From: KV

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] bonding and cleanup rules public written comment
Date: Monday, November 3, 2025 10:18:05 AM

You don't often get email from solman66@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

To: Sheila Apodaca
Request for the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission:

Please enact new bonding and cleanup rules that would modernize the outdated requirements
and make sure that corporations—not communities—pay to plug their wells 100% of the time.

There is no logical reason that oil and gas companies/contractors should not be taking care of
their own impacts, cradle to grave, both financially and environmentally.

We’ve seen what happens when the rules are too weak—pollution is left behind, harming our
health, and taxpayers are stuck with the bill. Modernizing oil and gas bonding and cleanup
rules is about fairness, justice, and protecting what we love for the next generation.

Sincerely,
Karlis Viceps
Taos, NM


mailto:solman66@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Keith Corbett

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:19:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Keith Corbett

801 Cherry St

Fort Worth, TX 76102-6803
kcorbett@burnettoil.com
432-230-1505


mailto:kcorbett@burnettoil.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: KA YOUNGMAN

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:04:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

KA YOUNGMAN

8100 WYOMING BLVD M4
Albuquerque, NM 87113-1963
irishladybug2013@gmail.com
505-247-7293


mailto:irishladybug2013@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Karen Carlton

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 4:28:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Karen Carlton

217 W Argyle St
Hagerman, NM 88232-9404
carltonkd@ymail.com
575-752-3556


mailto:carltonkd@ymail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Karen Levins

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:21:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Karen Levins

6109 Eagle Eye Dr NW 87120
Albuquerque, NM 87120-4479
maattruth@yahoo.com
505-908-5827


mailto:maattruth@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kate Zaykowski

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Monday, November 3, 2025 9:00:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kate Zaykowski

7616 Paruline Drive
Austin, TX 78738-4435
kmzaykowski@gmail.com
325-660-2274


mailto:kmzaykowski@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: KATHRYN ELLET

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:34:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

KATHRYN ELLET

2200 West Pierce Street, #7-A
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3562
gellet@tdsmail.com
575-361-4458


mailto:gellet@tdsmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kathy Mulkey

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 3:39:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kathy Mulkey

201 N Jefferson

Hobbs, NM 88240-6254
kathypaul2006(@gmail.com
575-390-6675


mailto:kathypaul2006@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kevin Beardmore

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin Beardmore

3604 S Sunnyview Ave, Carlsbad, NM
Carlsbad, NM 88220-8634
kbeardmore@senmc.edu
575-234-9210


mailto:kbeardmore@senmc.edu
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Keith Lilie

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 1:35:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing as someone who works in the oil and gas industry and lives in a community that
depends on these jobs. The proposed WELC rule would make it harder for me—and many
others—to keep our jobs.

This rule could force responsible companies to shut down wells that still have value. That’s
not just bad for business—it’s bad for workers, families, and communities like mine. We
encourage you to consider rules that are not overreaching and to better utilize the Reclamation
Fund.

Please consider the real-world impact this rule would have on the people who make New
Mexico’s energy economy work.

Sincerely,

Keith Lilie

5914 W. Courtyard Dr., Suite 200, Austin, TX
Austin, TX 78731-3341

keithlilie@gmail.com

512-871-1001


mailto:keithlilie@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Keith Livingston

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 1:37:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing as someone who works in the oil and gas industry and lives in a community that
depends on these jobs. The proposed WELC rule would make it harder for me—and many
others—to keep our jobs.

This rule could force responsible companies to shut down wells that still have value. That’s
not just bad for business—it’s bad for workers, families, and communities like mine. We
encourage you to consider rules that are not overreaching and to better utilize the Reclamation
Fund.

Please consider the real-world impact this rule would have on the people who make New
Mexico’s energy economy work.

Sincerely,

Keith Livingston

818 E. Broadway, Andrews, TX 79714
Andrews, TX 79714-6612
klivingston@]lotusllc.com
432-212-3986


mailto:klivingston@lotusllc.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: KEITH MILLER

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 5:13:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

KEITH MILLER
ROEHL NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
krent201(@comcast.net
505-480-2915


mailto:krent201@comcast.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kelly McKinley-Fairres

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 10:35:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kelly McKinley-Fairres
2115 8th Street NW
Deming, NM 88030-8374
bfairres@yahoo.com
575-543-5515


mailto:bfairres@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kenneth Stevens

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Stevens

6701 Club House Dr
Farmington, NM 87402-4406
Ken@ksinvest.us
505-350-1041


mailto:Ken@ksinvest.us
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kenya Hernandez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 1:24:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kenya Hernandez

4100 Silver Ave SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108-1922
kenyaguani@gmail.com
575-706-7116


mailto:kenyaguani@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kev Bod

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 6:41:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Kev Bod

9 E Circle Dr

San Rafael, NM 87051-7012
kevin_emma(@q.com
505-290-2753


mailto:kevin_emma@q.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Nancy Winn

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 9:47:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Nancy Winn

1601 Belmont Blvd, Abilene, TX
Abilene, TX 79602-4822
nwinn@sbcglobal.net
281-793-5452


mailto:nwinn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Kevin Klein

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Kevin Klein

109 W Compress Rd
Artesia, NM 88210-9218
nmlandman@gmail.com
575-317-4842


mailto:nmlandman@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: kristen gamboa

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 10:15:20 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing as someone who works in the oil and gas industry and lives in a community that
depends on these jobs. The proposed WELC rule would make it harder for me—and many
others—to keep our jobs.

This rule could force responsible companies to shut down wells that still have value. That’s
not just bad for business—it’s bad for workers, families, and communities like mine. We
encourage you to consider rules that are not overreaching and to better utilize the Reclamation
Fund.

Please consider the real-world impact this rule would have on the people who make New
Mexico’s energy economy work.

Sincerely,

kristen gamboa

400-2 Cascades Avenue, Suite 201, Carlsbad, NM 88220
Carlsbad, NM 88220-6226
kristen.gamboa@developcarlsbad.org

575-302-5651


mailto:kristen.gamboa@developcarlsbad.org
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Nessa Montya

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 10:18:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Nessa Montya

2800 Cerrillos Rd #80

Santa Fe, NM 87507-2318
Nessamontoya505@gmail.com
505-542-9069


mailto:Nessamontoya505@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Laura Whaley

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 10:47:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Laura Whaley

704 n oak st

Carlsbad, NM 88220-4500
laura@rrmedia.us
575-725-8088


mailto:laura@rrmedia.us
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Laurel Tisler

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 5:23:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Laurel Tisler

3335 West Bland St

Roswell, NM 88203-1210
desertgrandma48@gmail.com
575-291-4012


mailto:desertgrandma48@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Nickolas McClelland

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Nickolas McClelland

3050 Ruth Ave

Roswell, NM 88201-9755
nick@manzanoenergy.com
575-623-1996


mailto:nick@manzanoenergy.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Leslie Kahana

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 8:10:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Leslie Kahana

641 Edna St

Chaparral, NM 88081-8009
lesliekahana@gmail.com
575-442-3794


mailto:lesliekahana@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Leslie Reeves

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Monday, November 3, 2025 12:17:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules.

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Leslie Reeves

18614 SOUTHARD OAKS DRIVE
Cypress, TX 77429-7769

Leslie Reeves@oxy.com
713-497-2492


mailto:Leslie_Reeves@oxy.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Linda Pacheco

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 7:51:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Linda Pacheco

648 Vancouver Rd SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124-3880
pachle53@gmail.com
505-361-0402


mailto:pachle53@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Linda Tanner

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 9:06:38 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Linda Tanner

1514 n Michigan ave
Roswell, NM 88201-3236
lindatanner150@gmail.com
903-337-9761


mailto:lindatanner150@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lisa A Ochoa

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 6:38:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lisa A Ochoa
515 S Lead st.
Deming, NM 88030-4532
lisannal 130@yahoo.com
575-494-3210


mailto:lisanna1130@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lisa Watson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 4:41:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Lisa Watson

1507 Monroe St

Carlsbad, NM 88220-4140
lisawatson2006(@gmail.com
575-361-6161


mailto:lisawatson2006@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: LOIS DORITY

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 9:18:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

LOIS DORITY

401 S Park Ave, Apt B3
Aztec, NM 87410-2244
doritylois@gmail.com
505-675-9572


mailto:doritylois@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lorenzo Nava

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 6:30:33 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Lorenzo Nava

26 Second St

Hachita, NM 88040-9605
Lorenzonava9@yahoo.com
575-436-1800


mailto:Lorenzonava9@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lukas Durham

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 1:12:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules.

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Lukas Durham

1144 Graceland Drive
Aztec, NM 87410-1606
Luke@walsheng.net
505-947-3584


mailto:Luke@walsheng.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Luke Lehman

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 2:41:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules.

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Luke Lehman

4600 Andrews Highway

Midland, TX 79703-4635
luke.lehman(@conocophillips.com
937-829-1701


mailto:luke.lehman@conocophillips.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lynn Friel

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 9:31:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Lynn Friel

8900 2nd st ne #11
Albuquerque, NM 87114-1641
Ifriel7@gmail.com
505-615-1141


mailto:lfriel7@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Lynsey Coons

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 8:27:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Lynsey Coons

5614 N Lovington Hwy
Hobbs, NM 88240-9143
lynsey@pimaoil.com
575-318-7532


mailto:lynsey@pimaoil.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Machele Crawford

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:03:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Machele Crawford

1904 Southside River Road
Farmington, NM 87401-7859
machele@]laneelectric.net
505-330-9795


mailto:machele@laneelectric.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marian Black

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 12:33:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marian Black

223 Rio st

Ruidoso, NM 88345-7401
mariangblack83@gmail.com
575-430-9134


mailto:mariangblack83@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mariann Waddell

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:33:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Mariann Waddell

324 Rio Grande Ave
Raton, NM 87740-3947
mwaddelll 1@verizon.net
214-616-2867


mailto:mwaddell11@verizon.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marie Harris

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 5:11:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marie Harris
Mariesal74(@gmail.com
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
mariesal74@gmail.com
505-373-5478


mailto:mariesal74@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: marion richardson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 10:05:44 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

marion richardson

25 Granite Cir

Roswell, NM 88201-3304
mwr@marionwrichardson.com
505-681-9903


mailto:mwr@marionwrichardson.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mark Morphis

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:55:40 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Mark Morphis

PO Box 1457 Bloomfield, NM
Bloomfield, NM 87413-1457
mmorphis@weststatesenergy.com
505-320-2008


mailto:mmorphis@weststatesenergy.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mark Parham

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 4:37:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Mark Parham

1609 Madison Ave

Roswell, NM 88203-5428
charles_parham@hotmail.com
575-626-0559


mailto:charles_parham@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mark Sosa

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 4:04:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Mark Sosa

2511 union st

Carlsbad, NM 88220-3655
xRk @gmail.com
505-236-5766


mailto:****@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Marlene Phillips

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 7:29:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Marlene Phillips
3704 Ladera Dr. NW
Drane, TX 87220
234Melli@gmail.com
505-715-9683


mailto:234Melli@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Martha Gllegos

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 4:53:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Martha Gllegos

4003 Montgomery Blvd NE apt M20
Albuquerque, NM 87109-1135
m1225gallegosos@gmail.com
505-907-6026


mailto:m1225gallegosos@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Martha Jackson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 1:40:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules.

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Martha Jackson

5 Caliente Rd #3

Santa Fe, NM 87508-9102
martha@permitswest.com
505-466-8120


mailto:martha@permitswest.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Martha Rodriguez

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 6:31:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Martha Rodriguez

1308 West Cottonwood Ave
Lovington, NM 88260-2425
rodriguezmartha585@yahoo.com
575-441-1018


mailto:rodriguezmartha585@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Martin Fox

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 11:45:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Martin Fox

1072 Mimosa Avenue
Alamogordo, NM 88310-5387
zorro12@beyondbb.com
575-442-0561
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From: Martinez Randy

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 3:06:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules.

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Martinez Randy

624 east blanco street
Aztec, NM 87410-2052
randy(@walsheng.net
505-320-6933
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From: Mary Celaya

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 1:17:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Mary Celaya

170 washington

Port Isabel, TX 78578-4522
marykc929@yahoo.com
512-702-1232
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From: Mary Fassel

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 6:37:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Mary Fassel

10600 olimpic pl. n.w. 87114
Albuquerque, NM 87114-5617
Rfasel@fea.net

949-254-3268
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From: Mary Jo Goodrum Scott

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 5:23:39 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Mary Jo Goodrum Scott

301 hwy 64/84.p.0. Box 32
Chama, NM 87520
maryjogoodrum67@gmail.com
979-313-8679
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From: Mary Root

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 9:00:41 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Mary Root

141 Farm Canyon Road

Truth Or Consequences, NM 87901-7017
450alaskan@gmail.com

575-740-3897
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From: MAX JOHNSON

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 10:00:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

MAX JOHNSON

900 Loma Colorado Blvd NE Apt 4106
Rio Rancho, NM 87124-6536
HAZMAXICS@GMAIL.COM
505-670-6116
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From: Melanie Leahy.

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 3:12:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Melanie Leahy.

1036 Zuni Dr

Farmington, NM 87401-7050
celticml1223@gmail.com
505-320-6463
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From: Melanie Wilson

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:45:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Melanie Wilson

106 W Riverside Dr
Carlsbad, NM 88220-5233
mjpl692@gmail.com
575-914-1461
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From: Melissa Bain

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:31:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Melissa Bain

PO Box 338

Loving, NM 88256-0338
melissabain94@gmail.com
575-706-0070
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From: Melissa Lee

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 5:29:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Melissa Lee

512 e 17th Street
Portales, NM 88130-9289
railius06@gmail.com
575-562-0154


mailto:railius06@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Michael Base

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:08:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Michael Base

6829 Vivian Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109-4046
swms301@gmail.com
505-553-2887
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From: Michael Miller

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 8:31:42 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Michael Miller

715 deer dsncer dr
Aztec, NM 87410-2087
phoneman22@live.com
505-801-1563
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From: Michael Rector

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Michael Rector

1030 Colt Circle

Castle Rock, CO 80109-9659
mhr@rimop.com
303-570-5174


mailto:mhr@rimop.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Michael Worley

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:44:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Michael Worley

P.O. Box 37

Polvadera, NM 87828-0037
mike@worleybird.com
505-259-7474
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From: Michele Mckissack

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:47:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’'m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup.

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight.

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose.

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Michele Mckissack

14006 Ciguena Rd SW
Deming, NM 88030-1157
shelleymac68@gmail.com
575-299-1816
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mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov

From: Mike Hightower

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 12:10:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Mike Hightower

9103 Lynx Lp NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122-1319
mmhightower@myctl.net
505-859-1563
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From: Mike Parsons

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 10:57:22 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers.

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible.

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Mike Parsons

Box 2242

Albany, TX 76430-8027
Albanyoilman@gmail.com
325-762-4018
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From: Nancy Peterson Albuguerque NM

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 8:29:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells.

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution.

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Nancy Peterson Albuquerque NM
1216 Nakomis Dr NE UNIT H
Albuquerque, NM 87112-6044
nanl1952@yahoo.com
505-274-2037
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From: mike kunnecke

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Modernizing Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rules in New Mexico
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 6:43:59 AM

You don't often get email from mikekunnecke@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Good morning/afternoon, Chair & Commissioners. My name is Mike Kunnecke, and I’'m
speaking on behalf of the Apache County Democrats (a Four Corners organisation) in strong
support of the proposed bonding rule changes. Here’s the bottom line: if you drill it, you
should clean it up. 100% of the time. Right now, oil and gas corporations can drill unlimited
wells in New Mexico while posting bonds that cover only a fraction of the cost. The
Legislative Finance Committee found plugging these wells to cost an average of $163,000 per
well, and some cost over $700,000. Because of outdated bonding rules, the public is left
paying to plug wells to prevent them from releasing toxins into the air and water. In the last
five years, over $100 million in public funds—state and federal-has been spent to clean up
abandoned wells. We still face up to $1.6 billion in future cleanup costs. These abandoned
wells don’t just create financial risk, they’re dangerous. The methane and toxins leak into the
air and our groundwater, harming wildlife and public health, especially in rural and Tribal
communities. New Mexicans overwhelmingly support reform. A new statewide poll shows
nearly 9 in 10 New Mexicans (89%) support requiring oil and gas corporations to pay the full
cost of plugging wells. State agencies that oversee oil and gas development, such as the State
Land Office and the Oil Conservation Division, support the proposed changes. These rule
updates are a chance to finally align policy with common sense. It ensures that the
corporations profiting from New Mexico’s land are also fully responsible for plugging their
wells. If bonding isn’t set high enough now, during the boom, there’s often not enough money
left to cover cleanup after the bust—shifting the cost to the public. Please vote to adopt stronger
bonding rules. Let’s protect our air, water, and wallets and make sure no one gets to profit
while leaving the rest of us with the mess.

Later, mike
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From: Lauren Leib

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment - Proposed Amendment to Rules at 19.15.2, 19.15.5, 19.15.8, 19.15.9, and
19.15.25 NMAC

Date: Monday, November 3, 2025 11:16:48 AM

You don't often get email from laurenleib@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Hello,

| fully support the proposed amendments to Commission rules at 19.15.2, 19.15.5, 19.15.8,
19.15.9, and 19.15.25 NMAC. | am an employee working in the enforcement side of the oil &
gas industry, writing in my personal capacity. | see firsthand how the industry passes of low-
producing wells to smaller and smaller operators who are financially incapable of covering the
costs of their plugging and reclamation responsibilities. Continuing to allow such low bonding
requirements perpetuates bad governance and fails the public mandate of responsible energy
development. Not requiring operators to be fully bonded for their liabilities only delays
bankruptcies and increases the number of orphan wells that must be cleaned up at the
taxpayer’s expense, when those operators should never have been allowed to take over the
wells in the first place.

Thank you.

Lauren Leib
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From: Nicole Waltermire

To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] testimony regarding Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 10:29:45 AM

You don't often get email from nicole.waltermire@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

To Whom it May Concern:

As a private citizen from Las Cruces, | write to you in strong support of the proposed
bonding rule changes in Case No. 24683.

I’m an educator and mother of two. Our son sees a breathing specialist, and I'm
concerned for the health of all New Mexican children and families. That’'s why we
need to protect the air we breathe and the water we drink.

But today, the rules allow wealthy oil and gas corporations to sometimes abandon the
wells they drill to save money rather than pay what they agreed to safely clean them
up. Abandoned wells can leak toxins into our air and drinking water, kill wildlife, and
lead to fires, explosions or other accidents. We need to make these wealthy
corporations clean up the wells they drill to protect our public health and safety.

The solution you have in front of you in this case is just common sense. It’s fair,
based on data and evidence, and supported by nearly 90% of New Mexicans.
Taxpayers and public funds should not be responsible for cleaning up pollution from
oil and gas. We know that nearly 700 wells are already abandoned by oil and gas
corporations. We know the real cost of cleanup, and we know how little current bonds
cover.

Here’s the bottom line: if you drill it, you should clean it up. 100% of the time.

Please vote to adopt stronger bonding rules. Let’s protect our air and water for all
New Mexicans and make sure no one gets to profit while leaving the rest of us with
the mess.

Thank you for your consideration,
Nicole Waltermire
Las Cruces, NM

Nicole Waltermire

nicole.waltermire(@gmail.com
(505) 715-1628
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From: Mary Valentine

To: Apodaca, Sheila, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment Re. Case No. 24683
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 3:44:03 PM

You don't often get email from m_svalentine@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Ms. Sheila Apodaca,

I support strengthening the financial assurance rules for oil and gas operators in New Mexico,
and believe that rules should go even further to protect New Mexico taxpayers against bad
operators. The rule should guarantee that anyone extracting oil or gas from New Mexico lands
will be held responsible for keeping our land, air, and water clean. They must also prevent
adding climate disrupting chemicals to the atmosphere.

Sincerely,
Mary Valentine
Albuquerque, NM 87109
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