
TETRA TECH 
8911 N. Capital of Texas Hwy, Building 2, Suite 2310, Austin, TX, 78759 

Tel 512-338-1667   Fax 512-338-1331   www.tetratech.com

June 16, 2020

Bradford Billings
Hydrologist
District 2 Artesia
Oil Conservation Division
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Subject:  Closure Letter Report 
ConocoPhillips 
1RP-866
State F-1 Battery Tank Release
Lea County, New Mexico

Mr. Billings: 

On behalf of ConocoPhillips, Tetra Tech, Inc. (Tetra Tech) submits the following Closure Report for review.  
The ConocoPhillips State F-1 Battery is located approximately 14.8 miles southwest of Hobbs in Lea
County, New Mexico (Figure 1).  The State F-1 Facility is located in the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) 
Unit Letter M, Section 1, Township 21 South, and Range 36 East.  The coordinates of the release area 
(Site) are 32.501118°, -103.226461°.   

BACKGROUND   

According to the State of New Mexico C-141 Initial Report (Attachment A), on April 23, 2006, a tank at the 
State F-1 Battery overflowed due to loss of power to the control panel from a thunderstorm. The overflow 
led to a release of 21 barrels (bbls) of crude oil. Per the C-141, The SWD pump was put in hand to pump 
the tank level down and the control panel was repaired. The affected area consisted of the tank and 
surrounding equipment. All released fluid was reported as contained inside the lined dike.  During initial 
response activities, 15 bbls were recovered.  Notice was received by the New Mexico Oil Conservation 
Division (NMOCD) in May 2006. The NMOCD assigned the release the Remediation Permit number 1RP-
866 and the Incident ID nPAC0613139177. 

SITE CHARACTERIZATION

A site characterization was performed and no watercourses, lakebeds, sinkholes, playa lakes, residences, 
schools, hospitals, institutions, churches, springs, public or private domestic water wells, springs, wetlands,
incorporated municipal boundaries, subsurface mines, or floodplains are located within the specified 
distances. The Site is located in a low karst potential area.  Based on data from the New Mexico Office of 
the State Engineer (NMOSE), there are five water wells within 3,000 meters of the Site. The average depth 
to groundwater is 136 feet (ft) below ground surface (bgs). The site characterization data is shown in 
Attachment B. 

Based upon the release footprint and in accordance with Subsection E of 19.15.29.12 NMAC, per 
19.15.29.11 NMAC, the site characterization data was used to determine recommended remedial action 
levels (RRALs) for benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (collectively referred to as BTEX), total 
petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), and chlorides in soil.  Based on the depth to groundwater at the Site, the 
RRALs for the Site are as follows:
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Constituent RRAL
Chloride (0 – 4 ft bgs) 600 mg/kg
Chloride (>4 ft bgs) 20,000 mg/kg
TPH 2,500 mg/kg
BTEX 50 mg/kg

INITIAL RESPONSE AND REMEDIAL ACTIVITIES  

In accordance with 19.15.29.8. B. (4) NMAC that states “the responsible party may commence remediation 
immediately after discovery of a release”, ConocoPhillips elected to begin remediation of the impacted area 
in 2006. Remedial actions included cleaning the tanks and equipment as well as removing the saturated 
pea gravel within the diked area and replacing it with clean gravel.

SITE INSPECTION SUMMARY

At the request of ConocoPhillips, Tetra Tech personnel conducted a visual Site Inspection in June 2020 at 
the release area to assess and evaluate current conditions at the Site.  The formerly impacted area was 
identified from the description in the C-141 (and correspondence with ConocoPhillips) and was 
corroborated by historical aerial imagery. No staining was noted at the point of release within or surrounding 
the lined dike.  Photographic documentation from the visual assessment is included as Attachment C.  

CONCLUSION

Based on the age of the release, its location inside of a lined dike at a tank battery, and lack of visual impact 
in surface soils at the Site confirmed by recent visual inspection, ConocoPhillips requests closure for this 
release.  The final C-141 form is enclosed in Attachment A.  

Should you have any questions or comments regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact me by 
telephone at 512-338-2861 or by email at christian.llull@tetratech.com. 

Sincerely,

  
Christian M. Llull     
Project Manager    
Tetra Tech, Inc.
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STATE F-1 BATTERY TANK RELEASE
SITE LOCATION MAP 1

1RP-866
(32.501118°, -103.226461°)

LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICOwww.tetratech.com
901 West Wall Street, Suite 100

Midland, Texas 79701
Phone: (432) 682-4559

Fax: (432) 682-3946

Legend
Approximate Release Extent

Source: Google Earth Pro, May 2019.

Approximate Release Point



  

ATTACHMENT A 
C-141 Forms 





Each of the following items must be included in the closure report. 

nPAC0613139177
1RP-866

✔

✔

Charles R. Beauvais II Environmental Coordinator

06/16/2020

charles.r.beauvais@conocophillips.com 575-988-2043

Brittany Hall Environmental Specialist

3/28/2023



  

ATTACHMENT B 
Site Characterization Data  



New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
Water Column/Average Depth to Water

(In feet)
(quarters are 1=NW 2=NE 3=SW 4=SE)

(NAD83 UTM in meters)(quarters are smallest to largest)

(A CLW##### in the
POD suffix indicates the
POD has been replaced
& no longer serves a
water right file.)

O=orphaned,
C=the file is
closed)

(R=POD has
been replaced,

64

POD
Sub-

 XCounty
Water

Column
Q

Y
Depth
WaterPOD Number 416

Q
RngTwsSec

Depth
Well

Q
DistanceCode basin

3 66603836ELE 21SCPCP 00685 POD1 112 2203595997*4 1487

4 66470636ELE 21SCPCP 00690 03 3403597487*4 1912

66892037ELE 21SCPCP 00877 06 73 771503598153* 2434

3 66911037ELE 21SCPCP 00986 POD1 064 15435974374 2496

66371336ELE 21SCPCP 00734 10 200 152153596862*1 2945

73

200Maximum Depth:

Minimum Depth:

136 Average Depth to Water:

Record Count: 5

UTMNAD83 Radius Search (in meters):

Easting (X): Northing (Y): Radius:3597368.304 3000666614.914

 feet

 feet

 feet

WATER COLUMN/ AVERAGE
DEPTH TO WATER

6/12/20 8:12 AM

The data is furnished by the NMOSE/ISC and is accepted by the recipient with the expressed understanding that the OSE/ISC make no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, usability, or suitability for any particular purpose of the data.

1Page 1 of

*UTM location was derived from PLSS - see Help







  

ATTACHMENT C 
Photographic Documentation



TETRA TECH, INC.
PROJECT NO.

212C-MD-01796-20

DESCRIPTION View of site signage.
Site Coordinates:   32.501188, -103.226553. 1 

SITE NAME State F-1 Battery Tank Release 6/12/2020

TETRA TECH, INC.
PROJECT NO.

212C-MD-01796-20

DESCRIPTION View of clean gravel inside of lined, bermed 
area. 2 

SITE NAME State F-1 Battery Tank Release 6/12/2020



TETRA TECH, INC.
PROJECT NO.

212C-MD-01796-20

DESCRIPTION View of clean gravel inside of lined, bermed 
area. 3 

SITE NAME State F-1 Battery Tank Release 6/12/2020

TETRA TECH, INC.
PROJECT NO.

212C-MD-01796-20

DESCRIPTION View of clean gravel inside of lined, bermed 
area. 4 

SITE NAME State F-1 Battery Tank Release 6/12/2020



District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  201287

CONDITIONS
Operator:

CONOCOPHILLIPS COMPANY
600 W. Illinois Avenue
Midland, TX 79701

OGRID:

217817
Action Number:

201287
Action Type:

[IMSD] Incident File Support Doc (ENV) (IMBNF)

CONDITIONS

Created
By

Condition Condition
Date

bhall None 3/28/2023


