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WHEREUPON, the f o l l o w i n g proceedings were had a t 

9:05 a.m.: 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay, i t looks l i k e 

everybody's here, so we w i l l go ahead and get s t a r t e d . 

I t ' s j u s t a f t e r nine o'clock on February 27th, 2003, and 

t h i s i s the f i r s t meeting f o r the year of the O i l 

Conservation Commission. 

My name i s L o r i Wrotenbery. I'm D i r e c t o r of the 

O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n . 

To my r i g h t i s Jami Bailey who represents the 

Land Commissioner, P a t r i c k Lyons, on the Commission. 

And I should note t h a t we're honored t o have 

Commissioner Lyons w i t h us today. And please, 

Commissioner, i f you want t o i n t e r j e c t or ask questions or 

comment a t any time, f e e l f r e e t o do t h a t . 

COMMISSIONER LYONS: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: We're glad t o have you 

here. 

Also t o my f a r r i g h t i s Florene Davidson, the 

Commission secretary. 

To my l e f t i s Robert Lee, d i r e c t o r of the 

Petroleum Recovery Research Center a t New Mexico Tech, and 

Governor Richardson and Secretary Prukop's appointee t o the 

O i l Conservation Commission. 

Then we also have t o Commissioner Lee's l e f t 
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Steve Ross, the Commission's counsel, and Steve Brenner who 

w i l l be rec o r d i n g these proceedings f o r us here today. 

We have, I t h i n k , a f a i r l y s h o r t agenda today. 

Should be done i n an hour or maybe an hour and a h a l f . I'm 

not sure a t t h i s p o i n t , i t depends on how some of the 

e v i d e n t i a r y cases go here. 

But I j u s t wanted t o welcome everybody. This i s 

the f i r s t meeting of the Commission t h i s year. We've got a 

new Governor, new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , new Land Commissioner, so 

i t ' s an e x c i t i n g time. I t ' s k i n d of s u r p r i s i n g , I look a t 

t h i s t a b l e , though, and everybody's the same. We've got 

the same group, but working w i t h some new bosses, and very 

pleased t o be here i n t h i s environment. 

We do have some o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters t o take 

care of a t the outset, since i t i s the f i r s t meeting of the 

year. And Steve, I t h i n k you were going t o l a y out f o r us 

some of the issues t h a t we need t o address today. I f you'd 

l i k e t o go ahead w i t h t h a t . 

MR. ROSS: Good morning, everybody, and 

co n g r a t u l a t i o n s again on your reappointments. 

We have two housekeeping matters t o deal w i t h 

t h i s morning, as we do -- w e l l , one of the two we have t o 

do every year, which i s enact an open meetings r e s o l u t i o n . 

And the second of which, we have an item on the agenda t o 

e l e c t a Chair of the Commission. 
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The O i l and Gas Act provides f o r the e l e c t i o n of 

a Chair of the Commission, but i t doesn't say when t h a t 

e l e c t i o n should occur. I spoke w i t h i t s present Chair 

yesterday, and we came t o the conclusion t h a t since 

everyone had j u s t been reappointed t h a t perhaps i t was the 

time t o go through t h a t process and e l e c t a c h a i r . 

You have i n your books the annual open meetings 

r e s o l u t i o n . There was something l e f t out of i t . My f a u l t , 

I d i d i t r a t h e r h u r r i e d l y l a s t week i n the middle of a 

bunch of l e g i s l a t i v e s t u f f , and I d i d leave out one 

p r o v i s i o n which i s i n the copy t h a t Ms. Davidson has f o r 

you t o si g n . There was a sentence l e f t out. I t j u s t says 

where a w r i t t e n request has been received, n o t i c e of these 

meetings i s also t o be provided t o broadcast s t a t i o n s and 

newspapers. We don't normally do t h a t , we have never had a 

request f o r n o t i c e , but the Statute r e q u i r e s us t o have 

something l i k e t h a t i n our r e s o l u t i o n . So I've incl u d e d 

t h a t i n the document you have i n your books. 

The r e s o l u t i o n i s the same as l a s t year, w i t h t he 

exception of the dates of the meetings which, of course, 

are d i f f e r e n t . 

So w i t h t h a t , unless you have some questions 

about the r e s o l u t i o n -- I know we've been o p e r a t i n g under 

i t f o r several years — we can go ahead and deal w i t h both 

of these matters, e l e c t i o n of a Chairman and adoption of 
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t h e r e s o l u t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Any q u e s t i o n s about t h e 

r e s o l u t i o n ? 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: No. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: (Shakes head) 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: I w i l l e n t e r t a i n a m o t i o n , 

t h e n , f o r a d o p t i o n o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n f o r 2003. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: I move t h a t we adopt t h i s 

r e s o l u t i o n . 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: A l l i n f a v o r say aye. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Aye. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Aye. 

MR. ROSS: So I guess a t t h i s p o i n t we need t o 

c o n s i d e r t h e m a t t e r o f t h e e l e c t i o n o f a C h a i r so we can 

move on t o t h e housekeeping m a t t e r s . 

COMMISSIONER LEE: I make a m o t i o n t o have L o r i 

as our C h a i r . 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: I second. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: A l l i n f a v o r say aye. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Aye. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Thank you v e r y much. Thank 

you. 

Okay, and t h e n we had one l a s t b i t o f b u s i n e s s 
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from l a s t year, and t h a t was the minutes of the December 

19th, 2002, meeting of the Commission. And Commissioners, 

have you had a chance t o review those minutes? 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Yes, I have, and I move we 

adopt them. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Second. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: A l l i n favor say aye. 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY: Aye. 

COMMISSIONER LEE: Aye. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Aye. And I ' l l s i g n those 

on behalf of the Commission. 

Okay, I t h i n k t h a t takes care of the p r e l i m i n a r y 

matters. 

(Off the record a t 9:11 a.m.) 

(The f o l l o w i n g proceedings h e l d a t 9:18 a.m.:) 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Then next case was 12,905. 

This i s the A p p l i c a t i o n of Pronghorn Management Corporation 

f o r approval of a sal t w a t e r disposal w e l l i n Lea County, 

New Mexico. 

And a t the request of the p a r t i e s , t h i s 

A p p l i c a t i o n has been continued t o March 20th, 2003. 

A c t u a l l y , t h i s was ki n d of at the request of the p a r t i e s . 

The p a r t i e s d i d not get t h e i r e x h i b i t s i n a week before the 

hearing as Mr. Ross had requested, and so we urged the 

p a r t i e s t o continue the case and make sure t h a t they do 

STEVEN T. BRENNER, CCR 
(505) 989-9317 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

8 

submit t h e i r e x h i b i t s i n advance of the next Commission 

meeting. 

And then I j u s t wanted t o touch, out of order, on 

Case 12,828, the A p p l i c a t i o n of David H. A r r i n g t o n O i l and 

Gas, I n c . , f o r compulsory p o o l i n g i n Lea County, New 

Mexico. 

And Mr. Carr, Mr. Bruce, I b e l i e v e t h i s case w i l l 

be continued or --

MR. BRUCE: Yes, madame Chair — 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: — addressed i n some other 

way? 

MR. BRUCE: — and I ' l l l e t Mr. Carr make the 

pr e s e n t a t i o n . 

MR. CARR: May i t please the Commission, Mr. 

A r r i n g t o n and Yates Petroleum Corporation have reached an 

agreement v e r b a l l y on how t o resolve t h i s matter. 

Documents have not been signed. They were t r y i n g t o beat 

today's hearing, but they d i d n ' t get t h e r e . 

We would l i k e t o continue the case f o r one month. 

We a n t i c i p a t e there w i l l be no problem i n g e t t i n g t h i s 

matter resolved between the p a r t i e s , but we would l i k e t o 

leave the case on the docket, w i t h your permission, u n t i l 

e v e r y t h i n g i s signed. 

And so we'd request a one-month continuance. 

CHAIRMAN WROTENBERY: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Carr, 
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Commission's h e a r i n g on March 2 0 t h . 

(Thereupon, these p r o c e e d i n g s were c o n c l u d e d 

9:21 a.m.) 
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