From: Boyd Robinson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 6:42:42 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Boyd Robinson

3315 Espanade circle in Rio Rancho, NM
Rio Rancho, NM 87124-2156
bdrobin0514@gmail.com

830-307-4303


mailto:bdrobin0514@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kevin Klein

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin Klein

109 W Compress Rd
Artesia, NM 88210-9218
nmlandman@gmail.com
575-317-4842


mailto:nmlandman@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Alicia Corbell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Alicia Corbell

PO Box 1139

Farmington, NM 87499-1139
acorbell@att.net
505-566-4034


mailto:acorbell@att.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Amanda Watts

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:17:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Amanda Watts

1111 S Roselawn Ave
Artesia, NM 88210-2825
wattsar90@gmail.com
575-703-7901


mailto:wattsar90@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Arthur Martinez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 11:33:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Arthur Martinez

2916 Blanford ave SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-4305
candipie 4@hotmail.com
505-462-3989


mailto:candipie_4@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Auhosj Zenay

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 1:56:28 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Auhosj Zenay

3609 linccoln

El Paso, TX 79930-6061
Yanezjosh1991(@gmail.com
915-218-3911


mailto:Yanezjosh1991@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Betty Perea

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:58:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Betty Perea

1472 calle baack
Bernalillo, NM 87004-6805
bjperea63@gmail.com
505-357-2517


mailto:bjperea63@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Chris Williams

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 24, 2025 6:13:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Chris Williams

409 W. Tucker St.
Hobbs, NM 88242-9405
jchriswill777(@msn.com
575-318-5938


mailto:jchriswill777@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lee White

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:35:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Lee White

401 Pima Dr.

Carlsbad, NM 88220-6092
lee-michelle@live.com
575-499-3154


mailto:lee-michelle@live.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Brandon Madrid

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 12:07:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Brandon Madrid

510 S 13th Street
Artesia, NM 88210-1741
Bmadrid94@gmail.com
575-308-1207


mailto:Bmadrid94@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Brian Kliesen

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 3:38:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Brian Kliesen

357 Grand Canyon Drive
White Rock, NM 87547-3648
bkliesen@hotmail.com
210-870-4952


mailto:bkliesen@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kris Benitez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:45:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kris Benitez

1407 arizona ave
Alamogordo, NM 88310-4804
krisbenitez80(@gmail.com
575-415-6886


mailto:krisbenitez80@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Cecilia Ketner

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 6:13:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Cecilia Ketner

218 Rhode Island St NE
Alamogordo, NM 88310
jcketner@hotmail.com
505-269-3133


mailto:jcketner@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Chris Peterson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:34:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Chris Peterson

5008 Holmes Dr

Farmington, NM 87402-0942
chris@adkinsenvironmental.com
505-444-0292


mailto:chris@adkinsenvironmental.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Linda Davis

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 8:17:21 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Linda Davis

16198 Sunset Splendor Ln
Monument, CO 80132-6204
lcdavis@me.com
918-633-3363


mailto:lcdavis@me.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Christine Drennan

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:58:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Christine Drennan

2500 W. Apache st. 5201
Farmington, NM 87401-2900
christinedrenna@gmail.com
505-686-1781


mailto:christinedrenna@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: crael Rode

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 8:27:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

crael Rode

120N Ave E

Portales, NM 88130
mybabydane2019@gmail.com
575-499-3217


mailto:mybabydane2019@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Linda Qualls

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:44:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Linda Qualls

739 NM 217

Tijeras, NM 87059
lindaloo51@gmail.com
505-604-2696


mailto:lindaloo51@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Dave Johnson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:44:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Dave Johnson

6235 choke cherry trl
Farmington, NM 87401-3926
davegeologist@gmail.com
505-793-3070


mailto:davegeologist@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Davey Haynes

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:15:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Davey Haynes

527 E. Taos st.

Hobbs, NM 88240-1413
dthaynes42@hotmail.com
575-263-4915


mailto:dfhaynes42@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: David Gabaldon

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 12:21:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

David Gabaldon

1623 Atrisco Dr. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87105-1060
kenjoabql7@aol.com
505-306-3399


mailto:kenjoabq17@aol.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Linda Wells-Cooke

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 10:02:25 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Linda Wells-Cooke

414 E 23rd St Space 8
Roswell, NM 88201-6473
lindacooke370@gmail.com
575-317-8590


mailto:lindacooke370@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Dawna Downing

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 10:54:22 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Dawna Downing

3500 Harvest Lane
Carlsbad, NM 88220-6497
ddidowning@gmail.com
575-704-0916


mailto:ddidowning@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Deborrah Wing-Weatherwax

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:44:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Deborrah Wing-Weatherwax
660 Hondale Road SW
Deming, NM 88030-9112
sillywench99@hotmail.com
845-645-1442


mailto:sillywench99@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Diana Powell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 10:06:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Diana Powell

2003 S Florida Ave
Alamogordo, NM 88310-5320
diana@mountainparkweb.com
615-714-3507


mailto:diana@mountainparkweb.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Dianne Stickney

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 7:03:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Dianne Stickney

2200 North Florida #88
Alamogordo, NM 88310-5590
nmpoohbear60@gmail.com
575-551-4148


mailto:nmpoohbear60@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lorraine Ziegler

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:44:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lorraine Ziegler

684 Lisbon Ave SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124-3049
lorrainez@gmail.com
505-269-6130


mailto:lorrainez@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Gail Wilson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:58:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Gail Wilson

4902 Pinecroft Drive
Farmington, NM 87402-5217
wilsonresort04@gmail.com
480-567-8182


mailto:wilsonresort04@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lynn Glasscock

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 1:21:32 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lynn Glasscock

2109 E 2nd Street
Portales, NM 88130-9216
lglasscock11@msn.com
575-825-0793


mailto:lglasscock11@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: George Luetje

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 10:06:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

George Luetje

200 e albertson

Hobbs, NM 88240-2019
luetjeg@gmail.com
575-318-6973


mailto:luetjeg@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: George Pascale

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 24, 2025 5:12:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

George Pascale

274 cheyenne rd

Dexter, NM 88230-9630
Sevenrivers4@gmail.com
575-840-5476


mailto:Sevenrivers4@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Harmon Clemmons

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 7:52:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Harmon Clemmons

PO Box 12 6846 Lincoln Ave
Dexter, NM 88230-0012
hbclemmons@hotmail.com
575-626-0535


mailto:hbclemmons@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Helen Truijillo

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Helen Trujillo

702 Deer Dancer Dr
Aztec, NM 87410-2086
helentrujillo@hotmail.com
505-330-2593


mailto:helentrujillo@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Hugo Gutierrez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Hugo Gutierrez

10322 SUGAR HILL DR
Houston, TX 77042-1546
houston10322@gmail.com
713-502-6703


mailto:houston10322@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Janet Ostrowski Broadhurst

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 24, 2025 11:19:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Janet Ostrowski Broadhurst
5509 Crestwood Drive
Farmington, NM 87402-1118
janbroadhurst@gmail.com
970-389-2994


mailto:janbroadhurst@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Jason Modglin

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 2:46:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As someone who works in the oil and gas sector, [ urge you to consider the long-term
consequences of the proposed WELC rule. While I support efforts to remediate our lands and
protect our environment, the current proposal risks punishing responsible operators who are
already working hard to do the right thing.

We need regulations that are smart and fair—not one-size-fits-all mandates that jeopardize
jobs and discourage investment. Let’s ensure that New Mexico remains a place where energy
development and environmental protection go hand in hand.

Thank you for your leadership and for listening to those of us on the ground.
Sincerely,

Jason Modglin

3305 Boyd Dr

Carlsbad, NM 88220-4786
jason.modglin@westernmidstream.com
346-786-5386


mailto:jason.modglin@westernmidstream.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Jeff Morris

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 6:01:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jeff Morris

2Quiet valley. circle
Edgewood, NM 87015-8706
jeffo8morris@gmail.com
505-234-0514


mailto:jeff68morris@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Jolene Martin Hellekson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 2:36:48 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jolene Martin Hellekson
23 Road 5222
Bloomfield, NM 87413
helleksonj@yahoo.com
505-320-0490


mailto:helleksonj@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Josie Rocha

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:15:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Josie Rocha

4229 west texas st
Carlsbad, NM 88220-2858
Josierocha75@yahoo.com
575-302-4647


mailto:Josierocha75@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Judi Cugat

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:17:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Judi Cugat

34 County Park Rd
Moriarty, NM 87035-5309
judithcugat@icloud.com
928-230-0049


mailto:judithcugat@icloud.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: KATHRYN ELLET

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:34:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

KATHRYN ELLET

2200 West Pierce Street, #7-A
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3562
gellet@tdsmail.com
575-361-4458


mailto:gellet@tdsmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kathy Mulkey

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 3:39:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kathy Mulkey

201 N Jefferson

Hobbs, NM 88240-6254
kathypaul2006(@gmail.com
575-390-6675


mailto:kathypaul2006@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kathy Schwope

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 6:18:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules.

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Kathy Schwope

4008 Stratton, Midland, TX
Midland, TX 79707-3559
schwope88@gmail.com
432-413-1953


mailto:schwope88@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kelly George

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 2:08:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kelly George

10 Road 3100

Aztec, NM 87410
kdgeorges@msn.com
505-334-3926


mailto:kdgeorges@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kenneth Stevens

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Stevens

6701 Club House Dr
Farmington, NM 87402-4406
Ken@ksinvest.us
505-350-1041


mailto:Ken@ksinvest.us
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kerry Egan

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 8:40:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As someone who works in the oil and gas sector, [ urge you to consider the long-term
consequences of the proposed WELC rule. While I support efforts to remediate our lands and
protect our environment, the current proposal risks punishing responsible operators who are
already working hard to do the right thing.

We need regulations that are smart and fair—not one-size-fits-all mandates that jeopardize
jobs and discourage investment. Let’s ensure that New Mexico remains a place where energy
development and environmental protection go hand in hand.

Thank you for your leadership and for listening to those of us on the ground.
Sincerely,

Kerry Egan

8501 Jefferson NE Ave
Albuquerque, NM 87113-1603
kerry.egan@energytransfer.com
575-808-9402


mailto:kerry.egan@energytransfer.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kevin Beardmore

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin Beardmore

3604 S Sunnyview Ave, Carlsbad, NM
Carlsbad, NM 88220-8634
kbeardmore@senmc.edu
575-234-9210
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From: Ella Joan Fenoglio

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD

Cc: Miya King-Flaherty

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 Oil and Gas Bonding and Cleanup
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:32:37 AM

You don't often get email from ellajoan@highfiber.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Sheila Apodaca, Clerk,

I write to ask that the proposed Rulemaking go forward in order to assure that bonds be
provided to assure that oil and gas wells are cleaned up. It is important to preserve the
beautiful landscapes of New Mexico.

We are taught as children to clean up our toys, any messes that we make. And so that is
what's needed here. It is a balancing, to be sure, of the income from oil and gas that funds
schools and keeping their costs down as against the harm to the environment. Surely there is a
middle ground that we can meet.

Ella Joan Fenoglio, Sierra Club member, lawyer, member of La Mesa Presbyterian Church

Ella Joan Fenoglio

4427 Avenida del Sol NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-6178
ellajoan@highfiber.com
phone 505-266-1955

cell/text 505-459-4962
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From: revikm@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Linda Mizell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 5:42:45 AM

[You don't often get email from revlkm@everyactioncustom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/I.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Commission Clerk Sheila Apodaca,

In Case No. 24683, the state has an opportunity to solve the growing problem of oil and gas infrastructure that needs
to be closed and cleaned up as wells and facilities age and complete operations.

Cleanup is important for public health and safety and is an opportunity for a source of good-paying jobs in the
southeast and northwest parts of the state. Oftentimes, hardworking, New Mexican families are left on the hook to
cover the cleanup costs of abandoned or orphaned wells. We need to change current laws and rules with incentives
to close and clean up low- or nonproducing wells and prevent toxic chemicals like methane and benzene from

seeping into groundwater and polluting the air. Currently the oil and gas industry’s “insurance coverage” for cleanup
doesn’t include enough funding to address the actual costs.

As a caregiver concerned about toxic pollution, I’m calling on you to update how much “insurance coverage” the oil
and gas industry must take out before drilling. This will create new jobs and protect New Mexicans’ health, air,
land, and water.

Specifically, we need to update
1. financial assurance laws to require bonds that fully cover the costs of cleanup and well-plugging for each well.

2. cleanup laws and how wells are categorized to clarify who is responsible for plugging and cleanup when wells
stop producing.

3. oversight of ownership transfers that will ensure companies have the financial resources to properly clean up and
plug well sites.

Recent polling shows that an overwhelming 90% of New Mexicans support requiring oil and gas companies, rather
than taxpayers, to pay for all the cleanup and land restoration costs after drilling is finished. Please modernize our
woefully outdated laws.

Sincerely,

Linda Mizell

44 Windmill Rd Edgewood, NM 87015-6918
revlkm@yahoo.com
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From: Dale Stahlecker

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support bonding and cleanup reform
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:28:10 AM

You don't often get email from dwseagle@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Ms. Apodaca, Commission Clerk,

My name is Dale Stahlecker, and | am a semi-retired Wildlife Biologist residing in Eldorado at
Santa Fe, New Mexico. | am here to speak in support of the proposed bonding and cleanup rule
changes before this commission.

Over the last 3 or 4 decades | have spent time in all the “oil-patches” of New Mexico, from
Northwest to Southeast. | have seen what a correctly reclaimed well-pad looks like, and | have
seen some that no effort has been made to reclaim them. | will repeat what you have heard and
will continue to hear over and over again — uncapped wells degrade our water, our air, and
expose wildlife and humans to unhealthy conditions.

Bonding for an individual well should be such that if the state is tasked with reclamation
because the last owner is incapable of paying for it, that total costs are likely to be covered by
the bond. Since the current co/st to the state is ~$165,000, it makes sense that each well be
bonded for close ($150,000) to that amount, and certainly it is NOT to follow that 10 wells can
be covered by a $150,000 bond, or that 100 wells be covered by only a $250,000 bond! We the
taxpayers of New Mexico do not exist to cover those costs with tax dollars sorely needed
elsewhere, especially since the majority of well owners that avoid paying for reclamation are
not New Mexico residents. If the industry drills a well, reaps profit from that well, then they
must be responsible for well capping and clean-up. No exceptions. 95% capping and cleanup
is NOT sufficient, | expect 100% of wells to be properly capped and the site rehabilitated to
provide a safe environment for New Mexico’s citizenry, plants, and wildlife.

Thank you for recording my comments.

Dale W. Stahlecker
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From: Catherine Ralston

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] If they drill it, they clean it.
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 10:05:56 PM

You don't often get email from c@alliswellintaos.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Please, it's obvious. Since humans have not evolved to ingest oil and gas in any way, our bodies
break down when we inadvertently do so. | don't want to find my immune system challenged in
any way so a dividend can be paid to someone not even living in New Mexico. What petroleum
waste will likely cost me in health care, far outweighs the dollar benefit a stockholder accrues.

You are my guardians. Please fulfill your purpose. Be honorable and sensible. What about your
health? The health of your loved ones?

A voter,

Catherine Ralston
575 737 3045
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From: Gene Harbaugh

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] OCC.Hearing case 24683
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 4:48:32 PM

You don't often get email from gene.harbaugh@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

MY NAME IS GENE HARRBAUGH. I AM A RESIDENT OF EDDY COUNTY, NM. I
WOULD LIKE TO REGISTER MY TESTIMONY REGARDING THE HEARING ON
CASE 24863. PLEASE ADVISE REGARDING THE TIME FOR THIS.
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From: geriraf

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 9:29:40 AM

You don't often get email from geriraf@nmia.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Oil and gas should clean up their sites so that pollutants don't contaminate the soil and water.
Geri Rhodes

38 Tome Lane

Tome NM 87060

VALENCIA COUNTY

(505)565-2567

(505)518-9448

Sent from my Galaxy
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From: Liz Stefanics

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:45:07 PM

You don't often get email from Istefanics@msn.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Attn: Ms. Sheila Apodaca
Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As both a legislator and New Mexican, | care deeply about both protecting my
constituents and the environment. Marginal and orphaned wells are a threat to both.

Abandoned and orphaned wells leak toxic chemicals like benzene and hydrogen
sulfide into our air and water and pose a threat to everyone living in close proximity.
These wells also have the ﬁotentlal to emit methane, a potent greenhouse gas, into
our atmosphere, making it harder to achieve the climate goals we are working
towards. The problem isn’'t small. There are already 700 identified orphaned wells
scattered across the landscape, with thousands more waiting in the wings. The risks
these wells pose will only grow greater if we wait to tackle it.

The oil and gas industry would like you to believe that they and New Mexico’s
Reclamation Fund are already prepared to clean up these wells. The data clearly
shows this not to be true. The Rec Fund, even with all the federal money we have
been granted, holds just $66 million. According to a report by the Legislative Finance
Committee, the total cost to plug and clean up all the wells in New Mexico ranges
from $700 million to $1.6 billion, dwarfing our existing resources. We desperately
need to right size bonds to protect our health, our environment, and our pocketbooks.

The bonding reform petition in front of you is the right tool, and the Oil Conservation
Commission is the right venue to solve this problem. This commission is endowed
with the authority to regulate these matters, and | urge you to adopt this petition to
protect New Mexico and all her residents.

Sincerely and Thank You,
Liz Stefanics, NM State Senate District 39

505-699-4808
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From: Dawn Leach

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] State"s oil and gas bonding
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:02:20 AM

You don't often get email from leachdawn94@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

The rules need to change so companies clean up after they leave. This is a company expense.
This is not my responsibility as a tax payer.

CHANGE THE RULES

Dawn Leach
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From: Jim Ludden

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Well cleanup
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:12:41 AM

You don't often get email from james.r.ludden@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

The drilling companies must pay for cleanup of their wells.
Best done by posting a bond when they get permission to drill — then the state has the money

to clean their mess if they leave one.

- Jim Ludden, Taos

observe, analyze, design, create, repair
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Antoinette Sedillo Lopez

New Mexico State Senator, District 16

Public Comment to New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission
Case No. 24683

Chair and Commissioners,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed updates to New Mexico’s oil and gas
bonding and cleanup requirements. As a state senator who is deeply committed to protecting our
state’s beautiful but fragile environment, I believe we have both a moral and constitutional

obligation to ensure that every New Mexican has access to clean air, clean water, and healthy
land.

The issue before us is simple: when oil and gas companies drill wells, they must also bear full
responsibility for cleaning them up. Right now, that’s not what’s happening. New Mexico faces
$700 million to $1.6 billion in potential well cleanup liabilities. The current bonding system —
capped at $250,000 per operator, regardless of how many wells they own — leaves a vast
financial gap. With an average plugging cost of $163,000 per well, and some running more than
$700,000, this outdated cap virtually guarantees that the public will be left to pick up the tab
when companies walk away.

In fact, over the past five years alone, more than $100 million in public funds have already been
used to plug and restore orphaned wells. That’s money that should be supporting education,
water infrastructure, and community resilience, not cleaning up corporate neglect.

Beyond the dollars, this is about protecting our most essential resource: water. Hydraulic
fracturing and aging wells threaten aquifers with toxic leaks and chemical runoft. Abandoned
wells emit methane and volatile compounds that harm both people and wildlife. These problems
are especially acute near Tribal and rural communities, but the risks are felt statewide.

As federal oversight of oil and gas operations weakens, New Mexico has the responsibility and
the opportunity to lead. Updating bonding and cleanup rules is a practical and necessary step
toward ensuring industry accountability. It’s also in keeping with our values as New Mexicans —
we all have a shared right to a healthy environment and a shared duty to safeguard it.

I urge the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission to adopt stronger, fair, and
forward-looking rules.
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Commissioner William Ampomah
Commissioner Greg Bloom

Chairman Albert Chang

New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission
1220 South St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Re: Legislative Authority and Policy Considerations in Pending Rulemaking (Case No. 24683)
Dear Chairman Chang, Commissioner Bloom, and Commissioner Ampomabh:

As a member of the New Mexico Legislature, I appreciate the Oil Conservation
Commission’s (“Commission”) important work to ensure the responsible development of New
Mexico’s oil and gas resources. | believe I have a responsibility to safeguard the Legislature’s
constitutional role in establishing the policies that guide such regulation. And as such, I write to
express concern that certain proposals in the pending rulemaking (Case No. 24683) would exceed
the authority that the Legislature has delegated to the Commission and the Oil Conservation
Division (“Division”) under the New Mexico Oil and Gas Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 70-2-1 et seq.

Specifically, the Oil and Gas Act (the “Act”) gives the Commission the power to administer
and enforce the Act’s provisions, not to redefine or expand them. Sections 70-2-6, -11, and -12
authorize the Commission to make rules “necessary to carry out the purposes of the Act,” but that
authority does not extend to creating new substantive rights or obligations that the Legislature has
not enacted. Importantly, courts have consistently held that an agency may not adopt rules that
alter the balance or limits established by statute. See Marbob Energy Corp. v. N.M. Oil
Conservation Comm ’'n, 2009-NMSC-013; Morningstar Water Users Ass'n v. N.M. PUC, 1995-
NMSC-062.

Several of the proposed amendments now before the Commission would do precisely that. They
include:

1. New financial-assurance categories - such as the creation of “marginal well” bonding—
that would effectively circumvent the Legislature’s clear $250,000 cap on blanket financial
assurance under § 70-2-14(A);

2. Expanded regulation of acquisitions and ownership transfers - under proposed



3. 19.15.8.9(A) NMAC, which would extend the Division’s reach beyond operations into
private property transactions; and

4. New definitional and enforcement presumptions - that would re-write the Legislature’s
statutory structure for well status, abandonment, and beneficial use.

These proposals represent significant policy changes that the Legislature has not authorized
and that should be debated and enacted through the legislative process. The Legislature has
historically adjusted the financial-assurance framework itself—most recently in 2015 and 2018—
and has not granted the Commission authority to create new categories or alter statutory limits
through rulemaking.

Beyond the legal issues, the policy implications are substantial. The proposed changes could
have major economic and operational effects on New Mexico’s producing wells—particularly
small and marginal wells that contribute to state revenues, rural employment, and energy stability.
Such broad policy choices warrant full legislative deliberation, fiscal analysis, and public debate.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Commission to defer action on the portions of the
proposed rule that exceed existing statutory authority and to allow the Legislature to consider
whether additional changes to the Act are warranted. Doing so would ensure that any new policy
direction is implemented through the constitutionally prescribed process and would maintain the
clear separation between legislative policy-making and administrative execution.

I appreciate your service to the State of New.
Respectfully,
ANk~ DN

Meredith A. Dixon
House of Representatives, District 20
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