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SHFORE TiHE
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Roswell, New Mexico
April 16, 1958
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IN THE MATTER OF: :

CASE k0. 2l Application of Humble 011 and Refining
Company for an unorthodox well location:
Applicant, in the above-styled cause,
seeks an order authorizing an unortho-
dox olil well location for its Federal-
forth Kirtland Unit Well No. 1 at a
point 1230 feet from the uorth line and
993 feet from the REast line of Section
19, Township 30 liorth, Range 1l West,
3an Juan County, ew Mexico, said well
to be drilled as a wildcat to the Da-
kota formation.

e ST % S8 SR 8 0P 2P ¥ AP s

fire A+ Lo Porter
Mr. HMHurray Morgan
Honorable Edwin L. Mechem

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEZDINGS

[ile PORTER: We wlll consider next Case No. 12l

M. COOLEY: Application of Humble 01l and Refining
Company for an unortihodox well location.

M. BRATI'ON: I am Howard Bratton of Hefvey, Dow &

Hinkle, Roswell, New Mexico, representing Humble 011 & Refining

Corpany. We have one witness in this case and ask that he be sworh.

(Witness sworn)

HOMER A. WE2KS

called ag a wltness, having veen first duly sworn on oath, testifiled

Fal

as follows:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. BRATTON:
Q@ Will you state your name, positioh and experience, sir?
A Hémer A. Weeks. I graduated from the University of
Oklahoma with a B. S. degree in Civil Englneering in 19,8. Since
that time I have worked for Humble 01l & Refining Company. For
the last year I have worked at Framington up until April the lst
of this year when I was transferred to Snyder, Texas.

Q Are you familiar with the area included 1n this applica-

tion?

A Yes.:

Q Did you stake that location as the district engineer.at
Farmington?

A Yes, sir.
MR. BRATTON: Are the wltnesst qualifications acceptablé?
MR. PORTER: Yes, sir, they are.

Q Referring to what has been marked Humblets Exhibit No.
1, will you explain what that 1is aﬁd what it shows, Mr. Weeks?

A Humble'!s Exhibit No. 1 is a map'shoﬁing Section 19 of
Township 30 North, Range 1L West, with the topography of the northr
east quarter shown. The portion around the location in that area
is dominated by three levels of a mesa. The highest level is
ghaded>red, the next level 1s shaded green, and the lowest level
of the mesa is shaded yellow. The difference in the elevation

represented here is approximately 25 feet, and it's another forty
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to the south of that mesa. 'Also shown on this map is the called
location, which was 990 feet from ﬁhé north and east 1lines and
also the location as cons?raﬁ#ﬁé, which was 240 feet south of the
called locatlon. |

Q The projected well is a Dakota test?
Yes, gir.
And you hope for ¢il production?
Yes.
Could be gas productliemn?

Yos.

Does Exhibit No. 1 show the lease ownership in the areq?

LS > T Y » T S ») o

Well, 1t shows all of this acreage as Humble!s. Actu~
ally, the northeagt_quarter is an aasignment to Humble, and Humblﬂ
has the rest of the area, all exéegt that in section =~ a portion
of 2l and 25. Humble has anropbion on the rest of that acreage.

Q It 1s all out of the same basic lease and Humble has
exercised the option on the mortheasst quarter énd holds the re-
mainder of the acreage under option?

A That is correct.

Q So that royalty ls common throughout the entire area
shown 1n the map? | |

A Most éf it.

Q Except in 2, and 257

A Yes.
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Q@ And ﬁhé‘cverridiﬁg*roiélty-WGuld be the same?

A Yes.

Q Referring to the Exhlbits which have been marked Ex~
hibits 2, 3 and L, will you eéxplain what they are and what they

show?

A Exhibit 2 is a ploture of the location and the area
looking southeast“ The three ievels of the mesa are defined and
the location prepared, ihiehii% circled on the right, is on the

lower elevatlion mesa, and the other twe levels are clearly visiblq

on Exhiblts 2 and 3. Picturi'3 was taken looking inra mortheastez-

ly direction approximately the same distancé from the location.
b

Exhibit I, 1a a closeup pieﬁu?é;ef the location, dnd it 3as'taken
primarily to show the roeck that is in that and that would:-be en--
countered if the location were made in its called locatlion. That
is 990 feet out of the corner.-

Q If the location were made in the called location of
990 feet out of the cerner, ceould a satiafactory lecation be made!

A Well, economically, if a location were made there, 1t |
would be a small location, smeller than we would normally like to
use. Anyway, we build 1it, 1t weuld necessitate having the working
pite and the reserve pilts 1in & wash and completely blecking the
wash. o

Q For topographic reasons, then, the proposed location ig
the closeat feasible locatien to the called location?

A Well, itt's the most feasible location in that 4O acread
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8 Woere s the mearest produstion To Wils areal

A There afe two, I think, shallow gas wells that are shuf
in approximately two milea south. There 1s a Dakota gas well, I
believe, to the best of my_knewlddge, appfcximately~six niles easl
and there 1s another gas well approximately six miles or five milgs
weat, and in the Verde Gallﬂg'Field, the closest well unit 1s ap-
proximately five miles north or a little northwest.

Q So, Mr. Weeks, for tegegraphic-reasens, a satigfactory
location eéuld not be made in the called location? -

A That 1is correct.

Q And the ownership of -the working interest, royalty, ang
overriding royalty within a half a mile in either direction is
common?

A Yos.

Q Was Exhibit No. 1 made by you or under your direction? |

A Yes.

Q And Exhibits 2, 3 and l} are pictoral represéntations
of areas as you have explained them?

A Yes, sir. |

Q I would like to introduce Humblets Exhiblts 1 through

MR. PORTER: Without objection they will be admitted.
Any questions?
CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. NUTTER:
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" Q@ In the event Humble drills Well Fo. 1 and obbains oil |
and the pool is spaced on the l@~acre state~wide pattern, would 1%
be péss;g%e for Humble to drill a standard location in the south~-
east guarter of the northééft'quartsr?'
A In the s.outhea‘st‘quarter uf the northeast?
Q Yés, sir.
A It will be very difficult and it will be extremely ex~
penslve, more expenslve then would be, of ceurse, in an oil field.
| Q If you were to drill an oll well in the southeast guar-
ter of the northeast quarter, could 1t be a standard location?
A You mean a 6607
Q No, sir.
A Within 330 of the line?
Q Yes, sir. |
A I am sure we could find some place within that square
that we could builld a location, yes, sir. I hope so. Itts an
extremely rough area. I don't imagine that it would be taken as
the original called locations were given.
Q What I was wondering, if thils should turn out to be an
oll well, it's only 90 fest from the south line of the L0 acres in
which 1t is situated, isnit'it? I was just wondering if this is
going té require, moving é'uéli down 90 feet from the south end of
the southeast quarter in the northeast quarter, if this would be
e chain reaction that would be followed, or if you could build s

standard location to offset the well.
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A I wouldntt kﬂﬁ?

cation.
Q Have you shown the complete topography in the northeast
section?
A Well, of coursé,’it is éoncentratod mostly where the

location is, but as you can see the topography as shown for the

whole quarter section. B?Vééurse, I have more definite infermaticn

on this immediate area béc&ﬁté:that is where we were trylng to puj
our 1ocatien; The other is freom aerial phetogragb; and from the
fleld notes of the surveyérﬂﬁ§ $urveyed the lin&i:ﬁna=ﬁéﬁn that
portion that I traverseé whsn;iywas staking the lecation.
MR. NUTTER: Thank m
A Is that sufficlent?
MR. NUTTER: Yes, slr.
QUESTIONS BY MR. UTZ:
Q@ In your opinien, &re you more likely to get a gas well
here than an oill well?
A I‘am a civil engineer, not a geologlat.
Q What does your geologlst say?
A According to what they turnaé in, I guess they think
they are going to get oil. |
Q I believe you testified the nearest Dakota production
was gas?
A Well, as far as I know, there 1s a Dakota gas well six

miles eaat. Now, as far as the Verde Gallup Fileld, like I say, i%

.  §7

hout that until I try to stake the iod
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1s a 1ittle closer to tho north where they got Dakota production.
I don't guess anybody kmows because they stopped at the Gallup.
‘ MR. PORTER: Anyone else have a question of the wit-
ness? The witness may be excused.
| (Witness excn#ed)
Mi. PORTER: Any further testimony to be presented i:ﬁ
this case? Any statements? We will take the case under advise

ment.

T
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
COUNTY OF BERNALILLO )

I, J. A. TRUJILLO, Netary Public in and for the County of
Bernalillo, 8tate of New Mexico, do hereby certify that the forgé
going and attached Transeript of Proceedings before the New Mb?ieé
0il Conservation Commission wi?:régbrtcd by me in stenotype ané-"
reduced to typewritten transcript under my personal supervision,
and that the same is a true and correct record to the best of my
imowledge, skill and ability.

WITNESS my ﬁand and Seal this § Q day of gog  ,1958)
in the City of Albugquerque, cenﬁty of Bernalilloe, staté of New

Mexico.

My commission expires:

October 5, 1960,

DEARNLEY - MEIER & ASSOCIATES
INCORPORATED
GENERAL LAW REPORTERS
ALauogERQUE. NEW MEXICO
3-6691 3-9546




