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This matter came on f o r hearing before the O i l 

Conservation Commission, LORI WROTENBERY, Chairman, on 

Thursday, January 15th, 2004, a t the New Mexico Energy, 
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New Mexico. 
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WHEREUPON, the f o l l o w i n g proceedings were had a t 

9:10 a.m.: 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay, I b e l i e v e today we 

have a f a i r l y s h o r t agenda, so we can go ahead and get 

s t a r t e d . This i s January 15th, 2004, the f i r s t meeting of 

the O i l Conservation Commission f o r t h i s year. I note once 

again we have snow on the day of the Commission meeting. 

I'm t h i n k i n g maybe we should schedule more freq u e n t 

meetings, w i t h the drought, I don't know. 

(Off the record) 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: I ' l l j u s t note t h a t a l l 

t h r e e Commissioners are present t h i s morning. We have, I 

b e l i e v e , t h r e e a c t i o n items on the agenda and one we may 

need t o t a l k about the s t a t u s o f , I'm not sure. 

MR. BROOKS: I don't know anything about t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay. Well, t he 

conversation w i l l be s h o r t . 

The f i r s t item i s the minutes of the hearing of 

the O i l Conservation Commission held on December 11th, 

2003. Commissioners, have you had a chance t o review those 

minutes? 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Yes, I have, and I move 

t h a t we adopt them. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Do I hear a second? 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Second. 

STEVEN T. BRENNER, CCR 
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CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: A l l i n favor say aye. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Aye. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Aye. And I ' l l s i g n those 

minutes on behalf of the Commission. 

* * * 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay, and t h e second item 

i s t he annual r e s o l u t i o n r e q u i r e d by the Open Meetings Act. 

And David, do you want t o j u s t i ntroduce t h i s item f o r us? 

MR. BROOKS: Do you have the — You have i t 

p r i n t e d i t out, okay. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Yes. 

MR. BROOKS: Yes, the Open Meetings Act, New 

Mexico St a t u t e s Annotated Sections 10-15-1 and f o l l o w i n g , 

p r ovide t h a t a p u b l i c body s h a l l not less than annually 

adopt a r e s o l u t i o n p r e s c r i b i n g a means by which i t w i l l 

comply w i t h t he p r o v i s i o n s of t h a t a c t w i t h regard t o the 

conduct of i t s proceedings and manner of g i v i n g n o t i c e of 

i t s proceedings. 

The r e s o l u t i o n t h a t i s proposed f o r t h i s year i s 

very s i m i l a r t o the one t h a t the Commission adopted i n 

2003, but i t has a couple of changes t o comply w i t h our — 

or t o conform t o the s t a t u t o r y enactment of the 2 003 

L e g i s l a t u r e and also t o changes i n n o t i c e r u l e s t h a t are 
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proposed f o r adoption today. 

And t h e r e i s one other change t h a t — The 

previous r e s o l u t i o n s t a t e d t h a t a member of the Commission 

may p a r t i c i p a t e i n meetings by conference telephone or 

s i m i l a r equipment when i t ' s d i f f i c u l t or impossible f o r the 

member t o be present, and we deleted the Commission and 

simply s a i d a member of the Commission may p a r t i c i p a t e i n 

meetings by conference telephone or other s i m i l a r 

communication equipment. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Any questions, 

Commissioners? 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: No. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay, I don't hear any 

questions. Then I ' l l e n t e r t a i n a motion t h a t we approve 

the open meetings r e s o l u t i o n f o r 2004. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: I move t h a t we approve the 

r e s o l u t i o n . 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: A l l i n favor say aye. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Aye. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: And t h i s one we a l l t h r e e 

s i g n . 

Okay, thank you, David. 

* * * 
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CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: And we s t i l l have Case 

13,100 on the docket. We're c a r r y i n g i t from month t o 

month. This i s the A p p l i c a t i o n of the F r u i t l a n d Coalbed 

Methane Study Committee t o amend Rules 4 and 7 of Special 

Rules and Regulations f o r the B a s i n - F r u i t l a n d Coal Gas 

Pool, and t h i s was the p a r t of the case t h a t was b i f u r c a t e d 

from Case 12,888. 

MR. BROOKS: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Have we heard anything from 

the p a r t i e s i n t h i s matter? 

MR. BROOKS: Not since the l a s t Commission 

meeting. I conferred w i t h counsel before the l a s t 

Commission meeting and was informed t h a t they wanted i t t o 

be c a r r i e d because they were s t i l l a t t e m p t i n g t o f i n a l i z e a 

sett l e m e n t . 

L i k e I say, I haven't heard from them since t h a t 

meeting. 

Since there's no one here r e q u e s t i n g t h a t i t be 

heard, I would guess my recommendation would be t h a t we 

c a r r y i t another month, and I w i l l endeavor t o f i n d out the 

s t a t u s of n e g o t i a t i o n s p r i o r t o the February 12th 

Commission Hearing. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: That w i l l be h e l p f u l . 

Thank you. 

* * * 
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CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: And then t h a t takes us t o 

Case 13,187, the A p p l i c a t i o n of the New Mexico O i l 

Conservation D i v i s i o n t o amend various procedural r u l e s . 

We heard testimony on t h i s case a t the l a s t 

Commission meeting, and David has prepared f o r us a d r a f t 

order w i t h an attached Rule. 

He also d i d a l i t t l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n on the 

question t h a t Mr. Bemis r a i s e d — 

Albuquerque J o u r n a l . Mr. Bemis had r a i s e d the question 

whether t h e r e was such a t h i n g as a newspaper of general 

c i r c u l a t i o n i n the State, and we had suggested t h a t we 

b e l i e v e the Albuquerque Journa l t o be t h a t . 

Ms. Davidson has contacted the J o u r n a l , and they 

have t o l d us t h a t they b e l i e v e themselves t o be such and 

t h a t they r o u t i n e l y make a f f i d a v i t s t o t h a t e f f e c t i n 

connection w i t h a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Thank you. So i f 

Commissioner B a i l e y w i l l — 

MR. BROOKS: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: — a t the hearing i n — 

MR. BROOKS: Yes, Florene Davidson contacted the 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: I ' l l ~ 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: — r e l a y t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n — 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Thank you. 
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CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: — t o Mr. Bemis, we'd 

appreci a t e i t . 

And Mr. Brooks has prepared a d r a f t order f o r our 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

Commissioners, have you had a chance t o review 

the order? 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Yes, I have, and I move we 

adopt i t . 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: A l l i n favor say aye. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Aye. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Aye. T r y i n g t o f i n d t he 

si g n a t u r e page. There we go. 

* * * 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay, I t h i n k we've covered 

the Commission's agenda i n very s h o r t order here. I s t h e r e 

anything else we need t o address today, Mr. Brooks? 

MR. BROOKS: Not t h a t I'm aware o f . 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Ms. Davidson? 

MS. DAVIDSON: No. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Commissioners? 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: I don't t h i n k so. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: (Shakes head) 
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CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: I n t h a t case, I ' l l 

e n t e r t a i n a motion t o adjourn. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: I move we adjourn. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: I t ' s a done de a l . Thank 

you very much, everybody. 

(Thereupon, these proceedings were concluded a t 

9:21 a.m.) 

* * * 
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