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9-5A-1. Short title. 
Sections 1 through 7 [9-5A-1 to 9-5A-7 NMSA 1978] of this act may be cited as the 

"Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department Act". 

History: Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 1. 
Effective dates. — Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 85 

makes the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
Department Act effective July 1, 1987. 

9 5A-2. Purpose. 
The purpose of the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department Act [9-5A-1 to 

9-5A-7 NMSA 1978] is to establish a single, unified department to administer laws and 
exercise functions formerly administered and exercised by the energy and minerals 
department and the natural resources department. 

History: Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 2. 
Effective dates. — Laws 1987, ch. 

makes the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
234, § 85 Department Act effective July 1, 1987. 

9-5A-3. Department established. 
A. There is created in the executive branch the "energy, minerals and natural resources 

department". The department shall be a cabinet department and shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following organizational units: 

(1) the administrative services division; 
(2) the state park and recreation division; 
(3) the forestry division which shall include a soil and water conservation bureau; 
(4) the energy conservation and management division; 
(5) the mining and minerals division; and 
(6) the oil conservation division. 

B. The state game commission is administratively attached to the department. 

History: Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 3. 
Effective dates. — Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 85 

makes the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resouces 
Department Act effective July 1, 1987. 

Operation of concessions. — The state park 
commission (now the state park and recreation divi
sion) has authority to operate directly certain com
mercial facilities, commonly known as concessions, in 
state parks, i f it desires to do so. 1957-58 Op. Att'y 
Gen. No. 58-37. 

Control of Conchas dam park. — No recrea
tional facilities at the Conchas dam area may be 
maintained or used contrary to the rules, regulations 
or orders or licenses of the state game commission 
and the latter may require that all persons going on 
said reservoir in boats use the facilities furnished 
through the state game commission. 1951-52 Op. 
Att'y Gen. No. 5406. 

San Jon amphitheater maintenance. — The 

state park and recreation division of the natural 
resources department may utilize state funds for the 
maintenance of the amphitheater at San Jon, con
structed pursuant to the provisions of Laws 1980, ch. 
19, § 3 and Laws 1982, ch. 70. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. 
No. 82-5. 

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 59 
Am. Jur. 2d Parks, Squares, and Playgrounds §§ 14, 
15. 

Judicial notice of matters relating to thoroughfares 
and parks, 48 A.L.R.2d 1102; 86 A.L.R.3d 484. 

Access: power of park commission to directly regu
late or prohibit abutter's access to street or highway, 
73 A.L.R.2d 671. 

Construction of highway through park as violation 
of use to which park property may be devoted, 60 
A.L.R.3d 581. 

81A C.J.S. States § 147. 

13 



9-5A-4 EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 9-5A-7 

9-5A-4. Divisions; duties. 
In addition to the duties assigned to each division of the energy, minerals and natural 

resources department by the secretary of energy, minerals and natural resources: 
A. the administrative services division shall provide clerical, recordkeeping and 

administrative support to the department in the areas of personnel, budget, procurement 
and contracting; 

B. the energy conservation and management division shall plan, administer, 
review, provide technical assistance, maintain records and monitor state and federal 
energy conservation and alternative energy technology programs; 

C. the forestry division shall enforce and administer all laws and regulations 
relating to forestry and soil and water conservation on lands within the state; 

D. the mining and minerals division shall enforce and administer laws and 
regulations relating to mine safety, coal surface mine reclamation and abandoned mine 
lands reclamation; 

E. the oil conservation division shall administer the laws and regulations relating 
to oil, gas and geotherrnal resources except those laws specifically administered by another 
authority; and 

F. the state park and recreation division shall develop, maintain, manage and 
supervise all state parks and state-owned or state-leased recreation areas. 

History: Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 4. makes the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
Effective dates. — Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 85 Department Act effective July 1, 1987. 

9-5A-5. Secretary of energy, minerals and natural resources; ap
pointment. 

A. The administrative head of the energy, minerals and natural resources department is 
the "secretary of energy, minerals and natural resources", who shall be appointed by the 
governor with the consent of the senate and who shall serve in the executive cabinet. 

B. An appointed secretary of energy, minerals and natural resources shall serve and 
have all of the duties, responsibilites and authority of that office during the period of time 
prior to final action by the senate confirming or rejecting his appointment. 

History: Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 5. makes the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
Effective dates. — Laws 1987, ch. 234, § 85 Department Act effective July 1, 1987. 

9-5A-6. Divisions; directors. 
The secretary of energy, minerals and natural resources shall appoint, with the approval 

of the governor, directors of the divisions established within the energy, minerals and 
natural resources department. Division directors are exempt from the Personnel Act. 

History: l.aws 1987, ch. 234, 5 6. Personnel Act. — See 10-9-1 NMSA 1978 and 
Effective dntes. — Laws 19R7, ch. 2.14, § 85 notes thereto, 

makes the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
Department Act effective July 1, 1987. 

9-5A-7. Bureaus; chiefs. 
The secretary of energy, minerals and natural resources shall establish, within each 

division of the energy, minerals and natural resources department, such bureaus as he 
deems necessary to carry out the provisions ofthe Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 
Department Act [9-5A-1 to 9-5A-7 NMSA 1978], He shall employ a chief to be the 
administrative head of each bureau. The chiefs and all subsidiary employees of the 
department shall be covered by the Personnel Act. 
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