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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED BY 
THE OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

APPLICATION OF THE OIL CONSERVATION 
DIVISION FOR AN ORDER REQUIRING W.J. 
CONOVER TO PROPERLY PLUG ONE WELL, 
OTERO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

CASE NO. 1 2 , 4 3 6 

ORIGINAL 

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

EXAMINER HEARING 

BEFORE: DAVID R. CATANACH, Hearing Examiner 

CP 

June 15th, 2000 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

This matter came on f o r hearing before the New 

Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n , DAVID R. CATANACH, 

Hearing Examiner, on Thursday, June 15th, 2 000, a t the New 

Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department, 

Por t e r H a l l , 2040 South Pacheco, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

Steven T. Brenner, C e r t i f i e d Court Reporter No. 7 f o r the 

State of New Mexico. 

* * * 

STEVEN T. BRENNER, CCR 
(505) 989-9317 
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I N D E X 

June 15th, 2000 
Examiner Hearing 
CASE NO. 12,436 

PAGE 

APPLICANT'S WITNESS: 

MIKE STUBBLEFIELD ( F i e l d Rep I I , A r t e s i a D i s t r i c t 
O f f i c e , D i s t r i c t 2, NMOCD; Present by Telephone) 

D i r e c t Examination by Ms. Hebert 3 

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE 9 

* * * 

E X H I B I T S 

Ap p l i c a n t ' s I d e n t i f i e d Admitted 

E x h i b i t 1 4 -
E x h i b i t 2 - -
E x h i b i t 3 6 -

* * * 

A P P E A R A N C E S 

FOR THE DIVISION: 

LYN S. HEBERT 
Atto r n e y a t Law 
Legal Counsel t o the D i v i s i o n 
2 04 0 South Pacheco 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

* * * 
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WHEREUPON, the f o l l o w i n g proceedings were had a t 

10:20 a.m.: 

EXAMINER CATANACH: At t h i s time I w i l l c a l l Case 

12,4 36, which i s the A p p l i c a t i o n of the O i l Conservation 

D i v i s i o n f o r an order r e q u i r i n g W.J. Conover t o p r o p e r l y 

p l u g one w e l l , Otero County, New Mexico. 

Again, c a l l f o r appearances i n t h i s case. 

MS. HEBERT: Mr. Examiner, Lyn Hebert appearing 

on behalf of the O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n . 

I have one expert witness who has q u a l i f i e d i n 

previous Case Number 12,43 3, and the witness was sworn. 

EXAMINER CATANACH: Any a d d i t i o n a l appearances? 

The record w i l l r e f l e c t t h e r e are no a d d i t i o n a l 

appearances and also t h a t Mr. S t u b b l e f i e l d , the witness i n 

t h i s case, has been p r e v i o u s l y sworn and q u a l i f i e d . 

Ms. Hebert? 

MS. HEBERT: Yes, I present t o the Examiner the 

e x h i b i t s i n t h i s matter. 

MIKE STUBBLEFIELD (Present by Telephone). 

the witness h e r e i n , a f t e r having been f i r s t duly sworn upon 

h i s oath, was examined and t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. HEBERT: 

Q. Mr. S t u b b l e f i e l d , t u r n i n g t o E x h i b i t 1, would you 

describe f o r the Examiner the w e l l t h a t we seek t o plug i n 
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t h i s case? 

A. Yes, ma'am, i t ' s the W.J. Conover J..M. L e w e l l i n g 

Number 1. 

Q. And from the h i s t o r y i n the w e l l f i l e s , when was 

t h i s w e l l d r i l l e d and when was the date of l a s t production? 

A. Yes, ma'am, our records show t h i s w e l l t o have 

been spudded 3-17 of 1974. 5-1/2-inch casing was run and 

cemented a t 8750 f o o t . The w e l l was completed w i t h 

p e r f o r a t i o n s from 8000 t o 8016 f o o t . The w e l l has never 

shown any production. 

Q. And have you made your recommendations f o r 

plugging t h i s w e l l , and i s t h a t i n E x h i b i t 1? 

A. Yes, ma'am, I recommend t h a t t h i s w e l l be plugged 

t o p r o t e c t the f r e s h waters of New Mexico, c o r r e l a t i v e 

r i g h t s i n the area. 

Q. Mr. Examiner, I bel i e v e the plugging procedures 

— Mr. S t u b b l e f i e l d , could you t e l l us where we w i l l f i n d 

the p lugging procedures? I've got a diagram i n the l a s t 

piece of E x h i b i t 1. 

A. Well, I'm looking here, ma'am. You have no 

diagram of a plugging procedure f o r t h i s w e l l ? 

Q. Well, I do. I bel i e v e t h a t t here are two — 

There's a diagram i n the middle of the l a s t piece of 

E x h i b i t 1, what s t a r t s , the John West Engineering Company. 

I s t h a t your plugging procedures, or would I f i n d those 
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somewhere else? 

A. Let's see, I'm lo o k i n g , ma'am. Do you have i t i n 

the l a s t p a r t of E x h i b i t 1? 

Q. Yes, i t ' s k i n d of — I ' d say the r e are about 2 0 

pages s t a p l e d together. 

A. Give me a minute here. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I s t h i s plugging procedure dated 1978? 

Q. Well, t h a t ' s what I'm lo o k i n g a t . 

A. Yeah. No, t h a t i s a Houston O i l and Minerals 

Corporation plugging procedure. 

Q. Where would we f i n d the plugging procedure you're 

recommending? 

A. I don't see i t i n your e x h i b i t s , ma'am. I w i l l 

need t o work one up. 

MS. HEBERT: Mr. Examiner, apparently t h i s w e l l 

was considered f o r plugging i n an e a r l i e r case back i n 

1995. I don't know whether the e x h i b i t s t h a t I've provided 

you have any OCD-recommended plugging procedures. I don't 

seem t o f i n d any i n my group. 

Q. (By Ms. Hebert) I t h i n k a t t h a t time, Mr. 

S t u b b l e f i e l d , Ray Smith was working on t h i s p lugging case. 

I s t h a t your understanding? 

A. Yes, ma'am, Ray d i d submit t h i s t o Santa Fe f o r 

show cause. And I was under the impression t h a t he had put 
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a plugging procedure i n t h a t recommendation, but I can f i n d 

no plugging procedure. 

MS. HEBERT: Mr. Examiner, we request t h a t we be 

allowed t o supplement t h i s record w i t h recommended plugging 

procedures from the D i s t r i c t O f f i c e . 

EXAMINER CATANACH: Okay. Just l o o k i n g a t the 

E x h i b i t Number 1, i t appears t h a t t h i s case was p r e v i o u s l y 

docketed f o r hearing and t h a t a t the request of Mr. Conover 

and a Mr. Owens we dismissed i t on the assumption t h a t Mr. 

Owens was going t o convert t h i s w e l l t o a water w e l l on h i s 

ranch. I t appears t h a t we gave them a d d i t i o n a l time t o 

respond, t o t e l l us of the c u r r e n t s t a t u s of the w e l l and 

t h a t apparently we never d i d hear from them. 

MS. HEBERT: Yes, Mr. Examiner, t h a t ' s my 

understanding. And moving t o E x h i b i t 3, which i s t he 

a f f i d a v i t of n o t i c e , n o t i c e was sent t o the l a s t known 

address f o r both the person who was apparently i n t e r e s t e d 

i n c o n v e r t i n g t h i s t o a water w e l l , as w e l l as the 

operator. 

EXAMINER CATANACH: And was n o t i c e received by 

both p a r t i e s ? 

MS. HEBERT: There i s a r e t u r n f o r the n o t i c e 

sent t o Kenneth Owens. He was the rancher w i t h an address 

i n Magdalena, New Mexico. This i n d i c a t e s t h a t the address 

i s now A l t a i r , Texas, and t h a t r e t u r n was received by OCD. 

STEVEN T. BRENNER, CCR 
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We have not had any communication from anybody on behalf of 

Mr. Owens. 

As f a r as Mr. Conover, there's an i n d i c a t i o n i n 

E x h i b i t Number 1 t h a t Mr. Conover passed away,, and we d i d 

not r e c e i v e a green card back from Mr. Conover. The e n t i r e 

l e t t e r was returned t o OCD. 

EXAMINER CATANACH: Okay, and d i d we n o t i f y the 

insurance company i n t h i s case? 

MS. HEBERT: Yes, we n o t i f i e d American 

Manufacturers Mutual Insurance a t the l a s t known address we 

had i n C a l i f o r n i a , Folsom, C a l i f o r n i a . This, again, was 

ret u r n e d t o OCD. Apparently there was no forwa r d i n g 

address f o r t h a t . 

EXAMINER CATANACH: I assume t h a t we w i l l t r y and 

f u r t h e r l o c a t e t h a t company, Ms. Hebert, or --

MS. HEBERT: Yes, we w i l l . This i s an o l d — You 

know, t h i s goes back 25, 26 years, so we w i l l attempt t o 

c o l l e c t whatever the a c t u a l cost of plugging on t h i s w e l l 

w i l l be. 

EXAMINER CATANACH: A l l r i g h t . I s the r e anything 

f u r t h e r . 

MS. HEBERT: There's nothing f u r t h e r i n t h i s 

case. 

EXAMINER CATANACH: Nothing f u r t h e r i n t h i s case. 

We w i l l leave the record open t o supplement the D i v i s i o n ' s 
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recommended plugging procedure f o r t h i s w e l l and hope t h a t 

we w i l l get t h a t soon, and w e ' l l go ahead and take the case 

under advisement at t h i s time. Case 12,436 w i l l be taken 

under advisement. 

MS. HEBERT: Thank you. 

(Thereupon, these proceedings were concluded a t 

10:28 a.m.) 

jc Jc * 
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) 
ss. 

COUNTY OF SANTA FE 

I , Steven T. Brenner, C e r t i f i e d Court Reporter 

and Notary P u b l i c , HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t the f o r e g o i n g 

t r a n s c r i p t of proceedings before the O i l Conservation 

D i v i s i o n was repor t e d by me; t h a t I t r a n s c r i b e d my notes; 

and t h a t the foregoing i s a t r u e and accurate r e c o r d of the 

proceedings. 

employee of any of the p a r t i e s or attorney s i n v o l v e d i n 

t h i s matter and t h a t I have no personal i n t e r e s t i n the 

f i n a l d i s p o s i t i o n of t h i s matter. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY t h a t I am not a r e l a t i v e or 

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL June 16th, 2 000. 

STEVEN T. BRENNER 
CCR No. 7 

My commission expires: October 14, 2 002 
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