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Aiachad ere Testimonies of the Galisteo Basin and detrirertel impacts on wildlife.

The i Tormation contained in this telefax message is atiomey privileg 2d and confidential Infonmetion Int: «ded cnly
iorhe use of the ndividual or entity named above. I youare not the intanded reciplent or an agand e ypnsibl for
Jeliverng It fo the intended rechptent, you are hareby notifled that ary review, dissamisation, Jistrisusion, orcopying
G fals communication Is strictly prohibited. I you have recefved thie commiunication In ercor, please i medi:arfely
eitify us oy tefept-one, and retum original meseage to us at the aove acidress via the U.S. Puslzi Se vics
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Dacamber 3, 2008

Mr. Mark Fevmire, Director

STATE CF NE W MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION
12200 So gt €%, Francis Drive

santa Fe, N 87508

RE: 2ropacend Qil Conservation Division Amendment to 1¢.15.39 NMAC
Dear Mr. Fesmire:

The Pueblo of Tesuque, through its delegation of Goveraer Robert A, Mora, $r., Lt. Gove nor
Mathiony Dorame and Former Governor Mark Mitchell, request to address in tes:imony the
Jroposec revision to regulations applicable to exploraticn and drilling in Santa Fe Jounty and
the 3zlisieo Basin. Former Governor Mark Mitchell, the Pueblo’s Tribal Historic P -eseivation
Officer, will testify regarding our conicarns about cultural and historic preseriation. Lt
Governor Anthony Dorame will address the detrimental impacts on witdlife. 1= zddilion, plaase
find att chad our testimonies,

Sinceraly,

/52/4;@3/'4' Jrore, S

Robert A. Mcra, Sr.,
Governor

Phone (505) 9832667 Fax (505) 982-2331
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Pueblo of Tesuque

Route 42 Pox 360-T
Saitta Fe, New Mexico 87506

Proposed Qil Conservation Division Amendment to 19.15.39 WIV-ALL
Testirnony of Lizutenant Governor Anthony Dorame, Pueblo of Tes uque

December 11, 2008 -
Porter Hzll, Santa Fe, New Mexico

(Gocd micrmingg, Mr. Fesmire. My neme is Lieutenant Governor Dorame. 1 azi he e io
roxrasnt on behalf of Tesuque Pueblo on your propossd revision to regulstior s
apoiisable to exploration and drilling in Sarnta Fe Courty and the Galisteo Easia.

Tesuque Puetlo is very concerned that the proposed araended regulations 4 nothing to
prevent peget ve impacts on wildlife caused by oil and gas exploration and ri.ling.

The cont onex. health of “vildlife within the overall ecosystem is criticall iriportent to the:

Pueh:o bacanie wildlife is important in our overall traditional cultvre. Tae Pusble: is -
sspecially cor cened abeout recent scieatific findings edtablishing the multiple ‘let: merte!
impaats oil exd gas exploration and development have on wildlife, including less of
haditat, babitet fragmentution, morbidity dueito ingestion of toxic chemicals,

slec’ycoution yf hawks and eagles by power lines, and severe disruption. of nesing and
maticg behav or. Bxploration also frequently resuits i invasion of wndesiriali: ne xious,
not-radve plimt species, which fundamentally changes habitat. It is thereftxe xitcal for
the puklic anc. for the Pazblo that this biological impact of exploration b a facicr o ths
agpreval or denial of permits.

Im gzacrzl tenns, we would like to Jnow if any endlangered species studiss ot ¢the:

wilcl'fis studics have been done in the area. If such studies exist, we wordd liks to review

thern. In specific terms, we delieve that impacts on wildlife should be irclude:] as &
factor deterpyning approval or denial of a plan. In addition, OCD should xequirs (hat the
New Meico Jepartment of Game and Fish monitor the health of wildlife before ad
ifter 2 0lan is put into efiect and that adaptive managenent practices to roitigale
previyusly uamown effects. Impacts on wilﬁli;?e should also be addressed in ¢ach
developmient Hlan’s contngency plan. '

lasi, vie believe OCD should consult with the tribes and Pueblos of New Maxico on any

wild iz irmpacts before any permit is granted, consisteat with Governor Bil. Rica:rdsor’s

lnecr vy Ordlers.

Phume (505) 983-2667 Fux (505) 9822531
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Proposed.Oil Conservation Division Amendment to 19.15.39 NMAC
Trstimony of Mérk Mtchsll, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Pusblo of Tesuque

Decermber 11, 2006
Porter Hell, Santa Fz, New Mexico

Good zaceningy, Mr. Fesniire, Mr. | . My name is Mark Michel. Imne
Torrer Goveraor of the Fueblo of Tesuque and serve as the Pueblo®s Tribal Histoiic
Pregervaion Officer. Tam here today to comment on your proposed revisicn 1
regulations epplicable to exploration and drilling in Santa Fe County and the Cali¢teo

Basin.

The Pueblo 0" Tesugue T as been engaged with thic issne since befors Geverac:
Richardson issued his executive order in Jannary 2008. We submittad official ¢o: uments
o the moratorium on May ©, 2008, ‘which are attached to our writtea testimory.

"W' continne fo be gravely concermned about exploration in this ares for dirs: reasons

/i i not addressed by vour proposed revision to the regulations, First, th 3 Galisteo
R«.su is 1 Traditional Cultural Property, as definec! by the National Historic Prese: vation
Act, “or the P 1eblo because it is visited by Pueblo people for traditicnal culzir:l réasors
year round. Second, the Pueblo is concerned about destruction of archsecio zical imnd

Vi

nrica) Tescurces, the vvast majority of which are not yet documenfed. Third. the

Puelvio is coasemed about detrimental impacts on wilclife. Today I will be ad-he:sing
our r:t fwo concerrs. Lieutenant Governor Anthony Dorame will addrass v wildlifs

impasts.

Throaghout this year, our primary concern has been protection of the highly sensi ive
cuitural end historic resonrces in the Galisteo Basin. While the amended nile, =5 ¢ arentl” -
propessd, addresses impacts on fresh water, hwnan health, and the environme:t, w/e are
soniemed thet it fails to address impacts on these resources, as required by Seotio 1 18-6-

2and 18-6.8.0

of the Niew Mexico Cultural Properties Act and various other st es

desi zaed to preserve New Mexico’s historic and archiasclogical resources fior fae public.

Feil1e to address cultural and historic resources in the regulation also confiicts v th
Foverno: Richardson’s Yxecutive Ozder 2005-003, “2 doption of Statewide Tribe.
Comsaltatior Yolicy on the Protection of Sacred Plac -and Repatriation.” "This E:iecuidvs:
Order stafes that “consultaton is critical and necessary® to “avoid any irreplaceat s Joss”
of MNative American cultural and historic sites and sacred places. Wi take conivlition
serivusly and are very concerned that your agency would omit a consultaticn rquiremen:
frex L i4s proposed regulation on oil and gas drilling in “he Galisteo Basir.

Phomne (505) 963-2667 . Fax (505)982-2331
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In conclusion, we find your proposed revision to be insomplete. Our positicnis that
Aurtiier revisions are necessary in oxdier to protect the beritage of the tribes, “he Puriblos,
and the citizens of New Mexico.

xdivrad and “Creditional Importance to Pueblo Tribal IMembers

The (Galisteo 3asin is a Traditional Cultural Propesty (*TCP”) of currer and biste fical
iapdttance to the Pueble. Tribal members of the Pustlo visit the Galisteo J3asin « jany
imes dwing the year for traditional cultural activities. The Pueblo utilizes t-aiiic nal
plants harvested from the area for roedicinal and oltwal purposes. Oil and gas
explorution and developrnent in the area will potentially limit the ability of tilhal
menivers to gather those plants which are signiGcent to the Pueblo.

IZesrustion o { Archaeological and Historical Resources

The Pueblo hiis strong historical roots in the Gslistec Basin because the ancier:t p. sbles
toczied there are considered an ancestral home to the people of Tesuque and hive a plece
in the: tanicon of Tesuque oral history. ‘As recognized in the Galisteo Basin
Axchaclegica. Sites Protaction Act, Public Law 108-208 (2004) the Basin is hora: to
many Listoric and prehistoric sites which merit and require protection. The At Liits

any of these sites, but it is not comprehensive. Ther: are many other places in tlie besin
that be:ve yet 7o be idenified. In fact, with only 12% of the Galisteo Basin survey:d,
rmor s thana 3,000 culturel resources have been identified.

Expioration of this sensivive Basin will not only result in “incidental” destructix of
multial zesources. The influx of pecple and machinery and the creation of roe.ds into
virg i territer v will ensble pothunters and other miscreants to intertionally ig:loi and
destayy the priceless archacclogical heritage of the Pucblos and of the State of Nie v
Maxico. Vandalism and looting has bzen a major problem at oil and ges ¢rilling sites in
places such ac the Canyens of the Ancients in Coloreds. Disturbance of sitzs ia th e
tyelisteo Basin would result in violation of statutes created to protect these wite 3,

inclvdiag the New Mexivo Cultural Properties Act 1978, Section 18-6-8.1, i in the loss
of ivaluable historical and archaeological resources.
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May 9, 2008

Geven-or Bill Richardson
Stete of New Mexico

State Cepitel, Reom 400
Ramta e, Now Mexico 87501

Re: Corwaents ragarding Executive Order 2008-004, “Imposing a Six Month Merato dvm
on. Nevr Cil and Gas Drilling in Santa Fe County and the Galisteo Basin.”

Dear Governor Fichardson:

The Puetio of T2suque strongly supports your moratoriorn of January 24, 2003 on oil anc:
g deilizg in the Galisteo Basin. The Pueblo r1e5petrtﬁsﬂy requests that you tzkes fim-her
action W eosare the protection of the cultarally sensitive, ecologically fragile znd
arnbaeniogically rich lend of the Galisteo Basin. Specifically, the Pueblo requests thit
vou expand the 1noratodus for an additional six months ‘n order to ensure that the & ate,
Jﬂ e 3 fribes mid Puebloz, and the many other affected communities have sixfciet:.
time t aequarely evaluate the impact of the proposed oil and gas exploration. 'We also
rerues that if oil end gas d-lling is permitted in the area then the adnﬁnis’t:rb:g siterts
agemisizs comply with the Governor’s Exscutive Order 2005-003, and copsult with tle
Pusble on gagk, yotential sive to be explored and/or developed prior to emy growmi
distutsre ocovmzing.

The > wble oppises any such exploration for the followiag reasons. First. the Giliseo

Basiin ‘s £ Tradi jonal Culitral Property for the Pueblo because it is visited by Pushin

people “or treditional cultinal reasons year round. Second, the Pueblo is cone irm:ad i bow

desusion of mchaeological and historical resources, the vast majority of ‘whick. ar? not

ve' doimacnted. Third, the Pueblo is concerred about detrimental impacts or: wild: fe.

F ourtl, the Pueblo is concerned about. tnvuronmenm] and Fuman health migacis of the
vzlorgtior. and of futvre drilling.

Ciltzzl and Tr‘ ditional Toportance to Pueblo Tmb&;}iggbers
The Calisteo Besia is 4 Treditional Cultizal Froperty (“TCP™) of cument and “stori el
impor zne to the Pueblo. Tribal members of the Pusbic visit the Galisteo Eesiniro: ny

tirees durirs the: year for iraditional cultural activities. The Pueblo wtitizes tradition ]

Phone (505) 983-2667 Fox (505) 982-2351
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plants harvested from the area for medicinal and cultural purposes. Oil and gas
explorztion and development in the aree. will potentially imit the ability of tribal
; members "o gathar those plants which are significant 1o the Pueblo.

Destructicn of Archaeological and Historical Resources

Thi Pueblo has strong historical roots in the Galisteo Basn because the ancien: pietlos

locatud thers are considerec: an ancestral home to the people of Tesuque and heve a p ace

in ibe Jzxicon of Tesuque oval history. As recognized in the Galisteo Basin

A ht:(ilog;zcﬂ Sites Protection Act, Public Law 108-208 (2004) the Basin js I 1k

gy listoric and premswric sites which merit and require protection. The Act Bists
meay of taese sives, but it is not comprehensive. There are many other places in fie lasip

‘h‘ thavz yet to be identified In fact, with only 12% of the Galisteo Basin surveyed,

more thas 2,000 cultural resources have been identified.

LRI

Exnloration. of tds sepsitin: Basin will not only result in “incidental” destruction of
cuitnzel resources. The imfux of people and machinery aad the creation of roads ‘ri:
virgin ‘enitory vill eneble othunters and other miscresnts to intentionally sxploit ard
destror e priceless archee ological heritage of the Pueblos and of the State of New
Mexicn. 'V:indaism and looting has besri a major problem at oil and pas drilling mite: in
places sach as 1 e Canyons of the Ancierts in Colorado Disturbance cf sites in tae
Gelisteo 3asin vrould resel” in violation of statutes created to protect these sifes,
ineluding the NMew Mexdco Cultursl Preperties Act 1978, Section 18-6-8.1, aml i the: loss
of iz Inable historical and archaeclogical resources.

Detein cavtal Iog act on Wildhf:

The Pueblo is ccmeemned about detrimental effects on wildlife in the Galisico Basin, mch
as abitatl faginmmtation. The comtinued healthiof wildiife within the overall ecosysizm i3
criticaily mportmt to the Fueblo becavse wildlife is important in the overall tadticadd
aultur:: of the Pueblo. The Pueblo is especially concemmied about recet scienific 1. lings
esiabli saing the multiple detrimental impacts wining development has on wilciifi,
includ ng loss o habitat, morbidity due to ingestion of tcxic chemicals, elestricution of
hawks ind eagles by powe: lines, and severe disruption of nesting and matng be'xriior.

e S e o iy e e et

OJ..l dn.i gas cch .omtxon bmugs pecple and massive machinery nfo seasitive aeas o drill
heles, censtnct conerete pads, build reads and lay pipeline. The Pueblo is concerasd .
with ths envirormental inyect of oil md. gas drilling in the Basin: The Galigtes 3asn
suppo:ts 2 unique and fragile ecosystam that, oncs damaged, will take long; year: 1c
rerOver,

For ths avove reasons, the Pueblo strongly opposas exploration of the Galisteo Fasiy,
whack +will inevitably lead to drilling. Thank you for your commitroent ¥ thys finpertent
issue. Wiz request 2 meeting with you and Indian Affairs Secretary Alvin Winrer, wol
before the initzl moratortm expires in July to discuss eur request for 2 ste-month
exteian and issues related to the potential mpacts on our Pueblo. ‘We look forwe:d fo
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working with you to ensure protection of the Galisteo Basin for the Pusblos and for N ew
Mexieo,

Smcercl}

ég/V/ ﬂ,ﬂa_,

Govemo._ Fobert A. Mory, St

cc:  ndian Affairs Secretary Alvin Warren:




