
VZC 19 '97 04=43PM P. 1/5 

ynnxjRH, S T J R A T V E K T & T O E G E E S O N , R A . 
LAW OFFICES 

R A N N E » . MlLLCR THOMAS R. MACK 
ALAN C. TORSERSON 
ALICE T O M L I N 5 0 N LORENZ 

TERRi L S A u t R 
J O E L T, NEWTON A L B U Q U E R Q U E , N.M. LAS CRUCES, N.M. 

GREGORYW. CHASE J U D I T H K. NAKAMURA 
A L A N KONRAO THOMAS M. DOMME BOO MARQUETTE N.W.. SUITE 1 lOO SO© SOUTH MAIN, SUITE SOO 

LYMAN G. SANDY OAVIO H. TMOMAS "1 POST OFFICE BOX z s o n r POST O F F I C E BOX ISOS 

S T E P H E N M. WILLIAMS C. BRIAN CHARLTON ALBUOUEROUC, N.M, 87isE-oee7 L A * C f t u C C S . N . M . a e o o 4 . i e o s 

S T O H A N M. V lOMAR J E F F R E Y E. J O N E S T E L E P H O N E : (SOB) 8 - « 2 - l * S O T E L E P H O N E : ISOS) B S 3 - I 4 a ' 

ROBERT C, GUTIERREZ M A N U E L I . A R R I E T A FAX; <»OB> i < u - * « O B FAX: (BOB) B 2 6 - E 2 I S 
SETH V. B I N G H A M RALPH WM, RICHAROS 
MICHAEL H. HOSES LEONARD D. SANCHEZ 

JAMES B. COLLINS ROBIN A. GOBLE 
TIMOTHY R. BRIGG9 J A M E S R. WOOD 
R U D O L P H LUCERO DANA M. KYLE FARMINGTON. N.M. SANTA FE, N.M. 
DCAN G. CONSTANTINE KIRK R. A L L E N 

FARMINGTON. N.M. SANTA FE, N.M. 
D E B O R A H A. SOLOVE RUTH m, FUESS 3 0 O WEST ARRINGTON IBO WASHINGTON A V E N U E . SUITE 3 D O 
GARY L. GORDON J A M E S B. GREEN POST O F F I C E BOX B e n FOST O F F I C E BOX I 9 B S 
LAWRENCE R. W h I T E KYLE M. F INCH FARMrNCTON, N.M. 8 7 4 9 B . O B 8 B S A N T A F E . N M . B 7 5 0 i - i # a e 
S H A R O N P. GROSS M. B R O O K LASKEY 

FARMrNCTON, N.M. 8 7 4 9 B . O B 8 B S A N T A F E . N M . B 7 5 0 i - i # a e 

VrRG'NIA A N D E R M A N K A T H E R I N E W . HALL T E L E P H O N E : (SOS) 3 t « - A t f a i T E L E P H O N E : (SOS) 9 « 9 ^ 6 > 4 

MARTE 0 . U O H T S T O N E KENNETH B. BACA PAX; (BOB) 9 2 E - S < 7 4 F A X : ( B O B ) e e e . s e s T 

J O H N R. FUNK FRED SCHILLER 
J . SCOTT HALL MICHAEL 1. GARCIA 

PLEASE REPLY TO S A N T A r e 

WILLIAM K. STRATVERT. C O U N S E L 
PAUL W. R O B I N S O N , C O U N S E L 

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET 

DATE: December 19. 1997 

TO: Lynn Hebert. Esq. FAX NO.: 827-8177 

FROM: J. Scott Hall, Esq. OPERATOR: Rozella 

RE: NMOCC Case No s 11808 and 11809 (De Novo, 

MESSAGE: Please see attached letter. 

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER SHEET: 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE THE ENTIRE DOCUMENT, PLEASE CALL OUR SANTA FE 
OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AT (505) 989-9614. 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE IS CONFIDENTIAL 
AND INTENDED SOLELY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED 
ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR 
THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING IT TO THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, 
AND COPYING, OR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS FACSIMILE IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY 
THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE (COLLECT), AND RETURN THE 
FACSIMILE TO THE SENDER AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE U. S. POSTAL 
SERVICE. THANK YOU. 
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December 19,1997 
PLEASE REPLY TO SANTA FE 

WILLIAM K, STRATVERT. C O U N S E L 
P A U L W . R O B I N S O N , C O U N S E L 

Lynn Hebert, Esq. 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission 
2040 South Pacheco 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 BY FACSIMILE 

Re: NMOCD Case No.s 11808 and 11809; Application of Burlington Resources Oil and Gas 
Company for Compulsory Pooling, Unorthodox Well Location and Non-Standard Spacing 
and Proration Unit, San Juan County, New Mexico. De Novo 

Today, I received Mr. Kellahin's December 18,1997 letter requesting the withdrawal of Case 
No. 11808 in the consolidated de novo proceeding presently pending before the Commission. It 
should be noted that concurrence on the request was not sought. 

As you know, it has been the Commission's practice that only the de novo applicant (Total, 
in this case) may obtain the unilateral dismissal of a de novo case. (See, for example, Application 
of Gillespie-Crow, Inc., where Yates Petroleum and Hanley Exploration were the de novo 
applicants.) Accordingly, Burlington's unilateral request to dismiss this de novo case here is 
inappropriate. 

During the course of these consolidated proceedings, Burlington's conduct gave rise to many 
issues affecting both cases which will not be obviated by the dismissal of Case No. 11808 and the 
vacation of Order R-10877. Total does not wish to waive any right or opportunity to pursue those 
issues or related discovery. Accordingly, we request that the Cornmission hold any action on the 
Burlington request to withdraw in abeyance until counsel have had an opportunity to confer with 
each other and their respective clients. 

Dear Lynn: 

Very truly yours, 

MILLER, STRATVERT & TORGERSON, P.A. 

J. Scott Hall 
JSH:CMB 
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December 19, 1997 
Page 2 

JSHrCMB 

cc: W. Thomas Kellahin, Esq. 
J.E, Gallegos, Esq. 
Norman Inman, Esq, 
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December 18, 1997 

HAND DELIVERED 

Mr. William J. LeMay, Director 
Oil Conservation Division 
2040 South Pacheco 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Re; Request to withdraw application and vacate order 
ORDER R-10877 Case 1180$ (Scott Well No. 24) 
Application of Burlington Resources Oil & Gas 
Company for compulsory pooling, Rio Arriba County, 
New Mexico 

Dear Mr. LeMay: 

This compulsory pooling case is currently pending a DeNovo 
hearing before the Commission. I wish to inform you that 
Burlington Resources Oil & Gas Company has chosen to withdraw 
its proposal to drill the referenced well. Accordingly, we are 
hereby withdrawing our application in their behalf and requesting 
that the Commission vacate order R-10877 and dismiss case 
11808. 

Very truly yours, 

cc: Lyn Hebert, Commission attorney 
Scott Hall, Esq. 
Gene Gallegos, Esq. 
John Bemis, Esq. 

"• * s mr 
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* * * 

TO: Gene Gallegos, Esq. FROM: W. THOMAS KELLAHIN 
OF; Gallegos Law Finn 
FAX NO: (505) 986-1367 or 986-0741 

TO: John Bemis, Esq. 
OF: Burlington Resources Oil & Gas Company 
FAX NO: (505) 326-9880 

TO: Scott Hall, Esq. 
OF: Miller Law Firm 
FAX NO: (505) 989-9857 

REF: NMOCD Case 11808 Order R-10877 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a copy of W. Thomas Kellahin's letter dated December 18, 
1997 to the Division. 

* * * 
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