October 14, 1965 4 ﬂ [

- [ £
, L
fovernar ack M. Campbell
Chairman pil Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New Aexico.
Dear 51r: QE: Case No. 3321

legal Division
il conservation Comm,
Santa Fe, New [Mexico

Enclosed is a copy of a letter under same date addressed to
the Legal Division of the 0il Conservation Commission, 30X
2088, Santa Fe, New iexico, which is self-explanatory.

It is and has always been my desire to compléte the LaRoe

¥o. 1 well in question and have never had-any trouble at all
with the LaRoe family as ouwners of the land on which this well
is lubated as -they have been familiar with the circumstances
in which 1 have worked in my efforts to magke a producing uell
of this ong,”

perhaps I have caussd the Conservation Comwissign some incon-

. venience reyarding this but a producing well to mz2 is well worth
- all of the inconvenience -and delays I have encountered in this
undertaking and 'if a field can be opened in the Raton Basin’
which the majors have never been gble to do, which is under-
standable when one considers the negative geelogy on which

they have drilled, the inconvenience will be well worth while
to all who have the interezt of the .&kate gt heart. ’

I hope 1 may have the privilege of completing this well which
will be done as quickly as ‘a rig can be under contract and

moved to tnis location. if the well is a Failurse then I sha
‘plig as per instructions From the Conservation Commission.

1

YOUrSVEry Ly,

R

Enc,

“With God there is no defeat; without Him there is no victery.




flctobar 14, 1965

fir. J. M. Durrett, Jr.
Special Assistant
Attorney Gensral
P. 0. Box 2088
ganta Fe, Nsw Maxico
RE: Case Na. 3321
Daar Sir: '

It ie true that I have baen working on the LsRoe fNo. 1 wsll
which is the subjsct of the cass, for two ysars and a half,
having had four rigs on the wsll and I have held on regardless
of the troubls and expense becsuss I definitely feel that this
well will be a producer,

Thie has csused tha Cantservation Commigsion some inconvenisnce
as 1 have also suffered inconvenience as wsll as hasavy axpsnse
An reaching the place now at ths very top of my objsative
formation which is showing gas. :

fNever-at any time have I baen discouraged nor have I complained
a great deal whan a driller proved to be inaffictient and wholly
unablée to copa with a heavy hased Gf gas which I am enticipating
whsn we break through the main cap rock of the farmation which
I belfeve will be the one to produce, henca I hgvs not hesitated
to lat tham go. A gas well out of control would causs far more
inconvenience to the state and all cencerned then I sufferad

by lstting these drillsrs go,.

This being rasther isolsted it is most #4FFicult to gat a rig

to ?oue to location and I have ta'en contractors at their uurd

while psrmitting sympathy to sway me on tuwg oocasiong., -

,L—ﬂzvtxmﬁ A @s . k@cou-«%/

1 have just recantly arranged far a drilldrita move to this

location to complete the work which may requirs nol murs than

107 to break into the main sand body; and this driller ealled

the Conservation commisaiun at my request to inform the Commission

~ that ha wnsste msva-to my “lacation juat as quickly as ha Pinished
the well that he was driliing. This has been finishsed so hs has

informed me end hs is now making some rapairs on his rig prior

ta moving to locatian,



-2-

I have dong all that T can Lo jat thia wall completed ond
ftave spant a0 little auagy to rasch this objactivae [ am
atill canfidunt that 1 will have an odl woell or I «iuld have
plugned and abendonad thas wall long agoe 1If I quit that 8asin
it will ba (iniehed Por I have heon lostrumantal in gatiing
faur walls dedlled prior to the presant aone and aach wlld
supported oy falth in oil production in theo faton Oasin or

: I would noY have undurtakun the prasant devalopment,

The landownora, San enxd OQusle Cvana LaRoe, avre Fandilisre with the
difffcultios I have w3t with on that wull and naver onoo have

thuy compleinud about tha long drawn out progsdura, The wolld

has no water to becoma cuntaminatud end I am high on structure
with a riy under comitmont to move to the location end Finish -
driiling into tho Daekota sondstons, which, iF noneproductiva,

will be ?ollowod by plugying as par instruction of the 80nsarvat1un
Commigsione It will bs nunessary to movae a rij to location for

plugoing, anyhow, and 2f this wuell is plugged without the adole

tional few faot of drilling that will be nucessary an oil flold
in tha Raton Ogain may have Laen passed upe Evarything {e o bo
gnined and absolutely nothing lust if I am parmitied to procesd
as 1 wish to and the Conservation Comalssion has becn advised
what Y would do,

1 haven't hacn aleepling in my car for many ntghta at & timg in
ordar to save hotol sxpsnse that the monay might he ugad in thie
wbPke It haantt besn pluagssnt fFor anyons, but the loas and worry

havie ‘beon mine, MHad I baen indiffesrent Lo the dangar posed by a

henvy hoagd of yas thare 1 might have gotten thiz hole dnun uith

- the lasy rotary that uas on the wills 314,500.00 on thia 1890'

hole may ssen ridiculous but it has cost this because af income
putent contragtors ond thair misrspresentation rogarviing thoir
ability end rig but so 1t has teane

I atill think that thers is oil in the Haton Gasin and the majors
have somae and jong lsaving this to some indapendent who will not
give up until he has tha ansusr, 1 fosl certain thet I ghall

have n producing well and in tha svent that this woll 1s dry 1

will assura tho g4-te of dHew !\xico that I wlll not bother it ggoin

‘but if this wull 18 a pgrodugay thera will n2 not laas thon 29

wells on this smell structura arki many maro on other structuros
that s have shot oub.

Yours very truly,

L0 -~ Mre Paul 9illinghsne The Actna Laguplby & SUcoty Loe
Governor Jock Me tambells Chairmen (il Conaorvation comae L7

dantal Ge dutter, Exanlnor
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H BEFORE THE
z NEW MEXICO OIl, CONSERVATION GCOMMISSION
é Santa Fe, New Mexico
) October 19, 1965
? cs I EXAMINER HEARING
. =oe 8
R — z
: “gE R T T T
a5 2 , ) ‘
<D - z .
iy E o8 IN THE MATTER OF: _ )
=3 :‘g g The hearing c&lled by the 0il ;
: A . Conservation Commission on its own )
: o 2% |7 motion to permit Willard C. Franks and )
=% a1l other ihterested parties to show )
T "i',z: s 5. cause why the LaRoe Well No. 1 located )
$ e 2 H in the SE/4 NW/4 of Section 19, ) Case No..__3321
@ g 3 Township 27 North, Range 22 East, Colfax)
i w. ¥ § Counjty, New Mexico, should not be )
@ 2 x plugged in accordance with i° Comissiqnjg
QE-" § ; ‘apprqved Plugging progran. )
= : )
bl Te— z =
= 5 3
s I =
A L og ’ ,
™= % = | BEFORE Daniel S. Nutter, Examiner

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING

‘
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DEPOSITIONS, HEARINGS, SYATE MENTS, EXPERT TESTIMONY, DAILY COPY, CONVENTIONS

1120 SIMMS BLDG. # P.O. BOX 1092 ® PHONE 243-6691 ¢ ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

1213 FIRST NATIONAL BANK EAST & PHONE 256-1294 . @ ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

dearnley-meier reporting service, inc.

——y

MR. NUTTER: The hearinq will come to order, please.
The first case this morning will be Case 3321, thch is in -the
matter of the hearing called by the 0il Conservation Cémmissién
on itsAéwn motion.to permit Willard C. Franks and all othef
interested pafties to show cause why the LaRée Well No. 1
located in the Southeaét buarter Northwest Quarter of Szction
19, Township 27 NOrth,.Ranqe 22 East, Colfax County, New
Mexico, should " not be plugged in accordance with a Commission-
approved plugging pfogram.
| Mr. Durrett, do you have a witness in this case?
MR.JbURRETT: If the Examiner please, Jim Durrett,
representing the Commission Staff,‘and‘I dO‘havé Oneuwitness,
‘&r. Kapteina. ’
(Witness sworn.)
MR. NUTTER: Are Ehere any other appearances in
Case 33é1? Go ahead, Mr. Durrett.
JAMES E. KAPTEINA
called as a witness herein, having been first duly sworn on
oath, was examinéd and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. DURRETT:

Q Will you please state your name and position for the

A James E. Kapteina, Petroleum Engineer for the New
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-
Mexico 0il Conservation Commission;

o) Are you also the'supervisor of the—Comhission's

District Number Four, Mr. Kapteina?

b4
Q
£
&
8
-
[ 3
S
: 8 .
s’ X o A Yes, Sir, I am,
o= . =Y
- 2 Zs ©Q Is Colfax County, New Mexico, within your
a> & 4@ '
= B ooy o :
> — - . A . . Lo . .
== = 39 Jurisdiction as Supervisor of District Number Four?
s> & 3k | o
<3 g <3 ;
z .2 A It is, ,
DO I e
>3 © .
= F 32 0 Are you. familiar with the Willarg c. Franks LaRoe
IS
e 3‘ 'i’.}‘; .
. - € »
=. : 2y Well No. 1 which 1s the subject matter of this hearing?
as’ g, 9.
[, x o~
. o ®
— g 35 A Yes.
$ vmm— 3 . . - - :
E; o q% Q Is this well located in the Southeast Quarter of
. & «3 - :
v R : . , . e
: g;‘ Z g§ the Northwest Quarter of Section lg, Township 27 North, Range
. -l’-
= £ i3
- .y ~N = =
: ;; i X2 | 22 East?
S T oga
. | 6 =

A It is,
Q _Will you please refer to the file that you have
before you and state to the Examiner if that is the Commission’sg

official well fjle concerning this well?

V4

A Yes, sir, it is.
0 Will YOu please refer to that File, Mr, Kapteina, ang
'lgive the Examiner SOme‘background cohcerning this well,

'particularly what Gate was it drilled, by whom, according to

your recorg?

A Notice of Intention to Drill was filed March 28th,




PAGE 4
| Q  Who was the bperatbr, Mr. Kapteina?
A Mr. Willard C. Franks from Briggsdale, Colorado.

Notice of Intention was approved on April 5th. The well was
spudded on around May thh, and sixty feet of surface casing
was set on ﬁhé same day; and dfillinq procegded to approximaéely
260,féet when they had a littie‘rig”t;ouble. After fhat Qas
corrected, he went on to about 1400 feet and --

Q0  You are obtaining all 'of this information that you
”are stqting to:the Exaﬁiner at this time from the reports

filed with the Commission, is that correct? ‘

DEPOSITIONS, HEARINGS, STATE ﬁENTS. EXPERT TESTIMONY,-DAILY COPY, CONVENTIONS

1120 SIMMS BLDG. @ P.O. BOX 1092 & PHONE 243-6691 . ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

1213 FIRST NATIONAL BANK EAST @ PHONE 256:1294 -® ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

dearnley-meier reporting service,. inc.

A These are reports either on the Commission férm or
.z _
o by letter.
.2 MR. NUTTER: Mr. Kapteina, was 1400 feet reached?
A On or about July the 10th.
MR. NUTTER: Of '63?
L P ; A Yes, sir. At that time he changéd rigs again and

‘then after the rig change, he drilled to 1750 feet and drilling
was stopped again. '
. MR. NUTTER: What date was that, Mr. Kapteina?

A March 28th, 1964.

o) (By Mr. Durrett) What does your next repdft
indicate?
A That's just to confirm the fact that he had gone

to 1750 feet. .
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-2 0 Is that the Present statyg of the wel} as far ag
£ ;
2 You know frop your records?
v

A NO. - He obtaineg another rigq ang in\september, I

‘believe it was, and then --

NEW MEXICO

ONE 243.6691 o ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

There was no rig on the hole,

MR, PORTER. Was that Octobeyr of '64>

DEPOSIYIONS, HEARINGS, STATE MENTS, EXPERT TESTIMONY, DAILY COpY,
BANK EAST o PHONE 256-1204- o ALBUQUERQUE;

.0. BOX 1092 o py

P

A October of '64. 1 then, o

1120 Simms BLDG, o
1213 PIRST NATIONAL

dearnley-merier 'eporting service, ing

SPECIALIZING. 1,

reports from Mr. Franks as to any re9umption of the drillinq

Operations, although I made ;5 field trip in September and the

Auqust, T

Q (By Mr, Durrett) Is that this 1ast Septembar
Septemher, 19652 4

A September of 65, yes, si;; we-do hgbe AumerdUs
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0 Nill you please state again to the Examiner when
the last drilling activity was taking place on this’well, as
you can tell from your official reports?

A From official reports, the last drilliﬁq reported

was September 24, 1964.

0 And what is the present status of the well as far
as casing and --

A There's sixty foot of surface casing in the hole.
The well has been drilled to-approximately 1800.

4] Are you familiar with Rule 202-C of the Commission's

DEPOSITIONS, HEARINGS, STATE MENTS, EXPERT TESTIMONY, DAILY CQPY, 'CONVENTIONS

Rules and Requlations, Mr. Kapteina?
A Yes, sir, I am.

0 Would you please summarize that for the Examiner,

1120 SIMMS BLDG. ® P.O, BOX 1092 e PHONE 243.6691 @ ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

1213 FIRST NATIONAL BANK EAST © PHONE 2556-1294 ¢ ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
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SPECIALIZING IN;

what;the substanéé‘of tﬁat rule‘is?‘

A . When drilling Opef;tions have been suspended for
sixty days, the well shall be plugged and abandoned"unless
| a permit for temporary abandonment has been obtained from the
-Commissio;.

@) Have you issued a permit for temporary abandonment

‘concerning this well?

A I have not. I have had ro applicatioh for temporary
- | abardonment.
o) Are you of the opinion that this well has been

abandoned, Mr. Kaptéina?
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A It would appear to be abandoned, yes. There have

R I

1964. ' :
0 Is it your opinion that this well is causing waste
or will cause waste .if it is not'plugged in the near future? ; _
i

been no operations or reported operations sinde September,

A Mr. Franks feportea that some gas had been coming
from the well in small amounts, and without casing in the
‘well and the well shut in, that will escape to some other

zone_if there's any other porous zones present.

Q Do you have a recommendation to make to the Examiner

DEPOSETIONS. HEARINGS, STATE MENTS, EXPERY TESTIMONY, DAILY COPY, CONYENTIONS .

concerning this well?

A The Commission had a“call from James Drillind

1120 SI/AMS BLDG. ¢ PO, BOX 1092 & PHONE 243-669i ® ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
1213 FIRST NATIONAL BANK EAST o PHONE 256-1294 ® ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

dearniey-meier reporting service, inc.

"CPECIALIZING IN:

Company in Denver, Coiorado, that ihey had been contacted by
Mr. F:aﬁks and thaﬁ they had contracted t; move é rig on“thé
LaRoe No. i within the next ten days and to try to complete
this well‘for Mr. Franks.

Q . You would have no objection to this well being
completed if it were done within a reasonable timé, would y0u,
Mr. Kapteina?

A No.- I would recomménd that Mr. Franks be given
to ‘November the 15th to compléte this well as a perucer; if,”"

possible, or to plug and abandon the well by November 30th.

Q You. are recommending that he be given until

‘November 15th to put the well on production, and if it is not
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on production at that daﬁe, to be given until when to'plug it?

A November 30th. fThat's an additional fifteen days.
Q An additional fifteen days to plug the well?

A That's right,

b. Do you have a plugging proqraﬁ/td recommend to the

Examiner in the event that the well has to be plugged'>

A Not at this time. That would aepend on the drllllnq

092 & PHONE 243.6691 o ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

DEPOS;T!ONS, HEARINGS, STATE MENTS, EXPERT YTESTIMONY, DAILY COPY, CONVENTIONS
& PHONE 256.1294 » ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

dearnley-meier reporting service inc.

ok abandon it.
8s
2% Q Then you would;recommend that if the well is not
.3
¢ z 4z
) §§ completed by Novembei 15th, that he be requlred to submit a
: = wZ
B ~N T =
= 22 .
5 ox plugging program to you for your anoroval 1s that your

recommendatlon?
A Eitﬁer that orvadditioﬁal information on the
ce T » formations éhéountered in the well.
MR. DURRETT: Thank you, Mr. Kapteina. That will
complete my examination of Mr. Kapteina, and the éommissiqn
Case concerning thié well, | |

AN O

BY MR. NUTTER:

i
3

\’?i?x You stated that . on May 10th you wroéte to My,

Franks and called on him to resume operations or to plug and

abandon the well. Have you had correspondence with him since




DAILY COPY, CONVENTIONS
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that date?
A Quite a hit.
Q What has been the essence of that correspondence?
A That he has been unable to obtain rigs. He has

‘been trying to obtain rigs to move on this well. He has been

all over New Mexico and part of Colorado trying to get a rig.

Q And there hasn‘t been a rig available anywhere?A
A Not until the present time,.
0 But now & drilling contractor coritacted you and

said that they had contracted to‘méve onto this well within
ten days. Presumably that's ten'daQS from OCtoberllQEh
because you got the call today? |

A ° Yes.

0 You mentioned the ﬁigure ten feet; ie that tﬁe
operatorﬁs stétement in his cérresponaence, that he has ten
feet to go to the pay?

A In one ;f these letters, or possibly more than one
of these letters, that is what he has stated.

-Q “So ip other words, presuming that the rig would be
moved on by October 29th at the latest, you figure that until
November 15th would be the ﬁééésséry tiﬁe to drill the
necessary ten feet?

A Yes.

0 And the well would be completed as a producer by
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that date?

A That woulq que him time to"drillwéﬁ"éaéitional

ten feet ang if Production jg obtained, to set casing ang

o) And then if he has évaluated it and jt's 4
non~commercial, pe would have an additiohal'fifteén days to
November 30th to plug it?

A That'sg CoOrrect,
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‘strata in which itfs found.

0 Has any water been eéncountered jp this well, to your
knowledge?
A, None Yeported,
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— -

Q So at least you would have to have a cement plug

down where this gas is; somewherc in the bottom 450 feet? -
A That's right. B
} . Q And in the event there are water Sands above that,
i

e,

H
i

EW. MEXICO

\

, NEW MEXICO

you would want a cement pJug there?
A There are no water sands above that, They have

g

eéncountered no water whatsocever,

NE 256:1294 o ALBUQUERQUE

t
s !
DEPOSITIONS, MEARINGS, STATE MENYS, EXPERT TESTIMONY, DAILY COPY; CONVENTIONS
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M Q Then you would want a cement plug at the surface?
= o

o= .8 A And the normal regulation marker.

| S N': . ) .

— Ea 0] And a marker?

22 2s

a> 5 ¥ S

= SE A Yes,

>I- z :-jg .

> 9 §§, 0 This“would all be determined after you fing out

} et = w : .

— I 35 - 4 . » .

;gg : Eg what has happened during this forthcoming drilling operation?
= 5 Z&-] . : ,

A Yes, that's correct.

MR. NUTTER: Are~thcrewany'other‘questions'of Mr,

Kapteina? Mr. Porter,

BY MR. PORTER:

0 How many trips have you made to the well since it

was spudded?

A - Since it wase first drilled?

Q Yes.,

A 'Two.

0 And there was not any rig on the hole at either time?

A At no time dig 1 find a rig on the hole. : [
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0 And he has supposedly changed rigs some two or

three times?

N;' A At least four times.
0 Four times?
A | From his correspondeﬁceT
Q And his last correspondence is to the effect that
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he hadn't been able to get a drilling rig over a period of
several months?

A Yes, that's right.

0 That would indicate a shortage of drillinQ’rigs in

DEPOSITIONS, HEAIINdS, STATE MENTS, EXPERY TESTIMONY, DAILY COPY, CONVYENTIONS

the coﬁntry?

A Either that or he's very particular.

1120 S|MM$ BLDG. . P.O,.BOX 1092 ® PHONE 243.6491 & ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

1213 FIRST NATIONAL BANK EAST » PHONE 254-1294 ® ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

SPECIALIZING IN)

~ MR. PORTER: That's all I have.
MR. DURRETT: Mr. Examiner, I would like to move

that you take administrativé notice of the Commission Well

File in this case, and the contents thereof.
'MR. NUTTER: We will take noticé of the Well File

its comtents, -
and the-cosyeependense, and the various and sundry correspondenc

that we have relating to the well.

If no further questions of Mr. Kapteina, he may be

excused,

{(Witness excused.)

MR, NUTTER: Do you have anythifg further, Mr.

Durrett?

Y2
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S MR. DURRETT: I do not.
|
E % MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have anything further to
| v
8 o offer in Case 3321? We will take the case under advisement.
. =3 9 '
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