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Dear Governor Richardson *l t co v 

Jir;,?!vi sftt ;.ns vjD 9?"- 0" r-'^itroojpnihuS paisA io y.to an? 03 »««t* OF :>.*•.<*.* a*, r>^r)i// 
We are writingstOHasteyou^^^ stringent-newipfopbsediiNMOGD opifcralesifonoil ' 
and gas'tievelopmentsiThe^ exlstingiwellsln fteSar£JUsteBa$in :and;a>:«f.£f.v)!i& 
projected 20,000+ more will be drilled over the next 20 years-.icEaiEh}of?ttieSe!wells'indude aiiielseryespit.'e 
Some of them are lined with plastic and some are unlined. Each of these pits may contain toxic waste as 
validated byithei random>.te^ iareiloeated torr: public tends si r 
and many of them are on private<lan<fcrioud n\ i j u .to jsrfw ';r;>pfv.;r JOV HH3 !»3?.UO;! *OTS -» 
For many decades, the oil and gas industry has been allowed to leave the drilling waste effluent material 
iriithe.on site^pittwhichTis covered-'Upwitlrdirtl after thewell is drilled. 3<:We do:not)know-of ariyCbthersI if-
industry that is allowed to bury>their. waste materialcdn; private-dr- public lahdjf dotyou?.-Regardlessiof o eerl 
industry claimsp'manyiofthejcompaniesarecnot; 
neighborhood. We are surrounded by at least 20l:gas wellsthafeare less thancoheihalf mile f̂rom oury <.h-i 
home. Another new well was recently staked east of our home on public land. 

e?nfDlxol euonsa to.'tfnsh' ?-*fi CJOMtf ,s;; -J. GOT <>£K: >yti fe ncm tms'J ste wen 9iii x- WaH 
Our homenis Jin" the-Gityi of; AzteoiadjaGentctofthesKokopelli' subdivision-withapproximately :.180 :homesoD 
In the past few years, five new wells with various reserve pit violations have'<been'!drilled in,ou'r/: v .infant 
neighborhood. Three major companies and one privately owned company are responsible for the known 
pit violations on these five wells. All of the problem pits were reported-tovNMOGDi and other (agencies vdT 
and are documented. Four of these well sites with problem pits are located on heavily used City 0 V T n£ 
Aztec recreational land granted to the city by BLM in the W s . One of the wells is on private land. All 
of these wells are in the Hampton Arroyo Animas RivTen'drainage. snsdsc GO? r.-mieW vsiiirtc 

We are enclosingccbpylof ouDOGtobeD24,:2007;:comments ;oh-the:r?"ropdsed>Pit Rulesithat weree^mailedC) 
and mailed to NMOCD. In our comments, we described only two incidents of our personal health 
problems and environmental and safety concerns withfoutcbf compliances feserve/ipits neaf )bur'hdme.:r3 
If you would like information on the other three cases that we have photographed and documented, we 
can provide the information to you. 

The corporate giants are wailing that disposal of the drilling waste will cost too much. What price can 
be put on safe, clean water and environment and the health of the people who must coexist with oil and 
gas? 

The waste disposal costs may cut into corporate profits but, that cost should be factored into the 
expenses of drilling. The plastic liners and potentially toxic pit contents should not be buried on 
private and public lands for someone in the future to clean up. We have witnessed that during the pit 
"reclamation" process, the flimsy plastic liner is often torn by the heavy equipment which allows the pit 
contents to be released into the soil. 

The steel tank closed loop system is basically leak proof and keeps the effluent packaged in steel tanks. 
If the operator abides by current pit rules and regulations, after completion of the well, the fluid in the 

pit evaporates for a few months, then the company is supposed to haul away the remaining fluids for 
proper disposal. That leaves the sediment in the bottom of the pit. The new rule would require that the 
remaining sediment be hauled to a disposal facility which involves only a few more truck loads of the 
solid waste. 



The City of Aztec has fairly stringent oil and gas codes, which up until 2004, included closed loop steel 
tanks on ALL oil and gas drilling sites* in the city limits. -Kte'.*wte*n Kid ofiisy, D ̂ dF ; ~io:-: 
In 2004, Burlington prepped a new well site located 2,400 feet east of our home. Uiiiste'adioTtfqeD •:•*.£.>?. 
complying with Aztec's code that required closed loop, Burlington excavated an earthenJpit arid lined>.it'hv 
with plastic. TWe drilling was started. The rig moved off the site and the pit containing a substantial 
amount of drilling fluids, -wasjleft unfenced and unattended(anothen~Viqlation dfJBUMp NMOCD-- and>Gityl? 
of Aztec regulations )l v t ""' **** msl-K'Kitt vxtw.U' 
When we reported this pit to the City of Aztec, Burlington complained to the City and the result was the 
revisedit stripped dowhite^ ..; .* 
allowancefor {neoplastic înedTearthemreseryepits.' Aztec's oil.and gas codes-still rrequire closed:loop hr.-
systems-if3the welLisiwithin-400;feetrofihomes;v 0 i> yr, •->.:. »vo -,±r\r y: -r,om v . ,x,:. J >

 H }<„. C <OJ 

These ̂ documented inonricbmpliarib'pit incidents dccur^^ 
numerous houses! Can you imagine what goes on out in the boondocks?, -vhq no •» m?.n' to yns *.. on. • 
if-.ii^sr > -'iiji'lis •::̂ s.v j)f$j!.!hb s.ii sv^s! n.i ^'vot'ls nssci asri yda •• "u ^s*: Vie >x cnu ^s!.1 ••...:•!• yu^r; v:r< 

At least! EÔ OOO'new iwells^re to\be,drilled in the Sari Juan BasimbfNewjMexico.eOursarea . environmeritjs 
has alreadyllbeen degraded: byjthe energy industriesifoiomany,, many decades. •' 'The risks of'more/uubf;; 
contamination:cannot(Coritinue.~ Pleasendon't allow the 'Oil :and:gas industry, to continue: the/practice of t;' 
burying waste:contamination?ori privateiandipublic landO . tzvii : b'tinuoiM^ sv 7 .ticm^.'r-Ms,* 

m t ) 3;*d jq rc 3- ion ii.»o \o -<Az b©>^> vftgotfi "•;"•< • v -f- Y-Aiia-A .gr :o!1 
Half of the facts now are better than all the facts too late. NMOCD has identified serious toxicants 

contained in the'pi ts^point^ okknowri pollutants; let thexx: < „• r; 
industry take care?dfs thisipitoblem NOW! .•!o;v ho avni-.* pswhsv 'Ji.-.- tftewvwsft • \hth 9<h J 

Thankyou for yourenvironmeritol^oncerns.^Jic •iCkU'vcj on; to \b\ di-iy.- «v»', ess&j *JC >"o:l„'-.f:v?;c 
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