
From: Andrew Frazier
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 6:22:32 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Andrew Frazier
2525 e 16th st
Farmington, NM 87401-7607
frazierandrew328@gmail.com
505-306-3264

mailto:frazierandrew328@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: AveLinda Mascarenas
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:26:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

AveLinda Mascarenas
5 Rd 6067
Farmington, NM 87401
artista_1950@yahoo.com
505-598-5518

mailto:artista_1950@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: mysteries156@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Carol Quick
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 10:51:06 PM

[You don't often get email from mysteries156@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Carol Quick
720 El Paso Dr  Farmington, NM 87401-5539
mysteries156@yahoo.com

mailto:mysteries156@everyactioncustom.com
mailto:mysteries156@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Charles Goodmacher, Do Good LLC
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Cc: Charles Goodmacher
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Written Public Comment and Request to Speak Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 4:28:43 PM

You don't often get email from doingoodconsultant@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
Hello,

I am prepared to make zoom public comment Friday at 9 a.m., please confirm the slot is open
at that time. 

Please also accept this as a written comment from myself, Charles Goodmacher, Policy
Advisor for Healthy Climate New Mexico.
------------------------------------------------------------
The greatest threat to the health of New Mexicans is the continued failure of state
leaders to keep the oil and gas industry to it’s wonderful-sounding promises of being
“clean.”  If the industry, which is making record profits, will not be responsible for the
messes they create and the harms they cause our people through their pollution, then
It’s time the people of New Mexico make them do so, and to restore nature. Urgent,
state-wide changes must be made including the proposed new rules, which will lead to a
fairer and healthier New Mexico. 

Please adopt the proposed Rule. 

The Legislative Finance Committee found plugging to cost an average of $163,000 per well,
and some cost over $700,000. Because of outdated bonding rules, the public is left paying to
plug wells to prevent them from releasing toxins into the air and water. 

The existing Reclamation Fund is there for emergencies, not for corporations to rely on as a
backup plan when they walk away. If we don’t fix the bonding system now, the problem only
gets bigger. And more expensive. 

In the last five years, over $100 million in public funds–state and federal–has been spent to
clean up abandoned wells. We still face up to $1.6 billion in future cleanup costs. These
abandoned wells don’t just create financial risk, they’re dangerous. The methane and toxins
leak into the air and our groundwater, harming wildlife and public health, especially in rural
and Tribal communities and for employees who work for the industries. 

Respectfully submitted,

Charles Goodmacher, Policy Advisor, Healthy Climate New Mexico
-------------------------------------------
Thank you! 

mailto:doingoodconsultant@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
mailto:DoinGoodConsultant@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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From: seabird49@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Cheryl Byrd
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 5:57:12 PM

[You don't often get email from seabird49@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Cheryl Byrd
3201 Valencia Dr NE  Albuquerque, NM 87110-2552
seabird49@gmail.com

mailto:seabird49@everyactioncustom.com
mailto:seabird49@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Desideria Martinez Martinez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 9:39:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Desideria Martinez Martinez
p.o.box241
Tierra Amarilla, NM 87575
desideria@gmx.us
508-258-3678

mailto:desideria@gmx.us
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Eva Maria Räpple
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 Modernizing Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rukes in New Mexico
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 10:58:57 AM

You don't often get email from evamaria@raepple.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

To: Sheila Apodaca, Commission Clerk
Attn: New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission

Abandoned wells have the potential to leak toxins into soils, drinking water and the air, and can
sicken and kill wildlife. State data show a minimum of 600 abandoned oil and gas wells, with 4.400
being expected to require work in the near future. People’s health, water, land, and livelihoods are
at stake and ought to be protected. Common sense suggests that stronger rules, requiring sufficient
bonds for cleanup costs will provide relief and hinder harm. These rules ought to be fair for
everyone, compelling companies that gain or gained profits from these wells to be held responsible
for the cleanup costs. The future of soils, water, air ought to protected for now and future
generations by requiring responsible realistic commitments.  

Thank you,

Eva Maria Raepple

Santa Fe, New Mexico

mailto:evamaria@raepple.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Jacqueline G Roquemore
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 9:39:40 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jacqueline G Roquemore
8 rd 3306
Aztec, NM 87410
icecream2scoop@gmail.com
505-543-0071

mailto:icecream2scoop@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Jean Stevens
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oil Companies Must Clean Up Polluted Mess
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 2:46:57 PM

[You don't often get email from jeanstevens@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Shiela Apodaca,

I have lived in Ranchos de Taos for over 35 years.  I am quite worried about the legacy waste from the oil
companies in New Mexico.

Citizens and the natural wildlife already have limited resources for survival due to the ongoing drought and wildfires
in NM due to climate change.

There are around 700 legacy wells in NM and all the wells need to be cleaned up now for the safety and quality of
life of all biodiversity and the future of the children in NM which is already rated the worst for children nationally.

We must make sure the legacy waste dos not enter the water table.  Look at the Rio Grande and all the rivers low
flow due to the drought.  We must preserve what we have for the health of all!

We must invest in more renewables which do not affect the water resources in NM.

Please respect our precious natural resources and future generations of New Mexicans.

Sincerely,
Jean E Stevens, MFA
Retired NM educator
PO Box 1212
Ranchos de Taos
New Mexico, 87557

Sent from my iPad

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Jerry Cowan
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 6:22:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jerry Cowan
3701 West Monument Hwy
Hobbs, NM 88265
jcowan@diversifiedfsi.com
575-631-6239

mailto:jcowan@diversifiedfsi.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Kee Norberto
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 8:39:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kee Norberto
HC79 Box 1523
Cuba, NM 87013
norbertok16@gmail.com
505-701-4280

mailto:norbertok16@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Possin, Kevin E
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OCC Recommendations
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 12:17:57 PM

You don't often get email from kpossin@winona.edu. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
Please revise regulations so that the fossil fuel industry pays for ALL cleanup and damages
from their production.

Thank you,

********************************
Kevin Possin
President, Association for Informal Logic and Critical Thinking
Professor Emeritus
Department of Philosophy
Winona State University
The Critical Thinking Lab
Santa Fe, NM 87506  
USA
507.459.6689

mailto:kpossin@winona.edu
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Laura Held
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:24:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Laura Held
23 Rd 3074
Aztec, NM 87410
bznznoneya@yahoo.com
505-555-6236

mailto:bznznoneya@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Laura Vickers
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 6:37:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Laura Vickers
2810 ladera drive
Farmington, NM 87401-3332
rebelteacher1969@gmail.com
505-979-0508

mailto:rebelteacher1969@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Michael Allan
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 9:39:40 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Michael Allan
1510 Wind Lane
Las Cruces, NM 88007-5589
Frederickm.allan@gmail.com
208-964-6339

mailto:Frederickm.allan@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Nick Knorr
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CASE NO. 24683
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 1:20:08 PM

You don't often get email from nicholasknorr@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
I urge the Commission to rule in favor of the Applicants to ensure that oil and gas operators pay the full cost of their
operations, including the remediation of retired wells (plugging, etc.).--
Nick Knorr
505-506-0243

mailto:nicholasknorr@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: pamelatauer@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Pamela Tauer
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 2:13:07 PM

[You don't often get email from pamelatauer@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from
seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update

1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,
Pamela Tauer
PO Box 1165  Ruidoso, NM 88355-1165
pamelatauer@hotmail.com

mailto:pamelatauer@everyactioncustom.com
mailto:pamelatauer@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: pgnm
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oil and Gas cleanup on wells
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 1:01:38 PM

You don't often get email from pgnm@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

If we let companies drill here in N.M., then the companies need to pay for all clean up for the
wells afterwards. Bonds need to be put up for each well with money ahead of time. We all
know how Exon lied about the damage to our climate to get money out of all oil wells.
I have asthma. I need clean air to breathe.  These put out contaminated that lower the air
quality.  I feel the pollution in my lungs going up to ABQ to hike on polluted days.
These  rules  enforce compliance to protect our health.
Sincerely, Pat Duncan

Sent from Samsung Galaxy smartphone.

mailto:pgnm@comcast.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Wisdom Wave
To: Apodaca, Sheila, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PUBLIC COMMENT Upgrade contracts with Oil and gas
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 2:17:46 PM

[You don't often get email from wisdomwave80@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Please create better responsible  agreements and rules requiring the oil and gas companies pay to plug their own
wells AND clean up their produced water .
NM vital natural resources are not to be used for private profit at the expense of the public!
Even other states have better agreements than does New Mexico.

Patricia Brown phd

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:wisdomwave80@gmail.com
mailto:Sheila.Apodaca@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Robert Grant
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case File No.24683.
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 11:51:37 AM

[You don't often get email from robertegrant1115@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Hi,
The proposed revisions to the required bonds for oil and gas companies prior to drilling wells in NM should be
enacted. The bond should be at a minimum an amount sufficient to cover the average cost of well capping and
cleanup,  plus it should be charged per well not per company.

Thank you
Robert Grant
1115 Calle Fuerte NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113
919-593-2710

mailto:robertegrant1115@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Scott Lewis
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 8:39:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Scott Lewis
1030 Agua Fria St.
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2434
scott@c-interiors.net
505-920-4755

mailto:scott@c-interiors.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sonia Gomez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 8:24:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sonia Gomez
221 Damson St.
Hagerman, NM 88232-9611
grannygomez@gmail.com
575-840-9553

mailto:grannygomez@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Susan Gorman
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oil and Gas Bonding Reform
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 1:51:58 PM

        You don't often get email from susangorman1945@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
<https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification> 
       
CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.
My name is Susan Gorman, 2222 Uptown Loop NE Apt 5207. My partner and I are long time New Mexico
residents. We moved here from Los Angeles, thinking we would find clean air and pristine wildlands for camping
and hiking. Now, we’re not so sure.

It’s impossible to comprehend that oil and gas companies take the wealth from New Mexico and then run away
leaving the taxpayers to clean up their mess. If taxpayers don’t clean up this polluting mess, we suffer from impacts
to everyone’s health due to polluted air, land and water. This is unconscionable! It’s essential to require a sufficient
bond. That is why I am speaking today.

mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Teresa Seamster
To: Sheila Apodaca; Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on Case 24683
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 2:33:32 PM
Attachments: Oil Conservation Commission comment 20-21-25.pdf

You don't often get email from ctc.seamster@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
Hello Sheila,
Please accept these written comments on behalf of the Counselor Chapter Health Impact
Assessment Committee in support of the proposed rule changes to oil and gas bonding and
clean up requirements.
If delivered in person, the comments run about 3 minutes as long as the commissioners have
the written version with the well proximity map and ATSDR toxins list to refer to.
I can appear and give oral testimony next week and provide copies for the commissioners if
you cannot accept these comments as presented.

Thank you,

Teresa

Teresa Seamster, MS EDS
Counselor Chapter Health Impact Assessment Committee
505.466.8964
ctc.seamster@gmail.com
 

mailto:ctc.seamster@gmail.com
mailto:sheila.apodaca@emnrd.us.gov
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:ctc.seamster@gmail.com
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Oil Conservation Commission 
Pecos Hall, Wendell Chino Building 
1220 South St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 


October 23, 2025 
 


VIA EMAIL: Sheila Apodaca, Commission Clerk: occ.hearings@emnrd.nm.gov 
 
CASE NO. 24683 Bonding and Cleanup Rules for Oil and Gas operations 
 
Dear Members of the Oil Conservation Commission: 
 
As an author of the Health Impact Assessment of Oil Drilling Operations in the Navajo Nation 
area of Counselor, Torreon and Ojo Encino Chapters (January 15, 2020), I request that the Oil 
Conservation Commission examine the medical impacts of oil well abandonment as potent 
reasons for requiring higher levels of bonding and cleanup of defunct oil wells. 
 
The medical data available on a) oil field workers’ health, b) illnesses of community members 
living in proximity to marginal or unplugged abandoned oil wells, and c) impacts of oil well 
emissions on neonatal development and childhood asthma is a mixture of under reporting, non-
specific statistics on respiratory hospitalizations and work-related accidents, and several “cancer-
risk” assessments based on one’s proximity to wells, compressor stations or refineries.  
 
Fig. 1: A closer look at “frontline” community proximity to oil well emissions (Yellow dots=homes) 
exposes the continuous harmful exposure that inadequate industry regulation has caused in NM.  


 


(2017 Heat emissions overlay mapping provided by Brandon Velivis, Economic Development Coordinator, Ojo Encino Chapter) 
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Please review the multiple harms caused by repeated exposure to the known chemical 
compounds, biocides and toxic gases released into the air, water and land frontline communities 
by active, marginal and abandoned wells every day in the San Juan Basin and Permian Basin. 
 
Neurotoxins from crude oil 


• Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs): Crude oil contains neurotoxic VOCs, such as 
the BTEX group (benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene). High levels of acute 
exposure to BTEX chemicals have caused dizziness, headaches, confusion, and loss of 
consciousness. Longer-term, lower-level exposure has also been linked to persistent 
effects, including deficits in vibrotactile acuity, balance, and other neurobehavioral 
functions. 


• Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs): These organic compounds are found in 
crude oil and are byproducts of combustion. In areas of unconventional oil and gas 
development, elevated PAH levels have been found in the air and linked to 
neurodevelopmental problems, including lower IQ and delayed mental development, 
especially in children with prenatal exposure.  


Neurotoxins from drilling additives 


• Heavy metals: The weighting agent barite, used in drilling mud, can contain trace 
amounts of heavy metals like mercury, lead, and cadmium, which can have neurotoxic 
effects. 


• Biocides: Chemical biocides are added to drilling fluids to prevent bacterial growth. 
Some of these compounds have been classified as hazardous and acutely toxic if inhaled 
or absorbed through the skin. 


Toxins from byproducts 


• Hydrogen sulfide (H₂S): This highly toxic gas, often described as smelling like rotten 
eggs, is commonly found and released during oil and gas operations. Exposure can occur 
during drilling, production, and transportation. 


o Acute exposure: High concentrations of H₂S can cause sudden collapse 
("knockdown"), seizures, and coma by suppressing the respiratory system. 


o Chronic exposure: Lower-level, long-term exposure can lead to persistent 
neurological symptoms, including headaches, irritability, impaired memory, 
motor dysfunction, and changes in mood.  


Vulnerable populations and exposure concerns 


• Oil and gas workers: Workers face exposure risks throughout the drilling process, 
including from crude oil vapor and H₂S, especially when gas and fluids return to the 
surface. Studies of workers involved in the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, for example, 
have documented neurological symptoms after exposure to volatile crude oil chemicals. 


• Nearby communities: Residents living near oil and gas extraction sites can be exposed 
to neurotoxic pollutants in the air and water, leading to adverse health outcomes. 
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• Exposure mixtures: Most studies focus on a single chemical, but exposure often 
involves a complex mixture of chemicals with potential additive or synergistic neurotoxic 
effects that may not be fully understood.1 


Residents in Counselor, who attended public and chapter meetings in 2017-2018 and filled out 
the chapter’s Health Impact Assessment survey, reported their health symptoms experienced 
after one (or more) oil wells were drilled within 5 miles of their home. Over 11 % of the 
residents of Counselor participated. 
 
Results: The study shows that oil and gas development is having a considerable health impact in 
Counselor, Ojo Encino, and Torreon Chapters. In Part I, air monitoring results show that several 
airborne pollutants from oil and gas development can pose a threat to residents’ health. 
Moreover, upwards of 90% of residents reported experiencing new health symptoms directly 
related to exposure to well emissions.  
 
Methods: This study employed several methods: air monitoring and sampling protocols and 
analysis by EPA certified ALS Environmental, community based participatory research, 
community meetings, surveys, and K’é Bee Hózhǫǫgo Iiná Silá analysis. 2  
 
These comments represent the tip of the problem posed by local contact and exposure to 
emissions, leaked fluids, spills and ground water contamination from the over 138,000 wells 
currently operating at various levels in New Mexico. All of these wells will require closure and 
remediation at some time on the future. The sooner actions are taken to require this industry to 
plan and finance this cleanup process the better the outcome for all New Mexico residents. 
 
Thank you, 
 


 
 
Teresa Seamster, MS EDS 
Counselor Chapter Health Impact Assessment Committee 
505.466.8964 
ctc.seamster@gmail.com 
 
 


                                                        
1 ATSDR Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry, (/ToxProfiles/tp56-c1-b.pdf) PDF Version, 
281 KB (/ToxProfiles/tp56-c1-b.pdf)  


2 Counselor Chapter Health Impact Assessment was approved by NNHRRB in March 2019, and 
presented to the NNHRRB Navajo Research Conference in 2019. HIA findings have been entered in the 
Federal Register in reference to a) BLM Public Comments: RMP-A/EIS Draft - Mancos –Gallup 
Resource Management Plan Amendment and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (September 25, 
2020) and to b) EPA Listening Session on Impacts of oil/gas emissions (June 16, 2021). 
 







From: tracy allen
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 11:42:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

tracy allen
3 Road 5821
Farmington, NM 87401
tallen412@gmail.com
505-716-3404

mailto:tallen412@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: will Connor
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 23, 2025 4:34:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

will Connor
904 Carter pl
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3916
willconnorv@gmail.com
575-302-0385

mailto:willconnorv@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

	Andrew Frazier-PC
	Avelinda Mascarenas-PC
	Carol Quick-PC
	Charles Goodmacher-PC
	Cheryl Bird-PC
	Desideria Martinez-PC
	Eva Raeppel-PC
	Jacqueline Rocquemore-PC
	Jean Stevens-PC
	Jerry Cowan-PC
	Kee Norberto-PC
	Kevin Possin-PC
	Laura Held-PC
	Laura Vickers-PC
	Michael Allen-PC
	Nick Knorr-PC
	Pamela Tauer-PC
	Pat Duncan-PC
	Patricia Brown-PC
	Robert Grant-PC
	Scott Lewis-PC
	Sonia Gomez-PC
	Susan Gorman-PC
	Teresa Seamster-PC
	Tracy Allen-PC
	Will Connor-PC

