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We are writing:to:ask:youdo-please:support thexmore ‘stnngent,__new‘proposed;,NMOCD i..;plt_yr;ujes;f.or,-;:oil R
and gas'development=iThere:are:manythousands:of existing:wells in the=San-Juan:Basin ‘and a7z
projected 20,000+ more will be drilled over the next 20 years.ic Eachiof:these:wellsiinclude :a reserve:pit:e
Some of them are lined with plastic and some are unlined. Each of these pits may contain toxic waste as
validated by:ithei random:testing: 'recéhtly:'conducted**by‘ NMOCD - Theiwellsiareidlocated:on: publictands:: ¥
and many of them are on privaté:dandzriz i 5 fuo 30 230D IR SRR J0Y 1B MSIRU0E seonT Ty
For many decades, the oil and gas industry has been allowed to leave the drilling waste effluent material
in:the:on'site:pit:which’is coveredsup:with dirt after the'well is drilled. 2:We do:not:know:of anyothers! ##
industry:that'is allowed td bury’theif:waste material:on:private-or- public land; do.you? . Regardiess:of; .
industry.claims;manyiof the:companies-are:not curréntly:"doing:-the:right thingi“in-our:.Aztecowsiifisinu:
neighborhood. We are surrounded by at least 20.gas wells that:are:less than:oneihalf:mile-from oury «t.&
home. Another new well was recently staked east of our home on public land.
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Our home:is fin the:Cityi of, Aztecradjacent:toithe iKokopelli. subdwnslon.wnth.;approx_imately; +180:-homes:.
In the past few years, five new wells with various reserve pit violations havebeendrilled-in.our: v.izubsi
neighborhood. Three major companies and one privately owned company are responsible for the known
_pit violations on these five wells. All of the problem pits were reported:te:NMOGDiand ether:agencies:: i7"
and are documented. Four of these well sites with problem pits are located on heavily used City of» 32
Aztec recreational land granted to the city by BLM in the '60’s. One of the wells is on private land. All
of these wells are in the Hampton Arroyo Animds Riverrdrainage. snadss G2 Hskioed eavgl noe va shiee
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We are enclosing:copyi of-our;October:24,:2007:comments .on:the=Proposed:Pit Rules:that weree*triailed.>
and mailed to NMOCD. In our comments, we described only two incidents of our personal health
problems and environmental and safety concerns withiout:of ¢6mpliancetiréserve pits near:our-home. >z
If you would like information on the other three cases that we have photographed and documented, we
can provide the information to you.

The corporate giants are wailing that disposal of the drilling waste will cost too much. What price can
be put on safe, clean water and environment and the health of the people who must coexist with oil and
gas?

The waste disposal costs may cut into corporate profits but, that cost should be factored into the
expenses of drilling. The plastic liners and potentially toxic pit contents should not be buried on
private and public lands for someone in the future to clean up. We have witnessed that during the pit
“reclamation” process, the flimsy plastic liner is often torn by the heavy equipment which allows the pit
contents to be released into the soil.

The steel tank closed loop system is basically leak proof and keeps the effluent packaged in steel tanks.

If the operator abides by current pit rules and regulations, after completion of the well, the fluid in the
pit evaporates for a few months, then the company is supposed to haul away the remaining fluids for
proper disposal. That leaves the sediment in the bottom of the pit. The new rule would require that the
remaining sediment be hauled to a disposal facility which involves only a few more truck loads of the
solid waste.




The City of Aztec has fairly stringent oil and gas codes, which up until 2004, included closed loop steel
tanks on ALL oil and gas i drillifg sités:in the city limits. W PENIN N orney D mdEon
In 2004, Burlington prepped a new well site located 2,400 feet east of our home. . Instead:ofigals . 5‘
complying wrth Aztec s code that required closed loop, Burlington excavated an earthen’pit and lined:it::”
with plastic. The’ drilling was ‘started. The rig moved off the site and the pit containing a substantial
amount of dnllmg ﬂurds, ;was; Ieft unfenced and unattended(anothérviolation of.BLM:: NMOCD “and: Crty 2
of Aztec regu atrons) 4 pabe B e Ly gD
When we reported this pit to the City of Aztec, Burlington complained to the City and the result was the
revised Stripped ‘dowii‘versioniofi;oiliand: gas.codes. = iThe:closed loop regulation was:replaced by an. .’
allowance:forthe.plastic linedearthen:reserve :pits: Aztec S 0il. and gas .codes:still "require closed loop Dyt
systems=if:the weIl |s wrthln 400: feet of homes w0 L e s e e meny s ol L B s e
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Thesedocumented! *non compllantnplt rncrdents occurred m the Clty Limits: ofiAztec dqn. plaln vrew of
numerous houses! Can you imagine what goes on out in the boondocks7 SARG R TR AT E
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- At least! 20; GOO*neW* wells are tobe drrlled in the San Juan Basrn*of New! Mexrco z0ur:area > envrronment'
has alreadyibeen degraded by:the energy.industries:fors-many, many:decades.:* The.risks. of more=.zi:br
contamination:cannot:continue.: Pleaserdon't allow:the oil-and:gas:industry: to contlnue the: practlce of
burying waste: contamination:on prrvate andpublic land L S H L e T PRI A ST
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Half of the facts now are better than aIl the facts too Iate NMOCD has ldentrf ed senous toxrcants
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