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Greetings Mark Lytal, 
 
The Oil Conservation Division (“OCD”) is in receipt of your request dated February 27, 
2026, and provided via email on March 3, 2026, in which Xcel Energy is requesting 
authority to remove the plugged hole markers from two plugged wells: 
 
 PERSEUS 26 STATE No. 001 (API No.30-025-31473) 
 Surface Location: SW/4 NE/4 of Sec 26-T17S-R36E 
 GPS: 32.807715, -103.322996 
 
 STATE G No. 001 (API No. 30-025-03950) 
 Surface Location: NW/4 NE/4 of Sec 26-T17S-R36E 
 GPS: 32.811492, -103.322956 
 
The OCD’s understanding is that the removal of the plugged hole markers will facilitate 
the construction and maintenance of a solar facility that Xcel Energy is constructing and 
operating. 
 
The OCD grants Xcel Energy authorization to remove the plugged hole markers from 
the two plugged wells provided: 

1. Xcel Energy shall allow access to the sites and for operations as is necessary to 
remediate the wells should they leak in the future; and 

2. Xcel Energy shall install a below-ground marker for each well. Each below-ground 
marker shall meet the following criteria:   

a. The marker shall consist of a steel plate welded onto the well’s surface 
casing or conductor pipe. 

b. The marker shall be at least three feet below the ground surface. 
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c. The marker shall be of sufficient size to legibly contain the following 
information which shall be stenciled into the steel or welded onto the steel 
plate’s surface: 

i. property name (well name); 
ii. well number; 

iii. operator’s name; 
iv. location by footage, quarter-quarter, section, township, and range (or 

unit letter can be substituted for the quarter-quarter); and 
v. API number. 

 
If you have any questions about this approval, please feel free to contact Justin Wrinkle 
via email at justin.wrinkle@emnrd.nm.gov and ocd.engineer@emnrd.nm.gov. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Justin Wrinkle 
Engineering Bureau Chief 
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You don't often get email from patty.hill@xcelenergy.com. Learn why this is important

From: McClure, Dean, EMNRD on behalf of Engineer, OCD, EMNRD
To: Hill, Patty; Engineer, OCD, EMNRD
Cc: Wrinkle, Justin, EMNRD; Cordero, Gilbert, EMNRD
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Plugged oil well marker removal request
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 8:48:17 AM
Attachments: Remove PA Marker_Xcel_2026 03 17_V2.pdf
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Patty Hill,
 
Please see the attached approval of Xcel Energy’s request to remove 2 plugged well
markers.
 
Dean McClure
Petroleum Engineer, Oil Conservation Division
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
(505) 469-8211
 
From: Hill, Patty <Patty.Hill@XCELENERGY.COM> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2026 11:51 AM
To: Engineer, OCD, EMNRD <OCD.Engineer@emnrd.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Plugged oil well marker removal request

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
 
 
PATTY HILL
Xcel Energy 
Environmental Analyst, Environmental Services
970 CR 65, Tolk Station, Earth, TX 79031
O: 806.272.8028 C: 806.638.9987
E: patty.hill@xcelenergy.com

 
From: Hill, Patty 
Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2026 12:50 PM
To: 'ocd.engineering@emnrd.nm.gov' <ocd.engineering@emnrd.nm.gov>
Cc: Powell, Brandon, EMNRD <brandon.powell@emnrd.nm.gov>; EnvSvcsAgencyNotify
<EnvSvcsAgencyNotify@xcelenergy.com>; Schick, Markus A <Markus.Schick@xcelenergy.com>;
Lytal, Mark <Mark.Lytal@XCELENERGY.COM>; Gruner, Heidi <Heidi.Gruner@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: Plugged oil well marker removal request
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Greetings Mark Lytal, 
 
The Oil Conservation Division (“OCD”) is in receipt of your request dated February 27, 
2026, and provided via email on March 3, 2026, in which Xcel Energy is requesting 
authority to remove the plugged hole markers from two plugged wells: 
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The OCD’s understanding is that the removal of the plugged hole markers will facilitate 
the construction and maintenance of a solar facility that Xcel Energy is constructing and 
operating. 
 
The OCD grants Xcel Energy authorization to remove the plugged hole markers from 
the two plugged wells provided: 


1. Xcel Energy shall allow access to the sites and for operations as is necessary to 
remediate the wells should they leak in the future; and 


2. Xcel Energy shall install a below-ground marker for each well. Each below-ground 
marker shall meet the following criteria:   


a. The marker shall consist of a steel plate welded onto the well’s surface 
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b. The marker shall be at least three feet below the ground surface. 



http://www.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/

mailto:patty.hill@xcelenergy.com





State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 


 


1220 South St. Francis Drive ▪ Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
Phone (505) 476-3441 ▪ www.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ 


 
 


c. The marker shall be of sufficient size to legibly contain the following 
information which shall be stenciled into the steel or welded onto the steel 
plate’s surface: 


i. property name (well name); 
ii. well number; 


iii. operator’s name; 
iv. location by footage, quarter-quarter, section, township, and range (or 


unit letter can be substituted for the quarter-quarter); and 
v. API number. 


 
If you have any questions about this approval, please feel free to contact Justin Wrinkle 
via email at justin.wrinkle@emnrd.nm.gov and ocd.engineer@emnrd.nm.gov. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Justin Wrinkle 
Engineering Bureau Chief 
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@ Xcel Energy-





 
Dear EMNRD Engineering Team,
Attached is our official request for removal of the plugged oil well markers.  Please reply back
as acknowledgment of receipt.  Also, if you could give me an idea of how long the
review/approval will take, I’d sure appreciate it.
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
 
Thanks for all your help in resolving this matter.
PATTY HILL
Xcel Energy 
Environmental Analyst, Environmental Services
970 CR 65, Tolk Station, Earth, TX 79031
O: 806.272.8028 C: 806.638.9987
E: patty.hill@xcelenergy.com
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Date

dmcclure Xcel Energy shall allow access to the sites and for operations as is necessary to remediate the wells should they leak in the future; 3/18/2026

dmcclure Xcel Energy shall install a below­ground marker for each well. Each below­ground marker shall meet the following criteria: a. The marker shall consist of a
steel plate welded onto the well’s surface casing or conductor pipe. b. The marker shall be at least three feet below the ground surface. c. The marker shall
be of sufficient size to legibly contain the following information which shall be stenciled into the steel or welded onto the steel plate’s surface: i. property
name (well name); ii. well number; iii. operator’s name; iv. location by footage, quarter­quarter, section, township, and range (or unit letter can be substituted
for the quarter­quarter); and v. API number.

3/18/2026
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