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NMOCD rtSttitaCes NNtemt, isiii i*iuf: ^mnuoa jinbtoo. ytesn »lo tlu'tU©ct©bep24fr20O7u ariT 
Subject: pCornmerntslon-ProposedF SO^^nisiqwioo s 'rf .WB« ^cr' i£?cw,rrioo 
PJea -̂9ec«ptAmy^GommentS':for;th6 recdrd'asifollbyvsisi'KXOi^s .jfcjfe J air it ment .obu 
The State:pf. New!Mexic<)anfbr(^ment' agencies, .shouldiadopt andrenforee-more'- stringenb srf ro 
regulationsln brderiitoiprevent ;funthertdegradati 
most importantly mahto^ ransnŝ bic: 
Therefore, ifeisiyeiyappanentlhativNMiQQD'musfcenact.^ 
oil and gas industry generated pit wastes. As you know, NMOCD recently conducted random 
testing of?pitfwasteffrom a fewisitesand fouhd>toxlGfnWerialM^̂  
Thistfactalon"e,eshould)b^ tc ^iqrr^xe 
New Mexico Environmeritali Departmerit hasfireeorded thousandsfbfleasesfofi pit contamination of, / 
New Mexico'srehvironmentevNMOGDifo^ 
contamination.oThisrta arid welfare ofithe^people are>at-riskl 
The indust^that cneatesfthesei tbxic>.waste.sites should'b^ 
environmerifal)contarritination-w.hiGh!:iricl̂  
wastes? I Orissitef bunial pst leavesi theiproblem>for> someone e|se*.to cleahsupan'Ithe.future^i. don't, 
know^of ariy3dtheri'in'dustry ;that5iS!«llowed tto iburŷ waste* effluent ;ori!pub!ietandhpavate: lands. .and;«v 
walk away from-it'sfM joo^r; C-OOM* 
A good example ofi'donfami'nationj buried,-iri:thelground for somebody alseito clean up is'theiisiteji 
that my husband, Warren, and I found in a newly developed neighborhood in Farmington. The 
folldwingsisl thejtexliof-ari'eTfnailSI SenfetosGMarli© Perrin/ NMOCD on:Mays28f,2006: 
" Re:;'The Menrion #1E'Heights Com well <site located least dMhesHeightsf School (inr 
It appears thatiheavyiequipme'nt̂ has exc^vateditheMpit liner ahd.cdntents which "we|re" buried^arjii; 
fewievet east of4theiwellisifeifencei£rrosiorii from?the well pad isTunriimg down thru^th§ remaining 
contents ofthe gutted pityiner canylng; the sediment intp;a drainage Wafcflows: Inlb t̂be'ialrFoye'sthat-
runsihrough? therKiwariiStBark sduth ofthej Beekland; Mills subdlvisiSn^thereiareiseyeraKnewbjJiV 
homes in^he/areabWarrerr&.l1 no'ticed;the)pitrlirî  
@ a garage sale':@g3990iYorkshire;&]Manchester intersection?, We tobk several close"¥p p 
Mr. Perrin/ NMQ0D/ resp0'ridedi bnrMiay;31, •2006: t'Ye^ma:am we did condoctao investigation sand k^j^i- j ; 
determined! the!develpper;,was:d cut theHinerpTb^Pperatpraiiid the.deyejpper:are,wprkingtpgetheni 
to resolve the issue." 
It is unknown5at this; time if the pit liner, and,remaining pit residue has^been xemoyedouf the - n A 
cp(nJe.nts^offJ{this.̂ ^ .-.A ;?n,.*nL, r$ 
conlamtr^ 
Charilene1?,Anders,qn .and-^both.j^ 
Farmington about s^^agfc^ 

the related environmental problems. The waste, hopefully, is then disposed of at a controlled n,A, 
disposal ssite.lVClosed .loop systems,should!.be,,mandated in.the, State,qf Neyy3 Mexico., n n n ! 

Tfhe; wa_ste.4is,posatjSi^ 
drainages. .snoiiBvol bnuos vHslsiemrioilvso bsaoqeib sd iauns sfssw 
I will cite two recent incidents of reserve pit problemsvthat occurred near our home located in a 
very large neighborhood within the City of Aztec, NM. L . o v , ; . , ^T 
Both of these noxious incidents would have been prevented had the closed loop system been 
used by the two companies. \ yej-.iriS 
In August, 2005, my husband and I noticed the sickening stench of rotten egg-sewagef<^brj^'a|t(^ 
saturated our house. For several days, we could not bear to do any kind of ou td^ae l i ^ ' ^ ^u r ^ 
home. Even though it was horribly hot, we had to stuff our air conditioner intake with pillows and' 
keep our doors and windows closed. We both suffered from nausea, headaches, and sore 
throats. We were finally able to trace the foul odors to the reserve pit of the BP Federal Gas Com 
001 API 3004532876 well on a Federal Lease approximately 3 / 4 mile east of our house. 



The piCwas:appPdx):half full of a nasty foul looking scummy fluid that smelle'd worse than SC-uW 
commercial hog farm. We complained to-the NMOCD Aztec dffice:and BR jcNbt only was the.-* 
odor from this pit making us sick, approximately^ feet of ;the fence ardundithe pitwas laying: flat 
on the ground-.teSeveraLhomesare located >to the East'and; West of thistsite;/eA;few'days:after we 
complained.ctheio'peratorffeportedthat the pit hadcbeen ''sweetened withcchemieais". r.Tha:* ••-..> 
sickening odors'cx^ntinued'fo^ 
have ladollectioncof'photdssof^this1 noxious^ well;site:riPleiise adviseiifjyou^need\copiesd ,*K-': 'f; 

mob /si *:rfoi;bnc:v '>(.ivr.&-. Q Z - ; , , v . r n > ! vr,; *A &/••?.?:•>; ''-I t & - ic .vi* 
ThefXlOj EriergyfHamptoncD1;EI~ARI 30O4.533948:toeatedi bmprivate/lahd> nisihe. most recent ' " i.; 
example of problem PITS'; in:our Aztec neighborhood. 'The XTO Hampton D;1E, i&a few hundred T 
yards south-of our home:andJ4O.0*!feet from Iho'mesiinithe Kokopelli:Subdivisionviu; ". v , v; -
In vdulyiV2005;£wellisitejprep)began.n<The dperatorcdammeduoff aKactivefarroyo with-the intent off-
lining thearroyo fonanqnstant reserve pits Thisriarroyo; drains betweenoseveral homes.in the .--i 
subdivision and ds;astribufary;of.the,HamptbhiArroyo.slisted^by:NMOGDiasflvulnefable',:!.:T.hei 

Hampton;drains(intoiherAnimasRiver.:;Atduh n-; 
measured*the 'XTOidamtin the array© and-validated thatthe-dam was "a few,;inches?shbrt ofc*??E'•: 
violating' the dam isafety)regulations of the StatevEngirieer,^AI ,filed iafcomplaint .with ithe: Aztecvt/o(:: 
NMOCD office and the :0ity?of.Aztec.The damiwasfremdvedand thejarroyo was somewhate iVr-m 
reciaimed.ii -Another pihwas excavated on the wejlcpadnorothelsouthrbank otthe arroyo. ^ bco^ .•' 

fr^F .r.T.j;r.n;;-;-n;:»i ni bo<v-f>cri<'v:-:i pyqoisvMO vlw.r- y ni ^ni'ov, oi's .ne^c-A* ,:?s rxa :^ vv /<:•••;.• 
XTO drilled the. Hampton\D1.E in January, 2007:" On February 3, -200y7r'Warren and I observed : o: 
that:the:reserve*piWine£w^ filled in with fresh dirt even though ! " 
thene'.was'stilha'la'rge amount>of>nasty, foul. srnellihgifluid:in the-pit: We/iled;another;complaint,^ 
with:NMO,GDrand the City pf Aztec. ; Long story short' testing of the;pit"mud pie"(?as I call it) was ' 
don'efand NMOGD.ordered?XTGLto clean up the pit mess!and haul it awa'y.a bouvo »ril *o STS:. co 
Trucks, pumped, the. sludge! 24/7 for !7,op 8 days andihauledfit to lhe IhdustFialEcosystem Lando. 
Farm onvGrouehMesais? he)pitisludge was.nhaiiled; out of bur neighborhood-arid deposited at. -vi 
theoNMOCD permitted \JFJ^^ 
sizeable^ housing.development -on Grouch Mesa:and:in the Sah'JuanLRiverfdrairiageA \: n >S iV-
We^have a serieS'Of photbs of these incidents. - Please'advise>if your

eneed?eopy for your files, new* 

A closed loop1 fystejn W6u[^r'h'a^| eliminated the XTO'pitM disaster's; hoj/veyer. it is riot healthy fo r j : 

humans to havWja]^ l oca le^ ;as is the; 
case on Crpuch lv1esa,le^ is qdestionab1e,;whicH ^'me/firei%e fHpmes 6r:fherlarid c ; * 
.farm.n!fne' Sta'te^SfNe\^Mexic^^mliist become more erivifohrhentaliy cdriscibus df1 placement'df ^ 
land farms. Health and solely df the^pebp^ priority bf'NMOCd? ' K V ? £ ' " : ^ 

In ciosihgf P riopi%e^tefe r*6f'tfew Mexico(NMOCD) will ban on-site rbtifial^f di'l ahd%as pit , 5 ! 

Was?#,l0lin03 -* ^°'>S30q&'--cJ- .v'!:yi;':-r--: .... *•>.'•.\/ -.)'.-;,'fY 0 f'GlC •tffi:s"'1 -3.r. ;u: TC? '.KM'.'** 

Closed loop sj^terri^ s ^ ^ ' t o ^ ' t h e ' best'mjanage^ 
contents'.3f he'Sir1 ano" g^ 

waste must be disposed of in environmentally sound locations. ? ; ' n -5 
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