
 

 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

11153 Aurora Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50322 

Phone: (515) 253-0830 

Fax: (515) 253-9592 

Via E-Permitting 

 

July 12, 2023 

File: 193709374 

 

 

Mr. Nelson Velez 

New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 

1220 South St. Francis Drive 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

 

RE: Well Closure and Site Restoration Activities 

 Miles Federal #1A Pit Site 

 NMOCD Incident No. nAUTOfAB000391 

 Right of Way Grant NMNM133850 

 

 

Dear Mr. Velez: 

 

On behalf of El Paso CGP Company, LLC (EPCGP), Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) 

has prepared this letter to document well closure and site restoration activities completed at 

the above-referenced site (Site).  The well closure activities were completed in response to 

the No Further Action (NFA) determination granted by the New Mexico Oil Conservation 

Division (NMOCD) in an email dated December 8, 2022(Attachment A).   

 

A notification of EPCGP’s intention to complete monitoring well abandonment and Site 

restoration activities was submitted to the United States Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

on February 10, 2023.  Stantec marked the wells to be abandoned and utility locate 

notifications were completed through New Mexico 811 prior to initiating the well 

abandonment activities. 

 

On, April 13, 2023, Yellowjacket Drilling Services (Yellowjacket) completed plugging and 

abandonment activities for the three site monitoring wells MW-1R, MW-2, and MW-3, under 

the supervision of Stantec. Yellowjacket abandoned the wells in accordance with the rules 

of the Office of the New Mexico State Engineer (NMOSE).  No representatives of the NMOCD, 

NMOSE, BLM, or other visitors were on-site during the well plugging and abandonment 

activities. 

 

Well plugging and abandonment activities consisted of plugging each well with 

bentonite-based grout to within three feet of the ground surface and cutting the well casing 

off at 1-foot below ground surface.  The remainder of the below and above ground well 

casing and the above-grade protective casings for the wells were removed from the Site for 

either recycling or disposal as construction debris.  The disturbed areas were subsequently 

regraded with hand tools to be compatible with the surrounding ground surface and 

reseeded. No fill soils were brought on-site for use in Site restoration. Photographic 

documentation of final site conditions is included as Attachment B. 
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An updated Site Map is included as Figure 1.  Copies of the completed Plugging Records, 

submitted to the NMOSE, are included as Attachment C. 

 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Joseph Wiley, of EPCGP, at (713) 420-3475, or me, if you have 

any questions or require additional information. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

 

 

 

Stephen R. Varsa 

Supervising Hydrogeologist 

Phone: (515) 251-1020 

Fax: (515) 253-9592 

steve.varsa@stantec.com 

 

/srv:leh 

Attachments: Figure 1 – Site Plan Map 

 Attachment A – NMOCD NFA Digital Letter 

 Attachment B – Photographic Log 

 Attachment C – NMOSE Plugging Records 

 

 

cc:   Joseph Wiley, EPCGP 

 Marjorie Brown, BLM (Grant NMNM133850) 
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 393­6161 Fax:(575) 393­0720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 748­1283 Fax:(575) 748­9720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 334­6178 Fax:(505) 334­6170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 476­3470 Fax:(505) 476­3462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  239065

CONDITIONS
Operator:

El Paso Natural Gas Company, L.L.C
1001 Louisiana Street
Houston, TX 77002

OGRID:

7046
Action Number:

239065
Action Type:

[UF­GWA] Ground Water Abatement (GROUND WATER ABATEMENT)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition
Date

michael.buchanan Received for the record. 8/9/2023


