
NEW MEXICO CIL C OK SERV ATI OF COMMISSI OK 
SAKTA FE, KEV/'MLXICO C^J^ 1*f JL_J 

APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF JAMES RANCH UNIT AGREEMENT, 

EDDY COUNTY, NEV/ MEXICO 

New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission, 
Santa Fe, Rev/ Mexico 

Comes the undersigned, RICHARDS OR' & BASS, a co-partnership 

of Fort Worth, Texas, and f i l e s herewith three copies of a proposea 

Unit Agreement for the development and operation of the James 

Ranch Unit Area, Eddy County, New Mexico, and hereby makes ap­

plication for the approval of said Unit Agreement by the New 

Mexico Oil Conservation Commission as provided by law, and in 

support thereof shows: 

1. That the proposed unit area covered by said agree­

ment embraces 20656.98 acres, more or less, more particularly 

described as follows: 

NEW MEXICO PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN. NEW MEXICO 

T. 22 S., R. 30 S. 
Sec. 12: SEl~ S^3¥J-
Sec. 13: A l l 
Sec. l h ; A l l 
Sec. 15: A l l 
Sec. 16: A l l 
Sec. 17: SA, NE--, Et N¥i 
Sees. 19--30 ( i n c l . ) : A l l 
Sec. 33: El-
Sec. 3^: A l l 
Sec. 35: A l l 
Sec . 36: A l l 

T. 22 S . , R. 31 
Sec . 7: S f . SANs-
Sec. 8: SWrr, S?rEW* 
Sec. 18: A l l 
Sec. 17: SA, NWA 
Sec. 19: A l l 
Sec. 20: A l l 
Sec. 29: WAwA 
Sec. 30: A l l 
Sec. 31: A l l 

T. 23 S. v R. 3.Q E.._ 
Sec. 1 : EA, Î -NWA 
Sec. 2 : NANA-



T. 23 3., R. i l A. 
Sec. 5: 
Sec. 6: A l l " ' 
Sec. 7: A l l 
Sec. 8: ¥ p 

Sec. 17: AAA 
Sec. 18: A A 

That of the above aescribed land 18,536•A2 acres or 

89-7% are Federal lands or part of the Public Domain, and 

2,000.56 acres or 9,7% are lands of the State of Kew Mexico, 

and 120 acres or ,6% are fee or pr i v a t e l y owned lands. 

2. That said area has heretofore been designated 

by the Director of the United States Geological Survey as an 

area suitable and proper f o r u n i t i z a t i o n , a copy of the l e t t e r 

so designating said area being attached hereto, made a part 

hereto, and f o r purposes of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n marked Exhibit "A". 

That there i s also attached hereto, made a part 

hereto, and f o r purposes of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n marked Exhibit "B", 

a geological report prepared by applicant showing the re s u l t 

of a seismographic survey made of the area, which applicant 

requests be treated as c o n f i d e n t i a l . 

3. That applicant believes and upon such information 

and b e l i e f states that the proposed uni t area covers substantially 

a l l of the geological feature involved, and i n the event of the 

discovery of o i l or gas thereon, that said Unit Agreement w i l l 

afford e f f e c t i v e control of the entire structure. 

h . That Richardson & Bass, a co-partnership, i s 

designated as Unit Operator i n said Unit Agreement, and as such 

i s given authority under the terms thereof to carry on a l l 

operations necessary f o r the development and operation of the 

uni t area f o r o i l and gas subject to a l l applicable laws and 

regulations. That said Unit Agreement provides f o r the 

commencement of a test well f o r o i l and gas upon some part of 

the lands embraced i n the un i t area w i t h i n six months from the 

-2-



e f f e c t i v e date thereof and f o r the d r i l l i n g of said well with 

due diligence u n t i l the Devonian formation has been tested, 

however, Operator i s not required to d r i l l said well to a depth 

i n excess of 13,000 f e e t . 

5. That said Unit Agreement i s i n substantially the 

same form as Unit Agreements heretofore approved by the Commissioner 

of Public Lands of the State of New Mexico and by the New Mexico 

Oil Conservation Commission. I t i s believed that i n the event 

o i l or gas i n paying quantities i s discovered on the lands w i t h i n 

the u n i t area that the f i e l d or area can be developed more 

economically and e f f i c i e n t l y under the terms of said agreement 

to the end that the maximum recovery may be obtained and that the 

agreement w i l l be i n the i n t e r e s t of the conservation of o i l and 

gas and the prevention of waste as contemplated by the New Mexico 

Oil Conservation statutes. 

6. That upon an order being entered by the New Mexico 

Oi l Conservation Commission approving said Unit Agreement and 

af t e r approval thereof by the Commissioner of Public Lands of 

the State of New Mexico and the Director of the United States 

Geological Survey, an executed and approved copy thereof w i l l 

be f i l e d with the New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission. 

V/HEREFOFE, the undersigned applicant respectfully 

requests that a public hearing be held on the matter of the 

approval of said Unit Agreement as provided by the statutes of 

the State of New Mexico and the regulations of the New Mexico 

O i l Conservation Commission, and that upon said hearing said 

Unit Agreement be approved by the New Mexico O i l Conservation 

Commission. 

Dated t h i s the ^ d a y ^ o f ^ ^ ^ y 1953' 

Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARDSON & BASS 


