


This information must be provided to the appropriate district office no later than 90 days after the release discovery date. 

  Each of the following items must be included in the report. 
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August 26, 2021 

District II 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
811 South First Street 
Artesia, New Mexico 88210 

RE: Closure Request 
Santa Fe #8 
Incident Numbers nHMP1407233282, nAB1432936692, nAB1836158635 
Eddy County, New Mexico 
WPX Energy Permian, LLC 

To Whom It May Concern: 

WSP USA Inc. (WSP) on behalf of WPX Energy Permian, Inc. (WPX), presents the following Closure 
Request detailing site assessment, soil sampling, and excavation activities at the Santa Fe #8 (Site) 
located in Unit A, Section 35, Township 22 South, Range 28 East, in Eddy County, New Mexico 
(Figure 1). The purpose of the site assessment, soil sampling, and excavation activities was to 
address impacts to soil following three releases of crude oil and produced water at the Site. Based 
on the excavation activities and results of confirmation soil sampling, WPX is submitting this 
Closure Request, describing remediation that has occurred and requesting no further action 
(NFA) for Incident Numbers nHMP1407233282, nAB1432936692 and nAB1836158635. 

RELEASE BACKGROUND 

Incident Number nHMP1407233282

On February 5, 2014, a water pump failed, resulting in the release of approximately 25 barrels 
(bbls) of produced water into the lined secondary containment and spilled out onto the well pad 
surface. Vacuum trucks were immediately dispatched and recovered approximately 23 bbls of 
produced water. WPX reported the release to the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
(NMOCD) on a Release Notification and Corrective Action Form C-141 (Form C-141) on 
February 21, 2014 and was subsequently assigned Incident Number nHMP1407233282. 

Incident Number nAB1432936692 

On November 22, 2014, threads in a swedge connection to an injection line broke, resulting in 
the release of approximately 1,225 bbls of produced water to the well pad surface. Vacuum 
trucks were immediately dispatched and recovered approximately 1,170 bbls of produced water. 
WPX reported the release to the NMOCD on a Form C-141 on November 24, 2014 and was 
subsequently assigned Incident Number nAB1432936692. 
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Incident Number nAB1836158635 

On October 31, 2018, an injection pump failed causing the production tanks to overflow, resulting 
in the release of approximately 5 bbls of crude oil and 615 bbls of produced water into the lined 
secondary containment and spilled out onto the well pad surface. The lined containment 
overfilled and about 80 bbls of fluid impacted the well pad surface. WPX verified that there was 
no visual evidence of a breach in the liner.  Vacuum trucks were immediately dispatched and 
recovered approximately 5 bbls of crude oil and 605 bbls of produced water. WPX reported the 
release to the NMOCD on a Form C-141 on November 12, 2018 and was subsequently assigned 
Incident Number nAB1836158635. 

SITE CHARACTERIZATION 

WSP characterized the Site according to Table 1, Closure Criteria for Soils Impacted by a Release, 
of Title 19, Chapter 15, Part 29, Section 12 (19.15.29.12) of the New Mexico Administrative Code 
(NMAC).  There are no regional or Site-specific hydrological conditions, such as shallow surface 
water, karst features, wetlands, or vegetation, to suggest the Site is conducive to shallow 
groundwater. Depth to groundwater at the Site is estimated to be greater than 55 feet below 
ground surface (bgs) based on the nearest groundwater well data. The nearest permitted water 
well with depth to water data is New Mexico Office of the State Engineer (NMOSE) file number 
C-04417, located approximately 0.79 miles southwest of the Site. NMOSE well C-04417 was 
drilled by WPX on March 31, 2020 during a depth to water study of the area. Using a truck 
mounted drill rig equipped with hollow stem auger, the soil boring was advanced to a total depth 
of 55 feet bgs. No water was observed within the soil boring after 48 hours and the boring was 
plugged and abandoned. Ground surface elevation at the groundwater well location is 3,072 feet 
above mean sea level (amsl), which is approximately 48 feet lower in elevation than the Site. The 
NMOSE Well Record and Log of the referenced well is included as Attachment 1.  

The closest continuously flowing or significant watercourse to the Site is an intermittent riverine, 
located approximately 1,015 feet southwest of the Site. The Site is greater than 200 feet from a 
lakebed, sinkhole, or playa lake and greater than 300 feet from an occupied residence, school, 
hospital, institution, church, or wetland. The Site is greater than 1,000 feet to a freshwater well 
or spring and is not within a 100-year floodplain or overlying a subsurface mine. The Site is not 
underlain by unstable geology (medium potential karst designation area). Site receptors are 
identified on Figure 1. 

CLOSURE CRITERIA 

Based on the results of the Site Characterization, the following NMOCD Table 1 Closure Criteria 
(Closure Criteria) apply: 

 Benzene:  10 milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) 
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 Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and total xylenes (BTEX):  50 mg/kg 

 Total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH)-gasoline range organics (GRO) and TPH-diesel range 
organics (DRO): 1,000 mg/kg 

 TPH: 2,500 mg/kg 

 Chloride: 10,000 mg/kg 

EXCAVATION ACTIVITIES AND ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

From July 19, 2021 to July 26, 2021, WSP personnel was onsite to oversee excavation activities 
within the subject release area. Prior to initiating excavation activities onsite, WSP reviewed and 
verified the Form C-141 incident description (release source and release location) with visual soil 
impacts and confirmed that the release was contained to the well pad. The release extent was 
mapped utilizing a handheld Global Positioning System (GPS) unit and is presented on Figure 2. 

Excavation of impacted soil was directed by field screening soil samples for volatile aromatic 
hydrocarbons using a calibrated photoionization detector (PID) and chloride using Hach® chloride 
QuanTab® test strips. When field screening indicated compliance with Closure Criteria, 5-point 
composite confirmation soil samples (FS01 through FS65 and SW01 through SW10) were 
collected from the excavation area. Composite floor samples FS01 through FS06 in the excavation 
included soil from the sidewalls and all composite soil samples represented, at most, 200 square 
feet. The soil samples were placed directly into a pre-cleaned glass jars, labeled with the location, 
date, time, sampler initials, method of analysis, and immediately placed on ice. The soil samples 
were transported at or below 4 degrees Celsius (°C), under strict chain-of-custody (COC) 
procedures, to Eurofins Laboratories (Eurofins) in Carlsbad, New Mexico, for analysis of BTEX 
following United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Method 8021B; TPH following 
EPA Method 8015M/D; and chloride following EPA Method 300.0.  

During the duration of remediation activities, approximately 1,900 cubic yards of impacted soil 
were removed from the excavation area and transported to the R360 Halfway Facility in          
Hobbs, New Mexico for disposal under WPX-approved manifests. The excavation area measured 
a total of approximately 12,900 square feet in area and ranged in depth from approximately 1-
foot to 4 feet bgs. The excavation area and soil sample locations are depicted on Figure 2. 
Photographic documentation was conducted throughout remediation activities and is presented 
in Attachment 2. 

Laboratory analytical results for soil samples FS01 through FS65 and SW01 through SW10 
indicated benzene, BTEX, TPH, and chloride concentrations were compliant with the Closure 
Criteria.  
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DELINEATION ACTIVITIES 

On July 26, 2021, WSP personnel conducted delineation activities to define the periphery of 
horizontal impacts. WSP advanced five potholes (PH01 through PH05) around the subject release 
extent. Two soil samples were collected at approximately 0.5 feet bgs and 1 foot bgs at each 
pothole location. Delineation activities were directed by field screening soil samples for volatile 
aromatic hydrocarbons. The delineation soil samples were collected, handled, and analyzed as 
previously described. Field screening results and observations for the boreholes were recorded 
on lithologic/soil sampling logs and are presented in Attachment 3. The pothole sample locations 
were mapped utilizing a handheld GPS unit and are presented on Figure 3. 

Laboratory analytical results for the delineation soil samples collected from potholes indicated 
benzene, BTEX, TPH, and chloride concentrations were compliant with the Closure Criteria and 
reclamation standard. 

LABORATORY ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

Laboratory analytical results of all final excavation confirmation soil samples indicated 
compliance with the Closure Criteria. Laboratory analytical results from the delineation soil 
samples (PH01 through PH05) and excavation soil samples (FS02, FS04, FS06, FS07, SW01 and 
SW02) defines the periphery of horizontal impact of the subject release to the north, east, south 
and west to 600 mg/kg chloride or less. Laboratory analytical results are summarized in Table 1. 
Complete laboratory analytical reports are included in Attachment 4. 

CLOSURE REQUEST 

WSP and WPX believe these remedial actions are protective of human health, the environment, 
and groundwater. Based on the laboratory analytical results of all final excavation confirmation 
and delineation soil samples, WPX is requesting closure of Incident Numbers nHMP1407233282, 
nAB1432936692, nAB1836158635. Upon approval of this closure request, WPX will backfill the 
excavation with material purchased locally and recontour the Site to match pre-existing site 
conditions. 

WSP and WPX believe these remedial actions are protective of human health, the environment, 
and groundwater. As such, WPX respectfully requests NFA for Incident 
Number nHMP1407233282, nAB1432936692, nAB1836158635  

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Daniel R. Moir 
(303) 887-2946.



Sincerely, 

WSP USA Inc. 

Anna Byers Daniel R. Moir, P.G. 
Consultant, Geologist Lead Consultant, Geologist 

cc: Lynda Laumbach, Devon 
Bureau of Land Management 

Attachments: 

Figure 1 Site Location Map 
Figure 2 Excavation Samples Location Map 
Figure 3 Delineation Samples Location Map 
Table 1  Soil Analytical Results Table 
Attachment 1 Referenced Well Record 
Attachment 2 Photographic Log 
Attachment 3 Lithologic Soil Sampling Logs 
Attachment 4 Analytical Reports 
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Photo No. Date 

1 July 19, 2021 

Excavation activities south of the 
decommissioned tank battery 

containment facing west 

Photo No. Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 July 21, 2021 

Excavation activities south of the 
decommissioned tank battery 

containment facing west 
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Photo No. Date 

3 July 21, 2021 

 Excavation activities in the southern 
pad area facing southeast 

Photo No. Date 

 

4 July 22, 2021 

Excavation activities north of the 
plugged and abandoned well facing 

south 
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Photo No. Date 

5 July 22, 2021 

Excavation activities in the southern 
pad area facing southeast 

Photo No. Date 

6 July 22, 2021 

Excavation activities in the southern 
pad area facing northeast 
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Photo No. Date 

 

7 July 23, 2021 

Final northern excavation extent 
facing north 

Photo No. Date 

 

8 July 23, 2021 

Final southern excavation extent 
facing west 



 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 
WPX Energy Permian, 

LLC.  
SANTA FE #8 

Eddy County, NM 
TE034821008 

Page 5 
 

Photo No. Date 

 

9 July 23, 2021 

Final southern excavation area 
facing east 

Photo No. Date 

 

10 July 23, 2021 

Final western excavation extent 
facing south 
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Sample ID: PH03 Date: 7/26/2021

Site Name: Santa Fe 

Incident Numbers: nHMP1407233282, AB1432936692 and
AB1836158635

WSP Job Number: TE034821008

Logged By: Anna Byers Method: Track Hoe
Lat/Long: Field Screening: Hole Diameter: Total Depth:

Chloride, PID 1 foot
Comments: 
D - Moisture Content Dry; Chloride values do not include correction factor
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D 224 0 No PH03 0.5 CCHE Off-white well cemented CALICHE, gravel sized clasts, no odor

D 416 0 No PH03 1 CCHE
Total Depth
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Authorized for release by:
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State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  45707

CONDITIONS
Operator:

WPX Energy Permian, LLC
Devon Energy  Regulatory
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

OGRID:

246289
Action Number:

45707
Action Type:

[C141] Release Corrective Action (C141)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition Date

chensley None 10/1/2021


