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Mr. A. L. Porter, Director 
iiew Mexico Ui 1 Conservation Commiss ion 
Santa Fe, dew Mexico 

Dear Petes 

My c l i e n t , Mr. Barney Cock"burn, desires to i n i t i a t e 
a vacuum recovery project upon two wells i n the E/g- HE/̂ -
Seotion 11-T17S-R32E, Lea County, Kew Mexico. These wells 
are located i n the Roberts Pool. 

liule 307 of the Hew Mexico Oil Conservation Commission 
s p e c i f i c a l l y p r o h i b i t s the use of vacuum pumps or other 
devices for creating a vacuum. 

On behalf of my c l i e n t , I hereby apply f o r a hearing, 
preferably at riobbs, before the Oil Conservation Commission 
to request an exception to Rule 307 f o r the purpose of 
penv.itting said c l i e n t to use a vacuum pump. 

W i l l you kindly advise when t h i s hearing may be 
scheduled and what other data you may desire. The off s e t 
operators and the U. S. Geological Survey have been n o t i f i e d 
regarding t h i s proposed pr o j e c t . 

Very t r u l y yours 

Edward B. Kinn-ey r 
i2iy/^W 

CCS Mr. Barney Cockburn 
300 Carper Bldg. 
Ar t e si a, Mew Mexic o 
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IH TiiE i^ ' i 'TE^ OJ? TKE APPLICATION OF THS 
J . J . V/ATOO^ DRILLIL'G COMPANY EOR AN 
OEIiaR uiU^.TIlCG AK EXCEPTION TO RULE 307 
OE THE ^E,7 ,.MXICG OIL CONSERVATION 
CUi^MISaiOii AULES AND REGULATIONS TO 
rHOVIDE JVA A VACUUM RECOVERY PKGJECT 
ON TEE E/jjr EE/1 OP SECTION 11 , TOWNSHIP 
17 Sou i H , A A N U E 32 EAST. 

Case Ho, 

/ h 7" 

APPLICATION 

Gomes the unders igned, J . G. Watson D r i l l i n g Company, 
Mr. Barney Cockburn, P r e s i d e n t , and hereby makes a p p l i c a t i o n 
f o r approval o f an excep t ion to Rule 307 o f the New Mexico O i l 
Conservation Commission Rules and Regula t ions f o r a vacuum 
recovery p r o j e c t i n the Roberts P o o l , Lea County, Nev/ Mexico, 
and i n support the reof r e s p e c t f u l l y shows 

1 . Tlie two w e l l s have decreased i n t h e i r r a t e o f p roduc­
t i o n to a t o t a l o f 5-g- b a r r e l s per day. This i s very close to 
the economic l i m i t o f o p e r a t i o n . The two w e l l ^ n i t i s too 
smal l to admit of a r ep re s su r ing or water~*flood o p e r a t i o n . The 
only secondary recovery method which appears to be f e a s i b l e a t 
t h i s t ime i s a vacuum p r o j e c t ; t h a t i s c r e a t i n g a vacuum i n the 
w e l l bore by a means of a vacuum pump a t the su r face f o r the 
purpose o f lower ing the bottom hole pressure and p e r m i t t i n g the 
f o r m a t i o n pressure to push more o i l i n t o the w e l l b o r e . 

2 . Vacuum pumps have been and are c u r r e n t l y be ing used i n 
North Texas, I l l i n o i s , Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska. The 
J . C. Wat sen D r i l l i n g Company be l i eves t ha t the i n s t a l l a t i o n of 
vacuum pumps upon these two we l l s w i l l a i d i n the recovery of 
more o i l than w i l l be recovered by c o n t i n u a t i o n o f present 
p r imary produc ing methods and w i l l thereby promote the conserva­
t i o n o f o i l . The gas produced from these w e l l s i s i n a q u a n t i t y 
too small to be measured. 

3 . The o f f s e t opera tors have been n o t i f i e d of t h i s contem­
p l a t e d p r o j e c t and o f the proposed h e a r i n g . No o b j e c t i o n s have 
been advanced. Copies o f t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l be sent by 
r e g i s t e r e d m a i l t o a l l opera tors i n the Roberts Pool* 

J . C. Watson D r i l l i n g Company 

By. " 
y \ J ^ ' Barney Cockb/rn, Pres iden t 

^ ^ 5 ? v 7 > Box 105 
A11et- fe . -^ ^ ' - ' '-^7 A r t e s i a , New Mexico 
E . M. P e r r y , Sec.-Treas . 

November 13, 1957 
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