
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Carlsbad Field Office 

620 East Greene Street 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 

575-234-5972

Conditions of Approval for Temporary Abandonment of Wells 

Definition: A temporarily abandoned well is a completion that is not capable of production in 
paying quantities, but which may have future value.  Pursuant to 43 CFR 3162.3-4 (c), no well 
may be temporarily abandoned for more than 30 days without the prior approval of the 
authorized officer. 

1. TA status will be effective for a period of up to one year from the date of sundry 
approval and can be renewed annually thereafter per IM NM-2016-017.

2. A bridge plug (CIBP) must be installed 50 to 100 feet above any open perforations or 
open hole. The CIBP must be capped with either a minimum of 25 sacks of cement if 
placed with tubing or 35 feet of cement if placed with a bailer. The top of the cement 
must be verified by tagging.

3. The wellbore must be filled with corrosion inhibited fluid and pressure tested to 500 psi. 
The casing shall be capable of holding this pressure for at least 30 minutes. If the well 
does not pass the casing integrity test, then the operator shall, within 30 days, submit a 
procedure to either repair the casing or to plug and abandon the well.

4. Contact the appropriate BLM office at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled Casing 
Integrity Test. For wells in Eddy County, 575-361-2822; Lea County 575-689-5981.

5. All downhole production/injection equipment (tubing, rods, etc.) shall be removed from 
the casing if it is not isolated by a packer.

6. A bradenhead test must be conducted. If the test indicates a problem, a remedial plan 
and time frame for remediation shall be submitted within ninety (90) days of the test.

7. Submit a subsequent Sundry Notice (Form 3160-5) with the following information:

a. A well bore diagram with all perforations, CIBP’s, and tops of cement on CIBP’s.

b. A description of the temporary abandonment procedure.

c. A clear copy or the original of the pressure test chart.
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  279115

CONDITIONS
Operator:

TAP ROCK OPERATING, LLC
523 Park Point Drive
Golden, CO 80401

OGRID:

372043
Action Number:

279115
Action Type:

[C103] Sub. Temporary Abandonment (C103U)

CONDITIONS

Created
By

Condition Condition Date

kfortner Like approval from BLM BLM usually allows only 1 year TA status 10/26/2023


