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Subject. -Commentsion-ProposediPit Rules ~~ Ruile 50~~~ yariesinm i
Please acceptn,my. comments:for:the record:as:follows:s: ixonips 2e = o ldi By wilt mont Lubu
The-State; of NewiMexico:enforcement agencies, :should:adopt ;and..enforce more: strrngenp ot
regulations’in. order:to:previent furthér:degradation:of the-healthi!and:welfare;of:all:living ithing's:rr;:;:o
most-importantly:mankindsand:-the .environmentincluding-our:preCious:water:suppliesz:a prinayiis
Therefore, itisivery apparentithati:NM:QED*. must:enact.and. enforcéa-ban‘of-.on:site:burial of:..:
oil and gas industry generated pit wastes. As you know, NMOCD recently conducted random
testing of pitwasteifrom a few:sites.and found:toxi¢ materialincluding carcinogénss t[o=be".~ présentit
This-fact-alone ;zshold be:enoughi reéason to ban-om:site.burial’of:toxic pitwaste:=-arc to shumaxa
New Mexico Environmental. Department hasrecorded thotsandsioficases:ofipit contaminationt;of:g
New Mexico’s environment:» NMOCD:has reported.data: that: 6ver-400i cases:0f: pltoc:aus"e‘d"wate‘r
contamination:»This:trend:cannot.continue:»Theshealth ard welfare of:the:people are;at riskt oo
The indUstry:that-createsthese toxic.waste: sites should'be résponsible:for:the: preventron of i i
environmental:contamination.whichtincludes: lmmedlate clean-upand- properldlsposaltof toxie: i«
wastes: 1 On:siterburialjust leaves:the:problem:for. someone else:to clean:uprinthe. future A dont
know.of: anynothemndustry that:is-allowéed o burywasté effluent.onipubliciand: pnvate lands..and:iv
walk away.from:it’s.filthycontamination:vPrivate:citizeris would-be. prosecuted b it CLOOMIY
A good example ofiicontaminatiom: buried:in:theiground for somebody elseito clean up isthe isite;:
that my husband, Warren, and | found in a newly developed neighborhood in Farmington. The
following:isithe text-of-an"e-mailil Sent:to:Charlie Perrin/ NMOCD. on.May:28;, 2006: 55 Lty U1K
* Re:i+The Merrion #1EHeights Com wellsSite located;east of:theHeights-Schooliin: Farmmgtonsc»“x
It appears-thatheavy:equipment:has-excavated:theipit liner andscontents which ! |,werej buried:asii;
few.feet east of:thie:well;site fenceErrosion from'the well pad is running down tharthe remaining
contents of the gutted pit/liner carrying the sediment inte: a:drainage that: ﬂows into: the arroyo: that
runs-through:the-Kiwanis:Park south of:the;Béckiand: Hills subdivision.: ~There:are’ several new; :
homes in:theyarea>Warren! & noticed: the;prtrlmenhanglng sout-of the;embankment- wheane were
@ a-garage Sale:@:3990iYorkshire:&Manchester-intersections We took ‘several close up photoss*”‘,

Mr. Perrin/ NMOCD responded;onrMay:31,-2006: "Yes; ma'am We did conduct.aninvestigationiand't.»: %!«
determined:the: developen was: dorng.dlrt work:and cut theliner.Fhe.operator.and the.developer.are, worklng together
to resolve the issue.”

Itis; unknown at this,time.if the plt liner. and gemalnrng pit.residue has,been.removed or.if the. .
contents of thrs plt was tested Was there .any follow. up by NMOCD'? ls the drarnage, e
contammated‘? Is the. subdwrsron sorl contam'nated’? W|II clean up,| be necessar;gS T [0
Charlene Anderson and J;both, testrﬁed and provrded photos of th|s S|te ata prt hearmg held N sy

Farmrngton about a-year ago NMOCD should have these (photos on ﬂleﬁ b nrseH eanist osl

Closed; loop, sgstemus .contain .and control on srte\,contamlnatlon and elrmmate reserve pits and... ...
the related environmental problems The waste hopefully, is then dlsposed of ata controlled L cone
disposal site.. Closed loop systems. should:be, mandated in the State of New. Mexico.. ..., eeci D
'l;he waste dlsposal;SIte must be located far away‘ from populated areas and surface water,l oD
dramages &0 t,ntm o Beraats il HONOYviie ™0 E» e aib 90 JBnn Blagw .
I will cite two recent incidents of reserve pit problems that occurred near our home Iocated | a
very large neighborhood within the City of Aztec, NM. oy Anstt
Both of these noxious incidents would have been prevented had the closed loop system been
used by the two companies. T L yetre
In August, 2005, my husband and | noticed the sickening stench of rotten egg—sewage odor thatm
saturated our house. For several days, we could not bear to do any kind of outdger, actlwty at oun
home. Even though it was horribly hot, we had to stuff our air conditioner intake with plllows and’
keep our doors and windows closed. We both suffered from nausea, headaches, and sore
throats. We were finally able to trace the foul odors to the reserve pit of the BP Federal Gas Com

001. AP 3004532876 well on a Federal Lease approximately 3 / 4 mile east of our house.




The pit:-was:approxihalf full of a nasty foul looking scummy fluid that smelléd worse than &7 i
commercial hog farm. We complained-to-thé NMQCD Aztéc office:and: BP:~Nat only'was the - +=
odor from this pit making us sick, approximately:75 feet of:the fence’‘around:the: pit-was laying:flat
on the ground:}zSeveral.hoimes-are located:to the East-and West of this:site: cA:few!days: afte‘rawe
complainedtheioperatorsréported-that the pit hadbeén ‘sweetened withichemicals”. v The.:i < . .»
sickening odorsi continued-forsa:few:more wéeks until:the:pit'was covered-and reclaimed.- We
haveia. collectuontof photos 'of,thns noxlous weltsnte" Pléase advuse if? youvneed COpIest i 7 #

el et beiubnon wiennay QL0000 ond Do gA gvian P et 0w sy 3an o s
The:XTO; Energnyampton ‘DAE:ARI 3@04533948 Jlocated: on: private: Iand ris:the.most recent S
example of problem PITS!:.in-our:Aztec neighborhood. - The XTO Hampton'DAE.is: a few: thdred i
yards south-of our horme:and 400+:feet from homes:inithe KokopellizSubdivision:i=: " = o2 v
In July+2005;:well:site:prep: began: v The operator:dammed off an:activet arroyo wuth the mtent of.;
lining the :arroyo for;andinstant resérve pit: ‘Thisiiarrdyo:drains betweennseveral homes.in the‘
subdivision and. s a:tributary.of the Hampton:Afroyo; listed: by: NMOCD ‘as:ivulnerable”::: The
Hampton:drains:into'the:Animas River:.-At-our. request;:the Aztec:State‘Engineer's Office - v+ i
measured the XTOdamiin the.arroyo and-validatéd-that-the:dam was “a fewinches:short of HOE
violating:the dam safety;regulations of the State.Engineer:b . filedia:complaint withithe: Aztec.voe: |
NMOCD office and the City:of Aztec.: The dam:wasiremdved and the:arroyo was: some’whate Aisyey
reclaimed.:i fAnother pit:was éxcavated on the well:pad:on; the south bank’ of.,the arroyo. .« bong
G LIS (D0 LA T petols el viven g al et 00g g by r,,,e.,ng SRR
XTO drilled the.'Ha”rnpton \DAE in January, 2007: On February 3, '200"7,—'Warfen and'| observed. 0!
that'the:reservie pitlliner:was:bréached: and:the :pit:.was beéing filled in-with-fresh dirt even 'th"o“ugh"* ’
there'was still-a‘large.amountiof:nasty, foul smelling:fluid:in the:pit: We filed;another.complaint. =
with:NMOCD:and.-the City of Aztec:: Long story short: testing of the:pit:“mud- piei(‘as l-call lt) was:
done ‘and"NMOCD ordered:XTQ.to clean up'the pit mess:and haul:it awdy.a toumip i o ars, a0
Trucks:pumped. the:sludgé: 24/7.for 7.or 8 'days-and-hauled:it tothe Industrial Ecosystem I'_and.rs:.
Farm:on.Crouch ‘Mesa.zThe:pitisludge was>hauled ot of our:neighborheod:and deposited -at .
theNMOCD-permitted JF Jil:and ‘Farm:akaindustrial- Ecosystem. which’i§ lécatéd-adjacent: to a
sizeable:. housing.development :on Crouch-Mesa:and:in the 'SanrJuaniRiverdrainage. . ¢
We'have'a series-of photos-of these incidents.+Please-advise-if-'youineed:copy for your: ﬁles. T

EIRCAtIET Th 1 tc\‘

A closed’ Ioop system woulo have ellmlnated the XTO plt dlsasters however it is not healthy for
humans to ha Pté-"a’\’n on and gas waste matenal deposutory located in’ thelr nelghborhood as 'is the'
case on Crouch Mesa even though it |s questlonable Wthh came fi rst the homes or ‘thef land
.. farm™ 'The State"sf New' Mexnco must become more envnronmentally conscnous of placement ofJ .

land farms. Health and $afety 6f-the people’shiculd-b& 4 top pridrity of NMOGD? 0% © L@
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of New Mexnco (NMOCD) quI ban ‘on-gife biiral dfoll and gas Q'tj B
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In closmg i hope th $ta
waste’ C’-‘H\)-Lr()u : I

Closed ioop systems s m to be the best management squtlon to contamlnatlon created'by‘ p|t
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contents’ > The'oil and gas'industry must take respon5|b|llty for-proper dlsposal ‘of thé W ste The

;ac.‘
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waste must be disposed of in envnronmentally sound locations. o 7 s
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