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October 16, 1974
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IN THE MATTER OF:

The hearing called by the 0il Conservation
Commission on its own motion to permit

Paul Haskins, Trustee and Continental
Casualty Company, and all other interested
parties to appear and show cause why the
Arthur Cain Well No. 1 should not be plugged
and abandoned.

CASE
5343

(PR W U W S

BEFORE: Richard L. Stamets, Examiner.

* TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING

APPEARANCES
For the New Mexico 0il Tom Derryberry, Esdq.
Conservat :on Commission: and
William Carr, Esq.
Legai Counsals for the Commission
State Land Office Building
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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CASE 5343
Page.... .3 ...

- MR. STAMETS: We will call next Case, 5343,
MR. Carr: Case 5343, in the matter of the hearing

called by the 0il Conservation Commission on its own motion

-3 to permit Paul Haskins, Trustee and Continental Casualty
Company, and all other interested parties to appear and show
cause why the Arthur Cain Well No. 1 should not be plugged
and abandoned in accordance Qith a Commission-approved
plugging program.

MR. STAMETS: Any appearances in this Case?

MR. DERRYBERRY: Y=2s, sir, I'm Tom Derryberry,
representing the Commission, and I have one witness who has

previously been sworn.

MR. STAMETS: Are there any other appearances?
The record will reflect that the witness has been sworn and

his gqualifications have been accepted.

CARL ULVOG
called as a witness, having been previously sworn, was
examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMIMNATION

Q Would you please state your name and position for
the record?
— A Carl Ulvog, Senior Petroleum Geologist for the
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0il Conservation Commission.
Q And, your position?
A I'm also 0il and €as Inspector for District 4, and

Geologist for the Geothexrmal Division.

Q Does District 4 include Harding County? 4
A Yes, it does.
Q Do your duties include making recommendations to

the Commission on plugging and abandonment of various wells
in District 42
A That's right.

Q Are you familiar with the subject matter of this

Case? :
3
A I am.
Q Would vou please recite for the record, the well

that is involved in this Case?

A Tes, this Case involves Lhie well known as the
Paul Haskins, Trustee as operator, Arthur Cain Well No. 1
located 1980 feet from the west line and 1660 feet from the
south line of Section 4, Township 15 North, Range 33 East,

Harding County.

0 Have you examined the well files for the well
involved?
—_ A Yes, I have,.
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Q And have you made an inspection of the site?

A I have inspected the well site.

Q Based upon your examination of the well files and

your inspection of the well site, would you give a brief
history of that well?

A Yes, the latest information in our file is a
C-103 Form which was received on July 29th, 1970. This
was a report of a casing test and cementing, at which time
the depth of 163 feet was reported. Now, a scout report
which, of course, I acquired from other sources, shows that

this well was temporarily abandoned at that depth, and this

was completed on February 2nd, 1971. That is not an official

repoxt, this is a scout report. Now, I inspected this
location on August 8th, 1974 and found the well site was
not leveled; the pits were not filled; there was no marker
or identification. The well casing itself could not be seen,
but two sides of what appeard to be a heavy, box-like wooden
frame was observed, which, of course, I presumed to be the
cellar because some of the soil had settled down in and sunk
below ground level. Now, I did not dig for the casing; I
assumed that it would be there if you dug down in to find
it. There were five joints of 10% inch casing laying right
close by, and other scraps of materials.

THE NYE REPORTING SERVICE
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Telephone calls to the operator's office phone on
May 2nd, May 27th, and June 1llth of this year were not re-
turned; he was not in; the message was left, and he d4id not
return my call. A registered letter mailed on August 16th
was received, but it was not answered. A memorandum was
sent out September 12th, apparently was recognized since a
Form C-103 was sent to this office signed with the operator‘d
name and it was received here September 1l6th. This is a
Notice of Intent to Abandon the location. Thare was no
other information given, so the implication being that the
well was not even drilled. That's all the information that
we have. Obviously the weil was drilled. How deep it is;
what sort of casing is in the hole, if any; what formation
was penetrated; what fluids were encountered, and so on, is
not known.

Q Has any commercial production ever been reported
from this well?

A No, sir.

Q Now, based on your inspection of the well records
and your inspection of the site, do you have any recommenda-
tions concerning the well?

A Zes, I would recormend that it ke properly plugged
and cbandoned with a marker installed as required by
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regulations.
Q Do you have anything further?
A That's all I have.
MR. DERRYBERRY: I have no further questions.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. STAMETS:

Q Based on your inspection did it appear that there
would potentially be fresh ground water in this area which
should be protected?

A There are water wells in the area; there are wind-
mills, water wells in the area. 1 discussed the matter with
the land owner, and he did not desire to take this over
and make a water well of it. He did not know whether they
had encountered water or not .

Q Then some sort of test will have to be made to
determine the actual depth of that well?

A That's right.

Q Before a proper plugging program can be devised?

A I could not locate -- well, I do not know who the
drilling contractor was; I krow that it was not the con-
tractor that was reported in the application for a permit
to drill; so I don't kncw who the drilling contractor is.
The land owner thought the well probably reached 2000 feet
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or thereabouts, that's all I know.
0 That's considerably deeper than this 163 feet
that we have reported?
A I would think so, yes.
MR. STAMETS: Any other questions of this witness?
You may be excused.
Is there anything further in this Case? We will take

the Case under advisement.
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CASE 5343

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) .
) Ss.
COUNTY OF SANTA FE )

I, SIDNEY F. MORRISH, Court Reporter, do hereby certify
that the foregoing and attached Transcript of Hearing before
the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission was reported by
me, and the same is a true and correct record of the said

proceedings, to the best of my knowledge,

AN

skill and ability.
)

Y {
L ‘ . :

A ;
[N R A 1
Cowy '//,Z(/ v ,;Z" _é{lijuf‘//_/é
SIDNEY F. MORRISH, Court Reporter

i do hereby certify that the Toreging S
1 coxplete record of the proceedings i

the Fxaminer hearing o Case No. 6'3.,

L1977

neard Ly me on. /0 7é& .
Mf ~...» Examines

‘New Mexico 0il Conservation Comzlssion
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BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO !

CASE NO. 5343
Order No. R-~4897

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED :
BY THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

ON ITS OWN MOTION TO PERMIT PAUL HASKINS,
TRUSTEE, AND CONTINENTAL CASUALTY COMPANY,
AND ALL OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES TO

APPEAR AND SHOW CAUSE WHY THE ARTHUR CAIN
WELL NO. 1, LOCATED IN UNIT R OF SECTION 4,
TOWNSHIP 15 NORTH, RANGE 33 EAST, HARDING
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, SHOULD NOT BE PLUGGED
AND ABANDONED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A
COMMISSION-APPROVED PLUGGING PROGRAM.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

BY THE COMMISSION:

This cause came on for hearing at 9 a.m. on October 16, 1974,
at Santa FPe, New Mexico, before Fxaminer Richard L. Stamets.

NOW, on this_ 29th day of October « 1974, the Commission,
a quorum being present, having considered the testimony, the
record, and the recommendations of the Examiner, and being fully
advised in the premises,

FINDS:

(1) That due public notice having been given as required
by law, the Commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the
subject matter thereof.

{¢) That Paul Haskins is the owner and operator of the
Arthur Cain Well No. 1, located in Unit N of Section 4, Township
15 North, Range 33 East, NMPM, Harding County, New Mexico.

N 2 - 22 - v b s B
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strata in which they are found, said Arthur Cain Well No. 1 ;
should be plugged and abandoned in accordance with a program i
approved by the Santa Fe District Office of the New Mexico 0il
Conservation Commission on or before February 1, 1975.

(4) That such plugging of the subject well will prevent
waste and will not violate correlative rights.

IT IS THEREFPORE ORDERED:

(1) That Paul Haskins, Trustee, and Continental Casualty
Company are hereby ordered £o plug and abandcn the Arthur Cain
Well No. 1, located in Unit N of Section 4, Township 15 North,
Range 33 East, NMPM, Harding County, New Mexico, on or hefore
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CASE NO. 5343
Order No. R-4897

February 1, 1975,

(2) That Paul Haskins, Trustee, and Continental Casualty
Company, prior to plugging and abandoning the above-described
well, shall obtain from the Santa Fe Office of the Commission,
a Commission-approved program for said plugging and abandoning,
and shall notify said Santa FPe Office of the date and hour
said work is to be commenced whereupon the Commission may, at
its option, witness such work.

L . (3) That jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the
Fe . entry of such further orders as the Commission may deem neces-
A N | sary.

ﬁ DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year herein-
i above designated.

B STATE OF NEW MEXICO
35 OTL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION

I. R. TRUJILLO, Chairman
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bocket. No. -7,

Dockets Nos. 0-74 and 31-74 are lentatively vel for hearin; on October 0 and
November 13, 1974. Applicatiocn for hearing must be t'iled at Least .2 duys in
advanee of hearing date.

ors

DOCKET: EXAMINER HEARING - WEDNESDAY - QCUOBER lo, 1974

9 A.M. - OIL CONSERVATION OMMISSION CONFERENCE ROOM,
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING - SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

The following cases will be heard before Richard L. Stamets, Examiner, or Daniel S.
Nutter, Alternate Examiner:

ALLOWABLE:

CASE 5304 :

(1) Conucideration of ihe allowable productioun of gas (rom seventeen
prorated pools in Lea, Eddy, Roosevelt, and Chaves Counties,
New Mexico, for November, 1974;

(2) Consideration of the allowable production of gas from five
prorated pools in San Juan, Rio Arriba, and Sandoval Counties,
New Mexi.co, for November, 1974.

(Continued from the September 4, 1974, Examiner Hearing)

In the matter of the hearing called by the 0il Conservation Commission
on its own motion to permit Mercury Production Cempany, American
Employers' Insurance Company and all other interested parties ito appear
and show cause why the Mercury State Well No. 1 located in Unit E of
Section 27, Township 10 South, Range 26 East, Chaves Couniy, New Mexico,
should not be plugged and abandoned in accordance with a Commission-
approved plupgging program.

{Continued from the September 18, 1974, Examiner Hearing)

CASE 4976:

In the matter of the hearing called by the il Conservation Commission
on its own motion to permit F1 Paso Natural Gas Company, United States
Fidelity and Guaranty Co., and all other interested parties to appear
and show cause why each of the following wells should not be plugged
and abandoned in accordance with a Commission-approved plugping program:

EPNG Ludwick Well No. 11, located in Unit B, Section 19,
Township 30 Nerth, Range 10 West, San Juar County,
New Mexico;

EPNG Rincon Unit Well No. 127, located in Unit A, Section 28,
Z

Towvnship 27 North, Range & West, Ric Arriba County, MNew
Mexico; and

EPNG Warren A Well No. 2, lceated in Unit A, Section 23, Town-
ship 28 Horth, Range 9 West, Jun Juoen County, Hew Llexico.

(Teopened) (Continued from the Getober 2, 1974, Fxaminer Hearing)

Ine the matier of Case No. 4976 belry reopened pursunnt Lo Lie provisions
of Order No. R-4638 to permit all cperators in Lthe Weot Parkway-Stroawn
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AY70 continued Crom Unpe 1)

and Wesl Parkway-Alcka Gnn Pools 1n Section 28, Township 19 South,
hange 29 tast, Eddy County, New Mexlco, wu appear end present evidence
to clearly establish the nature of the reservoirs, proper rates of
production for wells therein, and special rules therefor.

CASE 5313: (Continued and Readvertised )

Application of El1 Paso Natural Gas Company for downhole commingling,
San Juan County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause,

seeks approval for the downhole commingling of Aztec-Pictured Cliffs
and Blanco-Mesaverde production in the wellbore of its Ludwick Well

No. 11 located in Unit B of Section 19, Township 30 North, Range 10

West, San Juan County, New Mexico.

CASE 51338: Application of Amerada IHess Corrporation for salt water disposal, lea

County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks
authority to dispose of produced water into the Devonian formation
through the open-hole interval from 10,980 feet to 11,180 feet in its
State BTC Well No. 1, located in Unit N of Section 35, Township 11 South,
Range 33 East, Bagley Siluro-Devonian Pool, Les County, New Mexico.

CASE 5339: Application of John L. Cox for salt water disposal, Lea County, New

Mexico. Applicant in the above-styled causc, seeks authority to
dispose of produced salt water into the San Andres formation through
the open-hole interval from approximately 4989 feet tc 5017 feet in his
.5.M. Well No. 2, located in Unit H of Section 27, Township 9 South,
Range 37 East, West Sawyer-San Andres Pool, Lea County, New Mexico.

CASE 5340: Application of Atlantic Richfield Company for a dual completion, Eddy

County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks approval
for ihe dual compietion {cunventional) of itc Stote BR Well No, 1,

located in Unit K of Section 16, Township 21 South, Range 26 East,

Fddy County, New Mexico, in such a manner as to produce gas from an
undesignated Atoka gas pool through the tubing and gas from an undesigndted

over assembly.

CASE 5341: Application of Texas 0il & Gas Corporation for an unorthodox location,

Eddy County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks
approval for the unorthodcx location of its Williamson Fed. Well No. 3,
located 660 feel from the North line and 1980 feet from the Fast line of
Section 9, Tovnship 20 South, Range 29 PFast, NMPM, Burion ¥Flats-Morrow
Gas Pool, Eddy County, New Mexico, the E/2 of said Section 9 to be
dedicated to the well.

CASE 5342: TIn the matter of the hearing called by thce 0il Conservation Commission

on its own motion to permit Leon Davis, Fidelity and Leposit Company of
Maryland, and all other interested parties to appear and show cause why
the New Mexico State "Heart'" Well No. 1, located in Unit J of Section 16,
Township 14 North, Range 32 East, MMPM, Harding County, New Mexico, should
not be plugged and abandoned in accordance with a Commission-approved
plugging program.
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CASE 53432

CASE 5344:

CASE 5340

CASE 5346:

CASE %347:

<

- -

In the matter of the hearing called by the 0il Censervation Commission
on its own mwotion to permit Paul Hashins, Trustee and Continental
Casualty Company, and all other interested parties to appear and show
cause why the Arthur Cain Well No. 1, located in Unit N of Section 4,
Township 15 North, Range 33 Fast, Harding County, New Mexico, should
not be plugged and abandoned in accordance with a Commission-approved
plugging program.

In the matter of the hearing called by the 0il Conservation Commission
on its own motion to permit American Fuels Corporsiion and Aetna Casualty
and Surety Company, and all other interesied parties, to appear and show
cause why the following American Fuels Wells on the W-S Ranch in Colfax
County, New Mexico, should not be plugged and abandoned in accordance
with a Commission-approved plugging program:

NM-B Well No. 1, located in Unit G of Section 6, Township 30
North, Range 19 East; '

NM-B Well No. 2, located in Unit P of Section 16, Township 30
North, Range 18 East;

NM-B Well No. 4, located in Unit H of Section 18, Township 30
North, Range 18 East;

NM-B Well No. 5, located in Unit P of Section 30, Township 30
Nerth, Range 19 East; and

NM-B Well No. 10, located in Unit N of Section 24, Township 31
North, Range 19 East.

Application of Texaco, Inc. (or downhole commingling, Lea County, New
Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks approval for the
downhole commirgling of production from the Fusselman, Montoya, and
Ellenburger formations, North Justis Field, in the wellbore of its

G. L. Frwin "B" Fed. (NCT-2) Well No. 5, located in Unit P of Section
35, Township 24 South, Range 37 Easi, Lea County, New Mexico.

Application of Continental 0il Company for downhole commingling, Lea
County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks approval
for the downhole commingling of production {rom the Blinebry formation
and the Fast Warren-Drinkard Pcol in the wellbore of its Warren Unit

#ell No, 11, located in Unit A of Section 35, Township 20 South, Range

38 East, Lea County, lew lexico.

Application of Continental 0il Company for downhole commingling, Lea
County, New Mexico. Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks approval
for the downhole commingling of production from the West Warren-Blinebry
and East Skaggs-Drinkard Pools in the wellibore of its SEMU Berger Well

No. 21, located in Unit O of Sectiion 19, Township 20 Jouth, Range 38 East,
lea County, New lMexico.

L g K b ot AT e
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Application of Continentat Gl Company for downhole comming!ing, lLew
Countly, New Mexico. Applicant, in Lhe above-ciyled cauce, neeks
approval for the downhole commingling of produclion trom the Blinebry
and Drinkard Pools in the wellbores of its Ellioit B Well No. 6, located
in Unit J of Section 6, Township 22 South, Range 37 East, and its
Lockhart B-l Well No. 9, located in Unit [ of Section 1, Township 22
South, Range 36 East, both in Lea County, New Mexics.




OlL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 2088

SANTA FE NEW MEXICO 87501

October 3, 1974

Paul £. Haakins CERTIPIZD ~ RETURN
P.O. Box 4581 RECEIPT REQURSTED
Midland, Texas 79701

Continental Casualty Cowmpany
310 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago S, Illinois &0404

Re: mu Clin "11 RO, 1.
Unit N, Saction 4, Township
15 Rorth, Range 33 Zast,
iarding County. Pluggying Bond

Gentleman:

Enclosed is a copy of tha docket of ths Exasainer Hearing
t0 be held on Maidnesday, October 16, 1974, at 2:00 a.m. in the
Oil Conservation Commission Conference Boom, State Land Office
Building, Santa Fe, dew Hexico. Case 5343 concerns the subject
satter.

Very truly yours,

AALLIAM ¥, CARR

General Counsel

WPC/irx
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case 8.7 4/3 In the matter of the hearing called by the 0il

Conservation Conruss:.on on its own motion to permit
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Case No. 5343
Order No. R- :

. o, o raten 10 tre Otmlavn Which kq ’
(3) That in order to3gEgz;ﬁ;4aeJgiémiﬁnxnxx&reerre%aeﬁve
ace Gound,
“€rights said Arthur Cain Well No. 1 should be plugged and abandoned

"in accordance with a program approved by the Santa Fe District
‘Office of the New Mexico 0il Conservation Commission on or before
Zplrnvern [ (97 :

U I 4

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

i

0 7 ) 3
Spompany are hereby ordered to plug and abandon the Arthur Cain 3

§
i

B
i (1) That Paul Haskins, .Trustee, and Continental Casualty
i

-

i
§Well No. 1, located in Unit N of Section 4, Township 15 North,

‘ﬁange 33 E~st, NMPM, Harding County, New Mexico, on or before

_r%_uy_gzll (778~ -

(2) That Paul Haskins, Trustee, and Continental Casualty

ll

. fﬁk;u
and

%

(Y) Tlat Sued P
Cornlatun

i
I
;ﬁompany, prior to plugging and abandoning the above-described well,
?hall obtain from the Santa Fe 0Office of the Commission, a

i
it

|

E?ommission-approved program for said plugging and abandoning, and
;%hall notify said Santa Fe Office of the date and hour said work
E?S to be commenced whereupon the Commission may, at its option,
igitness such work.

(3) That jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the

?pntry of such further orders as the Commission may deem necessary.

it

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year hereinabove

iﬂesignated.




DRAFT

dr
/ BEFORE THE OIXIL, CONSERVATION COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

NE .
SE OF CONSIDERING: o~

)

CASE NO. 5343

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED BY THE Order No. R- 7242 ;
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION ON ITS OWN MOTION _,

TO PERMIT PAUL HASKINS, TRUSTEE,AND CONTINENTAL

CASUALTY COMPANY, AND ALL OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES TO

APPEAR AND SHOW CAUSE WHY THE ARTHUR CAIN WELL NO. 1,

LOCATED IN UNIT N OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP 15 NORTH, RANGE 33

EAST, HARDING COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, SHOULD NOT BE PLUGGED AND
ABANDONED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMMISSION-APPROVED PLUGGING PROGRAM.

g ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

BY THE COMMISSION:

| This cause came on for hearing at 9 a.m. on October 16 , 194
: at Santa Fe, New Maxico, before Examiner Ri€hd¥d L. Stamets .
NOW, on this _day of october » 1974 , the Commission,
a quorum being prasant,; having considered the testimony, the record,

and the recommendations of the Examiner, and being fully advised
in the premises,

FINDS:

(L) That due public notice having b2sn given as required by
law, the Commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the subject
mattar thereot.

(2) That Paul Haskins i3 the owner and operator of the

Arthur Cain Well No. 1, located in Unit N of Section 4, Township

15 North, Range 33 East, NMPM, Harding County, New Mexico.
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