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March 15, 1996 

Mr. Walter Biggins 
UIC Program Manager 
USEPA, Region V I 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Suit e 1200 
6WQ-AG 
Dall a s , Texas 75202-2733 

Dear Mr. Biggins: 

On October 23, 1995, the Chairman of the O i l Conservation 
Commission, Mr. W i l l i a m J. LeMay, appointed a NORM Disposal Task 
Force Committee whose charge was t o develop r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s 
f o r the O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n r e g a r d i n g the d i s p o s a l of 
N a t u r a l l y Occurring Radioactive M a t e r i a l (NORM's). Between the 
dates of November 2, 1995, and February 20, 1996, the Committee 
h e l d s i x meetings i n i t s e f f o r t t o d r a f t proposed r u l e s . On 
March 14, 1996, the Committee f o r m a l l y submitted t o Mr. LeMay i t s 
proposed r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s . W i t h i n the proposed r u l e s and 
r e g u l a t i o n s , there are d i s p o s a l o p t i o n s which include the 
i n j e c t i o n of NORM m a t e r i a l i n Class I I d i s p o s a l w e l l s and 
enhanced recovery i n j e c t i o n w e l l s . I n a d d i t i o n , there i s a 
dis p o s a l o p t i o n which provides f o r i n j e c t i o n i n t o a Class I I 
d i s p o s a l w e l l a t a pressure which exceeds f r a c t u r e pressure. 

During the process of d r a f t i n g these proposed r u l e s , I have 
maintained contact w i t h Mr. Ray Leissner, former New Mexico UIC 
Program Manager. Mr. Leissner has provided the D i v i s i o n w i t h 
v a luable i n f o r m a t i o n and guidance d u r i n g t h i s process. E a r l y on, 
one of the questions I posed t o Mr. Leissner was whether or not 
the OCD would be r e q u i r e d t o o b t a i n formal approval from EPA w i t h 
regards t o promulgating these r u l e s and a u t h o r i z i n g the dis p o s a l 
of NORM'S i n t o Class I I d i s p o s a l and i n j e c t i o n w e l l s . He advised 
me t h a t formal approval under the c u r r e n t UIC Rules and 
Regulations would not be necessary, however, he requested t h a t 
EPA be given the o p p o r t u n i t y t o provide w r i t t e n comments on the 
proposed r u l e s p r i o r t o t h e i r promulgation. 

The O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n hereby submits the f o l l o w i n g 
described documents f o r EPA's review and comments: 

a) The F i n a l Report of the NORM Disposal 
Task Force t o the Chairman of the O i l 
Conservation Commission; 

b) The NORM Disposal Task Force Committee 
Member L i s t ; 



c) New Mexico Environmental Improvement 
Board Regulations (20 NMAC 3.1, Subpart 14); 

d) Memorandum dated February 1, 1996 from 
Ms. Jayme Boone Ward, El Paso N a t u r a l Gas 
Company t o the Committee regarding the 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y of RCRA t o Regulated NORM; 

e) NORM Disposal Task Force Proposed Rule; 

f ) Exxon Production Research Company 
t e c h n i c a l o p i n i o n on t h i s issue of "Disposal 
of S l u r r i f i e d NORM Waste i n EOR I n j e c t i o n 
WElls". 

The O i l Conservation Commission has scheduled a hearing f o r 
A p r i l 11, 1996, t o consider the Committee's proposed NORM r u l e s . 
We would appreciate any i n p u t from you or your s t a f f regarding 
these r u l e s . I t would be most b e n e f i c i a l i f we could receive 
your comments p r i o r t o the A p r i l 11 hearing. I f I can be of 
f u r t h e r assistance, please contact me at (505) 827-8184. 

xc: Mr. Ned Kendrick 
Chairman, NORM Task Force 

<X"Case File-11391 

Mr. Ray Leissner 
USEPA, Region VI 

David Catanach 
UIC D i r e c t o r 


