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OlL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Dacember 17, 1954

Amerada Petroloum cOrporution
Box 312
MIDLAND, TBXAS

- Attention: lir. J. C. Blackwood

Centlemens

We attach a copy of Order R-554 issued by the 0Ll Conser-
vation gomission in' Case 764, which was heard upon your

oompany 8 ® plication at the reguhr Yotober 20 hearing in
Hobbs, New Hexico.

Vary truly yours,

w. Ba Hﬂoey

Secretary Dimctor
WRM:inr



J BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

| IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING

' CALLED BY THE OIL CONSERVATION
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF NEW
' MEXICO FOR THE PURPOSE OF ]
CONSIDERING:

‘CASE NO. 764
Order No. R-554

THE APPLICATION OF AMERADA PETROLEUM
CORPORATION FOR AUTHGRITY TO RECOMPLETE
AND OPERATE ITS PREVIOUSLY ABANDONED L.
COOPER WELL NO. 1, NW/4 NW/4 8ECTION 2,
TOWNSHIP 17 SOUTH, RANGE 38 EAST, NMPM, IN
THE KNOWLES POOL, LEA COUNTY, NEW MEXICO,
AS A SALT WATER DBPOSAL WELL, BY UTILIZING

| AR INJECTION ZONE IN THE SAN ANDRES FORMATION
AT A DEPTH OF 6220-6300 FEET.

A B Y LT e

ORDER OF THE COMMIBSION

BY THE COMMISSION:

e e P

This cause came on for hearing at 9 o'clock a. m. on October 20,
1954, at Hobbs, New Mexico, before the Oil Conservation Commission of
New Mexico, hereinafter referved te as the "Commission',

, o »
NOW, o thais /G day of Dece»tcy , 1954, the Com-
mission, a quarum being present, haviag fully considered the records and
testimony adduced and being fully advised in the premises, '

FINDS:

(1) That due notice of the time and place of hearing and the purpose
thereof having been given as required by law, the Commission bas jurisdiction
of this case and the subjesct matier thereof.

(2) That the applicant's L. Coeper Well No. 1, located in the NW/4
NW /4 Sectien 2, Township 17 Seuth, Range 38 East, Lea County, New
Mexice, in the Knowles Pool, was eoriginally drilled to 12,620 feet in the
Devonian formation, but was tmi unsconemical and was plaggcd and abandon?d.

(

~ (3) That water production in the Knowles Pool is increasing and
 becoming difficult to dispose of; that approximately 500 barrels of water per

i day is presently being produced and the estimated future rate is 5000 barrels
| per day; that the present method of disposal of salt water in open evaporation

| pits is inadequate

i (4) That the applicant has preusented to the Commission its plan

' for recompletion of said L. Cooper Well No. 1 as a salt water disposal well;
' that the recompletion plan and the manner and method of proposed salt water
. {njection are mechanically feasible and practical.

b {5) That the proposed mone of injection, from 6220 feet to 6500 5
" feat, is in the San Andres formation and is not productive of oil or gos. -




| o2
E‘ Order No, R<554

(6) That the injection of salt water at the interval and in the ,
manaer proposed will not result in waste or injury to correlative rights.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

(1) That the Amerada Petroleum Corporation be, and is hereby,
granted authority to recomplete its L. Cooper W._1t No. 1, NW/4 NW/4
Section 2, Township 17 Seuth, Range 38 East, NMPM, as a salt water
dispesal well, B

(2) That the applicant be, and is hereby 'raihd authority to
operats said well as o salt waler éispesal well, utllising an injection
interval of from 6220 te 6500'.

Nothing in this order shall be deemed or construed to relieve the
applicant frem liability to any persea, firm or corporation dus to damage
occecasioned by its salt water disposal eperations,

DONE at Saats Fe, New Mexico, oa the day 4nd year hersinabove
designated, ‘ ‘

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

/T el -

| ‘ EDWIN L. MECHEM, Chairman

E. 8. WALKER, Member

w -

W. B. MAGEY, )

ber and Secretary

ir
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AMERAD RO CORPOR, ’ o - ‘ v ” ' d

o s e Y
MIOLAND, TEXAS W
' FA QFFICT GCC

il ap o i oo c fdgust 28, 1954
Cpae 78 %

011 Conservation Commission
State of New Mexico
Sante Fe, New Mexico

Re: Application to Recomplete Amerada
L. Cooper No. 1, Knowles Pool,
Lea County, New Mexico, as a salt
water disposal well,

Gentlemen:

By this letter of applicatlon Amerada Petroleum Corporation wlshes .
to state the following:

A. That Amerada Petroleum Corporatlon L. Cooper No. 1, located in
the NW/L of the NW/4 of Section 2, Township 17-S, Range 38-E,
was completed as & dry hole in the Devonian Formation at-a total
depth of 12,620 ft on October 16, 1950. The attached Exhibit A
shows the locatlon of this well on the Amerada L. Cooper Lease
together with the location of all offset wells.

B. That water productlon in the Knowles Pool, in which the subject
well is located, is increasing and becoming difficult to dispose
of. The current rate of water production is 1,200 barrels per
day and the estimated maximum future rate is 5,000 barrels per
day 0

C. That Amerada Petroleum Corporation wishes to recomplete Amerada
Cooper No. 1, a plugged and abandoned well, in the manner nec-
essary to disoose of the Knowles Pool water production. The
proposed recompletion will be done in the following manner:

1. Drill out cement plugs to 6500 Tt and set a cement’ plug
in open hole at 6500 ft. _

2. Set 5 1/2" casing at 6220 ft and cement with 300 sacks.

3., Acidize open hole from 6220 ft to 6500 ft and complete
well for injection.

D. The proposed zone of injection, from 6220 ft to 6500 ft, is
in the San Andres formation and is not productive of o0il or gas.
A drill stem test in this zone recovered only salt water,

E. That the present method of disposalbof salt water in open
evaporation pits is inadequate.
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F. That the manner and method of the proposed injection is both
mechanically feasible and practical,

Therefore, Amerada Petroleum Corporation requests that the 0il
Conservation Commission set a certain day on which this application
may be heard and after said hearing grant permission to the applicant
to recomplete the subject well as a salt water disposal well in the
manner proposed in this application.

Respectfully submitted,

* AMERADA PETROLEUM CORPORATION

J4/C. Blackwood
JCB:vlh
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BEFORE THE

®il Conservation Commission

| SANTA Fe, New Mexico
Hobbs, New Mexico.
October 20, 1954

IN THE MATTER OF:

CA%E NG ‘f 761-. Regular Hearing

A
;oL

TR?\NSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

ADA DEARNLEY AND ASSOCIATES
; COURT REPORTERS
RooMs 105, 106, 107 EL CORTEZ BUILDING
. TELEPHONE 7-9546
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO




BEFORE THE o

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Hobbs, New Mexico
October 20, 1954
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IN THE MATTER OF:

The application of Amerada FPetroleum Corporas
tion for approval of a salt-water disposal -
project.

Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks
~authority to operate its previously abandoned
L. Cooper Well No. 1, NW/L, NW/L Sectién 2,

Township 17 South, Range 38 East, in the
Knowles Pool, Lea County, New Mexico, as a
salt-water disposal well, after drilling out
cement plugs and recompleting the well in
such manner that an injection zone may be
‘utilized in the San Andres formation at a

depth of 6220-6500 feet. '

Case No. 76k

ar w e an m % e W A @ e W e e e em @ s a m e @ = -

BEFORE ;
Honorable Edwin L. Mechem

Mr. E. S. (Johnny) Walker
Mr. William B. Macey

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING

MR. MACEY: The next case on the docket#is‘Case 761,

MR. WOODWARD: This is the application of Amerada for -
authority to Aispose of salt water in‘Cooper No. 1, located in thé
Knowles Field. | -

R. S. CHRISTIE,

‘called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, testified as

follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By MR. WOODWARD:

Q Mr. Christie, will you state your full name, please?

ADA DEARNLEY & ASSOCIATES
STENOTYPE REPORTERS
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
TELEPHONE 3-6691
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R. S. Christie.
Where do you live?
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

By whom employed and in what capacity?

o > O >

Amerada Petroleum Corporation“as an engineer.
Q Have you previously testified before this Commission in
your capacity as a pstroleum engineer, and as an expert witness? .

A Yes, I have.

Q Are the witness's qualifications accepted by the Commission?

'MR. MACEY: They are. |
‘Q Mr. Christie, Amerada's Exhibit A in Case 76k hés been
submitted to the Gommission. 'Are you familiar with that Exhibit?
| A Yes, sir.
Q Will you state what it shows, please?
A Exhibit A is a map of the Knowles Field, showing all the
producers and the dry holes, including the L. Cooper No. 1, which

is subject to this application.

Q As shown by Exhibit A, where is the injection well locatedy

A Tﬁe injecﬁfon well is in the northwest quarter of the
northwest quarterféf Section 2, Township 17 South, Range 38 East.

Q How was this well initially completed?

A The Cooper No. 1 was originally drilléd to the Devonian,
12,620 feet. It wa§ found uneconomical and was plugged and
abandoned.

‘Q What is the source of the salt water that you propose to
inject into this well and approximately what volqme of injection
do you anticipate?

A At the present time we are producing approximately 500

N2

ADA DEARNLEY & ASSOCIATES
STENOTYPE REPORTERS
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
TELEPHONE 2-6691§
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barrels of water from the Devonian producefs, and we propose to

inject that amount at the present time. We anticipate that that

,v61ume will increase to perhaps as much as 5,000 barrels.

Q@ How do you propose to’recomplete this well as a salt-water
injection well?

A We propose to drill out the plugs that have been located
in the well for abandbﬁmeht; set another plug at approximately’
6,500’feet, run a sfring of five and a half casing down to 12,622
feet, or rather 6,220 feet, and cement it with 300 sacks. We will
then acidize the open hole between 6,220 and .the plug at 6,500,

and inject the salt water at that interval.

Q Ameradats Exhibit B haé been submitted to the‘CommiSSion.
Will you tell what it 'shows, please? :
A Exhibit'B is a Schlumbergen log of this Cooper No. 1, and
I ‘have indigated on the log the San Andres Formation and the zone
through which we are going to inject the water.
" MR. WOODWARD: Ameradat's Exhibits A and B are offered into
evidence. |
MR. MACEY: 1Is there objection to the introduction of
evidence of Ameradats Exhibits A and B in Case 764? If not ﬁhey
will be received. |
Q Yéu have stated that the San Andres is the formation throu
which you propose to inject this salt water?
A No, the San Andres does not produce oil in the Knowles
Field.
Q@ Will the injection of salt water,lby the method you have

proposed, result in any waste or injury to correlative rights?

g h

ADA DEARNLEY & ASSOCIATES
STENOTYPE REPORVERS
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
TELEPHONE 3-6691




"If no further questions of the witness, the witness may be excused.

A No.

MR; MACEY: Are there any fufther questions of the witness]

(Witness excused.)

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
o ss.
COUNTY OF BERNALILLO

—r B Y

I, ADA DEARNLEY, Court Reporter, do hereby certify that the
foregoing and attached transcript of proceedings before the New
Mexico 0Oil Conservation Commission at Hobbs, New Mexico, is é true

and correct record to the best of my knowledge, skill and ability.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have affixed my hand and notarial seal
this 5th day of November, 195k.

z) A

"Notary Public, Cour?t Reporter

My CbmmissionjExpires:
June 19, 1955

ADA DEARNLEY 8 ASSOCIATES
STENOTYPE REPORYERS
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO -
TELEPHONE 3-6691
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