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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Western Refining Southwest Inc. (Western) Gallup Refinery (RefinerySite) performed a 
significant amount of work on the evaporation pond earth berms in 2014 and, 2015, and 
2016, and is planning additional work in 2016.  2017.  Western’s Summary Report, 
Evaporation Pond Repairs (December 17, 2015) was reviewed and comments were 
provided by the NMED Hazardous Waste Bureau (letter dated August 22, 2016).  This 
report is revised to address the comments provided by the NMED and to include 
additional improvement work conducted in 2016 and potential future work. 

Work related to the RefinerySite evaporation pond earth berms includes the following: 

1. 2014 Geotechnical investigation of borrow soil; 
2. 2014 Improvements to Ponds 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12A, and 12B in 2014;
3. 2015 Improvements to Ponds 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 in 2015;
4. Land2016 Improvements to Ponds 7 and 8, 9, 11, 12A, and 12B; 
5. 2016 Improvements to the stormwater channel area proximate to Pond 6  and 9;   
4.6. 2014, 2015, 2016 land surveying for updated topography on all pond berms in 2014 
and 2015;
5.7. 2015 Soil boring investigation in Pond 7 and Pond 8 west berm; 
6.8. 2015 Drive point piezometers installed in Ponds 6, 7, 8, and 9; 
7.9. 2015 Updated numerical slope stability analysis on Pond 6, 7, 8, and 9 in 2015;
8.10. Improvements to 2014 to Present:  Ongoing improvements to reduce water usage
and subsequent storage;
9.11. Improvements to 2014 to Present:  Ongoing improvements to increase evaporation; 

10. PlannedOngoing improvements to Ponds 9, 11, 12A, and 12B; and 
11.12. Planned improvements to the stormwater channel between Pond 6 and 
Pond 9berms as required.

Previously in 2002, the containment earth berms were numerically evaluated for 
slope stability and the slopes were determined to be stable with sufficient Factors of 
Safety.  Western updated the numerical slope stability analysis using the 2002 soil 
strength parameters, recent investigation data, and currentnew berm geometry after 
the construction improvements.   
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 in 2015.  The results of the updated slope stability evaluation were included in the 
December 2015 Summary Report and indicated that the containment earth berms remain 
stable with appropriate Factors of Safety.  The following report provides additional detail 
on the work conducted to date and the planned work for 2016.
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Western continued to improve the earth berms addressed in the 2015 numerical slope 
stability work that were the subject of comments by the NMED.  Accordingly, revising the 
numerical slope stability work to address the NMED comments is not appropriate until 
additional work is conducted as described in Section 4 of this report.  The planned 
additional slope stability work includes collecting updated geotechnical values, evaluating 
the numerical slope stability after additional soil strength parameters are obtained, and 
providing an updated numerical slope stability analysis in a future addendum to this 
revised report. 
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1.01.0 INTRODUCTION 

Axis Group Inc. (Axis) prepared this letterrevised report to summarize the repair and 
upgrade work conducted on the evaporation pond containment earth berms at the 
Western Refining Southwest, Inc. (Western) refinery in Gallup, New Mexico (Site).  
This report covers work conducted as part of the berm upgrade and repair 
construction activities that have been ongoing at the Site since January 2014This 
report has been revised from the Summary Report submitted to the New Mexico 
Environment Department Hazardous Waste Bureau (NMED HWB) in December 
2015.  The revisions address the comments from NMED in their letter dated August 
22, 2016 and include a summary of the additional improvement work conducted at 
the ponds during 2016.

Figure 1 illustrates the location of the Site and Figure 2 is a pond location map 
showing each of the evaporation ponds.  As shown on Figure 2, the evaporation 
ponds lie west of the RefinerySite process areas and tank fieldsfarms.  In total, the 
evaporation ponds are approximately 110 acres in aerial extent and are numbered 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12A, and 12B.  In this report Ponds 7 and 8 are often
identified as Pond 7/8. 

In summary, the ponds are operated as follows: 

1. Water from the Waste Water Treatment Plant (WWTP) and the nearby Pilot 
Travel Center enters the Sewage Treatment Pond 1 (STP 1); 

2. Water is pumped from STP 1 to Pond 2; 

3. A portion of the Reverse Osmosis (RO) reject water from the process units 
flows directly to Pond 2 with the remaining RO water being recycled to the 
facility cooling towers; 

4. As needed, WWTP operators move water from one pond to another using 
siphons or temporary diesel-powered pumps; 

5. Water flows in a cascade fashion from Pond 2 through Ponds 3, 4, 5, then 6; 

6. Water is also pumped from Pond 2 to Pond 12B and then flows in a cascade 
fashion into Ponds 12A, 11, and 7/8. 
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2.02.0 WORK COMPLETED IN 2014 AND 2015 

This section of the report describes the evaporation pond improvement work 
completed by Western during 2014 and 2015.  Photographs of the work are 
included in Appendix A.   

2.12.1 Summary of 2014 Phase 1 Berm Repair and Upgrades 

During January through April 2014 and November through December 2014, 
Western conducted repairs and upgrades to the containment berms surrounding 
Ponds 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12A, and 12B.  These repairs and upgrades included 
the following:   

1. Adding additional new fill material to the outside slopes and crests of the 
containment berms;  

2. Shaping the berm slopes; and  
3. Building up the berm crest height and width; 

The west bermsberm of Pond 7 and Pond /8 werewas shaped such that the crest 
was widened and aligned further to the east so that the overall outer slope would be 
flatter and more stable. 

Western’s earth work contractor used on-site borrow areas for fill material (borrow 
locations shown on Figure 2).  Fill material was excavated from the borrow areas 
using a track hoe and front-end loader, brought to the containment berms via off-
road haul trucks, and placed using a Caterpillar D-6 dozer.  The dozer was used to 
place, shape, and compact the fill material.  Soil fill material consisted of a silty to 
sandy clay, similar in character to the soil that was used to construct the original 
earth berms.  

Figures 3a, 3b, and 3c illustrate the pond limits and crest heights prior to the 
improvements made in 2014.  Figures 4a, 4b, and 4c illustrate the pond limits and 
crest heights after Phase 12014 upgrades and repairs were complete.  Figure 6b7b
provides cross sections illustrating the limits where additional fill material was placed 
on the pond containment berms during 2014.  Photographs of the 2014 berm 
upgrade activities are included in Appendix A (Photos #1 through #6).   
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2.22.2 Summary of 2015 Phase 2 Berm Repair and Upgrades 

During March through October 2015, Western continued conducting repairs and 
upgrades to the containment berms surrounding Ponds 4, 5, 6, 7, and 7/8.  These 
repairs and upgrades included the following:
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1. Adding additional new fill material to the outside slopes of the containment 
berms;  

2. Shaping the berm slopes; and  
3. Building out the berm crest width; 

The fill material was taken from an on-site borrow area (see Figure 2) via scraper to 
the berm area under construction, placed in horizontal lifts, and compacted using 
the scraper and a sheep-foot vibratory roller.  Each soil lift was placed on a 
horizontal flat surface at a maximum depth of 8-inches loose, keyed into the existing 
berm slope, and compacted to a minimum of 95-percent (95%) of a standard 
Proctor.  A motor grader shaped the slopes as they were being constructed.   

Figures 5a, 5b, and 5b5c illustrate the pond limits and crest heights after the Phase
22015 upgrades and repairs were complete.  Figure 6b7b provides cross sections 
illustrating the limits where additional fill material was placed on the pond 
containment berms during 2015.  Photographs of the 2015 berm upgrade activities 
are included in Appendix A (Photos #7 through #14).

2.3 Geotechnical Work in 2015 

The following section describes the 2015 field investigation Western conducted at 
the Site to collect soil geotechnical material properties and determine the phreatic 
surface (i.e. water table surface) within the berms.  To accomplish this investigation, 
Western drilled four soil borings along the crest of Pond 7/8 and installed 11 drive 
points at various locations in the Pond 6 and Pond 7/8 berms.  Figure 7a illustrates 
the locations where soil borings and drive-point piezometers were installed. 

2.32.3.1 Soil Geotechnical Properties 

Geotechnical properties ofIn 2015 a soil sample was collected from the on-site 
borrow material used includearea and analyzed for geotechnical parameters which 
included the following:

1. Proctor values (i.e. laboratory maximum compaction and optimum water 
content); 

2. Classification; 

3. Sieve analysis (i.e. particle size gradation); 

4. Field density and moisture content tests; 

5. Permeability via flex-wall permeameter; 

The on-site borrow soil that was used to repair and improve the earth berms is 
classified as a silty to sandy clay.  Based on a flex-wall permeameter test, soil 
permeability for the borrow material is 1.9X9 X 10-7 cm/sec.  Appendix B contains 
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the laboratory results of the geotechnical tests conducted on the soil fill and borrow 
material. 

2.3.2 Pond 7/8 West Berm Soil Borings 

Western installed four soil borings along the west berm of Pond 7/8 as shown on 
Figure 7a and the boring logs in Appendix D.  The borings were conducted to 
visually examine the berm soil at various depths, collect soil samples for potential 
geotechnical analysis, and to locate the phreatic surface within the earth berm (if 
present).   

Characterization soil samples collected from the soil borings indicated a relatively 
uniform soil material (i.e. no significant changes in soil type) within each boring from 
the crest down to the final boring depth.  The berm fill soil was characterized as 
moist red silt and clay.  The native material was encountered around 12 feet deep 
and was characterized as lenses of gray fine sand overlaying a stiff wet red clay.  
Boring logs for these four soil borings are included in Appendix D. 
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Western evaluated and compared some historical borings advanced in December 
2000 to the borings advanced 2015.  During the December 2000 boring program 
(Appendix C), 3 borings were installed on the Pond 7/8 west berm.  The borings 
showed moist soil at depths ranging from 1 to 5 feet to final depth.  None of the 
borings advanced in Pond 7/8 during 2000 indicated wet soil or water.   

During the October 2015 boring program, the four borings indicated moist soil 
(indicative of the phreatic surface) at depths between 4 to 5 feet below the crest.  
Wet soil was observed at the berm fill/ native soil interface in three of the four 
borings.  Appendix D contains the logs for each boring in Pond 7/8. 

Soil classifications in the December 2000 Pond 7/8 boring logs correspond to 
classifications in the October 2015 boring logs.  The sandy layer encountered and 
described on the 2015 boring logs SB-8N and SB-8S, is at a depth of 11.5 to 12 feet 
below the current crest elevation.  This depth is consistent with the interface 
transition from berm fill material to native soil. 

2.3.3 Temporary Drive Point Piezometers 

In order to determine the phreatic surface within the Pond 6 and Pond 7/8 berms in 
2015, Western installed 11 temporary drive-point piezometers at locations shown on 
Figure 7a.   

Water levels (if present) were measured in the drive-point piezometers on three 
separate occasions since their installation.  The water level data is shown on the 
piezometer logs in Appendix E.  The drive-point piezometer logs also illustrate the 
phreatic surface.  The depth to moist soil in the October 2015 borings is similar to 
the depth of water in the nearest piezometer (4-feet to moist soil in the boring versus 
6.33-feet to water in the piezometer).  The water level collected from the piezometer 
reading was used to model the phreatic surface during the slope stability modeling, 
as the water elevation in the pond was deeper than the elevation where the moist 
soil was encountered. 

Note that piezometers installed at the toe of the berm slopes had screens that were 
close to the ground surface and therefore influenced by precipitation infiltration.  
Where precipitation infiltration was noted, the water level in that piezometer was not 
used for berm evaluation work. 

The temporary drive-point piezometers installed in the Pond 7/8 berms were 
abandoned during the ongoing berm improvement activities which continued into 
2016.  Western will install new piezometers with casings that preclude surface water 
infiltration into the piezometers.  A proposed piezometer installation and monitoring 
schedule is provided in Section 4.3 of this report.  Piezometer water level data will 
be collected monthly for three months and the data will be provided in the annual 
Facility-Wide Groundwater Report.   
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3.0 WORK COMPLETED IN 2016 

This section of the report describes the evaporation pond improvement work 
completed by Western during 2016.  Figures 6a, 6b, and 6c illustrate the pond limits 
and crest heights after the 2016 upgrades and repairs were complete.  Photographs 
of the work are included in Appendix A.  The 2016 repairs and upgrades included 
the following: 

1. Reworked and repaired the outer berms surrounding Ponds 11, 12A, and 
12B; 

2. Improved the Pond 9 north berm; 

3. Regraded the stormwater drainage channel between Pond 6 and Pond 9; 

4. Added fill material to buttress the Pond 7/8 west berm; 

3.1 Ponds 11, 12A, and 12B Outer Berms 

In 2016, Western reworked and repaired the soil material of the outer containment 
berms around Ponds 11, 12A, and 12B.  During routine pond inspections, Western 
noted that soils in the upper two to three feet of the Pond 11, 12A, and 12B outer 
berms needed to be repaired.  Figure 6a illustrates the 2016 repair work limits for 
Pond 11, 12A and 12B berms.  Photographs of this work are included in 
Appendix A. 

The 2016 repair work of the Pond 11, 12A, and 12B berms began by stripping 
vegetation from the upper three-feet of the berms.  From stations 36+00 to 28+00 
and 20+00 to 0+00, the upper 3 feet of soil was scraped from the berms and 
stockpiled at the toe of the slope where it was reworked and cleaned of any large 
pieces of wood or rocks.  This reworked soil was then replaced on the outer slopes 
of the berms to flatten the outer slope.  From stations 28+00 to 20+00, the upper 3 
feet of soil was removed and placed in the nearby borrow area for future use.  The 
removed soil could not be cast to the outer slope in this area as the berm is too 
close to the existing Land Treatment Unit.  

Clay soil from the on-site borrow area was then used to rebuild the upper three feet 
of the berms to their original crest elevations.  Prior to placing the first lift, the berm 
soil was scarified as appropriate, wetted, and then the borrow soil was placed in 
horizontal layers up to 8-inches thick.  Each lift was moisture conditioned and 
compacted to a minimum of 95-percent (95%) of a standard Proctor as outlined in 
the specifications.  The outer slopes were then graded meet the final design grades 
resulting in compacted and flatter outer slopes. 
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3.2 Pond 7/8 Berms 

In 2016, Western improved the Pond 7/8 berms from Station 68+95 to Station 41+00 
by adding fill material to buttress the outer slopes of the south and west berms.  
Figure 6a illustrates the 2016 repair work limits for Pond 7/8 berms.  Photographs of 
this work are included in Appendix A.   

Prior to beginning the improvement work, the west property line fence was 
temporarily removed and relocated to allow for construction vehicle access along 
the base of Pond 7/8 west berm.  The construction area along the base of the Pond 
7/8 outer slope was graded flat, scarified, and compacted.   

Geotextile fabric was then placed onto the prepared surface as outlined in the 
design documents.  Clay borrow soil was then placed in a horizontal layer on the 
geotextile fabric and compacted.  These soils were placed in maximum of 8-inch lifts 
which were keyed into the existing berm slope and compacted as outlined in the 
project specifications.   

Soil placement in uniform lifts continued until the outer slope was over-built and then 
graded back to the design grades.  When completed, the toe of the outer slope was 
located adjacent to the west property boundary line.  Once the berm improvement 
work was complete, the fence was relocated back to the property line and the 
disturbed area was restored by with seed and mulch. 

3.3 Pond 9 North Berm 

In 2016, the Pond 9 north berm was improved between Station 15+00 and Station 
36+00.  Figure 6c illustrates the work limits for Pond 9 completed in 2016.  
Photographs of this work are included in Appendix A. 

Prior to beginning the improvement work, the existing power lines were removed 
from the toe of the Pond 9 outer north berm.  Once the power lines were removed, 
the power poles were cut off at the base and removed.  The power poles were not 
dug out to avoid disturbing the soil at the toe of the berm. 

Once the area was cleared for improvements, soil deemed unacceptable to use as a 
base material was excavated and removed from the toe of the Pond 9 north berm 
outer slope.  This material was placed on the inside slope of Pond 9 north berm and 
compacted. Once the soil was removed from the toe of the outer slope, the area 
was graded flat and geotextile fabric was placed on the prepared surface as outlined 
in the design documents.    

Clay borrow soil was then placed in a horizontal layer on the geotextile fabric and 
compacted. These soils were placed in a maximum of 8-inch lifts which were keyed 
into the existing berm slope and compacted as outlined in the project specifications. 
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Soil was placed in uniform lifts and continued until the outer slope was graded to 
meet the original design grades.     

3.4 Stormwater Channel Improvements 

Non-contact stormwater is directed from the Site areas westward to the drainage 
channel between Pond 6 and Pond 9.  From here, the non-contact stormwater 
collects at retention ponds located west of Pond 6 and south of Pond 7/8.   

The stormwater channel between Pond 6 and Pond 9 was improved during the 
Pond 9 north berm work described in the previous section and shown on Figures 6b 
and 6c.  Non-contact stormwater flow is directed into the improved channel which is 
sloped to drain to the west side of Pond 6. 

During slope improvement work on the Pond 7/8 south berm, soil was placed 
between about Station 46+00 to about Station 49+00 south of the toe of the south 
berm.  This strip of soil will act as a buffer and deter erosion between the existing 
stormwater detention basin and the toe of Pond 7/8 south berm.   
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4.0 SLOPE STABILITY ANALYSIS 

The following sections describe the previous and planned numerical slope stability 
work for the evaporation pond berms.  Based on the uniform soil and earth berm 
construction, the previous numerical slope stability analysis used an arc slip-type 
slope stability evaluation (versus block or other type of failure analysis).  The 
resulting calculated Factor of Safety values were all greater than 1.0 in every 
analysis, indicating that the evaluated slopes are stable. 

2.44.1 2002 Geotechnical and Slope Stability Analysis 

In 2002, Precision Engineering, Inc. completed a geotechnical investigation as part 
of a slope stability analysis for the evaporation pond berms.  The investigation 
included 10 soil borings and 7 Dutch Cone soundings.  Soil samples and Shelby 
Tube samples were also collected from various strata throughout the investigation. 
Soil geotechnical properties derived from those samples (e.g. Western 
electedtriaxial shear strength, cohesion, internal angle of friction, and unit weights) 
were used for the slope stability analysis. 

A total of 13 cross-sections were evaluated for the 2002 slope stability analysis 
resulting in a Factor of Safety ranging from 2.5 to 10.  A summary of the 2002 soil 
geotechnical properties are included in Table 1.  Table 2 summarizes the results 
from the 2002 slope stability analysis.  A copy of the Precision Engineering Inc. 
report is included in Appendix C. 

The soil strength parameters used in the numerical analysis included the total stress 
parameters for cohesion (c) and the angle of internal friction, phi (Ø).  It is 
recognized that total stress strength parameters are appropriate for numerical slope 
stability analysis for end-of-construction analysis and for partially saturated soil.  
Based on historical and current soil borings, the soil in the berms is best categorized 
as partially saturated and therefore, the analysis method is considered appropriate.   

4.2 Planned Slope Stability Investigation 

In the original Summary Report, Evaporation Pond Repairs (December 2015), 
Western updated the 2002 numerical slope stability analysis.  For completeness, the 
slope stability work is now provided in Appendix F of this Revised Summary Report, 
Evaporation Pond Repairs.  Since the slopes on several evaporation ponds have 
already been changed, no adjustments to the 2015 updated numerical slope stability 
analysis have been made.  Changes to the numerical slope stability analysis will be 
made after additional soil properties have been obtained as described below.  

As described in Section 3 of this report, Western continued improving the earth 
berms in 2016 for evaporation ponds 7/8, 9, 11, 12A, 12B, and the stormwater 
channel between Pond 6 and Pond 9.  During this work, the temporary drive-point 
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piezometers installed to provide initial phreatic surface water levels in the earth 
berms, were abandoned.  Additionally, the outer slopes of the evaporation ponds 
identified above have been significantly improved.  Accordingly, the numerical slope 
stability work provided in 2015 will be updated with the current topography and 
updated phreatic water surface. 

The NMED comments on the 2015 updated slope stability analysis indicated that 
effective stress strength parameters should be used to evaluate the effects of 
additional fill material on the outer slopes.  NMED also indicated that more 
permanent piezometers should be installed in the outer downstream slopes of the 
berms. 

Western intends to install new piezometers in the outer slopes of the earth berms 
along cross-sections that will be used in an updated numerical slope stability 
analysis.  The new piezometers will be installed in borings with casings and 
bentonite seals above the screen interval to prevent surface water intrusion and 
interference.  Piezometers will be installed in borings at selected cross-sections in 
the following earth berms: 

 Pond 7/8 west berm 

 Pond 6 west berm 

 Pond 9 north berm 

The water levels will be recorded monthly and when stable (likely 3 months), the 
water levels will be incorporated into the updated numerical slope stability analysis.  
Afterward, the water levels in the piezometers will be measured as appropriate and 
the water level data reported in the Facility Wide Groundwater Report. 

Due to access constraints on the outer slopes, the borings for the piezometers will 
likely be hand-augured at each location.  Soil samples will be collected using a 
hand-drive sampler as needed in the hand-auger borings.   

The hand-auger will be used to advance a 4-inch diameter hole to depths required 
to install the new piezometer and collect the soil samples.  The hand-drive sampler 
has a barrel that holds brass sleeves for the soil samples.  The barrel is driven into 
the soil and then retrieved.   

The brass liners are extracted from the barrel, sealed using Teflon™ patches, 
plastic caps, and tape.  Each sleeve will be sealed in the field, labeled as required, 
and provided to a geotechnical laboratory for analysis.  Soil analysis is expected to 
include: 
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 Soil characterization and classification 

 West and dry unit weights with moisture content 

 Atterberg Limits 

 Sieve analysis 

 Effective stress strength parameters (c’ and Ø’) from a triaxial sheer test 
The soil data collected from this investigation will be used to update the numerical 
slope stability analysis.  The cross-sections used in the 2002 and 2015 slope 
stability work will be used in the updated slope stability evaluation, with minor 
adjustments to the locations to evaluate the critical cross section.  The following will 
be incorporated into the updated slope stability evaluation: 

 Morgenstern Price limit-equilibrium analysis via GeoStudio 2012; 

 Updated berm topography at slope stability cross-sections;  

 Updated phreatic surface based on newly installed piezometers; 

 Soil properties confirmed during the new geotechnical investigation; and 

 Effective stress soil strength parameters cohesion (c) and angle of internal 
friction, phi (Ø). 

The results will be prepared and submitted as an addendum to this report.  The 
results will include the following: 

 Description of the updated geotechnical parameters; 

 Figure identifying the location of the geotechnical samples; 

 Description of the slope stability work; 

 Discussion of the phreatic surface and its potential affect on slope stability; 

 Graphical output from the slope stability program; and  

 Tabulated factor of safety for each critical cross-section. 

4.3 Proposed Work Schedule 

Western intends to install the new piezometers in the appropriate locations by the 
end of Q4 2017.  Once the geotechnical report is available with the updated soil 
data described above, Western will prepare a revised numerical slope stability 
analysis.  Western expects this work to be complete by the end of Q2 2018 and an 
addendum report prepared and submitted by the end of Q3 2018. 
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5.0 ONGOING IMPROVEMENT WORK 

5.1 Water Use Reduction 

Western is continually improving operations at the evaporation ponds.  For example, 
Western has implemented several water saving measures at the process units to 
minimize the amount of water being routed to the evaporation ponds.  As of 
November 2015, the flow rate of water to the evaporation ponds is approximately 
150 gpm, down from the previous average of 340 gpm.   

Part of the work included minimizing the reverse osmosis (RO) reject water flow to 
Pond 2.  The majority of RO water is now directed to the cooling towers with the net 
effect of minimizing RO reject water to Pond 2. 

5.2 Additional Evaporation 

In 2014, Western added two additional evaporation blowers to improve evaporation 
rates at the ponds.  As shown on Figure 2, two blower units are located on the west 
berm of Pond 2 and the two newer blower units are located on the west berm of 
Pond 3.  

The evaporation blowers operate continuously during the peak evaporation season 
(about April through October) except when they are shut down for maintenance 
purposes or when the temperature makes evaporation inefficient.  Western is 
internally evaluating additional improvements to enhance evaporation at the ponds. 
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F-1 Updates to the 2002 Slope Stability Analysis 

In the original Summary Report, Evaporation Pond Repairs (December 2015), 
Western updated the 2002 numerical slope stability analysis using the following: 

 Morgenstern Price limit-equilibrium analysis via GeoStudio 2012 

 Updated berm topography at slope stability cross-sections  

 Updated phreatic surface based on temporary drive-point piezometers 

 Existing soil properties confirmed during 2015 geotechnical investigation 

 Existing total stress soil strength parameters cohesion (c) and angle of 
internal friction, phi (Ø) 

Based on the updated slope stability modeling, the earth berms remain stable 
against a circular slip-type failure with Factor of Safety values ranging from 4.7 to 
7.1. 

The soil strength parameters used in the numerical analysis included the total stress 
parameters for cohesion (c) and the angle of internal friction, phi (Ø).  It is 
recognized that total stress strength parameters are appropriate for numerical slope 
stability analysis for end-of-construction analysis and for partially saturated soil.  
Based on historical and current soil borings, the soil in the berms is best categorized 
as partially saturated and therefore, the analysis method is considered appropriate.   

Because significant berm improvement work was conducted since 2002, the 
configurations of the berms (i.e. berm crest widths and outer slopes) were different 
in many locations.  Additionally the pond water elevations have increased since 
2002.   

Accordingly, Western (via Hammon Enterprises Inc.) .  conducted an updated 
topographic land survey of the earth berms.  The updated topography was used to 
track the changes to the earth berms and create the cross-section geometry 
required for the updated slope stability analysis described in this section.  Figure 7b 
provides cross-sections that illustrate changes in the geometry of the earth berms 
with time and shows the current surface at the end of 2015.    

Prior to performing the updated slope stability analysis, Western conducted a field 
investigation to collect current soil geotechnical material properties and determine 
the phreatic surface (i.e. water table surface) within the berms.  The methods and 
results of this field investigation are described in Section 2.3 of this report.  

The model used to conduct the slope stability analysis was GeoStudio 2012 
produced by Geo-slope International.  Western used the limit-equilibrium analysis, 



Morgenstern-Price Method of Slices to analyze the numerical Factor of Safety for 
stability of the slopes.   

The soil material used in constructing and upgrading the earth berms is a uniform 
material.  Accordingly, Western numerically analyzed the slopes using an arc-type 
or circular slip-type of failure.  The output from the slope stability analysis provides a 
numerical Factor of Safety against a slope stability failure.  A Factor of Safety 
greater than 1.0 indicates that the slope is stable from a typical arc-type slope 
failure.  Based on previous slope stability work, the earth berms at the Site were 
stable against an arc- or circular slip-type failure with Factor of Safety values 
ranging from 2.5 to 10.   

The analysis was conducted using the program GeoStudio 2012 produced by Geo-
slope International.  The program uses limit-equilibrium analysis based on the 
Method of Slices to analyze the Factor of Safety for stability of the slopes.   

Based on the updated slope stability modeling, the earth berms remain stable 
against an arc-type failure with Factor of Safety values ranging from 4.7 to 7.1.  The 
sections below provide a discussion of the methods and soil values used in the 
updated slope stability modeling work. 

1.2.4.12002 Geotechnical and Slope Stability Work 

Precision Engineering, Inc. conducted a geotechnical analysis in 2002 which is 
included in Appendix C.  The site investigation conducted as part of that analysis 
included 10 soil borings and 7 Dutch Cone soundings.  Soil samples and Shelby 
Tube samples were collected from various strata throughout the investigation.  Soil 
geotechnical properties derived from those samples (e.g. triaxial shear strength, 
cohesion, and unit weights) were used in the slope stability analysis.  A summary of 
the soil geotechnical properties are included in Table 1.  A total of 13 cross-sections 
were evaluated for slope stability and the resulting Factor of Safety ranged from 2.5 
to 10.  Table 2 summarizes the results from the Precision Engineering Inc. report. 

1.2.4.22015 Geotechnical and Slope Stability Investigation 

The 2002 Precision Engineering, Inc. slope stability analysis was conducted prior to 
the recent repair work on the pond containment berms.  As shown on Figure 6b, the 
configurations of the berms (i.e. berm crest widths and outer slopes) were different 
in many locations in 2014 and 2015 due to the repair work, resulting in new slope 
cross-sections.  The new cross sections as well as higher water levels in the ponds 
were factored into the updated earth berm slope stability analysis.   
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Prior to performing the updated slope stability analysis, Western conducted a field 
investigation to evaluate current soil geotechnical material properties and to locate 
the phreatic surface (i.e. water table surface) within the berms.  To accomplish this 
work, Western drilled four soil borings along the crest of Pond 7/8 and installed 11 
drive points at various locations in Pond 6 and 7/8 berms.  Figure 6a illustrates the 
locations where soil borings and drive-point piezometers were installed.  The text 
below provides more detail on the boring and drive-point programs. 

1.2.4.3Pond 7/8 West Berm Soil Borings 

Western installed soil borings at four locations along the Pond 7/8 west berm at 
locations that correspond to cross-sections used in the slope stability analysis.  The 
borings were conducted to visually examine the berm soil at various depths, collect 
soil samples for potential geotechnical analysis, and to locate the phreatic surface 
within the earth berm (if present).   

Samples collected from the soil borings indicated a relatively uniform soil material 
(i.e. no significant changes in soil type) within each boring from the crest down to the 
final boring depth.  The berm fill soil was characterized as a red, silt to clay moist 
soil, until the native material was encountered around 12 feet deep.  Native material 
was characterized as gray fine sand overlaying a stiff wet red clay.  Boring logs for 
these four soil borings are included in Appendix D. 

1.2.4.4Drive Point Piezometers 

Western installed 11 drive-point piezometers at locations in the Pond 6 north and 
west berms, Pond 7 west berm, and Pond 8 south berm at locations that correspond 
to cross-sections used in the slope stability analysis.  The drive-point piezometers 
were installed to measure the phreatic surface (if present) within the earth berms.   

Water levels (if present) have been measured in the drive-point piezometers three 
times since installation (as of November 11, 2015) and that data is contained in the 
piezometer logs in Appendix E.  Due to the low permeability clay soil in the berms, 
as of December 2015, the water levels in the piezometers have not yet completely 
stabilized.  Western will continue to monitor the water levels in the piezometers as 
needed.  The drive-point piezometer logs also visually illustrate the location of the 
phreatic surface. 

1.2.4.5Slope Stability Modeling 

As discussed above, the geometry of the earth berms changed as a result of the 
earth berm repairs in 2014 and 2015.  F-2 Soil Characterization 
Properties 
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Soil characterizationAccordingly, Western (via Hammon Enterprises Inc.) conducted 
an updated land survey of the earth berms.  The updated topography was used to 
track the changes to the earth berms and create the cross-section geometry 
required for the current slope stability analysis described in this report.  Historic 
survey topography and the cross-sections used in the previous stability analysis 
were used to establish the historic cross-sections of the earth berms.  Figure 6b 
provides cross-sections that illustrate changes in the geometry of the earth berms 
with time and shows the current surface at the end of 2015. 

Soil properties from the previous investigation (Precision, 2002) were compared to 
the soil characterization properties from the 2014 and 2015 borrow and berm soil 
investigations.  The 2002 soil investigation results are consistent with the current 
geotechnical characterization data.  Accordingly, the previous soil investigation data 
were used in the current2015 slope stability analysis.   

Slope stability modeling data input includes soil type, unit weight, angle of internal 
friction (phi angle), shear strength, and cohesion values.  The 2002 data included 
triaxial sheer strength values and were classified into two categories: 

1. Berm material ranging from a depth of 5-7 feet; and  
2. Subgrade material ranging from 10-17 feet.   

This resulted in two sets of soil properties for the berm slope stability analysis:  

1. Berm material (unit weight 140 pcf, cohesion 720 psf, phi 8 degrees); and  
2. Native soil (unit weight 140 pcf, cohesion 1152 psf, phi 0 degrees).    

The phreatic surface used for the analysis was derived from current water level data 
measured in the drive-point piezometers installed along the cross sections of the 
berms.   

F-3 2015 Slope Stability Results
2.4.6
A Factor of Safety greater than 1.0 indicates that the slope is numerically stable 
from a typical arc-type slope failure.  Factors of Safety against a deep slip surface 
failure in the berms before and after repair work are shown on Table 3.   

Based on the slope stability modeling, the berms are stable against an arc-type 
failure with Factor of Safety values ranging from 4.5 to 7.1.  Note that the Factor of 
Safety from the previous investigation ranged from 2.5 to 10.  The change in the 
Factor of Safety values is largely the result of changes in the berm geometry and the 
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elevation of the water within the ponds.  Detailed results from the numerical slope 
stability modeling are included in Appendix Fbelow.



1.3 2016 PHASE 3 POND REPAIR AND UPGRADES 

Western plans to continue the ongoing repairs and upgrades to the evaporation 
ponds during 2016.  Planned work includes: 

1. Rework and repair the berm material on Ponds 11, 12A, and 12B as 
required; 

2. Improve the Pond 9 north berm; 

3. Regrade the stormwater drainage channel between Pond 6 and Pond 9; 

4. Improve the west berm along Pond 7 and Pond 8; 

1.3.1 Ponds 11, 12A, and 12B 

Western plans to rework and repair the material along the containment berms of 
Ponds 11, 12A, and 12B.  Figure 8 illustrates the design work limits for Ponds 11, 
12A, and 12B.  Western intends to complete this work in 2016. 

1.3.2 Pond 9 North Berm 

The Pond 9 north berm will also be reconstructed to improve integrity and involves 
adding fill material to the outer slopes of the Pond 9 north berm.  Figure 7a 
illustrates the design work limits for Pond 9 intended to be completed in 2016. 

1.3.3 Stormwater Channel Improvements 

Currently, non-contact stormwater is directed from the Refinery areas westward 
toward the drainage channel between Pond 6 and Pond 9 and exits at the west side 
of Ponds 6 and 9.  The portion of the stormwater channel between Pond 6 and Pond 
9 will be improved during the construction of the Pond 9 north berm.  Non-contact 
stormwater flow will be directed in an engineered channel sloped to drain and exit at 
the west side of Pond 6 and Pond 9.  From there, non-contact stormwater will flow 
toward the small retention pond located south of the south west corner of Pond 8.  
Figure 7b illustrates the design for this work.   

1.3.4 Ponds 7 and 8 West Berm 

Western is evaluating potential improvements to the Pond 7/8 west berm.  Potential 
improvement work may include adding fill material to the outer slope of the west 
berm.  Western intends to complete this evaluation in 2016. 



1.4 ONGOING IMPROVEMENT WORK 

4.1Water Use Reduction 

Western is continually improving operations at the evaporation ponds.  For example, 
Western has implemented several water saving measures at the process units to 
minimize water to the evaporation ponds.  As of November 2015, the flow rate of 
water to the evaporation ponds is about 150 gpm, down from a previous average of 
340 gpm.   

Part of the work included minimizing the reverse osmosis (RO) reject water flows to 
Pond 2.  The majority of RO water is now directed to the cooling towers with the net 
effect of minimizing RO reject water to Pond 2. 

4.2Additional Evaporation 

In 2014, Western added two additional evaporation blowers to improve evaporation 
rates at the ponds.  As shown on Figure 2, two blower units are located on the west 
berm of Pond 2 and the two newer blower units are located on the west berm of 
Pond 3.  Western is internally evaluating additional improvements to enhance 
evaporation at the ponds. 
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