
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED 

BY THE OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

 

APPLICATION OF COLGATE OPERATING, LLC 

FOR COMPULSORY POOLING 

EDDY COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. 

        Commission Case No. 21744 

Case Nos. 21629 

        Order No. R-21575 

        Order No. R-21575-A 

        Order No. R-21575-B 

 

PRE-HEARING STATEMENT FOR EVIDENTIARY HEARING 

 

 This Pre-hearing Statement is submitted by COLGATE OPERATING, LLC, by and 

through its undersigned counsel, Ernest L. Padilla, PADILLA LAW FIRM, P.A., as required by 

the Oil Conservation Commission. 

 

APPEARANCES OF PARTIES 

 

APPLICANT:      COLGATE OPERATING LLC 

 

ATTORNEY:      Ernest L. Padilla 

Padilla Law Firm, P.A. 

P.O. Box 2523 

        Santa Fe, NM  87504   

        (505) 988-7577 

        padillalawnm@outlook.com  

 

CIMAREX ENERGY CO. 

 

ATTORNEY:      Darin C. Savage 

        William E. Zimsky 

        Andrew D. Schill 

        ABADIE & SCHILL, PC 

        214 McKenzie Street 

        Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501 

        (970) 385-4401 

        darin@abadieschill.com 

        bill@abadieschill.com 

        andrew@abadieschill.com 
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OPPOSITION OR OTHER PARTY:   CIMAREX ENERGY CO. 

 

ATTORNEY:      Darin C. Savage 

        William E. Zimsky 

        Andrew D. Schill 

        ABADIE & SCHILL, PC 

        214 McKenzie Street 

        Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501 

        (970) 385-4401 

        darin@abadieschill.com 

        bill@abadieschill.com 

        andrew@abadieschill.com 

 

 

STATEMENT OF CASE 

APPLICANT: 

 

The issue in this case is whether Colgate made a good faith effort to join Cimarex Energy and its 

affiliate Magnum Hunter (“Cimarex”) in the drilling of the Meridian 3 Fed State Com 131H 

well. Cimarex contends that Colgate’s landman made material misrepresentation in his affidavit 

filled before the Division and that he did not make a good faith effort in seeking compulsory 

pooling of the Cimarex interest. Colgate made well proposals to working interest owners on July 

10, 2020.  On August 18, 2020, Cimarex landman, Mr. John Coffman reached out to Colgate’s 

landman, Mark Hajdik, and made inquiries about the well proposal.  On August 31, Mr. Hajdik 

responded to Coffman’s email. Mr. Coffman never responded.   

 

Cimarex has dropped the ball in this case by not responding to the August 31 email from Mr. 

Hajdik. Cimarex is an experienced company in regulatory matters and has handled many 

compulsory pooling cases before the Division   It dropped the ball again when it failed to 

properly handle notice of the hearing, and has admitted that it received the notice, but 

mishandled it.  These instances of negligence on the part of Cimarex are inexcusable and should 

not be characterized as lack of good faith by Cimarex. 

 

Colgate will rely on the land exhibits submitted at the Division hearing which was presented 

through affidavit. The evidence will show that Colgate made a well proposal to Cimarex    

  

OPPOSITION OR OTHER PARTY: 

 

PROPOSED EVIDENCE 

 

APPLICANT 

 

 WITNESSES    EST. TIME  EXHIBITS 

Name Title Est. time Exhibits 

Mark Hajdik Landman 20 minutes Approximately 6 
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OPPOSITION 

 

WITNESSES    EST. TIME   EXHIBITS 

 

PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

 

 

 

        PADILLA LAW FIRM, P.A. 

         

        /s/ Ernest L. Padilla 

        Ernest L. Padilla 
        Attorney for Colgate Operating, LLC 

        PO Box 2523 

        Santa Fe, New Mexico  87504 

        505-988-7577 

        padillalawnm@outlook.com 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I certify that on February 15, 2022, I served a copy of the foregoing pleading by 

electronic mail to: 

 

Darin C. Savage  darin@abadieschill.com 

  William E. Zimsky  bill@abadieschill.com 

  Andrew D. Schill  andrew@abadieschill.com 

  

        /s/ Ernest L. Padilla 

        Ernest L. Padilla 
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

QUESTIONS

Action  81907

QUESTIONS
Operator:

COLGATE OPERATING, LLC
300 North Marienfeld Street
Midland, TX 79701

OGRID:

371449
Action Number:

81907
Action Type:

[HEAR] Prehearing Statement (PREHEARING)

QUESTIONS

Testimony

Please assist us by provide the following information about your testimony.

Number of witnesses Not answered.

Testimony time (in minutes) Not answered.


