
ZTATE OF NEW MEXICO
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE
IIEARING CALLED BY THE OIL
CONSERVATION COMMISSION FOR
THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING:

CASE NO. 10254
Order No. R-9463

GAS ALLOWABLES FOR THE PRORATED GAS
POOLS IN NEW MEXICO FOR APRIL THROUGH
SEPTEMBER, 1991.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

BY THE COMMISSION:

This cause came on for hearing at 9:00 a.m. on February 28, 1991,
at Santa Fe, New Mexico, before the Oil Conservation Commission of New
Mexico, hereinafter referred to as the "Commission".

NOW, on this 22nd day of March, 1991, the Commission, a
quorum being present, having considered the testimony presented and
the exhibits received at said hearing, and being fully advised in the
premises,

FINDS THAT:

(I) Due public notice having been given as required by law, the
Commission has jurisdiction of this cause and the subject matter thereof.

(2) This hearing was called for the purpose of accepting
nominations and other evidence and information to assist in determining
April through September, (Apr-Sep) 1991 gas allowables for the prorated
gas pools in New Mexico. Fourteen of the prorated gas pools are in Lea,
Eddy and Chaves Counties in Southeast New Mexico and the other four
prorated gas pools are in San Juan, Rio Arriba and Sandoval Counties in
Northwest New Mexico.

(3) Amendments to the Gas Proration Rules approved 
Commission Order No. R-8170-H in December 1990 provide for allowables
to be established for 6-month allocation periods beginning in April and
October of each year. The Apr-Sep 1991 allocation period will be the
first under the amended rules.

(4) Average monthly allowables for Apr-Sep, 1991 for each pool
should be based on monthly average individual pool sales for Apr-Sep
1990, with administrative adjustments where appropriate.
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(5) Oil Conservation Division personnel prepared Market Demand
and Allowable Determination Schedules for prorated gas pools in New
Mexico. These contained preliminary allowable estimates for the Apr-Sep
1991 period. Producers, purchasers, and transporters of gas were asked
to review these preliminary allowables and to participate in the February
28, 1991 hearing by providing information which would assist in arriving
at final allowable assignments.

(6) The prehminary allowable estimates were submitted at the
hearing as OCD Exhibits 1 and 2. These exhibits also eontalned
transporter nominations which had been received through February 27,
1991. Additional nominations were received at the hearing. The
nominations were somewhat less than the preliminary allowable estimates
in all but three Southeast New Mexico Pools. Nominations received at the
February 28 hearing are included on Exhibits 1 and 2, attached.

(7) OCD Exhibit No. 4 and testimony presented by the Director 
Natural Gas Programs shows that total gas production from New Mexico
has inereased during the last three years from 781.17 BCF in 1988 to
860.84 BCF in 1989 to 949.69 BCF in 1990. Total production in December
1990 exceeded 90 BCF. This was the best producing month in the past
three years.

(8) A Conoco witness testified in support of OCD’s allowable
determination procedure and presented exhibits to show that Conoco’s 9
non-marginal wells in the Eumont Pool will continue to produce at the 600
MCF per day minimum allowable rate approved for the Eumont Pool.

(9) A witness for Unoeal testified concerning Unocal’s review 
OCD’s allowable estimates and requested that additional non-marginal
allowable be assigned to three San Juan Basin Pools as follows:

Pool Additional Nor~ --Mar-gi*la] Total Nor1 --ga~-ginal
/~llow~it~lce Rt.~{luc~ste¢t hllowat}l¢-. ~ Rt-~quesl_e¢t

B~s i~1 Dak~*t~x 980 . 000 .~ . 735 . 000
]Rlanco Me,saver-de 8f~2 . OOO 7 , 953 . OOO

A Unocal exhibit was submitted to show that 65% of Unocal’s wells in the
Basin Dakota Pool would overproduce the OCD preliminary allowable for
Apr-Sep 1991.

(I0) A Meridian witness also presented testimony concerning the
OCD preliminary allowable estimates and requested that 1,000,000 MCF
per month be added to the Basin Dakota Pool allowable. Meridian
reviewed seven years of allowable and production history and determined
that OCD’s preliminary allowable estimate for the Basin Dakota pool is 16%
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below the historical average. The Meridian witness supported 0CD’s
preliminary estimates for the other San Juan Basin Pools and testified
that the OCD estimate for the Blanco Mesaverde Pool is within 2% of the
historical average.

(11) An Amoco representative appeared at the hearing and
suggested that Apr-Sep 1990 pool sales be used as Apr-Sep 1991 pool
allowables without adjustment. He pointed out that 0CD rules provide for
allowable adjustments during the allocation period if such adjustments are
needed.

(12) Based on data submitted by Unocal and Meridian, monthly
pool allowable for the Basin Dakota Pool should be increased by 500,000
MCF above the preliminary 0CD estimate.

(13) Recent production trends were reviewed in three Southeast
New Mexico pools following receipt of nominations which exceeded the
0CD preliminary allowable estimates. The review shows the following:

a v g- P~ol Av g . Pool P reli,nina~y allowaI,le
Sales Sales All~,wable Noms . W]C*ich Should

(3c-I . 89 C)¢~I.. 90-- Apr---Se~-I) 91 Apr--Sel) 91 Re Assigned
Pool .l-an - 90 .l~rl 91 Ale)r--Sop 91

2[ ]rl di~_~-]rl I~ liSi rl
Moc~’ow ~7 . 528 243 . 209 3 03 . 975 145 ~ OOO ] 45 . OOO

I nd ialrl Basin
!J¥} p¢)r P e]rl rl 3.134.201 3.489,854 2.925.197 3.6OO. OOO 3.000.000

All volumes ar’~} i-lver*age ~no]rlthly amounts in MCF.

The above data indicates that allowables should be increased to the amounts
shown in the last column. The higher allowables are based on increasing pool
sales, nominations, and recent producing rates for non-marginal wells.

(14) The Burton Flat Strawn and Monument McKee Ellenburger Pools were
not included in the preliminary allowable estimates because all wells in these
pools were classified as marginal throughout most of 1990. Currently only one
well in each pool appears to be capable of producing significant volumes.
Acreage allocation factors somewhat above indicated producing rates should be
established as shown below to provide a method for monitoring production from
the pools :

Burton Flat Strawn: F1 = 10,000 MCF per month
Monument McKee Ellenburger: F1 = 25,000 MCF per month

(15) The numbers of participating non-marginal acreage factors have
increased in three pools since the preliminary allowable estimates were
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developed. Monthly allowable adjustments as shown below should be added to
these pools to provide F1 and F2 factors approximately equal to the preliminary
estimates:

Jalmat 36,600 MCF
Blanco Mesaverde 100,000 MCF
Blanco P.C. South 2,000 MCF

(16) For the months of Apr-Sep 1991, the monthly allowable production 
be assigned to prorated gas pools in New Mexico should be determined by
assigning to marginal wells in each pool the average monthly amount of gas
produced by such wells during the period Oct-Dec 1990, and by assigning to
non-marginal wells the monthly volumes set out in Exhibit 1 (Market Demand
and Allowable Determination Schedule for April through September 1991,
Prorated Gas Pools - Southeast New Mexico) and Exhibit 2 (Market Demand and
Allowable Determination Schedule for April through September 1991, Prorated
Gas Pools - Northwest New Mexico). Exhibits 1 and 2 include the prehminary
allowable estimates developed by OCD as modified by Findings (12), (13), 
and (15) of this order.

(17) Under the provisions of Order No. R-8170-E, the Burton Flat-Morrow
Pool is unprorated until June, 1991 and the allowables and cumulative status to
be shown in the Apr-Sep 1991 proration schedule will be for record purposes
only and should not be considered as a limitation on the production and sale of
gas from any well in said pool. In order to evaluate the effect of that order
under the new rules and to avoid having the pool return to proration at the
middle of an allocation period, the pool should remain unprorated until October,
1991.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:

(i) For the months of Apr-Sep 1991, the monthly allowable production to 
assigned to prorated gas pools in New Mexico shall be determined by assigning
to marginal wells in each pool the average monthly amount of gas produced by
such wells during the period Oct-Dee 1990, and by assigning to non-marginal
wells the monthly volumes set out in Exhibit 1 (Market Demand and Allowable
Determination Schedule for April through September 1991, Prorated Gas Pools -
Southeast New Mexico) and Exhibit 2 (Market Demand and Allowable

Determination Schedule for April through September 1991, Prorated Gas Pools -
Northwest New Mexico). Exhibits 1 and 2 include the preliminary allowable

estimates developed by OCD as modified by Findings (12), (13), (14) and 
of this order.

(2) The Oil Conservation Division is hereby directed to prepare proration
schedules for the Apr-Sep 1991 allocation period in accordance with this order.
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The proration schedules shall allocate production among the gas wells in the
prorated gas pools for the period stated, in accordance with the Division Rules,
Regulations and Orders. Copies of this order shall be included in each
schedule.

(3) Decretory Paragraph (5) of Order No. R-8170-E is hereby superseded
and Case 9872 should be reopened at the first Examiner Hearing in September,
1991, for the purposes stated in said Order. The allowables shown for the
Burton Flat-Morrow Pool in the proration schedule shall be for record purposes
only and shall not be considered as a limitation of production and sale of gas in
any respect from the wells in said pool during this allocation period.

(4) Jurisdiction in this case is hereby retained for the entry of such
further orders as the Commission may deem necessary.

DONE AT Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and year hereinabove
designated.

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

NILLIAM W. WEISS, Member

GARY CARLSON. Mgi~ber
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