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(Witnesses sworn.) | o T *‘J

‘MR. KELLAHIN:' I would like to call up my first

witness, Mr. Larry Squires. - . ; _

IR .-+ . (Whereupan, Applicant's Exhibits
Numbers 1, 2, and 3 were marked
v w.-y . for identification.)

supteati o, ur. il - LARRY C. SQUIRES
called as a witness by the Applicant, having been first duly
R i )

sworn, was sxamined and:testified aes . follows:

; soadsr oo 0 DIRBCE EXAMINATION . - v,

:S!Jlac ‘E_wml L oo, L - R S ;’- LY ol

s o Qoo Noyld-you state your name, please?
te cuwiA. . Larey C. Squirves..n. .

Q JATe  yOou t,'ho appli.can; -in .
vkhe Ceamiasion, ;Mr.‘i Squires? .. ... .

to v A o Yes, #ire . L

~ur .*Qi¢ -What business are.you engaged in?.. . rii. v this
ar>:. M- 1 am.g veteyinarian and & rancher. .. ... . .. iolog.e:
Froxn M3 And-ip conpection with your operations .as.a rancher,
oAre -the - lakes vhich are the subject matter of this application
.located on your xan¢h? . . ... CoE et e
o A They are lpcated on my family's ranch. .. .

~Q .And that is the == e e s

A W, M. Enyder Estate,

kf
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Are you the manager of the W. M. Snyder Estate?

Y..' .1:. : T . e ¢

"- Insofar as their ranching operations are concerned?

» O » ©

General manager over everything. -
o Q7Y “Are you familiar with the area involved in this.

application, Mr. Squires?:

" A 4 Yes, I have been familiar with it for quite some time.
i
v . Q@ i Just what is it you are proposing. to do here? - ..«
RS ﬂnwjf Realizing the need for safe, economical,.or inexpen-

sive ways to put -produced salt water:in the:area; it!secemed to
lc’hiloélcalgnlsuhptibnithat the salt lake would be a good place
to put et,»it 4t didn't endanger any fresh water supplies.

Of course, being in the rghching bnsinoso;-qnd=vc are
vary cognisant: of what wator'ncaniato us;fand-vt surs . doa't vant -
to'hurt any of it, so I propose to find out or set out to find
out i¥ it would, ifn-fact, harm any: fresh water reserves in this
i&ba}*br'hﬂy.othar area. And I hired Mr. E4 Reed, a hydrologist
from Nidland tb 40 some technical work, and give me an opinion
oh the wrea, - and if there was any water there, and water that
we didn'g know about. Our water wells have been bad for a
number of years, and have been abandonsd im ‘this area.:- ..

" 9 ' Do you presently hive‘any fresh water supply in the

vicinity of these lakes?




ILLEGIBLE _;

I A No, sir.
Q ' Have you attempted or has an attdnpt been made in -
past years to develop water supplies in the area of these lakes?

| T o o
} A Well, we have some o0ld wells there that were drilled

miny yparl'dqb, thﬁt”have goné or are bad; and since the Potash
Company has laid their water lines, we were able to stop dﬁing
1 exi. We have got a good water well three miles north of this
faxni tbat we had piped from our water well down to the house.
Tﬁg house” sets right between these two large lakes.

0 It s your testimony that there is ho usable water

wﬁiﬁih"tha'QiélﬁitQEEf“ihe'lakes?
h s A No,sir. ¢
)

“§ 'g' ““rHere are three lakes involved here, Mr. Squires, -

Liyﬁna Piata, that is being used for water disposal at Ehe'ﬁresent

— : -
tﬁ.r:iz'.‘u%ln ARSI PR
A I undérstand’ that National Potash is putting brine in
the faxé’ now, ‘yes: R

-l o

.74 " And then Laguna Gatuna, that lake is not presently

-

being used, is'it?
-~ ..A  Not to My knowiedge, mo.
'@ " 'Ana‘then the third lake is fsédngfrénéa.vi small lake

e ——

in Township 19 South, Range 33 East. Do you propose to use that

laké for water disposal?




4
i . N
A Wo, I don't think so. It is the smallest of the

three lakes, and wve don‘'t feel like it would ever be needed.
-~ MR. PORTER: It is the northernmost lake, isn‘'t it?
NR, KELLAHIN: That's correct.
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
Q .Hhert will the water you propose to di-posc of in
these m.. come from, Mr. Squires?
A From produced oil wells in the area. It would be
_Wcu“» get it there.
4 it be your intent to hold this open to nny ol
oompany water “disposal?

Tu. sir, because many of us feel that the wator
shovld be put $in a natural salt area instead of on the ground,
and I think ‘that some area needs to be provided ‘for the oll
companies in- that atea.  ° PRl e anen

;'@ "~You are aware, are you not, Mr. Bdﬁit&a,'tﬁit'iﬁiiﬁi;
Commission has approved continued surface’disposal of salt
water in the viginity of Laguna Gatuna?

A Yes, sir, I am aware of this:. - '~
Q And you are. aware, aré you not, that the Commission
has removed !rﬁ; the provisions of their salt water disposal

order that portion of the land lying to the west of Laguna

Plata?




;N Yes, .1:- ’

Q . .And it is not included in the requirements for salt

'.t.t -q"'p“"lz R byt
A Yap, sir,

. ; . m“r l . . . “

MR. KELLAHIN: That is all I hava .on direct examination.

.. MRy PORTERy Dqes anyons have a question of Mr. Squires?

Hx . N“ﬁw. : SO Taany i

T UL SR LA i.
Fie weri s ¢ ya3. .. CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. NUFRERE, .o .+ 1 .o .

e @ «ut._8qgiros, 4id I understand you to say you didn't
propose tq “;Q.Lagupg Tonta?, o

A ’,éu:. Reed, .3 think can cla:ity this better than I can.
We d.gikopjgngg it wouldn't really be needed.

Q ?gqu,utp. spplication and thc~gdyggt1!¢uent for tho
cass vers for the three lakes, Laguna Plata, Laguna Gatuna, and
Laguna Tanto, and I was wgndpring if you were proposing at this
time to dlppiag,;hg-portipn of the application and the case
relating to Liquna Tonto? . |

v N F Just don't feel like we wéuld probably ever use this
lake, Mr. Kellahip can sure answer that better than I‘cap.
MR, FELLAHIN: If the Conmission please, it is not our
intent to abandon our application for approval of the use of

Laguna Tonto, although the chances are quite unlikely of it ever




being used. If the Commission wishes to eliminate it, why,
there would bes 1o serious objection from us. We did apply for
it, hovever, and ve ¥dbuld like to leave it in there.

" @  (By Mr. Nutter) In studying the application and being
somevhat faﬁi!iﬁr with the area involved here, I think that
Laguna rontb’is'ltructufaily somewhat higher than the oﬁhbr two
lakes, andift might simplify your case if this ovne particular
'lake weré not - inéluded.’ . ;

i1 - MR{ KELLAHIN: 1 think we will cover that in the

P

‘othet witness's testimony.
" A- I'don't pretend to be an expert on where this water

goes, or anjfhinq;:'fhaﬁ‘is why I have Mr. Reed. He will be
here din & Minute. : “

.y

ave6s MR, PORTER: Does that conclude your examination of

the vithess, Mr. Wutter? =~
A st CHR, RUTTER:  Yes, sir.

c v ial R, MATKINS: I have a question or two.

fre V0T 0 epoge” EXAMINATION

BY MR. WATKINS§

Q @ Have you entered into any preliminary negotiations
with any oil companies at this time to dispose of water oﬁ these

lakes?

A No, sir.



ILLEGIBLE

Q You 4o not have any tiotion at this time of the amount
of water that might be placed upon these lakes?

A 1 feal that I have a no‘:ion. I feel like it won't be
very auch. . :i.v St owe g |

Q What makes. you say that?
s w1 M. - Beqause there is not nuch water produced in thh area.
But x-\-vqulg,.wd\ prefer that, rather than this water being but
on our ranch, 4t be put l.n,tl:i'o lake, and there is some being
put in an epen pit en our ranch Aangchnt tq this one lake, and
3. think it is far better to. put it in this lake than it is to
put it in that open pit. ..

Q Do you feel 1! thegg_is ‘not much water to be placed
. o khe m_._.j:._gpre is a real neeld for this additional storage

area?. ML L Lqudcen o, u e g vat L Dt At
g o0 F.4hink that ;thﬁt.!}il & possibility that there will be
A-eh: greater npd,;nth. years to come. I don't have a
crystal ball, , (...

Q Xeu don't bave any fee land within these lakes, do you?
[UUVPINY SR SF - ™ RO S U N SNSRI SO S POt L
ve ot cQuancWhich ene? oo e

A The one pext to the highway, Laguna -- the lake in
the middle, ..« ., -1y i T T OU Do e

I W'Gﬁtm‘?- I
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A Getuna. It is land that is bought by the W. N. Snyder
ok & ftate purchase contract. |
Q- Ici bave it under purchase contract at this time?
From the State, yes.
Q The vast maiority of this land is either federal or
state lease land, isn't that right?
A That'’s correct.. .
MR, MATKINSs That is all I have.
MR, PORTER; As I understand, we have three different

i
|
g ‘
_ rm)nhipl in this area, federal, state, and fee,
! MRs KELLAHIN: May I ask a couple of questions?
3

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

. MR LLAHIN ¢

'@ -+Mp..Squires, have you made application from the
luro’m of Land Management for a special ‘use permit for the
’!odn.n,‘l_md involved here?

A Yes, I have.

] And have you made an application to the State of New
nqxi;e. Public land Comissioner, for a business lease on the
state lands located within these lakes?

? ) Yo, I bhave,.

Q Woat information did you get from the Bureau of Land

Management in regard to your applicatiom?




11 L3

A . They told me to go ahead and file a special land
use pera&t. I told them what I wanted to do, and they said
that whatever the 0il Conservation Commission said, that it
vas fine with thenm. |

Q You haven't as yet received the permit, is that
corroct?' o

A No, sir, it is pending the outcome of this hearing,
as I undetstgnd it.

b ’
; MR, KELLAHIN: That is all. ’

4 MR. PORTER: Does anyone else have a questibn? 'rﬁd .

witness may be excused.
\

ED L. REED

called as' a witness by the Applicant, having been first duly
sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

. "DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. KELLAHIN:

Q State your name, please.

My name {8 E4d L. Reed.

*Ihié.businons are you engaged 1n} Nr. Reed?
I am a consulting hyd:ologist.

Where are you located? |

1

Midland, Texas.

D » O » 0O »

Have you done hydrological work in the State of New




