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CASE 2708: Application of thz OCC

to permit HERSCHEL L. COPELAN to
appear regarding plugging of STATE
OF NEW MEXICO WELL NO. 1.
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OIL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION
F. 0. BOX 07i
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

January 11, 1963

Mr. M. L. Armsctrong

Supexvisor

District No. XI

0ili Conmexvativi: Commissicon
Drawer DD

Artesin, Neéew Maxico

Re; Hesrschel L. Copeian, M.D.,
Well Plugging, Chaves County,

Dear Mose:

1 DEVY yous ns=l Ztstice snar the DONALDG COMPRIIY Ladu

hirxed C. 0. Pulton to plug the Copelan wells. FPlease aavige
me vhen the plugging is completed.

I am tentatively placing this case in a susponse file

for Pebzruary 1, 1963. If the plugging is not completad by
that date, we probably should tike further action against

the bonding company.
Very truly yours,

JAMES M. DURRETT, Jr.,
Attorney

JMD/esx
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

January 7, 1963

Mr, M. L. Armatrong

ad mdn o d mde 1Seaenin wene d ava e
MHWOL &% W BSFLVQ-VL
0141 Conmervation Commission
bri_._r -

Artesia, Now Msnico

an, M.D.,

Ras Beraschel L. Copel
g ~ Chaves County,

Wall Plwggin
New Mexico

Dear Moge:

Order No. R~2379, isasued in Czse No. 2708, required
the Herschel I,. Copelan wells to be plugdad on or before
January 1, 1963. On December 10, 1962, I received a
letter from M. J. Hally, Assistant Superintendent, Claim
Despartmont, American Employers' Insurance Company, Boston,
Massachusetts, stating that they had recseived a copy of
my letter to them and a copy of the order requiring the
walle to be pluggsd. Thay stated they were giving the
matter thair attention. As of this date, we have raceived
ne further information concerning these walls.

Will you please check your records and adviss me as
to whother or not these wells have been plugged.

Very truly youra,

JAMES M. DURRETT, Jr.,
Attorney

JMD/esx




AMERICAN EMPLOYERS vz vancs courany

SAMUEL APPLETON BUILDING

110 Milk Street, Boston7, Massachusetts - ‘@,

FRANK J. CAREY
President I\

011 Conservation Commission %?9 ;

Post Office Box 871
Santa Fe, New Mexico

L 4

December 4, 1962

@Gentlemen:

CASE NUMBER 2708
ORDER NUMBER R2379

We have received copy of your letter dated November 29,
and copy of order of %he commission of November 28, 1962
requiring plugeging of certain wells set forih therein.

We note the original letter was direcied O our Arivesia
New Mexico Claim Department. This 1s having our attentiog,

’s. Very truly yours,

M. . /%J/{

Assistant Superintendent
Claim Department

HBP:bmp

THE EMPLOYERS’ GROUP MAN IS THE MAN WITH THE PLAN



OlIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. 0. BOX 871
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

November 29, 1962

Mz, Doyle Cole

Arteaia Claims Dezpartmant

Amexican Employars' Inzurance Company
P. O. BGax 437

Axtesia, New Mexico

xa23 Case No. 2708
Oorder ¥o. R-2379

Dear Mx, Cole:

I am anclosing herewith & certified copy of the above
order antered by the Commission on MNovember 28, 1962, re-
quiring plugging of the State of MNew Mexico Well Mo. 1
and the Pan Amsxrican sState Well No. 1, both located in
Secticm 27, Township 1l Ssouth, Range 27 East, NMPM, Chaves
County, Hew Mexico.

I also am, by copy of this letter, forwarding a
certified true copy of the above order to each of the

parties designated below.

Please note the alternative method of plugging author-
ised by the Commission in Paragraph 2 of the order,

Also, pleas2 contact Mrx. M. L. Armstrong, District
Superviscx, District 1II, 01l Conservation Commission,
Artesia, MNew Mexico, of the exact time and date plugging



OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O BOX 871
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO

e November 29, 1962

Nr. Doyle Cole

Artesia Claims Department

American Employers' Insurancs Company
Artesia, New Mexico

)
(f operations on each well are to commence in oxder that
i he may witnoss the sams,
oo '
) » Very truly yours,
AN
1 JAKES M. DURRETT, Jr.,
i; ;! Special Assiztant Attorney General
by
101
o JMD/ear
Enclosure
{h{: l\? _— [ " Y e a B e me ¥
fl J” e g NI G ATE e M WS Al FEeas e
= 18355 Malden Street
> H Northridge, California
E Joseph B. Copelan, Esqg.
‘ Abelet: and Copelan
nob Attorneys at law
W\ /] 9107 Wilshirxe Boulavard
\\,/ Beverly Hills, Califormnia

Mr. Frank Kirby-Smith
P. O. Box 1739

113 Kansasg sStreet

El Pesco, Texas

améyican Employers‘ Insurance Company
110 Milk Street
Bogton, Massachusetta

Mr. M. L. Armstrong

District Supervisor, District II
0il Conservation Commission
Drawer DD

Artasia, New Mexico




OiL CONSERVYATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE. NEW MEXiICO
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED IS A TRUE AND CORRECT
COPY OF ORDER NO. R-2379 ENTERED 1IN CASE NO, 2708 ON

ROVRSER 48, 196€2.
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L= A. L. PORTER. Jr..

¥ Secretary-Director
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' TO PERMIT HERSCHEL L. COPELAN AND ALL INTERESTED
. PARTIES TO APPEAR AND SHOW CAUSE WHY TEE STATE

OF NEW MEXICO WELL NO. 1, LOCATED 1980 FEET
. FROM THE SOUTH LINE AND 660 FEET FROM THE WEST :
- LINE OF SECTION 27. TOWMZHYP 11 50UTH, RANGE 2
| 27 BAST, NMPM, CHAVES COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, AND ‘

BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSIONM
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED BY THE
OIL CONSERVATIOM COMMISSION, ON IT8 OWN MOTION,

3
3
o
L
¥

THE PAN AMERICAN~STATE WELL NO. 1, LOCATED 330

. FEET FROM THE NORTH LINE ARD 1650 FEET FROM THE

- WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 27, JSHOULD NOT BRE
. PIUGGED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A COMMISSIOM-
- APRROVED PILUGGING PROGRAM.

CASE Ro. 2708
Oxdexr NO, R-2379

ORDER OF THE COMMISSIONM

Thi® cause came on for hearing at 9 o'clock a.m. on

i%ubveaber 20, 1962, at 3Janta Fe, New Mexicco, Lefore Elvis A. Utz,
© Examinar duly appointed by the 0il Conservation Commission of New

" Mexico, hereinafter referred to aa the "Commission, ™ in acco:danc:v
~with Rule 1214 of the Commission Rules and Regulations.

HOW. nm #hi~ 2007, Jay or Movamher, 10€2, {he CommiBsion,

& quorum being presant having conaidered the evidence and the

. recommondations of the Examiner, BElvis A. Utz, and being fully
. adviged in the premises,

FINDS: r
{1) That due public notice having been given as required by

Eélaw, the Commiassion has jurlsdiction of this cause and the suhjact‘
 matter therecf.

{2} That ihe state of New Mexico Well No., 1, located 1980

' feet from the South line and 660 feet from the West line of Sec~

~ tionp 27, Township 1l South, Range 27 East, NMPM. Chawes County,
. Niew Mexico, and the Pan American~itate Well be. 1, located 330

| faat from the Horth line and 1650 feet from tha Weat line of
" sald Section 27 are owned and operated by Herschel L. Copelan.

(3) That the two subject wells have besaen abandoned by the

’ioperator and have not been plugged in any manner.

{(4) That the =oubkicsi Welis are cauging oxr will cause waste

" and should be plugged in a manner which will confine permanently



~2—
CASE No. 2708 ;
Ordexr ¥o. R-2379 {

all oil, gas. and water in the separate strata originally contain-g
- ing them.

, (5) That both of the subject wells should be plugged in
_ accordance with the following minimum plugging requirements:

(1) sSet 235 sacks of cement at total depth.
{2} sSet 20 sacks of cement at 300 feat.
{3} set 5 sacks of cement as a surface pluyj.

(4) Fill intexvals between cement plugs with
mud weighing not less than ten pounds
pex gallon.

{5) Set in the surface plug a regulation
; steel marker not less than 4 inches in
; diameter and extending at least 4 feet i
_ shove mean ground lavel. %

That, as an alternative, the operator should be lllouedx
- pluq the subject wells in accordance with the following minimun|
;iplnqging requiremaents:

(1) Fill the bhole with cement from total
depth to the gurface.

5

g (9} 22t LG Vue surrace cement a regulation
' steel marker not less than 4 inches in
dismeter and extending at least 4 feet
adove mean ground lavel.

3 {1) That Bexschel L. Copelan is hereby ordered to plug the '
i State of New Mexico Well No. 1, located 1980 faet from the South
,lins and 660 fest from the West line of Section 27, Townehip 11
south, Range 27 EBast, MMPM, Chsves County, New Mexico, and the
Pua American~state Well RNo. 1, locatad 330 feet £xrom the North
: iine and 1630 faeet from the West line of said Section 27, in
?gaceordance with the following minimum plugging requirements:

(1) Set 25 sacks of cement at total depth.
(2) Set 20 sacks of cement at 300 feet.

(3) Set 5 secks of cement as & surface plug.
{4) Fil)l intervals between cement plugs with

mad weighing not less than ten pounds
per gallon.
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CASE No. 2708
Ordaxr NMo. R-2379

(3) sSet in the surface plug a regulation
steel marker not less than 4 inches in
diameter and extending at least 4 feet
above mean ground level.

: {2) That, as an alternative, Herachsl L. Copelan is heraby '
- suthorized to plug the two subject wells in accordance with the ﬁ
" following minimum plugging requirements:

(1) F1ill the hole with cement from total
depth to the surface.

(2) s5Set in the surface cement a regulation
steel marker not less than 4 incheo in
diameter and extziding at least 4 feet
apove mean ground level.

; (3) That +£he plugging of the two subject wells shall be

- complated on or before January 1, 1963, and that Hexschel L.

- Copelan saalil notify the District Supervisor, Districti 1IX, 01l
Conservation Comminsicon, Axtesiz, New Maxico, of the exact time

- amd date plugging operations on each well sxe to commence, ;

5 (4) That jurisdiction of this cause is retained for the 7

: entxy Of such fuyrther orxders as the Commiszion may deem necessary.:

- DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico. on thc Gay and year herein-
- above desianared,

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ;
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

)

S A ot
EDWIN L. MECHEK, Chairman 7
El a2 hen

= el
Lo -

5. WALKER, Nember (A
é) @/L v
A. L. PORTER, Jr., Me & Secgretary
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PAGE 2

— - S — :

\ BEFORE THE
e 0IL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
. Santa Fe, New Mexico
November 20, 19€2

EXAMINER HEARING

IN THE MATTER OF:

FARMINGTON, N, &
PHONE 325-11A2

)

S )
JS The hearing called by the 0il Conservation )}

' N Commission, on its own motion, to permit )
Eg Herschel L. Copelan and all intercste )
~ parties to appcar and show cause why the ) CASE 2708
EE State of New Mexico Well No. 1, located }
= 1980 #eet from the South linc and 660 feet )
) from the West line of Section 27, Town- )
D ship 11 South, Range 27 iast, Chaves )
E: County, New Mexico, and the Pan American- )

i = - State Well No. 1, lccated 330 feet from )
X 33 the North line and 1650 feet from the West )
> L8 line of said Section 27, should not be )
gg £y pilugged in accerdance with a Commission- )
oz 58 aperoved vlugging programe. )
P

8 ' Eg BEFORE: klvis A. Utz, LXaminer,

; F? TRANSCRIPT OF HEARIRG
peey
53 MR. UTZ: Case 2703.
§§ MR. DURRETT: In the matter of the hearing called by thg
=
Eg 0il Conservation Commission, on its own motion, to permit

Herschel L. Copelan and all interested parties to appear and show

ALBUQUERQUE, N, M,
PHONE 243 6691

£ i o

cause why the State of New Mexico Well No. 1, located 1930 feet

from the South line and 660 feet from the YWest line of Section 27,
Township 11 South, Range 27 East, Chaves County, New Mexico, and

the Pan American-State Well No. 1, located 330 feet from the
- _




PAGE 3

North line and 1650 feet from the West line of said Section 27,
should not be plugged in accordance with a Commission-approved
plugging program.

May the Examiner please, James Durrett on behalf of the

Commission and its staff, I will have one witness, Mr. M. L.

FARMINGTON, N, M
PHONE 325.1182

<
= Armstrong.
S MR. UTZ: Are there ather arpearanccs in this case?
N
Py
b %E You may proceed.
- S% (Witness sworn,)
, %g M. L. ARMSTRONG
-
gz iz called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, testified as
O 8
Q. g; follows:
DIRECT =XAMINATION
7s x
= BY MR. DURRETT:
=
E? Q Will you piease state your name and position for the
P
ES record?
. Eé A M. L. Armstrong, Supervisor of District 2 for the New
= s-
Eg :$ Hexico 0il Conservation Commission.
§: Q As a part of your official duties do you supervise the
o Z
30
i

plugging of wells and prescribed well-plugging programs in your
district?
A I do.

Q Are you familiar with the two wells that are the subject
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' (% 1

R REPORTING SERVICE, Inc.

-
4

DEARNLEY-MEL:

ALBUAUERQUE,

SANTA FE, N. M,

N. M,

FARMINGTON, N. M,

PHONE 325.111R2

PHONE 983.3971

PHONE 243.6691

PAGE L

of this case?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, refer to the official Commission file, if you need
to do so, to refresh your memory, and will you please state
whether or not these wells are located as described on this

docket and as advertised in this cause?

A They are.
Q Are these wells located within your district?
A Yes, sir.

MR. DURRETT: At this time T wonld like to ask the
Eyaminer to take administrative notice of the Affidavit of
Publication which is on file in the Commission files showing that

legal notice was given in the papers.,

Pille U143 1 11 LAAE AUNLHASLIAULYE IIOULILE Ul Sal.

Q (By Mr. Durrett} In your opinion are the two subject
wells now causing waste or likely to cause waste in the immediate
future if not properly plugged?

A That is right.

Q Do you base this opinion upon the possible damage to
the formations that have been penetrated by these two wells?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you have a recommended plugging program that you

would like to present to the Bxaminer at this time?




wed

DEARNLEY-MEIER REPORTING SERVICE, Inc.

ALBUQUERQUE, N, M,

FARMINGTON, N, ™,

SANTA FE, N. M.

182

PHONE 325.1

PHONE 983.3971

PRONE 243.669%1

PAGE 5

A Yes., I would like to have 25 sack cement plug at the

TQDO
MR, UTZ2: This is for both wells?
A Right, it will be the same on both wells,

.
ht’ S3iT e

MR. UTZ: A1l ri

M)

A 25 sack plug at T.D., 20 sack plug around 300 with
neavy mud between with a 5 sack plug at the top to hold the
regulation marker, Shall I say clean up all pits?

Q If you would like to. Do you also have an alternative
that you would like to recommend to the f£xaminer, Mr. Armstrong?

A Well, if tﬁey'd rather £ill these holes with cement

Just plumb full of cement, that will be okay.

Q That will Ve ine same for both wells?
A The same for both wells,
Q Do you recommend to the Examiner that the Commission

enter an order requiring these wells to be plugged immediately
in accordance with your program as you have set out here?
A I do.
FR. DURRETT: May the Examiner please, that will con-
clude the direct examination of this witness.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. UTZ:

Q Mr, Armstrong, what is the total deoth on these wells?
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A The State of New Mexice No. 1 T.D; is 1017, and on the
Pan American~State No. 1, T.D. is 1015.
MR. DURRETT: HMay the Examiner please, I would like to
ask the witness one more question.
MR., UTZ: You may proceed.

REDIRECT BXANLNATLION

BY MR, DURRETT:

Q I neglected to ask you on direct examination, so I
would like to ask vou at this time, do the official files of the
Commission reflect that both of thess wells are operated by
Herschel L. Copelan as advertised in this case?

A Yes.

MR. DURRETT: Thank you. I believe that will be all.
MR. UTZ: Any other questions of the witness? The
witness may be excused.
(Witness excused.)
MR, UTZ: Anyone have a statement in this? The case

will be taken under advisement,
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