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REMEDIATION UPDATE REPORT 
 DENTON GAS PLANT 

UNIT NWSE, SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 15S, RANGE 37E 
LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

33.044544, -103.169415 
NMOCD INCIDENT #NRM2033752202 

 

1.0 SITE LOCATION AND BACKGROUND  
 
The Denton Gas Plant (Site) is a former natural gas processing plant/facility historically operated 
by Davis Gas Processing (DGP).  The site is currently used as a natural gas compression facility 
with above ground condensate storage.  The Site is located on private land owned by DGP, 
approximately 13 miles northeast of Lovington within Lea County, New Mexico. The facility is 
situated in Unit NWSE, Section 2, Township 15S Range 37E, at approximate GPS coordinates 
33.044544, -103.169415.   
 
On November 7, 2020, an accidental tank overfill incident occurred at the subject site.  During 
site operations, a valve was inadvertently left open, resulting in the overfilling of the tank and 
release of approximately nine barrels (bbls) of a condensate and produced water mixture.  The 
released fluids were contained within the earthen secondary containment berm surrounding the 
subject tank.  Upon discovery, immediate action was taken to stop the release of fluids from the 
tank.  Emergency vacuum trucks were dispatched to the Site and successfully recovered 
approximately eight barrels of released fluids.  
 
During the initial response efforts, DGP representatives completed initial assessments in the 
impacted areas, including collecting soil samples for laboratory analysis.  DPG then retained 
Ranger Environmental Services, LLC (Ranger) to assist in the assessment and remediation 
activities associated with the November 7, 2020 incident.  The incident was reported to the New 
Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD).  An Initial C-141 Form was approved by the NMOCD 
on December 2, 2020, and an Incident Number (NRM2033752202) was issued.   
 
From 2020 to 2025, numerous site assessment events were completed to evaluate the conditions 
at the Site and define the extent of elevated soil concentrations.  In June 2025, Ranger prepared 
a Proposed Remediation Plan, which proposed in-situ bioremediation, was submitted to the 
NMOCD.  The plan requested a variance to allow for the utilization of the Table 1 19.15.29.12 
NMAC (groundwater 51’-100’ feet) criteria, and presented that, due to the presence of 
underground utilities, several areas of deferral or remediation requests would be necessary.  On 
August 7, 2025, the NMOCD responded denying of the proposed remedial strategy.  The NMOCD 
response, however, did include the approval of the variance request to utilize the Table 1 
19.15.29.12 NMAC (groundwater 51’-100’ feet) criteria.  
 
In response to the NMOCD denial, Ranger prepared an alternate Proposed Remediation Plan, 
dated November 4, 2025 (Remediation Plan), which was submitted to the NMOCD. The 
alternative plan proposed a remedial strategy to address the impacted soils using ex-situ 
bioremediation techniques.  Additionally, the plan revisited the numerous underground utilities in 
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the remediation area, the likely need for referral of remediation requests in various areas, and 
requested a variance to the project timeline as remedial operations will exceed the 90-day timeline 
outlined in NMAC 19.15.29. 
 
On January 6, 2026, the NMOCD approved the Remediation Plan with conditions directing that 
Piranha be the primary bioremediation product utilized at the Site. The response also directed 
that a time extension request must be completed prior to the directed April 6, 2026, expiration 
date.   
 
The following Remediation update report has been prepared to summarize completed activities, 
provide updates on ongoing remedial activities, and to request a time extension of the directed 
April 6, 2026, due date.  
 
A Topographic Map and Area Map noting the location of the subject Site and surrounding areas 
are attached. Additionally, figures illustrating the site features, sampling locations, and ongoing 
remediation areas are also attached. 
 

2.0 SITE REMEDIATION UPDATE  
 
2.1 Contractor Selection 
 
Upon NMOCD approval of the Remediation Plan, DGP representatives began coordinating with 
contractors to provide services to complete remediation efforts at the Site.  Despite reaching out 
to multiple contractors known to have experience with remedial projects in the area, many 
declined to offer services due to current workloads or concerns about tight project timelines, the 
complexity of the remedial strategy, and the number of underground lines in the project area.  On 
February 10, 2026, a meeting with potential contractors with a project walk-through was 
completed at the Site.  By February 20, 2026, Charger Services (Charger), based out of Midland, 
Texas, was selected as the contractor for the project. 
 
Upon selection, Charger began mobilizing equipment to the location and coordinating the 
necessary underground utility one-calls to locate underground utilities in the project areas. 
 
2.2 Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Survey 
 
Given the Site's operational history, numerous underground utilities were expected to be located 
within the project remediation area.  To assist in locating utilities in the remediation area, DGP 
engaged Ground Penetrating Radar Systems, LLC (GPRS) to complete a geophysical remote 
sensing survey of the areas to be included in the remediation efforts.  On February 11 and 12, 
2026, GPRS completed a survey at the Site using an underground ground penetrating radar 
antenna and an electromagnetic pipe and cable locator. The survey included the approximate 
4.83 acre remediation area and the immediate surrounding areas.  The survey successfully 
located numerous lines within the remediation area; however, as reported by GPRS report and 
discussed below, some lines in the remediation area could not be successfully located because 
the material construction was not conducive to the equipment used. 
 
A map depicting the location of the underground lines and utilities detected during the GPR survey 
process is included in the Figures section. 
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2.3 Treatment Cell Construction 
 
Upon mobilization, Charger representatives began constructing the treatment cells as proposed 
in the Remediation Plan.  During the week of February 23, 2026, construction of the northern 
treatment cell was initiated.   
 
Initial construction operations included preparing the treatment cell areas by leveling and 
removing debris that could damage the installed liner.  Earthen containment berms were then 
constructed around the boundaries of the treatment cells.  Upon completion of the preparation 
and containment berm construction, the cell footprints and berms were lined with a protective 8-
ounce felt padding mat and 40 mil reinforced Visqueen liner.  Installation of the treatment cell liner 
system was delayed on multiple occasions due to high wind conditions at the Site to maintain 
safe working conditions and ensure proper placement of the liner materials within the cell areas. 
 
The location of the constructed treatment cells are depicted in the attached Status Update Site 
Map.  Photos of the completed treatment cells are included in Attachment 1. 
 
2.3 Initial Remedial Soil Removal Operations 
 
By the week of March 16, 2026, the Northern Treatment Cell construction and lining had been 
completed, and remedial soil removal operations had been initiated.  As detailed in the Ranger 
prepared and NMOCD approved Remediation Plan, removal at the Site will be conducted in 
multiple phases.  The initial phase of removal efforts has been initiated in the northern extent of 
the anticipated remediation area and will include approximately 15,000 cubic yards of material.  
Due to the number of  underground lines detected during the GPRS survey and underground 
utility locate 1-calls, hydro excavation was completed in efforts to limit any damage to the 
underground lines prior to their removal.  The soil removal operations are currently being 
completed to an initial depth of four feet below grade as presented in the Remediation Plan.   
 
During the removal operations, numerous underground lines not identified by either the completed 
GPR survey or underground utility 1-calls have been encountered.  The underground lines 
constructed of steel and poly material, were observed to be out of service and, based on Site 
knowledge, are associated with historic operations at the Site.  To date, approximately 15 
unmarked out-of-service lines have been encountered, assessed, and removed from the current 
excavation area.  As of this report, no confirmed or additional areas have been identified for a 
remediation deferral request.  However, as presented in the Remediation Plan, various areas 
necessitating a request for deferral of remediation will be included in the subsequent Remediation 
Update Reports. 
 
As of this report, soil removal in the initial phase is ongoing. To date, approximately 4,500 cubic 
yards of material have been excavated from the remediation area and transported to and staged 
within the Northern Treatment Cell for treatment.  The extent of the currently completed 
excavation area is included in the attached Status Update Site Map. 
 
2.4 Initial Confirmation Sampling Event 
 
On March 27, 2026, Ranger personnel mobilized to the Site to document the current status of 
operations and to complete confirmation soil sampling activities.  
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Upon arrival, Ranger personnel reviewed the areas completed to the anticipated boundaries and 
depths necessary and collected confirmation soil samples from the areas available for sampling.  
The cleanup confirmation sampling activities were conducted in accordance with NMAC 
19.15.29.12, with each cleanup confirmation soil sample collected as a five-part composite 
sample representing less than 200 square feet.  A total of 25 confirmation soil samples were 
collected from the base of the excavation area. 
 
Upon collection, the soil samples were submitted to Cardinal Laboratories in Hobbs, New Mexico 
for analysis of total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) using Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Method 8015; benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and total xylenes (BTEX) using EPA Method 
8021; and, total chloride using Method SM 4500.  The samples were collected and managed 
using standard QA/QC and chain-of-custody procedures.  
 
The laboratory analytical results for the cleanup confirmation soil samples collected on March 27, 
2026, have yet to be received from the analytical laboratory.  As the samples were collected at 
the base of the excavated area, at a depth of approximately four feet below ground surface (bgs), 
the samples will be compared to the NMOCD-approved Table 1, 19.15.29.12 NMAC (groundwater 
51’-100’ feet) criteria.  Any areas exhibiting concentrations in excess of the referenced criteria will 
be over-excavated to the extent practicable, and additional confirmation sampling will be 
conducted in the area in accordance with NMAC 19.15.29.  Proper notification will be made to the 
NMOCD prior to collecting any confirmation soil samples. 
 
A Confirmation Sample Location Map depicting the boundaries of the current excavation area and 
the locations of the collected confirmation soil samples is included in the Figures section of this 
report. 
 
Additional confirmation sampling events are currently being coordinated and will be completed 
once areas are deemed safe for assessment and sampling. 
 
2.5 Initial Treatment Operations 
 
As removal operations are ongoing at the Site, the excavated material is currently being staged 
in the constructed on-site treatment cells and is awaiting product application.  It is currently 
anticipated that the first phase of removal operations will be completed within two weeks of the 
date of this report.  Once remedial operations are completed, initial treatment operations will be 
conducted.  The initial treatment operations will utilize Piranha® as detailed in the approved 
Remediation Plan. 
 
All treatment product applications, management, assessment, and confirmation sampling will be 
completed in accordance with the NMOCD approved Remediation Plan. 
 
2.6 Chloride Impacted Material Removal 
 
Upon completion of the initial removal operations and treatment application, operations will 
transition to removing areas documented to have elevated soil chloride concentrations.  As 
presented in the Remediation Plan, the material found to have elevated soil chloride 
concentrations will be segregated and transported off-site for disposal. 

3.0 UPDATED PROJECT TIMELINE & EXTENSION REQUEST 
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As detailed above, it is anticipated that the initial removal operations will be completed within two 
weeks of this report, with all excavated material being staged in the treatment cells for product 
application.  It is anticipated that the initial treatment operations will be completed within 30-days 
of this report. 
 
As detailed in the Remediation Plan, based on the nature of the proposed remediation strategy, 
the anticipated remediation will exceed the NMOCD 90-day remediation completion timeline as 
outlined in NMAC 19.15.29.  Due to the necessary project timelines for the proposed remedial 
strategy and due to the plethora of encountered out-of-service underground lines, DPG 
respectfully requests a 90-day extension for remedial operations and a subsequent status update 
report.   
 
In approximately 90 days, an additional Remediation Status Update Report will be prepared, as 
presented in the Remediation Plan.   It is anticipated that the additional update report will include 
full details of the initial removal operations, treatment product application, the conducted treatment 
material monitoring activities, in-situ excavation sample analytical data, and the removal of soils 
with elevated chloride concentrations for disposal.  The update report will also include an updated 
project timeline. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 – SITE PHOTOGRAPHS



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPH NO. 1 – A view of the Northern Treatment Cell during the construction 
process.  The view is towards the northeast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPH NO. 2 – A general view of the initial removal operations at the Site.  A 
hydrovac excavator can be seen locating lines in the background of the photograph.  The 
view is towards the south.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPH NO. 3 – A view of the ongoing excavation activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPH NO. 4 – A view of the remediation area included in the March 27, 2026 
confirmation sampling activities. The view is towards the east. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPH NO. 5 – A view of the southern treatment cell awaiting the placement of 
soils for treatment.  The view is towards the south. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPH NO. 6 – A view of the completed Northern Treatment Cells with excavated 
material pending treatment.  The view is towards the northwest.  

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 7 – A view of the encountered lines in the remediation area. 
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