
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION

APPLICATION OF COG OPERATING 
LLC FOR A NON-STANDARD 
SPACING AND PRORATION UNIT 
AND COMPULSORY POOLING,
LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO Case No. 15485

SELF-AFFIRMED STATEMENT 
OF DAVID MICHAEL WALLACE

I, David Michael Wallace, testify as follows:

1. Iam the same David Michael Wallace who testified at the hearing in this case on 

April 28, 2016. I have personal knowledge of the matters addressed in this Self-Affirmed 

Statement.

2. I am submitting this Self-Affirmed Statement to address an interest ownership

issue that arose during the April 28, 2016 hearing and resulted in the Examiner continuing the 

hearing for purposes of COG Operating, LLC (“COG”) analyzing the issue. Specifically, COG 

was asked to determine what interest, if any, the federal government has in the W/2 SW/4 of 

Section 21, Township 25 South, Range 35 East, in Lea County.

3. I directed COG’s effort to determine whether the federal government has an 

ownership interest in the W/2 SW/4 of Section 21.

4. I obtained and have reviewed a United States Patent dated August 8, 1922, a true 

and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. The patent reveals that the federal 

government granted all of its interests in the W/2 SW/4 of Section 21 to John H. Medlin. See 

Exhibit A.
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5. I also obtained and have reviewed a Corrected Warranty Deed dated November 2,

grantors jointly conveyed to the federal government the W/2 SW/4 of Section 21, and reserved 

the mineral interests underlying the acreage. The deed states that “[t]here is excepted from this 

conveyance and reserved unto the Grantors all of the oil, gas, potash and other minerals in and 

under and that may be produced from the above described real estate.” Exhibit B at I.

6. My analysis of these conveyances has led me to conclude that the federal 

government owns the surface of the W/2 SW/4 of Section 21 but does not own any interest in the 

underlying minerals.

7. That conclusion is reinforced by a third document that I have received and 

reviewed, which is a Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) master land plat for Township 25 

South and Range 35 East in Lea County. A true and correct copy of the BLM plat is attached 

hereto as Exhibit C. As reflected on the BLM plat, the federal government’s ownership interest 

in the W/2 SW/4 of Section 21 is “surface only.” Exhibit C.

8. I understand that this Self-Affirmed Statement will be used as written testimony 

in this case. 1 affirm that my testimony in Paragraphs 1 - 7 above is true and correct and is made 

under penalty of peijury under the laws of the State of New Mexico. My testimony is made as of 

the date handwritten next to my signature below.

1972, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B. The deed reveals that ten

Date
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UNITED STATES

TO

John B. Medlin

■ 3 \%6

O

State of New Mexico, County of Lea, ss.

/ ieret# certify that (At* inttnimml wet filed for record on 5 
day of February , 1W23,«< lS’dack U.,ani

tnai duty recorded.

County Clark. 

Deputy.

Roswell 039402 4_1003
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, s. wedim

XEo £01 to Ig&om tBtyote $reftente g>f)all Come, Grwtfng: ■
• WBBJIBA$,A Certificate ef the TUgistsr of the lond Office el Roswell , New Mexico, has teen

deposited in tie General Land Office, whereby it appeert that, purtuenl to 1A» Ad of Concrete of May to, ISOS, "To team Honutitadi to Actual Set' 

lien on the Public Domain," and tie Aelt supplements! thereto, the chlet e}

J6hn HMedlin hat been established and duly consummated, in conformity -to low, for the

torthwest quarter and the west half of the southwest quarter of.Seotlon twenty-one 

and the south half of the northeast quarter of Section twenty In Township twenty-five

south of Range thirty-five east of the Hew Mexico Meridian , New Mexico , containing' 

three hundred twenty acres.

O

G

according to the Official plat of the Survey of the 1oid land, relumed to the GBNBBAL LAND OPPIGB by the SurvtyerJSeneraL
NOW, KNOW YB, Thai then it, therefore, (/ranted by the UNITBD STATES unto the said claimant (A a (rad cf land aboM doteribtd; TO 

HAVE AND TO HOLD the taid treei of land, with the appurtenance) thereof, unio the said claimant and to the heirs and auipu of the laid claim- 
<TOf fereeer; subject to any ceded end accrued water rights for mining, ejricurturai, manufacturing, or oihsr purpose, and rights (0 ditches and 
retenoin used in connection with such water rights, at may be recognised end acknowledged by the local cue font, lews, and decisions of courts; and 
there is reserved from the lands hereby granted a right of way thereon for dilehis or canal* constructed by the authority of (A* Putted Blaise.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREON, l, Barren Q. Hardin*
President of the United Blaise ef America, Aon (anted these letters to m made Relent, end tAe «*at of the General 
leind OJise to be hereunto affixed.

GIVBN under my hand, in the Diiln'd of Columbia, the TWENTY SIGHT day ef
AUGUST , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and TWENTY TWO

mid of the Independence of the Unitat Stolen the one hundred and FORTY SEVENTH 
BY TUB PUBSIDBNT: Warren 0. Harding

By Viola b. Pugh

RECORDED:' Patent Number John O'Connell. Roeetdsr of the General laedQffm.!..*;-:.
Noting . .
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CORRECTED WARRANTY DEED

RUBERT MADERA and LOYS MADERA, his wife, and MALCOUi

MADERA and ELLEN KATE MADERA, his wife, and RUFORD MADERA and

YVONNE MADERA, his wife, and MILDRED A. BROMAN and STANLEY E.

BROMAN, her husband, and FRED MADERA and ESTHER M. MADERA, hla

wife, for and In consideration of the exchange of certain lands

as authorized by Section 8 of the Act of June 28, 1934, (48 Stat.

1269; 43 U.S.C. 315g) as amended June 26, 1936, (49 Stat. 1976),

grant to UNITED STATES OF AMERICA the following described real

estate in Lea County, New Mexico:

The South Half of the Northeast Quarter (S^NEfc) 
of Section 20 and the West Half of the Southwest 
Quarter (W^SWfc) of Section 21, all in Township 25 
South, Range 35 East, N.M.P7M. There is excepted 
from this conveyance and reserved unto the Grantors 
all of the oil, gas, potash and other minerals in and
under, and that may be produced from the' above des­
cribed real estate, together with the right of 
ingress and egress for the purpose of prospecting 
for, mining and removing the same therefrom. THE 
SURFACE ESTATE ONLY in and to all of the following 
described lands:

The Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
(SEfcNWfc) of Section 13, the North Half of the 
Northeast Quarter (N%NEfc) and the West Half (W%) 
of Section 24, all in Township 25 South, Range 34 
East, N.M.P.M.,

The Southeast Quarter (SEfe) of Section 20, the 
Northeast Quarter (NEfc) and the South Half (S%) 
of Section 26, the North Half of the North Half 
(N%N%) of Section 29, all in Township 25 South, 
Range 35 East, N.M.P.M., SUBJECT TO reservations, 
restrictions and/or easements of record.

All of the above described real estate is the sole 
and separate property of RUBERT MADERA, MALCOLM 
MADERA, RUFORD MADERA, FRED MADERA and MILDRED 
BROMAN, the same having been acquired by said 
Grantors through Inheritance and their respective 
wives and husbsnd are joining herein pro forma,

with warranty covenants.

i
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1972.

This Corrected Warranty Deed la given to correct 
that certain Warranty Deed dated July 28, 1972, 
and recorded August l, 1972, In Book 330, Page 
191, Deed Records, Lea County, New Mexico.
WITNESS our hands and seals this 2^ day of AfcuLt-yA^

ert Madera
«s£_

ILuJ&jzkia___\y\^

Malcolm Madera '

' /f "ht — :
Rufo'rd Madera '

-Ale/dusts A-

Mtlilred A. Broman

A
JS»
Loys Madera

C,'ACc-k, ’fc'iiZp 7)1(1 .-tru

Ellen Kate Madera

“7u:
inS Madera

Fred Madera

Stanley E. Broman

*/~hj ^yifa

Esther M. Madera

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
:SS

COUNTY OF EDBT )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this

day

hts wife.

‘■•Commission Expires:

/f?j

1972, by HUBERT MADERA and LOYS MADERA,

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

COUNTY OF EDDY

)
: SS
)

The foregoing Instrument was acknowledged before me this 

day of AsMtdvAj. 1972, by MALCOLM MADERA and ELLEN KATE

MADERA, hULwlfp,

u. i, o * ' *.
ny CptnaissloR Expires:

,37 fih
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
: SS

COUNTY OF LINCOLN )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this

dfly of A&faiarJi-*

his wife. .

• s^Hy C^hls slon

OTA5:^'\ „
•' -rV/n .\^jE

Expires:

■ & •

1972, by BUFORD MADERA and YVONNE MADERA,

c _L" Notary Public'

\.jv i

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
defat tifo

COUNTY OF

)
Sss

e The foregoing Instrument was acknowledged before me this

; day of to,, 1972, by MILDRED A. BELOMAN SsWSftiB

; ^ 0 0 U ffl'i&UaMAMj 
......•••>:•

■n

^ My Commission Expires:

n-\4- 7/

STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
U£(j : SS

COUNTY OF B3ff )

Notar^)PiibU.c ,

••••; s.t-v' u • >• *
. The foregoing Instrument was acknowledged beforeme • this

J.^^ Vg^day of&LU*U4*s . 1972, by FRED MADERA and ESTHER H. MADERA, 

wl£e*

■ '"''My Coomlssion Expires:

$

im.

..... STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
?£■;> »■ V «
W-" -‘POUNTY OP SANTA F8 ) 

• k0TAj.

mn>

JAN 101973

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before

K&SSSfO^
lore me this

'«t .S7th day of December, 1972, by Stanley 8« Broman.

MM

Notary PublicMy Cosssisolon Expires: 
1-11-76



Township 25 South Range 35 East of the New Mexico Principal Meridian, New Mexico
„ BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

County: Lea-025 BLM Field Office: Carlsbad STATUS OF PUBLIC DOMAIN

LAND AND MINERALS
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