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Closure Plan  
Chicken Hawk 21 ST Com 1
Temporary Pit 

Discussion of Onsite Fresh Water Storage

The proposed Temporary Pit will contain fresh water to be used during the completion 
portion of the Chicken Hawk 21 ST Com 1well, pursuant to the Pit Rule definition of 
“Onsite”. The disposal and closure activities will take place within the design footprint of 
the Temporary Pit. Proposed closure operations will be conducted in accordance with the 
Closure and Site Reclamation Requirements detailed in 19.15.17.13 NMAC. 

Closure Notice 

If planned activities deviate from this Closure Plan, an updated Closure Plan will be 
submitted to the Division for approval prior to initiating any closure activities. 

The Operator will notify the Bureau of Land Management at least 72 hours, but not more 
than one week, prior to any closure activities as per approved sundry Conditions of 
Approval. This notice will include the project name and location description. 

The Operator shall additionally notify the district office verbally and in writing at least 
72 hours, but not more than one week, prior to any closure operation. This noticed will 
include the Operator’s name and the location to be closed by unit letter, section, 
township, and range. 

Protocols and Procedures 

1. The Operator will remove all solids and liquids from the lined Temporary Pit and:
a. Dispose of the liquids in a division-approved facility

2. A five-point (minimum) composite sample will be collected from below the Pit liner
and sent to an accredited laboratory for analysis of the constituents listed in Table 2
of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.

a. If any concentration is higher than limits listed in Table 2, blending
calculations will be used to determine the amount of soil or non-waste
material needed to blend with the pit contents to achieve the Table 2 limit.
The mixing ratio of soil or non-waste material to pit contents shall not
exceed 3:1.

b. If all constituent concentrations are less than or equal to the parameters
listed in Table 2 of 19.15.17.13 NMAC, no mixing shall occur.
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3. The Operator will remove fencing and conduct blending operations, as required.
4. Cover materials will be installed as described in ‘Cover Design’ (below).
5. Following the implementation of the cover design, the Operator will revegetate the

area as outlined in ‘Reclamation and Revegetation’ (below).

Soil Cover Design 

After blending with non-waste containing, uncontaminated, earthen material, the Operator 
will cover the former Temporary Pit according to the following procedure. 

1. The walls of the former pit will be used to backfill the pit depression.  The
location will be contoured to allow for future compaction.

2. Either the background thickness of topsoil or 1-foot of suitable material to establish
vegetation at the site, whichever is greater, will be placed over the earthen fill.

3. The location will be recontoured to match the pre-disturbance topography and
prevent surface erosion and ponding.

4. The Operator will revegetate the area as described below in ‘Reclamation and
Revegetation’.

Closure Report 

1. Within 60 days of closure completion, the Operator will submit a closure report on
form C-144, with necessary attachments to document all closure activities
including sampling results, information required by 19.15.17 NMAC, a plot plan
including the exact location of the former pit, details of the cover design, and
photographs.

2. In the closure report, the Operator will certify that all information in the report and
attachments is correct and that the Operator has complied with all applicable
closure requirements and conditions specified in the approved closure plan.

3. A steel marker will be placed at the location per the requirements in Subsection F
of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.

Closure Timing 

This pit will be removed per 19.15.17.13 NMAC guidelines since it is no longer being 
used for pit activities. The pit was never registered under the previous Operator and 
we are just trying to bring the well up to compliance by registering and then closing 
the pit.
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Reclamation and Revegetation 

The Operator will reclaim the disturbed area to a safe and stable condition that existed 
prior to oil and gas operations and that blends with the surrounding undisturbed area. 
Areas with ongoing production or drilling operations will not be reclaimed as described 
herein, but will be stabilized and maintained to minimize dust and erosion 

For all areas relevant to the closure process that will not be used for production operations 
or future drilling, the Operator will: 

1. Replace topsoils and subsoils to their original relative positions and regrade the
area to achieve erosion control, long-term stability, preservation of surface water
flow patterns, and prevent ponding.

2. Notify the Division when the surface grading work is complete.
3. Reseed the area with an appropriate seed mix in the first favorable growing season

following closure. Reseeding and weed control measures will be taken, if
necessary.

4. Notify the Division when reclamation is complete: vegetative cover has been
established that reflects a life-form ratio of plus or minus 50 % of pre-disturbance
levels and a total percent plant cover of at least 70 % of pre-disturbance levels,
excluding noxious weeds.

Alternative to Closure in Place 

In the event the concentration of any contaminant in the contents, after mixing with soil 
or non-waste material, is higher than constituent concentrations shown in 19.15.17.13 
NMAC, then the waste shall be removed from the Temporary Pit and disposed of at one 
of the following Division approved off-site facilities. 

R360 Permian Basin, LLC  
4507 W. Carlsbad Hwy, Hobbs, NM 88240 

Lea Land
 MM 64 US HWY 62/180 
Carlsbad, NM
Permit No. WM-01-0035

Permit No. NM-01-0006 
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  142504

CONDITIONS
Operator:

Extex Operating Company
5065 Westheimer Road
Houston, TX 77056

OGRID:

330423
Action Number:

142504
Action Type:

[C144] Permanent Pit Plan (C144P)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition
Date

jburdine NMOCD has reviewed the Chicken Hawk 21 State Com 1, Application and Form C144 received on September 13, 2022, for the proposed Temporary Pit. The
operator shall close the Temporary Pit as described in the approved plan. The operator shall apply for a permit modification for any change to the plan.

9/14/2022


