












Viles #1 

(I) Sec 30 – T29N – R11W 
San Juan County, NM 

 

BELOW GRADE TANK CLOSURE PLAN 
 

This plan will address the method, procedures, and protocols for closure of the below-grade tank (BGT) 
on the Robert D Chenault (Operator) Viles #1 well site pursuant to Subsection A of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.  As 
stipulated in Paragraph (1) of Subsection C of 19.15.17.13 NMAC, the Operator will not commence closure 
without first obtaining approval of the closure plan by New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD).  
If deviations from this plan are necessary, the Operator will request preapproval from the NMOCD Division 
District III office of any specific changes.  
 
General Closure Plan 
 
Notifications 

 
A)   The Operator shall notify the surface owner by certified mail, return receipt requested that it plans 

to close a BGT.  Notice given will be at least 72 hours in advanced, but not more than one week prior to 

any closure operation.  The notice shall include the well name, API number, and legal description of the 

location.  Evidence of mailing of the notice to the address of the surface owner shown in the county tax 

records demonstrates compliance with this requirement. 

B) The Operator shall notify the division District III office verbally and in writing at least 72 hours, but not 

more than one week, prior to any closure operation.  The notice shall include the Operators name and 

the location of the BGT to be closed by unit letter, section, township and range, along with the well 

name, number and API number. 

Protocols, Procedures and Disposal Facilities 

The Operator shall remove liquids and sludge from the BGT prior to implementing a closure method and 

dispose of the liquids and sludge in a NMOCD’s division-approved facility.  The facilities that may be used 

are: 

a. Basin Disposal, Permit NM-01-0005 (Liquids) 

b. Envirotech Inc Soil Remediation Facility, Permit NM-01-0011 (Solids and Sludge) 

 

The Operator shall remove the BGT and dispose of it in a NMOCD approved facility or recycle, reuse, or 

reclaim it in a manner that the NMOCD Division District III office approves. Documentation as to the final 

disposition of the removed BGT will be provided in the final closure report.  

The Operator shall remove any on-site equipment associated with a BGT. 

 

 

Confirmation Sampling 



 

The Operator shall test the soils beneath the BGT to determine whether a release has occurred.  The 

Operator shall collect at a minimum: a five (5) point composite sample to include any obvious stained or 

wet soils, or other evidence of a release under the BGT. The composite sample shall be collected under the 

BGT and analyzed for the constituents listed in Table 1 as required by Subparagraph (a) of Paragraph (3) 

of Subsection C of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.  Testing will be as indicated below in Table 1:   

 

Table  1 

Sampling and Closure Criteria for Soils Beneath the Below Grade Tank 

Depth below bottom of 
BGT to groundwater 
with groundwater less 
than 10,000 ppm TDS 

 
 

Constituent 

 
 

Testing Method 

 
 

Limit 

 Chloride US EPA 300.0 600 mg/Kg 

 Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons US EPA 418.1 100 mg/Kg 
          ≤50 feet Total BTEX US EPA 8021B 50 mg/Kg 

 Benzene US EPA 8021B 10 mg/Kg 

    

    
Notes:  mg/Kg = milligrams per Kilogram,  BTEX = benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, total xylenes, TDS = Total 

Dissolved Solids, ppm = parts per million 

If any contaminant concentration exceeds those standards set in Table 1, the Operator will acknowledge 

NMOCD’s position to require additional delineation upon review of the results.   The Operator will not 

proceed with any further closure activities until approval is first granted by NMOCD.  If it is determined 

that a release has occurred then the operator will comply with 19.15.29 NMAC and 19.15.30 NMAC as 

appropriate. 

Soil Backfill, Cover Design and Site Reclamation 

If sampling test results demonstrate that a release has not occurred or exceed the concentrations specified 

in Table 1, then the Operator shall backfill the excavation with non-waste containing, uncontaminated, 

earthen material.  The Operator shall reclaim the BGT location and all areas associated with the BGT a safe 

and stable condition that blends with the surrounding undisturbed area.  The Operator shall restore the 

impacted surface area to the condition that existed prior to oil and gas operations by placement of the soil 

cover as provided in Paragraph (2) of Subsection H of 19.15.17.13 NMAC, re-contour the BGT location and 

associated areas to a contour that approximates the original contour and blends with the surrounding 

topography.   Cover will be designed to prevent water ponding and to minimize erosion.  Topsoil will be 

placed to achieve erosion control, maintain long-term stability and preservation of surface water flow 

patterns.   

Revegetation will follow 19.15.17.13I (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5): 

Revegetation of the pit location and any associated access road(s) will be attempted during the first 

growing season after closure of the pit with seeding or planting of the disturbed areas.  Seeding will be 

accomplished by tilling/plowing on the contour whenever practical or by other division-approved 

methods.  Vegetative cover will be, at a minimum, 70% of the native perennial vegetative cover (un-

impacted by overgrazing, fire or other intrusion damaging to native vegetation), consisting of at least 



three native plant species, including at least one grass, but not including noxious weeds, and 

maintenance of that cover through two successive growing seasons.  During the two growing seasons 

that prove viability, there shall be no artificial irrigation of the vegetation. 

Seeding or planting will be repeated until it successfully achieves the required vegetative cover. 

When conditions are not favorable for the establishment of vegetation, such as periods of drought, it is 

understood that the division may allow sufficient time to delay seeding or planting until soil moisture 

conditions become favorable.  In addition, the division may require the operator to use additional 

cultural techniques such as mulching, fertilizing, irrigating, fencing or other practices. 

Notification will be given to the division District III office when seeding or planting has been successfully 

achieved. 

 

Closure Report 

Within 60 days of closure completion, the Operator shall submit a closure report on NMOCD’s form C-

144, and will include the following; 

a. necessary attachments to document all closure activities 

b.  sampling results 

c.  information required by 19.15.17 NMAC 

d.  details on back-filling, capping and covering, where applicable.  

The Operator shall certify that all information in the report and attachments is accurate, truthful, and 

compliant with all applicable closure requirements and conditions specified in the approved closure 

plan. 
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