
[Sheldon L. Hitchcock]
[HSE Coordinator]

One Concho Center | 600 West Illinois Avenue | Midland, Texas 79701 | P 432.683.7443 | F 432.683.7441

December 20, 2018

Christina Hernandez 
Oil Conservation Division, District 1
1625 N. French Dr.
Hobbs, NM 88240

Ryan Mann
New Mexico State Land Office
2827 N. Dal Paso Suite 117
Hobbs, NM 88240

Closure Report
Condor State #002H
API#: 30-025-41025
RP#: 1RP-5116
DOR: June 30, 2018
GPS: 32.740326 -103.481736
Unit Letter C, Section 20, Township 18 South, Range 35 East 
Lea County, New Mexico 

Ms. Hernandez/Mr. Mann,

COG Operating, LLC (COG) is pleased to submit the following closure report in response to a 
release that occurred at the Condor State #002H. The release is located in Unit Letter C, Section 20, 
Township 18 South and Range 35 East in Eddy County, New Mexico. More specifically the latitude 
and longitude for the release are 32.740326 North and -103.481736 West.

BACKGROUND

The release was discovered on June 30, 2018. A C-141 initial report was submitted to the New 
Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD) and the New Mexico State Land Office (NMSLO). 
The initial C-141 is presented in Appendix III. A steel flowline developed a leak resulting in the 
release of approximately twenty (20) barrels (bbls) of oil and three (3) bbls of produced water. 
Vacuum trucks were utilized to recover approximately fifteen (15) bbls of oil and one (1) bbl of 
produced water. Remediation activities were conducted in accordance with the approved work plan.
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GROUNDWATER AND SITE RANKING

According New Mexico Office of the State Engineer groundwater in the project vicinity is 
approximately one hundred and fifty (150) feet below ground surface (BGS) (Appendix II). No 
water well or surface water was observed within one-thousand (1,000) feet of the release site. 
Therefore the site ranking for this release is zero (0) based on the following:

Depth to groundwater >100-feet
Distance to surface water body >1000-feet
Wellhead Protection Area >1000-feet

REMEDIAL ACTIONS

The impacted area was excavated to depths from two and one-half (2.5) feet and three (3) 
feet BGS. See site diagram in Appendix I. 

Confirmation soil samples were taken from the bottom and sidewalls of the excavated area.

All of the excavated material was hauled to an NMOCD approved solid waste disposal 
facility.

Upon receipt of analytical results confirming that all impacted soil above NMOCD RRAL’s 
was successfully removed the excavation was backfilled and contoured to match the 
surrounding location.
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CLOSURE REQUEST

COG Operating, LLC respectfully requests that the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division and the 
New Mexico State Land Office grant closure approval for the Condor State #002H incident that 
occurred on June 30, 2018.

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Sheldon L. Hitchcock
HSE Coordinator
slhitchcock@concho.com

Enclosed:

Appendix I: Site Diagram
Appendix II: Groundwater Data
Appendix III: Initial C-141 (Copy)
Appendix IV: Final C-141
Appendix V: Work Plan (Copy)
Appendix VI: Analytical Reports and Chain-of-Custody Forms
Appendix VII: Photographic Documentation
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New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
Water Column/Average Depth to Water

(In feet)
(quarters are 1=NW 2=NE 3=SW 4=SE)

(NAD83 UTM in meters)(quarters are smallest to largest)

(A CLW##### in the
POD suffix indicates the
POD has been replaced
& no longer serves a
water right file.)

O=orphaned,
C=the file is
closed)

(R=POD has
been replaced,

64

POD
Sub-

 XCounty
Water

Column
Q

Y
Depth
WaterPOD Number 416

Q
RngTwsSec

Depth
Well

Q
DistanceCode basin

3 64183535ELE 18SLL  03171 17 150 201703623734*3 572

150

150Maximum Depth:

Minimum Depth:

150 Average Depth to Water:

Record Count: 1

UTMNAD83 Radius Search (in meters):

Easting (X): Northing (Y): Radius:3623335 575642245

 feet

 feet

 feet

WATER COLUMN/ AVERAGE
DEPTH TO WATER

12/20/18 10:21 AM

The data is furnished by the NMOSE/ISC and is accepted by the recipient with the expressed understanding that the OSE/ISC make no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, usability, or suitability for any particular purpose of the data.

1Page 1 of

*UTM location was derived from PLSS - see Help
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
District III
1000 Rio Brazos Road, Aztec, NM 87410
District IV
1220 S. St. Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505

State of New Mexico
Energy Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 South St. Francis Dr.

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Form C-141
Revised April 3, 2017

Submit 1 Copy to appropriate District Office in 
accordance with 19.15.29 NMAC.

Release Notification and Corrective Action
OPERATOR                 Initial Report       Final Report

Name of Company: COG Operating, LLC (OGRID# 229137) Contact: Robert McNeill
Address: 600 West Illinois Avenue, Midland TX 79701 Telephone No.: 432-683-7443
Facility Name: Condor State #002H Facility Type: Flowline

Surface Owner: State Mineral Owner: State API No.: 30-025-41025

LOCATION OF RELEASE
Unit Letter

C
Section

20
Township

18S
Range

35E
Feet from the

60
North/South Line

North
Feet from the

2180 
East/West Line

West
County

Lea

Latitude: 32.7403831 Longitude: -103.4811935 NAD83

NATURE OF RELEASE
Type of Release: Oil and Produced Water Volume of Release:

20bbls Oil & 3bbls PW
Volume Recovered:
15bbls Oil & 1bbl PW

Source of Release: Flowline Date and Hour of Occurrence:
6/30/2018

Date and Hour of Discovery:
6/30/2018 9:00am

Was Immediate Notice Given?
                                                         Yes    No   Not Required

If YES, To Whom?
Oliva Yu-NMOCD
Ryan Mann-NMSLO

By Whom? Sheldon Hitchcock Date and Hour: 6/30/2018 9:16am
Was a Watercourse Reached?
                                                         Yes   No

If YES, Volume Impacting the Watercourse.

If a Watercourse was Impacted, Describe Fully.*

Describe Cause of Problem and Remedial Action Taken.*
A steel flowline from the well developed a leak resulting in the loss of approximately 20bbls Oil & 3bbls PW. The flowline will be repaired.

Describe Area Affected and Cleanup Action Taken.*

The fluid from the release impacted the pasture adjacent to location. COG will have the area evaluated and will submit a remediation work plan for 
approval prior to conducting any significant remediation activities. 

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to NMOCD rules and 
regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which may endanger 
public health or the environment.  The acceptance of a C-141 report by the NMOCD marked as "Final Report" does not relieve the operator of liability 
should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to ground water, surface water, human health 
or the environment.  In addition, NMOCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any other 
federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations.

Signature:

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION

Approved by Environmental Specialist:

Printed Name: Sheldon L. Hitchcock

Title: HSE Coordinator Approval Date: Expiration Date:

E-mail Address: slhitchcock@concho.com Conditions of Approval: Attached   

Date: 7/3/2018 Phone: 575-746-2010
* Attach Additional Sheets If Necessary

By Olivia Yu at 12:43 pm, Jul 05, 2018

7/5/2018

see attached directive

1RP-5116 nOY1818647322

pOY1818648968
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Each of the following items must be included in the closure report. 

Sheldon L. Hitchcock HSE Coordinator
12/20/2018

slhitchcock@concho.com 575-746-2010

Brittany Hall

12/2/2022

Environmental Specialist
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING AND REMEDIATION SERVICES

WORLD-WIDE ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALISTS

Based on the information included in this package and the NMOCD guidelines, the 
following remediation is proposed:

COG will excavate the spill area as depicted on the following site diagram. The leak 
area near SP1 (PURPLE shade on diagram) will be excavated to a depth of 3 feet. The 
leak area near SP2 and SP3 (BLUE shade on diagram) will be excavated to a depth of 
2.5 feet.

Bottom and sidewall confirmation samples will be collected at no greater than 50 ft. 
intervals.





ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING AND REMEDIATION SERVICES

WORLD-WIDE ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALISTS

New Mexico State Land Office 
Revegetation and Noxious Weed Management Plan 

COG – Condor State #002H 
Revegetation Plan 
 
Disturbed areas associated with the remediation efforts will be reseeded. If after one growing season, the 
vegetation has not taken hold, seeding may need to be repeated until revegetation is successful, as 
determined by the State Land Office. The seed will be spread by either using a hand-held broadcaster or 
tractor-mounted broadcaster and the area will be raked or dragged to cover the seed. If the seed will be 
broadcast, the pounds per acre will be double over the amount used by drill planting. 
 
The seed mixture will be the appropriate mixture for the specific site and planted in the required amounts of 
pounds pure live seed (PLS) per acre. Commercially sold seed will be either certified or registered and will not 
contain primary or secondary noxious weeds. 
 
Grasses: 
Sideoats grama  Vaughn, El Reno 4.0  F 
Blue grama   Lovington, Hachita 3.0  D 
Little bluestem  Pastura, Cimmaron 1.5  F 
Green sprangletop  VNS, Southern 1.0  D 
Plains bristlegrass  VNS, Southern 1.0  D 
 
Forbs: 
Firewheel (Gaillardia)  VNS, Southern 1.0  D 
 
Shrubs:  
Fourwing saltbush  Marana, Santa Rita 1.0  D 
Common winterfat  VNS, Southern 0.5  F 
 
 Total PLS/acre 13.0 
 
Noxious Weed Management Plan 
 
The site will be visited to assess the establishment of vegetative growth. Personnel performing the site visit 
will also look for the presence of noxious weeds at the site as indicated on the New Mexico Noxious Weeds 
List specified on the United States Department of Agriculture website. If a noxious weed is observed at the 
site, the NMSLO will be contacted to determine the most effective manner to eradicate it.







New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
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By Olivia Yu at 12:43 pm, Jul 05, 2018



  Each of the following items must be included in the plan. 

  Each of the following items must be confirmed as part of any request for deferral of remediation. 

 Cliff P. Brunson
Cliff P. Brunson for COG President

9/5/18
cbrunson@bbcinternational.com 575-397-6388
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APPENDIX VII



32.740208 -103.481716



32.740451 -103.481656



District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  163351

CONDITIONS
Operator:

COG OPERATING LLC
600 W Illinois Ave
Midland, TX 79701

OGRID:

229137
Action Number:

163351
Action Type:

[IMSD] Incident File Support Doc (ENV) (IMBNF)

CONDITIONS

Created
By

Condition Condition
Date

bhall Remediated area must comply with 19.15.29.13 NMAC upon plugging and abandonment. 12/2/2022


