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Operator/Responsible Party, 
 
The OCD has received the form C-141 you provided on _6/27/2017_ regarding an unauthorized release.  The information 
contained on that form has been entered into our incident database and remediation case number _1RP-4741__ has been 
assigned.  Please refer to this case number in all future correspondence. 
 
It is the Division’s obligation under both the Oil & Gas Act and Water Quality Act to provide for the protection of public 
health and the environment.  Our regulations (19.15.29.11 NMAC) state the following, 
 

The responsible person shall complete division-approved corrective action for releases that endanger public 
health or the environment.  The responsible person shall address releases in accordance with a remediation 
plan submitted to and approved by the division or with an abatement plan submitted in accordance with 
19.15.30 NMAC. [emphasis added] 

 
Release characterization is the first phase of corrective action unless the release is ongoing or is of limited volume and all 
impacts can be immediately addressed.  Proper and cost-effective remediation typically cannot occur without adequate 
characterization of the impacts of any release.  Furthermore, the Division has the ability to impose reasonable conditions 
upon the efforts it oversees.  As such, the Division is requiring a workplan for the characterization of impacts associated 
with this release be submitted to the OCD District _1_ office in __Hobbs____ on or before _7/30/2017_.  If and when 
the release characterization workplan is approved, there will be an associated deadline for submittal of the resultant 
investigation report.  Modest extensions of time to these deadlines may be granted, but only with acceptable 
justification. 
 
The goals of a characterization effort are:  1) determination of the lateral and vertical extents along with the magnitude 
of soil contamination.  2) determine if groundwater or surface waters have been impacted.  3) If groundwater or surface 
waters have been impacted, what are the extents and magnitude of that impact.  4) The characterization of any other 
adverse impacts that may have occurred (examples: impacts on vegetation, impacts on wildlife, air quality, loss of use of 
property, etc.).  To meet these goals as quickly as possible, the following items must, at a minimum, be addressed in the 
release characterization workplan and subsequent reporting: 
 

of the four cardinal compass directions.  Adsorbed soil contamination must 
be characterized for the following constituents using the associated laboratory methods:  benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, 
and total xylenes by either Method 8260 or 8021, total petroleum hydrocarbons by Method 8015 extended range 
(GRO+DRO+MRO; C6 thru C36), and for chloride by Method 300.  This is not an exclusive list of potential contaminants.  
Analyzed parameters should be modified based on the nature of the released substance(s).  Soil sampling must be both 
within the impacted area and beyond. 
 

Adsorbed soil contamination must be characterized for the following constituents 
using the associated laboratory methods:  benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and total xylenes by either Method 8260 or 
8021, total petroleum hydrocarbons by Method 8015 extended range (GRO+DRO+MRO; C6 thru C36), and for chloride by 
Method 300.  As above, this is not an exclusive list of potential contaminants and can be modified.  
characterization samples should be taken at depth intervals no greater than five feet apart.  Lithologic description of 
encountered soils must also be provided.  At least ten vertical feet of soils with contaminant concentrations at or below 
these values must be demonstrated as existing above the water table. 
 

d and laboratory analyses must be provided. 
 

 
 

screening and assessment techniques are acceptable (headspace, titration, EC [include algorithm for validation 
purposes], EM, etc.), but the sampling and assay procedures must be clearly defined.  Copies of field notes are highly 
desirable.  A statistically significant set of split samples must be submitted for confirmatory laboratory analysis, including 
the laterally farthest and vertically deepest sets of soil samples.  Make sure there are at least two soil samples submitted 



for laboratory analysis from each borehole or test pit (highest observed contamination and deepest depth investigated). 
Copies of the actual laboratory results must be provided including chain of custody documentation. 
 

protectable groundwater and lateral distance to nearest surface water.  If there is an 
estimate of groundwater depth, the information used to arrive at that estimate must be provided.  If there is a reasonable 
assumption that the depth to protectable water is 50 feet or less, the responsible party should anticipate the need for at 
least one groundwater monitoring well to be installed in the area of likely maximum contamination. 
 

If groundwater contamination is encountered, an additional investigation workplan may be required to determine the 
extents of that contamination.  Groundwater and/or surface water samples, if any, must be analyzed by a competent 
laboratory for volatile organic hydrocarbons (typically Method 8260 
cations including chloride and sulfate, dissolved iron, and dissolved manganese.  The investigation workplan must provide 
the groundwater sampling method(s) and sample handling protocols.  To the fullest extent possible, aqueous analyses 
must be undertaken using nominal method detection limits.  As with the soil analyses, copies of the actual laboratory 
results must be provided including chain of custody documentation. 
 

 Accurately scaled and well-drafted site maps must be provided providing the location of borings, test pits, monitoring 
wells, potentially impacted areas, and significant surface features including roads and site infrastructure that might limit 
either the release characterization or remedial efforts.  Field sketches may be included in subsequent reporting, but should 
not be considered stand-alone documentation of the site’s layout.  Digital photographic documentation of the location 
and fieldwork is recommended, especially if unusual circumstances are encountered. 
 
Nothing herein should be interpreted to preclude emergency response actions or to imply immediate remediation by 
removal cannot proceed as warranted.  Nonetheless, characterization of impacts and confirmation of the effectiveness 
of remedial efforts must still be provided to the OCD before any release incident will be closed. 
 
 
Jim Griswold 
OCD Environmental Bureau Chief 
1220 South St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87505 
505-476-3465 

 



 

 

 

Trinity Oilfield Services & Rentals, LLC 
 
 

July 27, 2022 
 

Oil Conservation Division, District I 
1625 N. French Drive   
Hobbs, NM 88240 
 

        Re:             Closure Request 
Red Tank 28 Fed 1 CTB 
Tracking #: NOY1718132063 (1RP-4741) 

 
 

Trinity Oilfield Services (Trinity), on behalf of OXY USA, Inc., hereby submits the following Closure Request 
in response to a release that occurred at the above referenced location, and further described below.   
 

Site Information 
Incident ID NOY1718132063 (1RP-4741) 
Site Name Red Tank 28 Fed 1 CTB 
Company OXY USA, Inc. 
County Lea 
ULSTR A-28-22S-32E 

GPS Coordinates (NAD 83) 32.3689423,-103.6722183 
Landowner Federal 

 
RELEASE BACKGROUND 
 
On 6/22/2017, OXY USA, Inc. reported a release at the Red Tank 28 Fed 1 CTB.  The release was caused when 
a a 4 inch Poly main gas lin eleaked.  Approximately 11,250 sqFt of the Pasture was found to be damp upon 
initial inspection 
 

Release Information 
Date of Release 6/20/2017 
Type of Release Crude Oil and Produced Water 

Source of Release Equipment Failure 
Volume Released – Produced Water 10 bbls 

Volume Recovered – Produced Water 0 bbls 
Volume Released – Crude Oil 4 bbls 

Volume Recovered – Crude Oil 0 bbls 

Affected Area – Damp Soil Pasture - Approximately 11,250 sqFt 

Site Location Map Figure 1 
 

 
SITE CHARACTERIZATION AND CLOSURE CRITERIA 
 
Depth to Groundwater/Wellhead Protection:   
 

Data Source Well Number Data Date Depth (ft.) 
NM OSE NA NA NA 

USGS NA NA NA 
Soil Bore SB-01 04/05/2022 105' 

 



 

 

A search of the groundwater well databases maintained by the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
(NMOSE) and the United States Geological Survey (USGS) was conducted to determine if any registered 
groundwater wells are located within a 1/2 mile of the release site.  The search revealed that One (1) well 
occurred in the data bases that meets the NMOCD criteria for age of data, distance of the data point well from 
the release point and a data point well having a diagram of construction.   
 
On 04/05/2022, Trinity was onsite to drill a groundwater determination borehole (SB-01) to 105' below ground 
surface within a ½ mile radius of the incident location. The borehole was left open for 72 hours and checked for 
the presence of groundwater. As a result, no water was detected at 105' below surface at the borehole location 
(32.366208, -103.670411). The driller log is attached for reference.     
 
General Site Characterization: 
 

Site Assessment 
Karst Potential Low 

Distance to Watercourse > 1000 ft. 
Within 100 yr Floodplain No 

Pasture Impact Yes 
 
A risk-based site assessment/characterization was performed in accordance with the New Mexico Oil 
Conservation Division (NMOCD) Rule (Title 19 Chapter 15 Part 29) for releases on oil and gas development 
and production in New Mexico (effective August 14, 2018). To summarize the site assessment/characterization 
evaluation, the affected area has Low potential for cave and karst, and no other receptors (residence, school, 
hospital, institution, church, mining, municipal or other ordinance boundaries) were located within the 
regulatorily promulgated distances from the site.  
 
Closure Criteria: 
 

Site & Pasture 4ft bgs | Recommended Remedial Action Levels (RRALs) 
Chlorides 20,000 mg/kg 

TPH (GRO and DRO and MRO) 2,500 mg/kg 
TPH (GRO and DRO) 1,000 mg/kg 

BTEX 50 mg/kg 
Benzene 10 mg/kg 

 
A reclamation standard of 600 mg/kg chloride and 100 mg/kg TPH was applied to the top four feet of the pasture 
area that was impacted by the release, per NMAC 19.15.29.13.D (1) for the top four feet of areas that will be 
reclaimed following remediation. 
 
INITIAL ASSESMENT AND REMEDIATION ACTIVITES 
 
Initial Sample Activities: 
 

Delineation Summary 
Delineation Dates 08/16/2017 
Depths Sampled Surface - 9' 

 
 

All soil samples were placed into laboratory supplied glassware, labeled, and maintained on ice until delivery 
to NMOCD-approved laboratory (Cardinal Laboratories of Hobbs, NM) for the analysis of chloride using 
Method SM4500 Cl-B, Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene and Xylenes (BTEX) by EPA Method 8021 B and 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon (TPH) constituents the by EPA 8015M.   

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Confirmation Activities: 
 

Remediation Summary 
Remediation Dates 04/11/2022 - 04/20/2022 
Workplan Approval 12/8/2017 

Liner Variance Request None 
Deferral Request None 
Depths Excavated 6" - 4' 

Area Represented by the required 5-point 
Confirmation Samples – Floors and Walls 

200 sqFt. 

Total Volume of Excavated Soil  833 
Remediation Map Attached 
Laboratory Results Table 1 

 
Impacted soil within the release margins were excavated and temporarily stockpiled on-site on a 6-mil plastic 
sheeting, pending final disposition. The floors of the excavated area were advanced until laboratory analytical 
results from confirmation soil samples indicate Chloride, Benzene, BTEX, and TPH concentrations are below 
the NMOCD Closure Criteria listed in the Table above, and all walls were advanced to meet reclamation 
standard.  Confirmation soil samples (five-point composites representing no more than 200 sqFt. of the 
excavated area) were collected from the floor and sidewalls.   
 
Upon receiving laboratory analytical data showing that confirmation soil samples from the excavated areas yield 
results below the selected NMOCD Table 1 Closure Criteria; the impacted soil was transported under manifest 
to a NMOCD-approved disposal facility and the excavated area was backfilled with locally sourced, non-
impacted "like" material. 
 
SITE RECLAMATION AND RESTORATION 
 
Areas affected by the release and the associated remediation activities were restored to a condition which existed 
prior to the release to the extent practicable. The affected area was contoured and/or compacted to provide 
erosion control, stability and preservation of surface water flow. Affected areas not on production pads and/or 
lease roads will be reseeded with a prescribed US Bureau of Land Management seed mixture during the first 
favorable growing season following closure of the site in accordance with the applicable regulatory agency. 
 
REQUEST FOR CLOSURE 
 

Supporting Documentation 
C-141, page 6 Signed and Attached 

Remediation Map Attached 
Depth to Groundwater Maps and Source Attached 

US NWI Map Attached 
FEMA Flood Hazard Map Attached 

USDA Soil Survey Attached 
Site Photography Attached 

Laboratory Analytics with COCs Attached 
 
 

The site has been remediated to meet the standards of Table I of 19.15.29.12 NMAC; therefore, Trinity Oilfield 
Services respectfully requests that the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division grant    closure approval for the 
referenced release. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dan Dunkelberg 
Project Manager 

Sincerely, 

Dan Dunkelberg 
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Remediation Map
OXY USA, Inc.

Red Tank 28 Fed 1 CTB
Lea County, New Mexico

NMOCD Reference #
NOY1718132063
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D Caliche Road Base at Surface. Dry

Reddish Brown Sandy Loam. Dry

Light Tan Sandy Loam. Dry

Reddish Brown Sandy Clay Loam. Dry

Light Gray Sandy Clay Loam. Dry

Reddish Brown Sandy Clay Loam. Dry

Reddish Brown Sandy Clay Loam. Dry

Reddish Brown Clay Loam. Dry
Light Tan Sandy Loam. Dry

Tan Sandy Loam. Dry

White Sandy Loam. Dry

Termination Depth at:105 ft.
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Soil Bore Log SB-01

PROJECT NAME Red Tank 27-28
CLIENT OXY USA, Inc.

DRILLING DATE 04/05/2022
TOTAL DEPTH 105'

COORDINATES 32.36509, -103.66921
COORD SYS NAD 83
ULSTR N-11-26S-28E
SURFACE ELEVATION 3624'

COMMENTS Spud on the Northwest corner of the Red Tank 27-28 SWD pad. Bore Hole was
observed to be dry after 72 hrs.

LOGGED BY CJ
CHECKED BY DD

Depth (ft) Moisture Material Description Elevation (ft)

DRY HOLE This bore log is intended for evidence of depth to groundwater greater than 105'
produced by ESlog.ESdat.net on 26 Jul 2022
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  153935

CONDITIONS
Operator:

OXY USA INC
P.O. Box 4294
Houston, TX 772104294

OGRID:

16696
Action Number:

153935
Action Type:

[C141] Release Corrective Action (C141)

CONDITIONS

Created
By

Condition Condition Date

bhall None 10/27/2022


