From: Chris Peterson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:34:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Chris Peterson

5008 Holmes Dr

Farmington, NM 87402-0942
chris@adkinsenvironmental.com
505-444-0292


mailto:chris@adkinsenvironmental.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Vanesa Rios

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Vanesa Rios

1928 Diamond Dr
Carlsbad, NM 88220-4889
vrios83@aol.com
575-914-1047


mailto:vrios83@aol.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Wendy Griffin

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:58:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Wendy Griffin

1215 Miehls Dr.

Carlsbad, NM 88220-3006
dwkes@msn.com
575-447-8220


mailto:dwkcs@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Alicia Corbell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Alicia Corbell

PO Box 1139

Farmington, NM 87499-1139
acorbell@att.net
505-566-4034


mailto:acorbell@att.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Arthur Martinez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 11:33:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Arthur Martinez

2916 Blanford ave SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-4305
candipie 4@hotmail.com
505-462-3989


mailto:candipie_4@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lee White

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:35:20 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Lee White

401 Pima Dr.

Carlsbad, NM 88220-6092
lee-michelle@live.com
575-499-3154


mailto:lee-michelle@live.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Brian Kliesen

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 3:38:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Brian Kliesen

357 Grand Canyon Drive
White Rock, NM 87547-3648
bkliesen@hotmail.com
210-870-4952


mailto:bkliesen@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kenneth Stevens

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Stevens

6701 Club House Dr
Farmington, NM 87402-4406
Ken@ksinvest.us
505-350-1041


mailto:Ken@ksinvest.us
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Helen Truijillo

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Helen Trujillo

702 Deer Dancer Dr
Aztec, NM 87410-2086
helentrujillo@hotmail.com
505-330-2593


mailto:helentrujillo@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Hugo Gutierrez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Hugo Gutierrez

10322 SUGAR HILL DR
Houston, TX 77042-1546
houston10322@gmail.com
713-502-6703


mailto:houston10322@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Jason Modglin

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 2:46:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As someone who works in the oil and gas sector, [ urge you to consider the long-term
consequences of the proposed WELC rule. While I support efforts to remediate our lands and
protect our environment, the current proposal risks punishing responsible operators who are
already working hard to do the right thing.

We need regulations that are smart and fair—not one-size-fits-all mandates that jeopardize
jobs and discourage investment. Let’s ensure that New Mexico remains a place where energy
development and environmental protection go hand in hand.

Thank you for your leadership and for listening to those of us on the ground.
Sincerely,

Jason Modglin

3305 Boyd Dr

Carlsbad, NM 88220-4786
jason.modglin@westernmidstream.com
346-786-5386


mailto:jason.modglin@westernmidstream.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Jolene Martin Hellekson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 2:36:48 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Jolene Martin Hellekson
23 Road 5222
Bloomfield, NM 87413
helleksonj@yahoo.com
505-320-0490


mailto:helleksonj@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: KATHRYN ELLET

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:34:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

KATHRYN ELLET

2200 West Pierce Street, #7-A
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3562
gellet@tdsmail.com
575-361-4458


mailto:gellet@tdsmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kathy Mulkey

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 3:39:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kathy Mulkey

201 N Jefferson

Hobbs, NM 88240-6254
kathypaul2006(@gmail.com
575-390-6675


mailto:kathypaul2006@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Yolanda Valdez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:15:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Yolanda Valdez

231 Wyoming Blvd SE #13
Albuquerque, NM 87123-6302
yolievaldez1965.yv(@gmail.com
505-541-4123


mailto:yolievaldez1965.yv@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kevin Beardmore

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin Beardmore

3604 S Sunnyview Ave, Carlsbad, NM
Carlsbad, NM 88220-8634
kbeardmore@senmc.edu
575-234-9210


mailto:kbeardmore@senmc.edu
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kevin Klein

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin Klein

109 W Compress Rd
Artesia, NM 88210-9218
nmlandman@gmail.com
575-317-4842


mailto:nmlandman@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lorraine Ziegler

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:44:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lorraine Ziegler

684 Lisbon Ave SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124-3049
lorrainez@gmail.com
505-269-6130


mailto:lorrainez@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lynn Glasscock

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 1:21:32 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lynn Glasscock

2109 E 2nd Street
Portales, NM 88130-9216
lglasscock11@msn.com
575-825-0793


mailto:lglasscock11@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mariann Waddell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Mariann Waddell

324 Rio Grande Ave
Raton, NM 87740-3947
mwaddelll 1@verizon.net
214-616-2867


mailto:mwaddell11@verizon.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marilyn Draper

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 1:33:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marilyn Draper

11000 W Hwy 322
Monument, NM 88265
marilynr1210@hotmail.com
575-631-5782


mailto:marilynr1210@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marlene Phillips

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 8:45:22 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marlene Phillips

3704 Ladera Dr. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120-1754
234Melli@gmail.com
505-715-9683


mailto:234Melli@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Martha Darrell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:34:21 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Martha Darrell

no

Silver City, NM 88061
martha.darrell@yahoo.com
575-313-5351


mailto:martha.darrell@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marvin Clements

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 10:35:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marvin Clements
6102kincaidRoswell

Roswell, NM 88203
marvinclements243@gmail.com
575-618-5874


mailto:marvinclements243@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marylouisa Toledo

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:15:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marylouisa Toledo

1550 Five Points #6
Albuquerque, NM 87105
toledomarylou220@gmail.com
505-388-5133


mailto:toledomarylou220@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Matt Spellman

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 10:02:24 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Matt Spellman

8712 Cherry Hills Rd NE ABQ NM
Albuquerque, NM 87111-1033
Patsysellstheq@gmail.com
505-407-8231


mailto:Patsysellstheq@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Melanie Leahy

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 8:41:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Melanie Leahy

1036 Zuni Dr

Farmington, NM 87401-7050
celticml1223@gmail.com
505-320-6463


mailto:celticml1223@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Michael Perry

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 8:46:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Michael Perry

1313 N Pennsylvania Ave
Roswell, NM 88201-5050
rojosdog@gmail.com
575-317-4938


mailto:rojosdog@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Michael Rector

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Michael Rector

1030 Colt Circle

Castle Rock, CO 80109-9659
mhr@rimop.com
303-570-5174


mailto:mhr@rimop.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mona Cape Standard

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 1:56:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Mona Cape Standard

112 N Roberson Rd
Carlsbad, NM 88220-8933
monastandard93@gmail.com
575-885-0272


mailto:monastandard93@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Neil Keohane

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 2:39:23 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Neil Keohane
115 S4TH ST
Lovington, NM 88260-4107
gateway21972@yahoo.com
505-730-7065


mailto:gateway21972@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Richard Collins

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 24, 2025 9:16:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Richard Collins

P. O. Box 2281

Farmington, NM 87499-2281
sousal2@outlook.com
505-486-0256


mailto:sousa12@outlook.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Nichole Mace

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 1:33:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Nichole Mace

700 sophia st

Farmington, NM 87401-4451
macenicholel@gmail.com
505-446-1824


mailto:macenichole1@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Nickolas McClelland

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Nickolas McClelland

3050 Ruth Ave

Roswell, NM 88201-9755
nick@manzanoenergy.com
575-623-1996


mailto:nick@manzanoenergy.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Patti Kim

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 8:32:27 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Patti Kim

720 Three Cross Dr
Roswell, NM 88201
patticake3484@yahoo.com
575-973-8085


mailto:patticake3484@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Pete Garcia

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 11:05:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Pete Garcia

1701 E COLLEGE BLVD
Roswell, NM 88201-9587
nmjeepster@gmail.com
575-363-9200


mailto:nmjeepster@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Rhoda Winters

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 11:33:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Rhoda Winters

4205 Hoffmann Drive Trlr 1
Las Cruces, NM 88005-1071
rhodarenee@comecast.net
575-640-1365


mailto:rhodarenee@comcast.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Richard Corley

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 1:36:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Richard Corley

4719 zeno pl

Las Cruces, NM 88012-8007
Rcor54@gmail.com
575-636-3398


mailto:Rcor54@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Richard Williams

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 7:03:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Richard Williams

1105 west mathews
Roswell, NM 88203-2929
riccriverS5@yahoo.com
575-208-9028


mailto:riccriver55@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Robert Brown

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 1:56:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Robert Brown

410 Cimarron Trail

Carlsbad, NM 88220-6602
rlandvelmabrown@gmail.com
575-361-4847


mailto:rlandvelmabrown@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Robert Ortiz

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 12:21:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Robert Ortiz

1110 Calle del Cielo
Santa Fe, NM 87507-5029
rwosko@comcast.net
505-501-1136


mailto:rwosko@comcast.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Robin Crosno

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 4:24:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Robin Crosno

2 pikes peke av

Belen, NM 87002
shotgundadmg42@gmail.com
505-489-0664


mailto:shotgundadmg42@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Robin Hudson Walters

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, October 25, 2025 8:29:41 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Robin Hudson Walters

418 Mustang Lane
Bloomfield, NM 87413-7216
cubbol 1@msn.com
505-320-0130


mailto:cubbo11@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Ron Gordon

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 11:19:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Ron Gordon

10431 Toledo St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114-5512
gordo505@me.com
505-977-8773


mailto:gordo505@me.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Rudolph Serrano

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 5:31:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Rudolph Serrano

9686 Asbury In

Albuquerque, NM 87114-4345
shrinerspuppetscircus@gmail.com
505-627-8674


mailto:shrinerspuppetscircus@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Sam Shiverick

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Sam Shiverick

3808 S Hills circle

Fort Worth, TX 76109-2757
samshiverick@gmail.com
914-643-6124


mailto:samshiverick@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Sharla Baker

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:17:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sharla Baker

1205 Camino Sol
Farmington, NM 87401-8053
irish_rose_still@msn.com
505-360-5357
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From: Sharla Mane

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 10:18:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sharla Mane

21A rd. 3400

Aztec, NM 87410
sharlajmane@gmail.com
505-334-0700
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From: Sheila Johnson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 2:28:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sheila Johnson

p 0 box 298, organ, Nm 88052
Organ, NM 88052-0298
MAINWORK@aol.com
505-382-5103
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From: Shirley Gutierrez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 5:00:48 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Shirley Gutierrez

718 Ranchitos Rd

Taos, NM 87571-7054
gutierrez.sm@gmail.com
808-271-0703
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From: Steve Fox

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Steve Fox

2801 Water Hazard DR SE
Deming, NM 88030-7357
ponchosimports@gmail.com
575-494-0348
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From: Sylvia Wauneka

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:58:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sylvia Wauneka

box 1694

Chinle, AZ 86503-1694
sscwauneka@gmail.com
928-675-0975
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From: tanya blair

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 9:53:42 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

tanya blair

107 w 10th

Portales, NM 88130-6535
mommay330@gmail.com
575-218-0316
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From: Teri Kelson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 6:31:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Teri Kelson

130 Shain Rd

Alto, NM 88312-9540
tkelson@outlook.com
575-336-2542
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From: Terra EnviroNow

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:32:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Terra EnviroNow

141 Biscuit Hill Road

Ruidoso Downs, NM 88346-9113
marty@terraenvironow.com
575-808-5538
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From: Todd Schnuelle

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 8:32:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Todd Schnuelle

7512 Pecos Trl NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120-2826
tschnuell @comcast.net
505-901-2366
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From: Patricia Sheely

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 10:07:48 AM

You don't often get email from patsheely@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Ms. Apodaca,

I want to check to see if [ am registered to speak on Monday, October 27, at 4:00 PM.
Should I raise my hand to speak?

Thank you,

Patricia Sheely
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From: Nell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Nell Burrus testimony re: case 24683
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 3:35:25 PM

You don't often get email from nellrb@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Oct. 26, 2025

New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission
In reference to case # 24683

Dear Commissioners:
My name is Nell Burrus, a K-12 educator in NM, since 1999. My college education was
paid for by proceeds from a natural gas well located on my family’s land in Oklahoma.

| am writing today, in reference to case #24683. | am in favor of rulemaking to modernize
New Mexico’s bonding and cleanup rules. | urge you to defend the health of NM

communities and the pockets of NM taxpayers, by updating the bonding rules to fairly and
accurately reflect the true cost of cleanup and remediation of the oil and gas wells in NM.

A few years ago, | was shocked to learn about the huge clouds of methane that sit over
both NW New Mexico and the Permian Basin. While odorless and invisible to the naked
eye, methane clouds in the atmosphere are detected by satellites using infrared
technology. In my mind these clouds are a symbol of the damage that is being done to our
communities, environment and climate in New Mexico mostly without our knowledge, and
completely without our consent.

| recently accompanied the NM Interfaith Power and Light to Carlsbad, NM to learn about
the impact of oil and gas operations on communities and the environment in the vicinity. In
Carlsbad, via thermographic tools, we could see methane and VOC’s emanating from a
storage facility, while we heard the laughter and sounds of children playing on the
playground a few hundred feet away at Ocotillo Elementary school.

At the Loco Hills location we could smell the stench of hundreds of oil wells that appeared
to be abandoned. We could see petroleum leaking from tubes onto the ground, great piles
of industrial waste, chemicals in unlabeled vats and again our thermographic equipment
clearly showed that VOC’s and methane were escaping from these sites.

Those companies who financially benefit, should be the ones who pay for the full cost.
That is only fair. They should not be allowed to transfer their ownership, prior to cleaning
up the site. Also, the state of NM needs to do due diligence by hiring and authorizing
many more inspectors to make sure that oil operations are being carried out in accordance
with current and future laws.

This is not only to protect those living in close proximity to oil and gas operations today, but
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to protect future generations from their climate and health impacts, and their heavy
associated costs, which New Mexicans will have to assume, if we allow this situation to
continue to worsen.

Yours sincerely,

Nell Burrus

4333 San Pedro NE F207
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Caminante, no hay camino, se hace camino al andar
Traveler, there is no path. The way is made as we go.

Antonio Machado



From: Shannon Patrick

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment on Case No. 24683 - Modernizing Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rules in New
Mexico

Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 11:01:19 AM

You don't often get email from xannin2@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Good morning!

As a resident of New Mexico, | would like to provide comments on the "Modernizing
Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rules in New Mexico".

Companies should be required to cover cleanup costs in advance. Currently, many oil
and gas operators can abandon low-producing or unused wells without paying the full
price of cleanup. The proposed rules would make them provide realistic financial
bonds before drilling, guaranteeing money is available to seal wells and restore the
environment once production ends.

Taxpayers shouldn’t be left paying the bill. With over 70,000 wells in New Mexico
potentially becoming orphaned, weak bonding rules mean the public would have to
cover cleanup costs instead of the companies that profited.

Stronger bonding protects land, air, and water. Abandoned wells release methane
and other pollutants that harm health, contaminate groundwater, and worsen climate
change. Requiring full-cost bonds ensures proper cleanup and safeguards
communities.

The current system doesn’t work. Despite industry claims, state data show existing
bonds cover less than 1% of the real cleanup expenses — far from adequate.

This is a matter of fairness and accountability. Just as renters pay a deposit for an
apartment, oil companies should pay one before drilling. It's a reasonable, widely
supported step toward responsible energy development.

Thank you for considering the well-being of New Mexicans ahead of corporate profits.
Shannon Patrick, M.Ed., MLS
Las Cruces, NM
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State of Nefu Mexico
House of Representatifes
Santa 3¢

COMMITTEES:

VICE CHAIR: Appropriations & Finance
Energy, Environment & Natural Resources

MEREDITH A. DIXON
D - Bernalillo
District 20

1412 Stagecoach Ln. SE

Albuquerque, NM 87123
Office: (505) 986-4316
Cell: (505) 401-8339

E-mail: meredith.dixon@nmlegis.gov

Commissioner William Ampomah
Commissioner Greg Bloom

Chairman Albert Chang

New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission
1220 South St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

Re: Legislative Authority and Policy Considerations in Pending Rulemaking (Case No. 24683)
Dear Chairman Chang, Commissioner Bloom, and Commissioner Ampomabh:

As a member of the New Mexico Legislature, I appreciate the Oil Conservation
Commission’s (“Commission”) important work to ensure the responsible development of New
Mexico’s oil and gas resources. | believe I have a responsibility to safeguard the Legislature’s
constitutional role in establishing the policies that guide such regulation. And as such, I write to
express concern that certain proposals in the pending rulemaking (Case No. 24683) would exceed
the authority that the Legislature has delegated to the Commission and the Oil Conservation
Division (“Division”) under the New Mexico Oil and Gas Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 70-2-1 et seq.

Specifically, the Oil and Gas Act (the “Act”) gives the Commission the power to administer
and enforce the Act’s provisions, not to redefine or expand them. Sections 70-2-6, -11, and -12
authorize the Commission to make rules “necessary to carry out the purposes of the Act,” but that
authority does not extend to creating new substantive rights or obligations that the Legislature has
not enacted. Importantly, courts have consistently held that an agency may not adopt rules that
alter the balance or limits established by statute. See Marbob Energy Corp. v. N.M. Oil
Conservation Comm ’'n, 2009-NMSC-013; Morningstar Water Users Ass'n v. N.M. PUC, 1995-
NMSC-062.

Several of the proposed amendments now before the Commission would do precisely that. They
include:

1. New financial-assurance categories - such as the creation of “marginal well” bonding—
that would effectively circumvent the Legislature’s clear $250,000 cap on blanket financial
assurance under § 70-2-14(A);

2. Expanded regulation of acquisitions and ownership transfers - under proposed



3. 19.15.8.9(A) NMAC, which would extend the Division’s reach beyond operations into
private property transactions; and

4. New definitional and enforcement presumptions - that would re-write the Legislature’s
statutory structure for well status, abandonment, and beneficial use.

These proposals represent significant policy changes that the Legislature has not authorized
and that should be debated and enacted through the legislative process. The Legislature has
historically adjusted the financial-assurance framework itself—most recently in 2015 and 2018—
and has not granted the Commission authority to create new categories or alter statutory limits
through rulemaking.

Beyond the legal issues, the policy implications are substantial. The proposed changes could
have major economic and operational effects on New Mexico’s producing wells—particularly
small and marginal wells that contribute to state revenues, rural employment, and energy stability.
Such broad policy choices warrant full legislative deliberation, fiscal analysis, and public debate.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Commission to defer action on the portions of the
proposed rule that exceed existing statutory authority and to allow the Legislature to consider
whether additional changes to the Act are warranted. Doing so would ensure that any new policy
direction is implemented through the constitutionally prescribed process and would maintain the
clear separation between legislative policy-making and administrative execution.

I appreciate your service to the State of New.
Respectfully,
ANk~ DN

Meredith A. Dixon
House of Representatives, District 20



From: Raymond Schumacher

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 5:31:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Raymond Schumacher

5708 Wales dr

Santa Teresa, NM 88008-9792
Rschu5829@yahoo.com
575-305-5044
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From: Ron Mittan

To: Apodaca, Sheila, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment Re. Case No. 24683
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:52:52 AM

You don't often get email from rgmittan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Ms. Sheila Apodaca,

I support strengthening the financial assurance rules for oil and gas operators in New Mexico,
and believe that rules should go even further to protect New Mexico taxpayers against bad
operators. The rule should:

The obligation to properly decommission a well must apply to all parties who have held an
interest in that well, and they must be held jointly and severally liable.

All transactions that affect or shift the ownership of a pre-existing well must be approved by
the New Mexico state government, which can deny the proposed transaction as inconsistent
with the public interest. Any such transaction that would increase the risk of orphaning a well
must be rejected.

All new drilling of wells or transactions that effect or shift the ownership of a pre-existing well
must be accompanied by a well-specific bond, the amount of which must be determined by the
State, and not be based on blanket bonds, flawed productivity projections, or financial gaming
of future costs.

The obligation to plug and remediate a well must be permanent, and companies must not be
released from their obligations following initial plugging of a well. Plugged wells must be
monitored for damage or leaks and must be repaired at the operators’ joint expense. The plugs
do not last forever.

The obligation to plug and remediate inactive wells must be fully and promptly enforced.

Sincerely,

Ron Mittan

5024 Sevilla Ave NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
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