THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF R
SANTA FE COUNTY

ORDINANCE NO.2003- (i}
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING A THREE MONTH MORATORIUM ON

APPLICATIONS TO DRILL AN OIL OR NATURAL GAS WELL, \
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY o

WHEREAS, exploration for crude oil and natural gas occurred in the 1980s in
the Galisteo Basin in Santa Fe County, where sixteen oil wells were drilled; -%‘:g _

WHEREAS, although most of thc sixteen wells were plugged and abandoned
many years ago, one still active well was reworked in February 2007 by an oil and gas
operator who has plans to drill at least eight additional wells

WHEREAS, the only source of County regulation of oil and gas exploration and
production is found in Article III Section 5 of the Land Development Code, a section that
o governs mining in general but does not contain specific provisions that address oil and
R natiral gas exploration and production;

WHEREAS, it is unpcratlve that applications to drill wells, explore and produce:
ctude oil-and natural gas be addressed under a modern, complete, specific and effcctwe
zoning and development ordinance;

WHEREAS County staff has prepared such an ordinance that draws on
ordmances in place in numerous counties and cities throughout the Umted States;

WHEREAS the draft ordinance has had on.ly limited pubhc input thus far and
will require an extensive publlc process before it is ready for public hearmgs and
‘adoption, and a schedule for that public process has been promulgated that mcludes two
public. meetmgs a period for written comments from the public, a full day public hcarmg,
and a second publlxc hearing and posstble adoptlon of the ordmance inlate J. anuary,

WHEREAS an oil and gas operator has publlcly stated that it will file eight
appllcatlons to drill new oil and gas wells within the Galisteo Basin;

o

WHEREAS, if such apphcanons were filed prior to enactment of a specific oil
and gas ordmancc ‘confusion would result over whether the pending applications should
be processed under the existing ordmance or the new ordinance;

WHEREAS, it is critical to the health, safety and welfare of citizens of the
Galisteo Basin who ate about to be impacted by oil and natural gas drilling that the
process for adopting a new ordinance be allowed to run its course, without being affected
by concerns over the effect of clght applications on the County's current or future -
regulatory authority;
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WHEREAS, allowing an application to be processed under the circumstances
could result in significant 1rreparable damage to the human and natural environment; and

WHEREAS, new apphcatlons for oil and gas should not be accepted until the
County's regulatory authority over-oil and natural gas exploration, dnllmg and production
has been clarified in a new ordinance.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COI\/IMISSION]ERS OF
SANTA FE COUNTY:

1. A three-month moratorium on applications to drill an oil or natural gas well is
hereby imposed. No application to drill an oil or natural gas well will be accepted or

processed until the three month waiting period has passed.

2.  An ordinance governing oil and natural gas exploration, drilling and

production shall be presented to the Board of County Commissioners for consideration

and adoption prior to the expiration of this moratorium.

3. Anemergency is hereby declared because of the stated intent of an oil and gas
operator to file eight applications to drill new oil and gas wells within the Galisteo Basin
- and the need for the County to enact an ordinance that dlrectly governs oil and natural gas
production. ’

4. Tt is necessary for the protection of 'th”e'public health, safety and welfare that
this ordinance take effect immediately upon recordation.

5. This ordinance W111 cease to be of effect thxee months from the date of
: recordatlon

PASSED AND ENACTED THIS 27th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2007.

: THE BOARD OF COUNTY COI\'IMISSIONERS
OF SANTA FE COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
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Approved as to form:

Q58

%phel'l C. Ross, County Attorney _
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