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MR. STOGNER: This h e a r i n g w i l l 

resume t o o r d e r . 

C a l l Case Number 8677. 

MR. TAYLOR: The a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

Texaco Producing I n c . f o r s a l t water d i s p o s a l , Lea County, 

New Mexico. 

MR. STOGNER: We w i l l now c a l l 

f o r appearances i n t h i s m a t t e r . 

MR. URAM: Robert Uram, White, 

Koch, K e l l y , and McCarthy, appearing f o r Texaco. 

I have one witn e s s t o be sworn. 

MR. STOGNER: Are t h e r e any 

ot h e r appearances? 

appearing f o r my s e l f . 

appearing f o r myself, 

o t h e r appearances? 

and be sworn? 

MR. FLOYD SIMS: Mr Floyd Sims, 

MR. R. D. SIMS: R. D. Sims, 

MR. STOGNER: Are t h e r e any 

W i l l a l l witnesses please stand 

(Witnesses sworn.) 
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MR. STOGNER: Mr. Uram? 

MR. URAM: I ' d l i k e t o c a l l my 

f i r s t w i t n e s s , Dennis Wehmeyer. 

DENNIS WEHMEYER, 

being c a l l e d as a wi t n e s s and being d u l y sworn upon h i s 

oat h , t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s , t o - w i t : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. URAM: 

Q Would you please s t a t e your name and 

place o f residence? 

A My name i s Dennis Wehmeyer. I r e s i d e i n 

Hobbs, New Mexico. 

Q And what i s your o c c u p a t i o n , Mr. Weh­

meyer? 

A I'm the D i s t r i c t Operations Engineer i n 

the Hobbs D i s t r i c t f o r Texaco. 

Q And have you t e s t i f i e d p r e v i o u s l y b e f o r e 

the Commission? 

A Yes. Yes. 

Q And were your work experience and q u a l i ­

f i c a t i o n s accepted w i t h your p r i o r testimony? 

A Yes. 
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MR. URAM: I o f f e r Mr. Wehmeyer 

as a q u a l i f i e d w i t n e s s . 

MR. STOGNER: He i s so q u a l i ­

f i e d . 

Q Could you e x p l a i n the purpose o f the 

c u r r e n t a p p l i c a t i o n , Mr. Wehmeyer? 

A Our a p p l i c a t i o n i s t o c o n v e r t S k e l l y 

Penrose "A" U n i t No. 62 t o s a l t water d i s p o s a l s e r v i c e . 

Q And why are you making t h i s p r o p o s a l , Mr. 

Wehmeyer? What i s the purpose o f the d i s p o s a l ? 

A To dispose o f produced s a l t water from 

our i n f i l l d r i l l i n g w e l l s . 

Q And have you prepared a — what i s t he 

proposed i n j e c t i o n zone, Mr. Wehmeyer, f o r t h i s w e l l ? 

A We propose t o dispose o f water i n the San 

Andres. 

Q And have you prepared a map showing the 

l o c a t i o n o f the proposed i n j e c t i o n w e l l ? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And I show you what's been marked as Ex­

h i b i t Number One. I s t h a t t h e map t h a t you prepared? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And would you please prepare — please 

e x p l a i n the l i n e s which have been drawn on t h a t map? 

A Okay. 
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MR. TAYLOR: Excuse me, Mr. 

Uram. Do you have a set o f e x h i b i t s you could g i v e t o the 

Sims? 

MR. URAM: I do. C e r t a i n l y . 

MR. FLOYD SIMS: Thank you. 

A This map i n d i c a t e s the proposed d i s p o s a l 

w e l l marked by the arrow. Also we have a h a l f m i l e r a d i u s 

drawn and a 2-mile r a d i u s drawn showing t h e area o f i n t e r e s t 

w i t h a l l o f f s e t t i n g leases i n d i c a t e d on the map. 

Q And has the — have you — has Texaco had 

a n o t i c e o f the a p p l i c a t i o n p u b l i s h e d as r e q u i r e d by the OCC 

r u l e s ? 

A Yes, we have. 

Q And c a l l i n g your a t t e n t i o n t o what's been 

marked as E x h i b i t Two, i s t h a t a t r u e and c o r r e c t copy o f 

the n o t i c e which has been published? 

A Yes, i t i s . 

Q And, Mr. Wehmeyer, i n c o n n e c t i n w i t h t h i s 

case have you prepared a t a b u l a t i o n o f the w e l l s p e n e t r a t i n g 

the proposed i n j e c t i o n zone f o r w e l l s l o c a t e d w i t h i n one-

h a l f m i l e o f the proposed i n j e c t i o n w e l l ? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And I show you what's been marked as 

E x h i b i t Number Three. I s t h a t a copy o f the document you've 

prepared? 
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A Yes, i t i s . 

Q And co u l d you e x p l a i n t o the h e a r i n g 

examienr what t h a t -- what i n f o r m a t i o n i s presented on 

E x h i b i t Number Three? 

A This e x h i b i t s g i v e s the — t h e r e ' s two 

w e l l s t h a t p e n e t r a t e the proposed i n j e c t i o n or d i s p o s a l 

zone, the E l l e n Sims No. 6 and the Sims "D" No. 2. 

Both these w e l l s , t h e l o c a t i o n i s g i v e n , 

the date they were d r i l l e d , t o t a l depth, the casing program 

and cementing program, the type o f w e l l s they were; they 

were bo t h o i l w e l l s t h a t are now -- have been plugged and 

abandoned. And a l s o the co m p l e t i o n r e c o r d on bo t h o f these 

w e l l s . 

Q And from your t e s t i m o n y , b o t h the E l l e n 

Sims No. 6 Well and the Sims "D" No. 2 Well are plugged and 

abandoned? 

A Yes, they a r e . 

Q And have you prepared a schematic o f 

these plugged and abandoned w e l l s ? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And I show you what's been marked as Ex­

h i b i t Number Four. Could you t e l l me what t h a t e x h i b i t i s , 

Mr. Wehmeyer? 

A E x h i b i t Number Four i s a p l u g and aban­

donment diagram o f the E l l e n Sims No. 6. I t g i v e s t he t h r e e 
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casi n g s t r i n g s , t he 13-3/8ths, the 8-5/8ths, and the 5-1/2 

i n c h c a s i n g , p l u s a l l t he cement plugs t h a t were s p o t t e d i n 

the w e l l . 

And I show you what's been marked as Ex­

h i b i t Number F i v e . Can you t e l l me what t h a t i s , Mr. Weh­

meyer? 

A E x h i b i t Number Five i s the p l u g g i n g or 

compl e t i o n r e c o r d o f the Sims "D" No. 2. I t again g i v e s a l l 

the c a s i n g programs, s u r f a c e , i n t e r m e d i a t e , and p r o d u c t i o n 

c a s i n g , and a l l t he cement plugs when the w e l l was plugged 

and abandoned. 

Q Okay. And I show you what's been marked 

as E x h i b i t Number S i x , a document which i s c a p t i o n e d A p p l i ­

c a t i o n f o r A u t h o r i z a t i o n t o I n j e c t . Can you t e l l me what 

t h a t e x h i b i t -- what i n f o r m a t i o n i s c o n t a i n e d i n t h a t e x h i ­

b i t ? 

A This g i v e s a l l the a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 

r e q u i r e d by the Commission f o r a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o i n j e c t . 

Q What p a r t s o f the -- o f Form C-108 does 

t h i s cover, do you r e c a l l ? 

A This covers P a r t s 7 through 12 o f Form C-

108. 

Q And would you go thr o u g h and e x p l a i n i t 

f o r the Hearing Examiner, summarize the i n f o r m a t i o n on E x h i ­

b i t Number Six, please? 
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A Okay. Item Number 7, No. 1 of Number 7, 

i s the average disposal r a t e , which i s estimated at 2500 

ba r r e l s per day, and our maximum disposal rate of 6000 bar­

r e l s per day. 

Our disposal system w i l l be a closed sys­

tem. 

Q What does t h a t mean, Mr. Wehmeyer, t h a t 

closed system? 

A A closed system i s i t w i l l not be exposed 

to the atmosphere. 

Q The water w i l l go d i r e c t l y from the pro­

duced w e l l to the disposel w e l l without being exposed to the 

a i r . 

A That's c o r r e c t . 

Q A l l r i g h t . 

A Item No. 2 i s the — as I've said, the 

system i s closed. 

Item No. 3, our estimated average i n j e c ­

t i o n pressure i s zero p s i . Our extimated maximum i n j e c t i o n 

pressure i s 900 p s i . 

Item No. 4 i s — says "attached i s a 

water analysis", which i s page 2 of 11. That i s i n column 

number one. This i s a water analysis of s i m i l a r water to be 

disposed i n our proposed disposal w e l l . 

And Item No. 5 are pages 3, 4, 5, and 6 
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o f 11, which are produced water analyses o f San Andres 

we11s . 

These two w e l l s are a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 t o 5 

m i l e s n o r t h o f the proposed d i s p o s a l w e l l , which are the 

c l o s e s t San Andres -- San Andres producers. 

Q And c o u l d you next e x p l a i n f o r us the i n ­

f o r m a t i o n under Roman Numeral V I I I on page 1 o f E x h i b i t Six? 

A Yes. Number V I I I i s our proposed d i s p o ­

s a l zone i s the San Andres, which i s comprised o f p r i m a r i l y 

l imestones and d o l o m i t e s . The t o p o f the San Andres l i e s a t 

3913 and the bottom i s a t 5120. This i n t e r v a l i s 1207 f e e t 

t h i c k . 

Also under t h i s I t e m Number V I I I i s the 

f r e s h water a q u i f e r s i n t h i s area. There are t h r e e o f them. 

The f i r s t one i s the A l l u v i u m . 

The second i s the C h i n l e and the t h i r d i s 

the Santa Rosa, and they l i e r e s p e c t i v e l y as zero t o 100 

f e e t , 100 t o 725 f e e t , and 725 f e e t o t 1150 f e e t . 

Q Okay, and i f you would c o n t i n u e w i t h 

p o i n t IX on E x h i b i t Six? 

A Yeah. The Number IX, t h i s i s the p r o ­

posed s t i m u l a t i o n . The w e l l w i l l be s t i m u l a t e d w i t h 5000 

g a l l o n s o f 15 p e r c e n t h y d r o c h l o r i c a c i d , i f necessary. 

Q Do you expect t h a t s t i m u l a t i o n w i l l be 

necessary? 
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A Most l i k e l y , yes. 

Q And Item X? 

A Item X i s the -- says "attached i s copy 

o f t h e r e s i s t i v i t y l o g " , which i s page number 7 o f 11. 

This i s the e x i s t i n g l o g on the w e l l , the 

r e s i s t i v i t y l o g . 

Q Okay, and would you c o n t i n u e w i t h the r e ­

mainder o f E x h i b i t S i x , please? 

A A l l r i g h t . Item Number X I , water a n a l y ­

s i s from two f r e s h water w e l l s i n the area, which are pages 

8, 9, 10, and 11. These are two o f the f r e s h water w e l l s 

s u r r o u n d i n g the proposed d i s p o s a l zone, or d i s p o s a l w e l l . 

And w i t h t h e i n d i c a t e d a n a l y s i s . 

Q And what does Roman numeral X I I i n d i c a t e , 

Mr. Wehmeyer? 

A Number X I I i s the a v a i l a b l e g e o l o g i c a l 

and e n g i n e e r i n g data was reviewed w i t h no evidence o f open 

f a u l t s or connections between the d i s p o s a l zone and under­

ground sources o f d r i n k i n g water t o e x i s t . 

Q And, Mr. Wehmeyer, have you prepared a --

an i n j e c t i o n w e l l data sheet f o r the proposed i n j e c t i o n 

w e l l ? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And I show you what's been marked as Ex­

h i b i t Number Seven. Could you t e l l me what t h a t e x h i b i t i s , 
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please? 

A This e x h i b i t i s a schematic o f our p r o ­

posed d i s p o s a l w e l l , the S k e l l y Penrose "A" U n i t No. 62. 

I ' l l b r i e f l y go over i t . This w e l l has 

13-3/Sths casing set a t 192 f e e t , cemented w i t h 200 sacks. 

The cement was c i r c u l a t e d . 

The i n t e r m e d i a t e casing i s 9-5/8ths, 

which i s set a t 3925. This case was cemented w i t h 1600 

sacks and c a l c u l a t e d t o p o f cement i s a t s u r f a c e . 

The 5-1/2 p r o d u c t i o n casing i s set a t 

6650. Various zones were t e s t e d and abandoned i n t h i s w e l l , 

as i n d i c a t e d on the diagram. The 5-1/2 casi n g was c u t o f f 

at 3885 and t h e r e i s a temporary p l u g i n the w e l l a t 

w e l l , s e g r e g a t i n g t he c u r r e n t L a n g l i e M a t t i x p r o d u c t i o n . 

What we propose t o do on t h i s i s t o clean 

out t he w e l l b o r e t o 5140. We w i l l then squeeze the c u r r e n t 

L a n g l i e M a t t i x p e r f o r a t i o n s a t 3492 t o 3653. Vve w i l l run a 

packer on p l a s t i c coated 2-3/8ths t u b i n g s e t a t approximate­

l y 3800 f e e t , and we w i l l load t he annulus w i t h i n h i b i t e d 

f r e s h water. 

Q And a t -- g i v e then — are some o f those 

measures you've d e s c r i b e d measures t o p r o t e c t the w e l l 

a g a i n s t c o r r o s i o n ? 

A Yes. The annulus, l i k e I s a i d , w i l l be 

f i l l e d w i t h i n h i b i t e d f r e s h water t o p r o t e c t i t from c o r r o -
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s i o n . Also the t u b i n g w i l l be l i n e d w i t h , as i s i n d i c a t e d 

on the form, TK-75, which i s an i n t e r n a l p l a s t i c c o a t i n g o f 

the t u b i n g . 

Q And do you a n t i c i p a t e c o r r o s i o n problems 

w i t h these p r o t e c t i v e measures i n place? 

A We do n o t . 

Q And d i d you prepare a l i s t o f any o f f s e t 

o p e r a t o r s and su r f a c e landowners w i t h i n o n e - h a l f m i l e o f 

t h i s w e l l ? 

A Yes, I d i d . 

Q And I show you what's been marked as E x h i ­

b i t Number E i g h t . Could you t e l l us what t h a t document 

says? 

A This document i s the l i s t o f o f f s e t oper­

a t o r s and su r f a c e landowners. Texaco i s the o n l y o f f s e t 

o p e r a t o r w i t h i n o n e - h a l f m i l e . We operate e v e r y t h i n g w i t h i n 

the h a l f m i l e r a d i u s . 

The su r f a c e owner i s Mr. R. D. Sims o f 

Eunice, New Mexico. 

Q And d i d you submit a copy o f the a p p l i c a ­

t i o n t o the landowner? 

A Yes, I d i d . 

Q A l l r i g h t , and are you aware o f any p r o ­

t e s t s t o t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , Mr. Wehmeyer? 

A Yes, I am. 
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Q And I show you what's been marked as Ex­

h i b i t Nine. Could you t e l l me what t h a t e x h i b i t i s , please? 

A E x h i b i t Nine i s the p r o t e s t from Mr. Sims 

sent t o Texaco o b j e c t i n g t o the conve r s i o n o f t h i s w e l l t o 

d i s p o s a l s e r v i c e . 

Q And i s t h i s a t r u e and c o r r e c t copy o f 

the document t h a t Texaco received? 

A Yes, i t i s . 

Q And d i d you take any steps i n response t o 

t h i s p r o t e s t from Mr. Sims, Mr. Wehmeyer? 

A Yes, I d i d . 

Q And c o u l d you t e l l us what you — what 

a c t i o n s you took i n response t o t h a t a p p l i c a t i o n -- t h a t 

p r o t e s t ? 

A W e l l , i n h i s p r o t e s t he mentioned t h a t 

t h e r e was f o u r f r e s h water w e l l s i n the area t h a t he was 

concerned w i t h . 

We, as i n the p r e v i o u s e x h i b i t s , we had 

two o f the f r e s h water w e l l s analyzed. I went ahead and got 

the o t h e r two f r e s h water w e l l s analyzed, a l s o . 

Q And I show you v/hat' s been marked as Ex­

h i b i t Number Ten, c o n s i s t i n g o f two pages. Can you t e l l me 

what t h a t e x h i b i t i s , please? 

A This e x h i b i t i s one o f the o t h e r , the 

•:hird f r e s h water w e l l s u r r o u n d i n g the No. 62. 
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Q And E x h i b i t Eleven? 

A This i s the f o u r t h o f the f r e s h water 

w e l l s s u r r o u n d i n g Well No. 62. 

Q Were E x h i b i t s One through E i g h t and Ten 

and Eleven prepared by you or under your s u p e r v i s i o n and d i ­

r e c t i o n ? 

A Yes, they were. 

MR. URAM: I ' d l i k e t o move the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n — i n t o evidence E x h i b i t s One through Eleven. 

MR. STOGNER: E x h i b i t s One 

through Eleven w i l l be ad m i t t e d i n t o evidence. 

Q You — E x h i b i t S i x , I t h i n k you p r e v i o u s ­

l y s t a t e d a c o n c l u s i o n . I would l i k e t o ask you again, 

based on the e x h i b i t s and the — do you have an o p i n i o n on 

whether t h e r e i s open f a u l t i n g or o t h e r g e o l o g i c connections 

between the d i s p o s a l zones and the f o u r f r e s h water w e l l s 

which you have p r e v i o u s l y i d e n t i f i e d i n your testimony? 

A Yes. My o p i n i o n i s t h a t t h e r e i s no con­

n e c t i o n , w i l l be no con n e c t i o n o f the d i s p o s a l zone t o the 

f r e s h water w e l l s . 

Q Do you have an o p i n i o n whether the pro ­

posed w e l l c o m p l e t i o n p r a c t i c e s w i l l p r e v e n t any m i g r a t i o n 

o f the d i s p o s a l water t o these f r e s h water w e l l s through t he 

wel l b o r e ? 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

16 

A Yes. The w e l l b o r e i s cemented s u f f i ­

c i e n t l y t o prevent any m i g r a t i o n i n t o the f r e s h water sands. 

Q And do you have an o p i n i o n whether the 

approval o f the a p p l i c a t i o n i s i n the best i n t e r e s t o f con­

s e r v a t i o n , w i l l p r o t e c t c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s , and prevent 

waste? 

A Yes, i t w i l l . 

Q And could you please t e l l the examiner 

what your o p i n i o n i s ? 

A I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s -- t h i s w e l l i s c u r ­

r e n t l y a t i t s economic l i m i t . V7e w i l l have t o e i t h e r p l u g 

and abandon the w e l l or shut i t i n . I t ' s i n our -- Texaco's 

best i n t e r e s t t o co n v e r t t h i s w e l l t o d i s p o s a l t o prevent 

waste and p r o t e c t c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s . 

Q And a l s o i n the best i n t e r e s t o f conser­

v a t i o n . 

A Yes, s i r . 

MR. URAM: I don't have any 

f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s o f the w i t n e s s . 

MR. STOGNER: Are t h e r e any 

questio n s o f t h i s witness? 

MR. FLOYD SIMS: May I ask one? 

MR. STOGNER: And you are Mr. 

Floyd Sims? 

MR. FLOYD SIMS: Yes, s i r . 
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MR. STOGNER: What are you — 

how are you r e l a t e d t o t h i s case today, Mr. Sims? 

MR. SIMS: This i s my dad. I 

l i v e w i t h him. My house i s 750 f e e t from the proposed d i s ­

posal w e l l . 

MR. STOGNER: Okay, Mr. Sims. 

QUESTIONS BY MR. FLOYD SIMS: 

Q Okay. Texaco r e c e n t l y d r i l l e d SPA 67. 

Are you aware o f the problems they encountered w i t h the 

water? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q And how much w a t e r f l o o d they had? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q And t h a t the water got away, the water 

got away from them and covered a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 acres? 

A I'm not aware o f the exact f i g u r e s on 

t h a t . 

Q Came w i t h i n 100 f e e t o f my water w e l l ? 

A L i k e I s a i d , I'm not aware o f the exact 

f i g u r e s t h e r e b u t I know we d i d have a water f l o w . 

Q Yes, s i r , you d i d . 

A Yeah. 

Q Are you a l s o aware t h a t Well No. 27, 

which i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 250 f e e t from 62, t h a t the water, i n ­

j e c t i o n water, has come up around the o u t s i d e o f the casing? 
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A I'm not aware o f t h a t . 

Q That has happened. 

MR. URAM: Mr. Examiner, I know 

Mr. Sims i s not an a t t o r n e y and i t ' s hard f o r him t o do i t , 

but i f -- I'm sure y o u ' l l g i v e him a chance t o t e s t i f y sep­

a r a t e l y -- i f he cou l d t r y and j u s t ask the qu e s t i o n s and 

not disagree w i t h the w i t n e s s ' statement, I t h i n k t h a t might 

c r e a t e a b e t t e r r e c o r d and h e ' l l have a chance t o discuss 

t h a t a t the -- when he wishes t o t e s t i f y . 

MR. SIMS: I agree I'm not an 

a t t o r n e y and I'm. sure my qu e s t i o n s sound p r e t t y p l a i n t o you 

a l l . I'm j u s t an o r d i n a r y c i t i z e n w i t h a problem. 

MR. TAYLOR: I t h i n k we're 

going t o c o n t i n u e b u t t r y t o ask your q u e s t i o n s so he can 

answer them. 

MR. SIMS: I ' l l j u s t t e s t i f y 

when i t ' s my t u r n . 

MR. 

the q u e s t i o n s you have? 

MR. 

MR. 

Sims, do you have any questions? 

MR. 

but I can w a i t t o do i t . 

TAYLOR: Okay. I s t h a t a l l 

SIMS: Yeah, t h a t ' s f i n e . 

TAYLOR: The o t h e r Mr. 

R. D. SIMS: I've got some 

MR. TAYLOR: To j u s t t e s t i f y ? 
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MR. SIMS: Okay. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. STOGNER: 

Q Refer t o your E x h i b i t Number Seven. 

That's your schematic. 

Okay, su r f a c e c a s i n g , 13-3/8ths, you show 

t h a t t o be cemented a l l the way back t o the s u r f a c e , i s t h a t 

r i g h t ? 

A That's c o r r e c t . 

Q And t h a t was observed? 

A Yes. 

Q When -- when was t h i s w e l l d r i l l e d ? 

A Let's see. I can l o c a t e t h a t ; I don't 

have i t l i s t e d r i g h t here. 

Q Can you guess or --

A Oh, I've got i t r i g h t here, Mr. Stogner. 

The w e l l was completed on August 10th, 

1948. 

Q August 10th, 1948. 

Okay. Now then, your i n t e r m e d i a t e cas­

i n g , 9-5/8ths. You show i t t o be cemented w i t h 1600 sacks, 

t o p o f cement a t s u r f a c e . 

A Yes. 

Q Then you show c a l c u l a t e d 70 percent 
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f i l l e d . 

Was i t observed back t o the surface? 

A I c o u l d not i n d i c a t e i t or f i n d i t on the 

records t h a t i t was observed. 

So the c a l c u l a t i o n o f 70 percent f i l l e d . 

Q So i t ' s not on the s u r f a c e . 

A That may be t r u e . I ' d l i k e t o look a t 

the records c l o s e r . 

Q What records are you r e f e r r i n g to? 

A W e l l , my w e l l r e c o r d s . I d i d not even 

f i n d i t p r e v i o u s l y on the w e l l r e c o r d s . 

Q Do you have those w i t h you today? 

A I've got them i n my b r i e f c a s e , yes. 

Q Why don't you d i g those out and maybe 

y o u ' l l submit those as e x h i b i t s . 

A A l l r i g h t . 

I do not -- i t ' s not i n d i c a t e d i n the r e ­

cords, Mr. Stogner. 

Q Okay. Would you submit t o me t h a t r e c o r d 

where you got the f i g u r e f o r t h a t cement f o r your i n t e r ­

mediate? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Okay. The 5-1/2, you show the t o p o f the 

cement back a t 4975. 
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A Yes, s i r . 

Q And t h a t was done w i t h a temperature sur­

vey, i s t h a t r i g h t ? 

A That i s c o r r e c t . 

Q And your i n j e c t i o n i n t e r v a l would be from 

3913 t o 5120? 

A Yes. 

Q So p a r t o f your 9-5/3ths i s p e r f o r a t e d , 

i s t h a t r i g h t ? 

A Yes. We w i l l p e r f o r a t e some a d d i t i o n a l , 

i f necessary, b u t f i r s t we w i l l attempt t o use the c u r r e n t 

exposed San Andres zone t h a t i s exposed behind p i p e . 

Q And what are those p e r f o r a t i o n s ? 

A W e l l , you can n o t i c e on the diagram 

t h e r e , the t o p i s a t 4975, which i s above the bottom o f the 

San Andres; our 9-5/8ths, which i s 3925, i s below the top o f 

the San Andres and e f f e c t i v e l y we have an open hole w i t h 5-

l / 2 casing not cemented i n t h a t i n t e r v a l . 

So we w i l l attempt t o go ahead and so t o 

speak use t h i s as an open h o l e d i s p o s a l and i f necessary we 

w i l l p e r f o r a t e t he lower few f e e t o f the pay, i f necessary. 

Q Okay. What's t h e present s t a t u s o f t h i s 

w e l l ? 

A This w e l l i s c u r r e n t l y p r o d u c i n g . Cur­

r e n t l y the w e l l makes 2 b a r r e l s o f o i l and 23 b a r r e l s o f 
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water a day and i t ' s about a t i t s economic l i m i t . 2 b a r r e l s 

a day i s r e a l l y below the economic l i m i t f o r t h i s u n i t . 

The w e l l w i l l have t o be e i t h e r s h u t - i n 

or plugged and abandoned. 

Q Mr. Sims r e f e r r e d t o a water f l o w . Do 

you know what depth t h a t proposed water f l o w i s ? 

A Yes, s i r . The water f l o w he's r e f e r r i n g 

t o i s from our S k e l l y Penrose "A" No. 67. This i s an i n f i l l 

w e l l . The f i r s t water f l o w i n t h i s w e l l was i n 1539 f e e t 

and t h i s r a t e f l o w s 250 b a r r e l s per hour and we c o n t i n u e d t o 

d r i l l the w e l l . We have v a r i o u s r a t e s as we c a r r i e d the 

w e l l on down. Our r a t e , I ' d say, from 1539 down t o 2600 we 

had v a r i o u s r a t e s from 150 b a r r e l s per hour up t o 1000 

b a r r e l s per hour, in s t a n t a n e o u s r a t e s . 

Q And t h a t was the Penrose S k e l l y — 

A No. 67. 

Q 67. Where i s t h a t located? 

A I do not have i t i n d i c a t e d on the map. 

I ' l l have t o l o c a t e — get the l o c a t i o n and g i v e i t t o you. 

I don't have i t w i t h me. 

Q Okay. When was i t d r i l l e d ? 

A I t was d r i l l e d -- i t was l a s t f a l l . 

Q How deep d i d i t go? 

A I t went down t o the L a n g l i e M a t t i x , t o 

the u n i t i z e d i n t e r v a l . I t was a p p r o x i a m t e l y 3700 f e e t or 
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3750. 

Q Was i t w i t h i n a h a l f m i l e r a d i u s o f t h i s 

w e l l ? 

A As I r e c a l l , t h i s i s o f f the t o p o f my 

head, I don't t h i n k i t i s . I would have t o r e a l l y get the 

exact l o c a t i o n . 

Q Do you know what s e c t i o n i t ' s in? 

A I t ' s i n S e c t i o n 3 or 10, yes. L i k e t h a t , 

I don't have the l o c a t i o n w i t h me. 

Q What's the c l o s e s t d i s p o s a l w e l l o u t 

here? 

A As I s a i d , t h i s i s the Penrose "A" U n i t . 

I t ' s a w a t e r f l o o d which i s w a t e r f l o o d i n g the L a n g l i e M a t t i x 

which l i e s above our proposed d i s p o s a l zone. There are no 

o t h e r d i s p o s a l w e l l s known w i t h i n f o u r t o f i v e m i l e s away; 

t h a t ' s the c l o s e s t one. 

Q Do you know what those L a n g l i e M a t t i x i n ­

j e c t o r s are i n j e c t i n g a t , what pressure? 

A I could o n l y g i v e you an approximate, and 

I don't r e a l l y know the press u r e s . 

Q Do you know when t h a t w a t e r f l o o d was ap­

proved? 

A I t was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1956 when i t was ap­

proved . 

Q On your E x h i b i t Number One how are those 
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i n j e c t i o n w e l l s marked w i t h a s l a s h through i t , how do I 

d i s t i n g u i s h marked -- I mean i n j e c t i o n w e l l s or producing 

w e l l s marked on t h a t ? 

A Yes, the i n j e c t o r s are marked w i t h a 

s l a s h , yes, s i r . 

Q Okay. So t h e r e seems t o be about 

about s i x i n j e c t i o n w e l l s w i t h i n a h a l f m i l e , s i x or seven, 

i s t h a t r i g h t ? 

A That's a p p r o x i m a t e l y c o r r e c t . 

Q Are you u s i n g t h i s produced water t o r e ­

i n j e c t i n t o the Penrose S k e l l y ? 

A No, s i r , the water i s t o o s a l t y t o r e i n ­

j e c t i n the producing f o r m a t i o n . 

Q W e l l , what are you u s i n g t h e r e i n the 

Penrose S k e l l y ? 

A The Penrose S k e l l y uses produced water 

from the L a n g l i e M a t t i x and a l s o i t uses makeup water which 

i s purchased from the J a l Water System, which i s Capitan 

Reef water. 

Q What water w i l l you use i n t h i s proposed 

d i s p o s a l w e l l ? 

A That i s i n d i c a t e d on -- l e t ' s see — on 

E x h i b i t Number Si x , page two. 

Column number one, as I s a i d b e f o r e , i s 

the proposed i n p u t v/ater from the d i s p o s a l w e l l . 
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Columns two, t h r e e , and f o u r on t h i s 

water a n a l y s i s are our produced water analyses from water 

t h a t i s r e i n j e c t e d . 

Q I f t h i s d i s p o s a l w e l l was d e c l i n e d today 

how would Texaco dispose o f t h i s water? 

A We would have t o t r u c k the water o f f . As 

I s t a t e d p r e v i o u s l y , the f l o w r a t e s can be r a t h e r h i g h and 

can get r a t h e r expensive t o t r u c k o f f , the water f l o w s from 

the proposed i n f i l l w e l l s . 

Q Where would i t be t r u c k e d o f f to? 

A To -- i t would be some -- i t would be 

d i s p o s a l w e l l s i n the g e n e r a l area from Eunice. That i s 

r e a l l y determined by the t r u c k i n g company. 

I t i s not disposed o f on our leases. 

Q Do you know how long t h e r e has been i n ­

f i l l d r i l l i n g out there? 

A J u s t from l a s t f a l l , the No. 67 i s the 

o n l y w e l l t h a t we have i n f i l l d r i l l e d on the u n i t so f a r . 

Q And what k i n d o f water o u t p u t does t h a t 

w e l l have? 

A A p p a r e n t l y i n i t i a l p r o d u c t i o n was 109 

b a r r e l s o f o i l per day and the water was minimal; I ' l l say 

l e s s than 200 b a r r e l s a day o f water. I n f a c t I t h i n k i t 

was r e a l l y l e s s than 100 b a r r e l s a day water. 

Q This d i s p o s a l w i l l be i n f i l l water, i s 
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t h a t r i g h t ? 

A W e l l , t h a t i s c o r r e c t . We're not going 

t o dispose o f produced water from i n f i l l w e l l s . I f the 

water f l o w s , i f encountered when d r i l l i n g i n f i l l w e l l s , such 

as the 2 5 0 - b a r r e l a day wate f l o w from the s a l t s e c t i o n s 

t h a t were encountered, t h a t ' s the purpose o f t h i s d i s p o s a l 

w e l l . 

Produced water w i l l be r e i n j e c t e d i n t o 

the f o r m a t i o n . 

Q Where w i l l the b u l k o f the i n f i l l d r i l l ­

i n g take place? 

A The b u l k o f the i n f i l l d r i l l i n g w i l l be 

Sect i o n — p r i m a r i l y i n S e c t i o n 3, 10, and p a r t s o f 9. 

Q Are you f a m i l i a r w i t h the Commission 

p o l i c y o f .2 p s i per f o o t o f depth? 

A Yes. 

Q Does t h i s exceed t h a t maximum i n j e c t i o n 

i f you use the upper p e r f o r a t i o n s 3913? 

A I t would s l i g h t l y exceed i t , yes, s i r . 

The maximum i n j e c t i o n pressure would then be 780, a p p r o x i ­

mately. 

Q Okay. 

A We would go ahead and run a step r a t e 

t e s t on the w e l l p r i o r t o going i n w i t h h i g h e r i n j e c t i o n 

presssures t o 780. 
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Q On E x h i b i t Number Three you show the 

E l l e n Sims No. 6 and the Sims "B" Well No. 2. These are two 

w e l l s t h a t p e n e t r a t e the proposed i n j e c t i o n zone. 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q And the 5-1/2, t h a t was on the E l l e n Sims 

No. 6? 

A Yes. 

Q You show t o be s e t a t 6390 w i t h 300 sacks 

o f cement, c a l c u l a t e d t o p 4795, and i s t h a t w i t h i n — t h a t 

means you would have cement -- o i l i n t e r v a l not cemented i n 

the proposed i n j e c t i o n zone, i s t h a t r i g h t ? 

A I'm not sure i f I understand your ques­

t i o n . 

Q The t o p o f cement i s shown a t 4785, 

r i g h t ? 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Okay, and what's the t o p o f the cement i n 

the 5-1/2 s t r i n g on your Sims "D" Well No. 2? 

A I t ' s a t 4975. 

Q Where do you get t h a t from? 

A Oh, excuse me, I had the wrong w e l l . 

MR. STOGNER: Are t h e r e any 

other q u e s t i o n s o f t h i s witness? 

I f n o t , he may be excused. 

Do you have a statement you 
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wish t o make? 

MR. FLOYD SIMS: I have a 

statement t o the Commission. 

L i k e I s a i d , my house i s l o ­

cated -- my water w e l l i s l o c a t e d some 1,080 f e e t from ( n o t 

understood c l e a r l y . ) . 

We c u r r e n t l y a t my house h a u l 

water because when they d r i l l e d Well 67 ( n o t c l e a r l y under­

stood . ) 

I'm no oilman but I know about 

t h i s water f l o w every day l i v i n g o u t t h e r e . They had a prob­

lem w i t h the w a t e r f l o w , they c o u l d n ' t c o n t a i n i t , a t one 

time i t was w i t h i n 100 f e e t o f my water w e l l on the s u r f a c e . 

Okay, and then on Well No. 27, 

t h a t ' s 300 f e e t from Well No. 62, from the proposed d i s p o s a l 

w e l l , I know f o r a f a c t because I have seen t h a t t he i n j e c ­

t i o n water has come up on the o u t s i d e o f the c a s i n g ; i n 

f a c t , i t n e a r l y sunk the p o o l i n g u n i t . 

This i s t h e i r No. 27 W e l l . 

Okay, you're t a l k i n g about the 

Sims No. 2, when i t was plugged. I t ' s 1000 f e e t t o the 

n o r t h e a s t o f No. 62. They came out t h e r e and c u t the sur­

face p i p e o f f t o p l u g i t and w i t h i n an hour i t was an a r t e ­

s i a n w e l l . I mean they c u t the surfa c e pipe c l e a r o f f and 

water was coming out o f t h e r e . I don't know what the c a l c u -
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l a t e d f l o w was b u t I know i t s t a r t e d f l o w i n g on i t s own and 

f i l l e d up the roads and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e t h a t came from my 

house, j u s t o v e r n i g h t . 

A l l r i g h t , on the No. 38, which 

i s 750 f e e t from the house, i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1500 f e e t from 

No. 62, i s f l o w i n g r i g h t now i n t o an open p i t and has been 

f o r over t h r e e months. 

So a l l I'm saying i s t h a t they 

have a tremendous problem w i t h the water o u t t h e r e . They 

can't c o n t r o l what they have out t h e r e now and much l e s s t o 

put some more water i n a h o l e , i n a w e l l , under p r e s s u r e . 

And you know, once a f r e s h 

water w e l l , once i t ' s messed up, i t ' s messed up f o r good. 

You can't go back and say I"m s o r r y , you know, we messed up 

your water w e l l . We'll f i x i t . That's i m p o s s i b l e . 

We have plugged one w i n d m i l l 

t h a t t u r n s o u t water a l r e a d y . 

So a l l I'm saying i s I'm as k i n g 

you t o take a c l o s e look a t i t . I'm no e x p e r t b u t I know 

t h e r e ' s a tremendous problem o u t t h e r e . 

That's a l l I have t o say. 

MR. STOGNER: You mentioned you 

had plugged one water w e l l . Could you be more s p e c i f i c 

where? 

MR. SIMS: I t ' s i n — on your 
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map, t h i s map you have r i g h t here --

MR. STOGNER: Yes, s i r . 

MR. SIMS: I t ' s where the arrow 

i s . I t w i l l be i n S e c t i o n 2. I t ' s i n Se c t i o n 2. The arrow 

i s i n Se c t i o n 3. Uh-huh, the water w e l l i s i n — I t h i n k 

i t ' s i n the southwest q u a r t e r o f S e c t i o n 2. 

MR. STOGNER: Okay. 

MR. URAM: I t ' s not w i t h i n a 

h a l f m i l e . 

MR. R. D. SIMS: I t ' s i n the 

southwest o n e - f o u r t h o f the northwest o n e - f o u r t h o f Se c t i o n 

2. 

MR. STOGNER: Thank you, s i r . 

Thank you, Mr. Floyd Sims. 

MP. R. D. SIMS: Yes, s i r . 

I've got some numbers o f the w e l l s out t h e r e t h a t has flowed 

s a l t water a l l over the p l a c e , and t h i s one w e l l by t h i s 

w i n d m i l l was d r i l l e d by Armour ( s i c ) . I t ' s Armour Well No. 

1 ( s i c ) and i t ' s i n the southwest o n e - f o u r t h o f the n o r t h ­

west o n e - f o u r t h o f Se c t i o n 2, and they had t o b u i l d a 5-1/2 

acre p i t t o c o n t a i n t h a t and them h a u l i n g water a l l the time 

when i t f i l l e d i t ; s t a r t e d f l o w i n g a f t e r they s t a r t e d pum­

pi n g the w e l l . I t j u s t broke i n , and a t the same time i t 

went i n t o my water w e l l about 200 f e e t from t h i s w e l l a t the 

same time and k i l l e d some o f my cows and r u i n e d my water 
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w e l l . 

And then -- then t h e r e 1 s an­

o t h e r one j u s t a l o c a t i o n west, i s the E l l e n Sims "A" i n 

Sec t i o n 4 -- the n o r t h e a s t , l e t ' s see, o f Se c t i o n -- E l l e n 

Sims "A", south o n e - f o u r t h o f the east o n e - f o u r t h o f Se c t i o n 

3, Township 23 South, Range 37 East. 

I t blowed o u t when they was 

d r i l l i n g and they c o u l d n ' t c o n t a i n i t and i t j u s t went a l l 

over the p l a c e . They hauled t r u c k s i n t h e r e and j u s t hauled 

f o r day and n i g h t , j u s t l i k e they d i d on t h i s b e f o r e they 

b u i l t t h e b i g p i t . And they f i n a l l y dug some more p i t s and 

got i t where they could c o n t a i n i t and get i t cemented. 

And then t h i s Texaco, I n c o r p o r ­

a t e d , S k e l l y Penrose "A" U n i t , northwest o n e - f o u r t h o f the 

southeast o n e - f o u r t h , now t h i s i s a w e l l t h a t they've d r i l ­

l e d r e c e n t l y i n S e c t i o n 3, Range 37 East. I t ' s the one t h a t 

he was t a l k i n g about d r i l l i n g , going a l l over our c o u n t r y 

out t h e r e , the new w e l l , and i t ' s l e s s a q u a r t e r o f a m i l e 

from t h i s w e l l t h e y ' r e wanting t o make a d i s p o s a l w e l l o u t 

o f . 

And then they've got Penrose, 

or S k e l l y , some o t h e r one, n o r t h e a s t o n e - f o u r t h o f the 

southeast o n e - f o u r t h o f S e c t i o n 4. I t s t a r t e d f l o w i n g a f t e r 

they pumped i t s e v e r a l years and i t come up around the cas­

i n g and they had t o go run a winch l i n e t o t h e i r pumping 
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u n i t t o t i e i t t o keep i t from going down. And t h a t was 

b e f o r e they had any people t h r e e a t Hobbs t o check these 

w e l l s and I doubt i f i t was ever t u r n e d i n t h a t t h e r e was 

ever a n y t h i n g happened t o i t , because I have never seen any 

records o f where they ever showed a n y t h i n g . 

They t i e d — had t o put a winch 

t r u c k t o i t t o h o l d t h e i r pumping u n i t from going i n t o i t 

when i t was coming up around i t , and now i t covers a p p r o x i ­

mately f i v e or s i x acres, where the water was, b u t i t was 

down i n k i n d o f a lak e t o s t a r t w i t h and i t c a l l accumulated 

i n t h a t l a k e bed. 

And t h a t water w e l l , one o f 

these water w e l l s t h a t they was t a l k i n g about i n S e c t i o n 4 

or 3 on the n o r t h e a s t o f the southeast o f S e c t i o n 4, I be­

l i e v e i t ' s 4, southeast o f Se c t i o n 4, t h a t w e l l f o r a long 

time a t the way the w e l l would pump o u t , would be s o l i d 

s a l t . 

And another w e l l t h a t t h e y ' r e 

supposed t o have t e s t e d t h a t goes i n t o h i s house, t h e y can't 

get t o t h a t w e l l , can't get t o i t because we can't use i t t o 

d r i n k or a n y t h i n g and a l l he uses i t f o r i s t o wash. We 

have piped water t h e r e t o even water t he yard w i t h and i t ' s 

piped from over here, i t ' s piped froma m i l e away and they 

can't get — c o u l d n ' t have g o t t e n water t o have t e s t e d i t no 

way because he's got t h r e e Doberman Pinchers and I ' l l guar-
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antee they c o u l d n ' t get i n the yard t o t e s t t h a t water on 

the house. 

And t h e r e ' s a l s o another w e l l , 

the one t h a t he t o l d about t h e y ' r e r u n n i n g a p i t on the l o ­

c a t i o n n o r t h o f i t . I t ' s an i n j e c t i o n w e l l and i t ' s been 

l e a k i n g out i n the p i t the same way, the same as t h a t f l o w ­

i n g w e l l , i n an open p i t , and i t ' s been r u n n i n g a t l e a s t 

t h r e e months. 

And we've got a d i s p o s a l w e l l 

on us, i t ' s about two m i l e s from t h i s w e l l and i t ' s — I 

don't know w h a t - a l l i t ' s damaged. I t ' s damaged a l o t b u t i t 

won't — i t w i l l g i v e you a f e e l i n g t h a t you don't want an­

o t h e r d i s p o s a l w e l l . 

MR. URAM: I'm going t o o b j e c t 

t o any -- I've l e t them, becaue t h e y ' r e not lawyers and 

t h e y ' r e not represented by counsel, I've l e t them t e s t i f y as 

t o t h e f u l l range o f t h e i r problems so t h e y ' l l f e e l l i k e 

they've had a f u l l o p p o r t u n i t y t o make the Commission aware 

of i t , b u t I t h i n k any f u r t h e r t e s t i m o n y would both be repe­

t i t i v e and r e a l l y not r e l e v a n t t o the iss u e b e f o r e the Com­

mis s i o n . 

The issue b e f o r e the Commission 

i s whether t h i s p a r t i c u l a r d i s p o s a l w e l l i s i n accordance 

w i t h the a p p l i c a b l e r u l e s ; w i l l have any g e o l o g i c e f f e c t on 

the w e l l s i n the area, and the e x p e r t t e s t i m o n y has been 
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I t h i n k the f a c t t h a t t h e r e 

have been, you know, j u s t assume f o r the purposes o f argu­

ment t h a t a l l t h e f a c t s t h a t t h e y have t e s t i f i e d t o are c o r ­

r e c t , I don't t h i n k i t has any r e a l relevance t o the — t o 

the a p p l i c a t i o n . I n f a c t i t may support the a p p l i c a t i o n be­

cause t h i s i s a d i s p o s a l method which w i l l not i n v o l v e p i t s 

and perhaps then would be a safe and proper way o f d i s p o s i n g 

o f the f l u i d s . 

So I would o b j e c t t o any f u r ­

t h e r t e s t i m o n y unless i t ' s d i r e c t e d t o the standards the 

Commission has t o c o n s i d e r . Thank you. 

MR. R. D. SIMS: These w e l l s 

come up and t h e r e ' s nobody knows where i t comes from, Texa­

co, nor nobody e l s e , and t h e y ' l l t e l l you t h e i r s e l f they 

don't know where t h i s v/ater i s coming from. 

And I o b j e c t t o a d i s p o s a l w e l l 

on t h a t account, because i f they knew where i t ' s coming 

from, somebody would have done f i x e d i t b e f o r e now. 

MR. STOGNER: Thank you, Mr. 

Sims. 

MR. FLOYD SIMS: You know, when 

we came up here t h e r e ' s a couple o f people, w e l l , a couple 

•'not understood) t o l d me, w e l l , you're w a s t i n g your time i n 

going up t h e r e , an i n d i v i d u a l g o i n g . 
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I c e r t a i n l y hope t h a t ' s not the 

case. I hope t h a t our s t a t e government hasn't got t o the 

p o i n t an i n d i v i d u a l don't have the r i g h t s t o come here and 

t e s t i f y . 

I a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

MR. STOGNER: Thank you, Mr. 

Sims. 

Mr. Uram, I'm going o t o v e r r u l e 

your o b j e c t i o n and l e t the r e c o r d r e f l e c t t h e Mr. Sims' t e s ­

timony. 

I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r i n 

Case Number 8677? 

I t w i l l be taken under a d v i s e ­

ment . 

(Hearing concluded.) 
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