
From: Tom & Carlyn Jervis
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bonding requirements for Oil an Gas exploration and production wells
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 8:44:01 PM

[You don't often get email from jervidae@cybermesa.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening
attachments.

Dear Ms.Apodaca:

We have lived in NM for over 45 years and have had many opportunities to travel around the state in order to view
and appreciate birds and other wildlife and the beautiful scenery in many regions of the state. We have often found
abandoned oil and gas wells and other infrastructure. We were originally under the impression that these exploratory
and production facilities were to be removed and cleaned up when their functional lifetime had expired, but have
since found that these exploration and production facilities can be abandoned by their instigators with little or no
clean-up responsibility.

We urge you to create bonding requirements on this industry that are suffficient to guarantee that these facilities are
cleaned up and remediated when their useful lifetime has passed. The industry should be required to complete this
cleanup within a fixed period after opeations cease and not be allowed to delay completion indefinitely.

Tourism and other industries (ranching), not to mention other taxpayers in the State should not be left to clean up
alfter this profitable industry has moved on. The pollution that these facilities leave behind is long-lasting if not
remediated. The industry should be required to take responsibility for their actions.

Sincerely,

Thomas and Carlyn Jervis
109 Daybreak
Santa Fe, NM 87507

mailto:Jervidae@cybermesa.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Saundra Barrett
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 11:47:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Saundra Barrett
50 San Pablo Lane
Edgewood, NM 87015-6836
sebarrett1943@gmail.com
505-239-8928

mailto:sebarrett1943@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sam Henry
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:07:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Sam Henry
4608 Samantha Lane
Farmington, NM 87402-3000
s.henry@horizonpowersystems.com
505-320-0422

mailto:s.henry@horizonpowersystems.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sam Shiverick
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Sam Shiverick
3808 S Hills circle 
Fort Worth, TX 76109-2757
samshiverick@gmail.com
914-643-6124

mailto:samshiverick@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Samantha Shearman
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 8:10:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Samantha Shearman
412 W Centre Ave
Artesia, NM 88210-2715
samyc10@me.com
432-889-9353

mailto:samyc10@me.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sammy Sarabia
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 4:29:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sammy Sarabia
3409 Winterhaven Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88007-8031
taco-12@live.com
575-496-9450

mailto:taco-12@live.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sandra Mondragon
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 6:09:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sandra Mondragon
95 Grullas En El Bosque
Bernalillo, NM 87004-6062
Ssabry777@gmail.com
505-615-8825

mailto:Ssabry777@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sheila Johnson
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 2:28:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sheila Johnson
p o box 298, organ, Nm 88052
Organ, NM 88052-0298
MAINWORK@aol.com
505-382-5103

mailto:MAINWORK@aol.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Scott Lewis
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 9:18:21 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Scott Lewis
1030 Agua Fria St.
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2434
scott@c-interiors.net
505-920-4755

mailto:scott@c-interiors.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: William Goss
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:29:40 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

William Goss
10 vida del agua 
Edgewood, NM 87015-6517
Tgoss223@gmail.com
505-440-3100

mailto:Tgoss223@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sharla Baker
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 9:17:13 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sharla Baker
1205 Camino Sol
Farmington, NM 87401-8053
irish_rose_still@msn.com
505-360-5357

mailto:irish_rose_still@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sharla Mane
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 10:18:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sharla Mane
21A rd. 3400
Aztec, NM 87410
sharlajmane@gmail.com
505-334-0700

mailto:sharlajmane@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sharma Joyce
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 5:17:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup. 

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight. 

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose. 

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Sharma Joyce
1510 w Briscoe Ave 
Artesia, NM 88210-2218
sjoyce995@gmail.com
575-308-3432

mailto:sjoyce995@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: William Irving
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 8:13:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

William Irving
1001 Miehls Drive
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3079
DrA4@aol.com
732-580-5646

mailto:DrA4@aol.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Shelley Klingler
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 1:47:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As someone who works in the oil and gas sector, I urge you to consider the long-term
consequences of the proposed WELC rule. While I support efforts to remediate our lands and
protect our environment, the current proposal risks punishing responsible operators who are
already working hard to do the right thing. 

We need regulations that are smart and fair—not one-size-fits-all mandates that jeopardize
jobs and discourage investment. Let’s ensure that New Mexico remains a place where energy
development and environmental protection go hand in hand. 

Thank you for your leadership and for listening to those of us on the ground.

Sincerely,

Shelley Klingler
5605 Los Patios Dr, Midland TX
Midland, TX 79707-9725
scklingler@outlook.com
405-650-1289

mailto:scklingler@outlook.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Shelley McKissack
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 8:29:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Shelley McKissack
6190 Palo Alto Rd SW
Deming, NM 88030-1087
shelleymac68@gmail.com
575-299-1816

mailto:shelleymac68@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Shelley Stern
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 2:44:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Shelley Stern
1411 High Mesa Road
Alto, NM 88312-8000
shelley.stern@yahoo.com
575-228-0124

mailto:shelley.stern@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Shirley Gutierrez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 5:00:48 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Shirley Gutierrez
718 Ranchitos Rd
Taos, NM 87571-7054
gutierrez.sm@gmail.com
808-271-0703

mailto:gutierrez.sm@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Simon Abela
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 11:49:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Simon Abela
445 thorn hill road
Lovington, NM 88260-9567
s.abela@sapec-eco.com
641-821-9018

mailto:s.abela@sapec-eco.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Steve Fox
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Steve Fox
2801 Water Hazard DR SE
Deming, NM 88030-7357
ponchosimports@gmail.com
575-494-0348

mailto:ponchosimports@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Yolanda Valdez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:15:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Yolanda Valdez
231 Wyoming Blvd SE #13
Albuquerque, NM 87123-6302
yolievaldez1965.yv@gmail.com
505-541-4123

mailto:yolievaldez1965.yv@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Susan Crockett
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 8:25:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup. 

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight. 

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose. 

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Susan Crockett
605 RIVIERA CT
Carlsbad, NM 88220-9290
susancrockett03@gmail.com
575-361-4695

mailto:susancrockett03@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sylvia Sanchez
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 8:42:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sylvia Sanchez
sanchezronnie12@gmail.com
Santa Fe, NM 87507
sanchezsylvia1089@gmail.com
505-570-0032

mailto:sanchezsylvia1089@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Sylvia Wauneka
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:58:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Sylvia Wauneka
box 1694
Chinle, AZ 86503-1694
sscwauneka@gmail.com
928-675-0975

mailto:sscwauneka@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Staci Sanders
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 7:08:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Staci Sanders
11344 Lovington Hwy
Artesia, NM 88210-9634
stacis@mec.com
575-748-1288

mailto:stacis@mec.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tammy Barnes
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 2:05:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Tammy Barnes
3600 Rosewood Ave
Alamogordo, NM 88310-8292
tammylynn1017@hotmail.com
720-253-3696

mailto:tammylynn1017@hotmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: tanya blair
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 9:53:42 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

tanya blair
107 w 10th
Portales, NM 88130-6535
mommay330@gmail.com
575-218-0316

mailto:mommay330@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Teri Kelson
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 6:31:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Teri Kelson
130 Shain Rd
Alto, NM 88312-9540
tkelson@outlook.com
575-336-2542

mailto:tkelson@outlook.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Terra EnviroNow
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 7:32:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Terra EnviroNow
141 Biscuit Hill Road
Ruidoso Downs, NM 88346-9113
marty@terraenvironow.com
575-808-5538

mailto:marty@terraenvironow.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Terrell Willyard
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 9:14:29 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Terrell Willyard
445 thornhill rd
Lovington, NM 88260-9567
terrellwaynew@yahoo.com
361-219-2353

mailto:terrellwaynew@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tambra Hughes
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 1:07:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Tambra Hughes
1405 Cedar Lane, Artesia NM 88210
Artesia, NM 88210-9399
trh72465@yahoo.com
575-748-5845

mailto:trh72465@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Thomas Blackman
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 5:50:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup. 

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight. 

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose. 

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Thomas Blackman
P.O. Box 5232
Hobbs, NM 88241-5232
trsa@blackmans.org
575-390-4738

mailto:trsa@blackmans.org
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Thomas Duncan
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 5:04:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Thomas Duncan
601 Fern Street Farmington
Farmington, NM 87401-3614
tbradduncan@gmail.com
505-330-0471

mailto:tbradduncan@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Todd Schnuelle
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Monday, October 27, 2025 8:32:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Todd Schnuelle
7512 Pecos Trl NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120-2826
tschnuel1@comcast.net
505-901-2366

mailto:tschnuel1@comcast.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tom Brandt
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Monday, November 3, 2025 9:04:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Tom Brandt
PO Box 50880
Midland, TX 79710-0880
tbrandt@mar-win.com
432-553-9747

mailto:tbrandt@mar-win.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: tom larson
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 6:03:15 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

tom larson
502 n big spring st
Midland, TX 79701-4327
thomas@sportenvironmental.com
432-683-1100

mailto:thomas@sportenvironmental.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tonya Carrell
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2025 3:51:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to share feedback on the proposed bonding rule and the ongoing conversation
around orphaned well cleanup. 

The Reclamation Fund—paid for by industry—is the only dedicated state source for plugging
wells. It was created for this purpose, yet the State continues to redirect those funds to the
general budget. That’s not just a misuse of taxpayer dollars—it’s a failure of oversight. 

There is no shortage of funding. What’s missing is action. Operators who follow the rules
shouldn’t be penalized by blanket mandates that make it harder to do business in New Mexico.
Instead, we should demand that tax dollars be utilized for their intended purpose. 

We can protect our environment and support responsible development—but only if we focus
on practical solutions and responsible governance.

Sincerely,

Tonya Carrell
1108 N country club
Carlsbad, NM 88220-4613
Tcarrell@pomsassoc.com
575-302-6645

mailto:Tcarrell@pomsassoc.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tosha Hampton
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Friday, October 31, 2025 3:42:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m concerned that the proposed WELC rule may unintentionally increase the number of
orphaned wells in New Mexico. If the cost of operating or transferring wells becomes too
high, companies may walk away leaving behind wells that could have been responsibly
managed or plugged. We saw this happen with Colorado’s recent overreaching rules. 

We all want to protect our land and water, but blanket mandates that don’t account for the
realities of field operations could do more harm than good. Let’s work together to create rules
that encourage responsible stewardship, not abandonment. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Tosha Hampton
2005 BONNIE CIR
Farmington, NM 87401-5408
tosha@walsheng.net
505-258-2248

mailto:tosha@walsheng.net
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tracy Allen
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:57:38 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Tracy Allen
3 Road 5821
Farmington, NM 87401
tallen412@gmail.com
505-716-3404

mailto:tallen412@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Troy Rightmire
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2025 1:28:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Troy Rightmire
408 e. cedar ave
Bloomfield, NM 87413-6638
troyrightmire@gmail.com
505-215-0880

mailto:troyrightmire@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tyler Adams
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 2:54:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Tyler Adams
310 W Wall Street, Ste 816, Midland, TX
Midland, TX 79701-5124
tyler@redriverep.com
985-630-3047

mailto:tyler@redriverep.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Tyler Greenwood
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 7:14:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Tyler Greenwood
2420 W Ray Ave
Artesia, NM 88210-3017
tylergreenwood@mec.com
575-703-7917

mailto:tylergreenwood@mec.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Vanesa Rios
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:29:45 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Vanesa Rios
1928 Diamond Dr
Carlsbad, NM 88220-4889
vrios83@aol.com
575-914-1047

mailto:vrios83@aol.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Wendy Griffin
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2025 2:58:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Wendy Griffin
1215 Miehls Dr.
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3006
dwkcs@msn.com
575-447-8220

mailto:dwkcs@msn.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Wendy Kinsolving
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2025 6:03:37 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear OCD Hearings,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico.

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has.

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the state must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated

Wendy Kinsolving
107 WASHINGTON AVE
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2016
wkinsilving@gmail.com
505-490-2560

mailto:wkinsilving@gmail.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Wesley Mathews
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 10:05:38 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

As a New Mexican who cares deeply about our environment and economy, I urge you to
direct the Oil Conservation Division to utilize the Reclamation Fund and stop allowing
millions to sit idly in the state’s coffers. 

This fund was created to safeguard our land and water, not to be absorbed into the general
budget. There’s enough money to do the job, and it should be utilized to as expeditiously as
possible. 

We don’t need new mandates that hurt small businesses—we need accountability and
responsible stewardship of public resources. Let’s make sure the tools we already have are
being used effectively.

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this issue.

Sincerely,

Wesley Mathews
767 E MORGAN RD, HAGERMAN, NM 88232-9715
Hagerman, NM 88232-9715
wesmathews72@yahoo.com
575-420-1445

mailto:wesmathews72@yahoo.com
mailto:OCC.Hearings@emnrd.nm.gov


From: Shannon Patrick
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment on Case No. 24683 - Modernizing Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rules in New

Mexico
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 11:01:19 AM

You don't often get email from xannin2@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
Good morning!

As a resident of New Mexico, I would like to provide comments on the "Modernizing
Oil & Gas Bonding & Cleanup Rules in New Mexico". 

Companies should be required to cover cleanup costs in advance. Currently, many oil
and gas operators can abandon low-producing or unused wells without paying the full
price of cleanup. The proposed rules would make them provide realistic financial
bonds before drilling, guaranteeing money is available to seal wells and restore the
environment once production ends.

Taxpayers shouldn’t be left paying the bill. With over 70,000 wells in New Mexico
potentially becoming orphaned, weak bonding rules mean the public would have to
cover cleanup costs instead of the companies that profited.

Stronger bonding protects land, air, and water. Abandoned wells release methane
and other pollutants that harm health, contaminate groundwater, and worsen climate
change. Requiring full-cost bonds ensures proper cleanup and safeguards
communities.

The current system doesn’t work. Despite industry claims, state data show existing
bonds cover less than 1% of the real cleanup expenses — far from adequate.

This is a matter of fairness and accountability. Just as renters pay a deposit for an
apartment, oil companies should pay one before drilling. It’s a reasonable, widely
supported step toward responsible energy development.

Thank you for considering the well-being of New Mexicans ahead of corporate profits.
Shannon Patrick, M.Ed., MLS
Las Cruces, NM
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From: summersolstice1994@protonmail.com
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment Supporting Oil and Gas Bonding Reform in Case No. 24683
Date: Monday, November 3, 2025 5:49:19 AM

You don't often get email from summersolstice1994@protonmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.
Dear New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission,

I am writing in strong support of the proposed amendments to oil and gas bonding rules in Case
No. 24683, brought forward by the Western Environmental Law Center and frontline Diné and
San Juan Basin communities. These reforms are essential to hold the oil and gas industry
accountable for the abandoned well crisis they created.

The Scale of the Crisis is Staggering

New Mexico has over  60,000 oil and gas wells that will eventually need to be plugged . At least
1,700 wells have already been fully abandoned—though the actual number is likely much higher
due to incomplete industry reporting. Between 2019 and 2024, the New Mexico Oil Conservation
Division spent  $46.4 million to plug and reclaim just 360 wells and associated infrastructure . This
represents only a fraction of the massive cleanup work ahead.

Polluters Must Pay, Not Taxpayers

Industry created this crisis by drilling, abandoning, and leaving wells to pollute our communities.
Now taxpayers are footing the bill for cleanup costs that should be the industry's responsibility.
Current bonding requirements are inadequate to cover actual plugging costs, and many operators
simply walk away from their obligations, leaving the state to clean up their mess.

A Just Transition Opportunity

These proposed rule amendments offer more than accountability—they offer an opportunity to
advance workforce development and a just transition. Training programs to remediate abandoned
well sites can create good-paying jobs for New Mexico workers, particularly in frontline
communities most impacted by oil and gas pollution. We can clean up industry's mess while
building economic opportunity for our people.

Support Strengthened Regulation

I strongly support the proposed amendments that will:

Require adequate bonding to cover actual plugging and reclamation costs
Hold operators accountable for wells they abandon
Prevent poorly funded companies from acquiring wells—a common pathway to
abandonment
Create pathways for community-based cleanup and remediation workforce development

Our Generation Must Not Be Left Behind

If we don't act now, it's young people and future generations who will be left to foot the bill and
live with the consequences of abandoned wells contaminating our water, air, and land. We cannot
allow the oil and gas industry to externalize their cleanup costs onto New Mexico communities.

mailto:summersolstice1994@protonmail.com
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Strengthen these bonding regulations. Hold the industry accountable. Make polluters pay.

Respectfully,

Summer Mckenna

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.



From: Tom Bynum
To: Hearings, OCC, EMNRD
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Case No. 24683 - WELC Rulemaking Public Comment.
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 8:13:39 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to
clicking on links or opening attachments.

Dear Oil Conservation Commissioners,

I’m writing to express concern about the proposed bonding rule and the broader issue of well
cleanup in New Mexico. 

I encourage the State to better utilize the Reclamation Fund. The funds come from a tax paid
by the oil and gas industry specifically designed to support the plugging of orphaned wells. 

Millions are sitting idly, and I request that the red tape be cut and the dollars deployed. The
problem isn’t funding—it’s oversight and execution. 

Instead of imposing blanket mandates that could harm smaller operators and local economies,
we should be asking why the current system isn’t working and why the State isn’t using the
tools and funds it already has. 

New Mexicans deserve clean air, safe water, and a strong economy, and the State must do its
part to plug the wells with the funds the Legislature has designated.

Sincerely,

Tom Bynum
5614 North Lovington Highway
Hobbs, NM 88240-9143
tom@pimaoil.com
580-748-1613
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October 27, 2025 

 

SUBJECT:  Case # 24683 - Testimony on Rulemaking to Modernize NM Oil and Gas 
Bonding and Clean Up           

Good afternoon. My name is Lauren Bernally.  I am the Civic Engagement Manager for the 
Farmington Naeva Office.   I am here to voice my support to modernize New Mexico’s oil 
and gas bonding and clean up rules referenced as case number 24683.  I’ve lived my entire 
life in San Juan County, and I am concerned with the enormous number of abandoned 
mines and pipelines that crises cross the Navajo nation in New Mexico. The harmful 
emissions that continue to leak and weaken the ecological landscape of our traditional 
lands is alarming. Our families, livestock, pets and vegetation are all subject to the 
containments that are leaked in the air, water and land, continue to have devastating 
effects on our lifeway. Oil and gas companies and the subsidiaries that support the 
extraction of these harmful cases must be held accountable for the cleanup.  If they drill it, 
they must clean it up.  Bonding coverage must be increased to protect the harm these 
industries bring to our land. Governments must put in place good policies, laws and 
enforcement measures to prevent companies from violating the rights to clean and healthy 
environments. Oil and gas companies cannot have free reins to ruin the environment, 
disrupt the ecological system and continue to prey upon the most impoverished people of 
NM.  I ask that you protect all New Mexicans by enforcing stricter clean up rules and ensure 
bonding coverage covers the expenses associated with the capping all lines, irrespective of 
who manages, owns or acquires the oil or gas company.  Thank you.  
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