























San Juan Basin
Regional Hy*-~ —gologic I~#~~—~*~~

The San Juan Basin region is notable both by its marked aridity and by a rugged topography of plains and valleys
interspersed by buttes, canyons and mesas. Its most striking features include Chaco Canyon (northwestern New
Mexico, between Farmington and Santa Fe) and Chacra Mesa. The climate of the region is arid, with average annual

rainfall about 10 inches in the central part of the basin and as low as 8 inches along the San Juan River west of
Farmington.

As the region gently increases in elevation in a southeasterly direction, the Basin's streams flow to the northwest,
eventually draining into the Colorado River (Fagan, 2005). Maximum relief in the New Mexico part of the basin is
approximately 6,580 feet, based on Mt. Taylor and the San Juan River comparative elevations.

The source of most water supplies in the San Juan Basin outside of certain municipalities is ground water obtained
from wells located in surficial valley-fill deposits. In some areas, these alluvium filled channels are principal
locations of discharge as well. Most recharge occurs from storm flow infiltration, but some contribution is made
from bedrock sources, especially in lower reaches. In certain upper reaches, these ephemeral stream channels may
be major sources of recharge to underlying bedrock aquifers. Drainage of irrigated lands also contributes a
significant recharge volume to the valley fill of the San Juan, Animas, and La Plata River valleys.

Regional uplift and resulting volcanism were accompanied by a regional dissection of the area by stream systems
that evolved into the present-day drainage pattern of superposed streams. Tributaries of the San Juan River that
contribute large quantities of water during storm flow events include Canyon Largo, Gallegos Canyon, Chaco River,

and the La Plata River. It should be noted that Canon Largo drains approximately 1700 square miles of the central
part of the basin.

Notable aquifers are the Ojo Alamo Sandstone , which yields as much as 30 gallons per minute of potable water
(Hale et al., 1965) and is identified as one of the major sources of drinking water in the region (Brown and Stone,
1979). Larger fractures found in the Fruitland coals and the presence of interbedded permeable sandstones make the
Fruitland formation in the northern part of the basin a significant water source as well. Water quality can vary
significantly across the region but is considered good from sources in river valleys and ephemeral streams, and
poorer in areas where there is influence from bedrock sources.

Groundwater is recharged along the Fruitland outcrops at the elevated margins to the west and northwest parts of the
basin, and lateral flow converges from the northeast and southeast toward upward discharge to the San Juan River
valley (Kaiser et al., 1994). The Fruitland and upper Pictured Cliffs sandstone aquif  are confined by the Kirtland
shale in the north, but poorly confined by the Kirtland shale near the central and southern portions of the basin.
Water from the Fruitland discharges in the western part of the basin and migrates upward across the Kirtland shale
into the Animas and San Juan Rivers (Stone et al., 1983).

In general, much of the recharge to aquifers in the New Mexico part of the basin occurs on the flanks of the Zuni,

Chuska, and Cebolleta Mountains and in high areas along the northern and northeastern basin margins, including
the San Juan Mountains of Colorado.
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New Mexico Office of the State Engineer

Wells Without Well Log Information

No wells found.

PLSS Search:
Section(s): 5 Township: 26N Range: 05W

The data is turnished by the NMOSE/ISC and is accepted by the recipient with the expressed understanding that the OSE/ISC make no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, usability, or suitability for any particut~- ~*--~~se of the data.
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