
APACHE CORPORATION 
NEDU INJECTION LINE 

REQUEST FOR BACKFILL AND CLOSURE OF SITE 

RELEASE DATE: 06/04/2020 and 9/17/2020
CASE NO. NRM201754777 and NRM2026942891

U/L C, SECTION 10, TOWNSHIP 21S, RANGE 37E LEA 
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

PREPARED BY: 

#7 Compress Road 
Artesia, NM 88210 



February 3, 2021 

State of New Mexico Energy Minerals and Natural Resources Department 
Oil Conservation Division 
C/O Mike Bratcher, Robert Hamlet, Cristina Eads 
1625 N. French Drive 
Hobbs, NM 88240 

Apache Corporation 
C/O Bruce Baker 
2350 W. Marland Blvd 
Hobbs, NM 88240 

RE: NEDU Injection Line – Request for Backfill and Closure 
Case No. NRM2017547777 and NRM2026942891

To Whom it May Concern: 

On behalf of Apache Corporation, ESS would like to request permission to backfill the site and 
propose closure of the release that occurred at the NEDU Injection Line on June 4, 2020 and 
again on September 17, 2020 at the NEDU High Pressure Injection Line. 

Apache Corporation submitted a Remediation Work-plan on September 4, 2020 to excavate to 
a depth of 5’bgs.  This would entail excavating and hauling 325 cubic yards of impacted soil to 
an approved OCD disposal facility.  Backfilling the excavation area with clean imported soil and 
contouring to the surrounding area.  Then finishing with seeding the site to surface landowner 
guidelines. This remediation plan was submitted but not yet approved.

Upon beginning the remediation as approved by the OCD, ESS determined that several buried 
lines were in the proposed excavation area.  At this time, a hydro-vac was dispatched to the 
site to spot any and all lines in the area of excavation.  Upon doing so seven lines were found at 
the center point of the release.  This includes a 2” and 6” fiberglass injection line, 4” steel 
production line, 6” emulsion poly line, 6” water transfer line belonging to Apache Corporation, 
a 4” gas line belonging to Energy Transfer and a 12” gas line belonging to Targa.  Please find the 
attached buried line map.   

The hydro-vac was then used to install a trench to spot where each line entered the impacted 
area and where it exited.  The line depths were determined and several variations were found, 
which can cause unwanted line strikes.  We then began to hydro-vac out the soil in the area of 
impact and we encountered unstable ground causing the walls to cave in on-top of the lines.  



This then made it unsafe to continue to hydro-vac safely for the remediation staff and for the 
integrity of the fiberglass and high-pressure gas lines. This release is also 35’ from the highway, 
which causes a danger of a potential release that could occur during excavation, this could 
cause a release to lines that go under the highway and will cause unsafe driving conditions if 
released over the highway. 

A total of 62 cubic yards of impacted soil was hauled to Sundance Disposal.  Please see the 
attached approved workplan dated September 4, 2020 and site photos from the attempted 
excavation procedure.  At this time on behalf of Apache Corporation, we would like to request a 
deferral on this active ROW due to Safety and Environmental Hazards that have been presented 
in this case which restricts site ample reclamation and remediation.  The site will be backfilled 
with clean imported topsoil and final remediation will be conducted when lines have been 
removed safely from this area.   

On behalf of Apache Corporation, ESS would like to request approval to backfill the NEDU 
Injection Line release and the NEDU High Pressure Injection Line.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact myself or Bruce Baker at larry.baker@apachecorp.com. 

Sincerely,  

Natalie Gladden 

Director of Environmental and Regulatory Services 
Energy Staffing Services, LLC. 
#7 Compress Rd 
Artesia, NM 88210 
Cell: 575-390-6397 
Email: natalie@energystaffingllc.com 

Attachments: 
C141 
Remediation Plan 
Buried Line Map 
Site Photos 

mailto:larry.baker@apachecorp.com
mailto:natalie@energystaffingllc.com


District I 
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240 
District II 
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210 
District III 
1000 Rio Brazos Road, Aztec, NM 87410 
District IV 
1220 S. St. Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505 

State of New Mexico 
Energy Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 

Oil Conservation Division 
1220 South St. Francis Dr. 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

 

Form C-141 
Revised August 24, 2018 

Submit to appropriate OCD District office 

Incident ID 
District RP 
Facility ID 
Application ID 

Release Notification 
Responsible Party 

Responsible Party OGRID 

Contact Name Contact Telephone 

Contact email Incident # (assigned by OCD) 

Contact mailing address  

Location of Release Source 
Latitude  Longitude 

(NAD 83 in decimal degrees to 5 decimal places) 

Site Name Site Type 

Date Release Discovered API# (if applicable) 

Unit Letter Section Township Range County 
     

Surface Owner:   State   Federal   Tribal   Private (Name:  ) 

Nature and Volume of Release  
Material(s) Released (Select all that apply and attach calculations or specific justification for the volumes provided below) 

 Crude Oil Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

 Produced Water Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

Is the concentration of dissolved chloride in the 
produced water >10,000 mg/l? 

 Yes  No 

 Condensate Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

 Natural Gas Volume Released (Mcf) Volume Recovered (Mcf) 

 Other (describe) Volume/Weight Released (provide units) Volume/Weight Recovered (provide units) 

Cause of Release 

 Apache Corporation  873
   Bruce Baker 432-631-6982
larry.baker@apachecorp.com

 303 Veterans Airpark Lane Midland TX 79705

32.49876 -103.15274

NEDU Injection Line Injection Line
 6/4/2020

       C    10       21S       37E Lea

Farm and Ranch Limited Partnership

 119 barrels  110 barrels

  A 45 connection on injection line developed a hole resulting in the loss of produced water.



Form C-141 State of New Mexico 
Page 2 Oil Conservation Division 

Incident ID 
District RP 
Facility ID 
Application ID 

Was this a major 
release as defined by 
19.15.29.7(A) NMAC? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, for what reason(s) does the responsible party consider this a major release? 

If YES, was immediate notice given to the OCD?  By whom?  To whom?  When and by what means (phone, email, etc)? 
 

Initial Response 
The responsible party must undertake the following actions immediately unless they could create a safety hazard that would result in injury 

  The source of the release has been stopped. 

  The impacted area has been secured to protect human health and the environment. 

  Released materials have been contained via the use of berms or dikes, absorbent pads, or other containment devices. 

  All free liquids and recoverable materials have been removed and managed appropriately. 

If all the actions described above have not been undertaken, explain why: 

Per 19.15.29.8 B. (4) NMAC the responsible party may commence remediation immediately after discovery of a release.  If remediation 
has begun, please attach a narrative of actions to date.  If remedial efforts have been successfully completed or if the release occurred 
within a lined containment area (see 19.15.29.11(A)(5)(a) NMAC), please attach all information needed for closure evaluation. 

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to OCD rules and 
regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which may endanger 
public health or the environment.  The acceptance of a C-141 report by the OCD does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations have 
failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health or the environment.  In 
addition, OCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws 
and/or regulations. 

Printed Name: ___________________________________________     Title: ______________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________      Date: _____________ 

email: ________________________________________ Telephone: ______________________________

OCD Only 

Received by: ___________________________________________     Date: _______________ 

Release volume greater than 25 barrels

Bruce Baker notified Jim Griswold via email on 6/5/2020

Bruce Baker Environmental Tech SR.

Bruce Baker 6/22/2020

larry.baker@apachecorp.com 432-631-6982



Volume Calculation 

151 cubic feet of soil contamination X 7.48 gallons per cubic foot = 1,131 gallons/42 gallons to a barrel= 
26 barrels X .33 soil porosity= 8.8 barrels fluid in soil + 110 barrels recovered = 119 barrels total loss.   



District I 
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240 
District II 
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210 
District III 
1000 Rio Brazos Road, Aztec, NM 87410 
District IV 
1220 S. St. Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505 

State of New Mexico 
Energy Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 

Oil Conservation Division 
1220 South St. Francis Dr. 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

 

Form C-141 
Revised August 24, 2018 

Submit to appropriate OCD District office 

Incident ID 
District RP 
Facility ID 
Application ID 

Release Notification 
Responsible Party 

Responsible Party OGRID 

Contact Name Contact Telephone 

Contact email Incident # (assigned by OCD) 

Contact mailing address  

Location of Release Source 
Latitude Longitude 

(NAD 83 in decimal degrees to 5 decimal places) 

Site Name Site Type 

Date Release Discovered API# (if applicable) 

Unit Letter Section Township Range County 
  

Surface Owner:   State   Federal   Tribal   Private (Name:  ) 

Nature and Volume of Release  
Material(s) Released (Select all that apply and attach calculations or specific justification for the volumes provided below) 

 Crude Oil Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

 Produced Water Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

Is the concentration of dissolved chloride in the 
produced water >10,000 mg/l? 

 Yes  No 

 Condensate Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

 Natural Gas Volume Released (Mcf) Volume Recovered (Mcf) 

 Other (describe) Volume/Weight Released (provide units) Volume/Weight Recovered (provide units) 

Cause of Release 

 Apache Corporation   873
Larry Baker 432-631-6982

larry.baker@apachecorp.com
  303 Veterans Airpark Lane Midland, TX 79705

 NEDU High Pressure Injection Line  Injection Line
 9/17/2020

Farm and Ranch Limited Partnership

  45 barrels  40 barrels

 A 2 inch steel transition on injection line corroded.

           32.498780 -103.152781

      C     10       21S        37E Lea

NRM2026942891



Form C-141 State of New Mexico 
Page 2 Oil Conservation Division 

Incident ID 
District RP 
Facility ID 
Application ID 

Was this a major 
release as defined by 
19.15.29.7(A) NMAC? 

 Yes  No 

If YES, for what reason(s) does the responsible party consider this a major release? 

If YES, was immediate notice given to the OCD?  By whom?  To whom?  When and by what means (phone, email, etc)? 
 

Initial Response 
The responsible party must undertake the following actions immediately unless they could create a safety hazard that would result in injury 

  The source of the release has been stopped. 

  The impacted area has been secured to protect human health and the environment. 

  Released materials have been contained via the use of berms or dikes, absorbent pads, or other containment devices. 

  All free liquids and recoverable materials have been removed and managed appropriately. 

If all the actions described above have not been undertaken, explain why: 

Per 19.15.29.8 B. (4) NMAC the responsible party may commence remediation immediately after discovery of a release.  If remediation 
has begun, please attach a narrative of actions to date.  If remedial efforts have been successfully completed or if the release occurred 
within a lined containment area (see 19.15.29.11(A)(5)(a) NMAC), please attach all information needed for closure evaluation. 

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to OCD rules and 
regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which may endanger 
public health or the environment.  The acceptance of a C-141 report by the OCD does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations have 
failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health or the environment.  In 
addition, OCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws 
and/or regulations. 

Printed Name: ___________________________________________     Title: ______________________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________      Date: _____________ 

email: ________________________________________                       Telephone: ______________________________ 

OCD Only 

Received by: ___________________________________________     Date: _______________ 

Release was greater than 25 barrels

Larry Baker Environmental Tech SR.

9/22/2020

larry.baker@apachecorp.com 432-631-6982

Larry Baker notified Jim Griswold via email on 9/18/2020 .

NRM2026942891

Ramona Marcus 9/25/2020



Volume Calculation 

85 cubic feet of soil contamination X 7.48 gallons per cubic foot = 642 gallons/42 gallons to a barrel= 15 
barrels X .33 soil porosity= 4.95 barrels fluid in soil + 40 barrels recovered = 45 barrels total loss.   

NRM2026942891











































































EXC AREA 35' 
FROM HWY

TARGA LINE 
FROM 1' TO 4.5BGS

NEDU INJ LINE 
FROM 4'BGS TO 
6'BGS

APA PRO LINE 
2' TO 2.5'BGS

ET GAS LINE 
2' TO 4.5'BGS

APA WTR 
LINE2'BGS

APA 2" INJ LINE
5.5'BGS

APA EM 6" 
EM LINE  4' 
TO 5.5'BGS

APA INJ 6" LINE
4'TO 5.5'BGS

SITE ALSO HAS FOUR 
SURFACE LINES



NEDU INJECTION LINE SITE PHOTOS 
 

  
 
 

  



  
 

  
 



  
 
 

  
 



  
 

 



Form C-141 State of New Mexico 
Page 6 Oil Conservation Division 
  
 
 

Incident ID  
District RP  
Facility ID  
Application ID  

Closure 
 
The responsible party must attach information demonstrating they have complied with all applicable closure requirements and any conditions 
or directives of the OCD.  This demonstration should be in the form of a comprehensive report (electronic submittals in .pdf format are preferred) 
including a scaled site map, sampling diagrams, relevant field notes, photographs of any excavation prior to backfilling, laboratory data including 
chain of custody documents of final sampling, and a narrative of the remedial activities.  Refer to 19.15.29.12 NMAC. 
 

Closure Report Attachment Checklist:  Each of the following items must be included in the closure report. 
 

  A scaled site and sampling diagram as described in 19.15.29.11 NMAC 
 

  Photographs of the remediated site prior to backfill or photos of the liner integrity if applicable (Note: appropriate OCD District office 
must be notified 2 days prior to liner inspection) 
 

  Laboratory analyses of final sampling (Note: appropriate ODC District office must be notified 2 days prior to final sampling) 
 

  Description of remediation activities 

 
 
I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to OCD rules 
and regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which 
may endanger public health or the environment.  The acceptance of a C-141 report by the OCD does not relieve the operator of liability 
should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, 
human health or the environment.  In addition, OCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for 
compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations.  The responsible party acknowledges they must substantially 
restore, reclaim, and re-vegetate the impacted surface area to the conditions that existed prior to the release or their final land use in 
accordance with 19.15.29.13 NMAC including notification to the OCD when reclamation and re-vegetation are complete. 
 
Printed Name: ___________________________________________  Title: ______________________________________________ 

Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: _______________________ 

email: _______________________________________                     Telephone: ________________________________ 

 
 

OCD Only 
 
Received by: ___________________________________________              Date: _________________ 
 

Closure approval by the OCD does not relieve the responsible party of liability should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and 
remediate contamination that poses a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health, or the environment nor does not relieve the responsible 
party of compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations. 
 

Closure Approved by: ___________________________________________   Date: _________________ 
 
Printed Name: ___________________________________________                Title: ___________________________________________ 
__ 
 

Larry Baker Environmental Tech SR.

larry.baker@apachecorp.com 432-631-6982

2/9/2021

Chad Hensley

Chad Hensley

07/23/2021

07/23/2021

Environmental Specialist Advanced



District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 3936161 Fax:(575) 3930720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 7481283 Fax:(575) 7489720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 3346178 Fax:(505) 3346170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 4763470 Fax:(505) 4763462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  17510

CONDITIONS
Operator:

APACHE CORPORATION
303 Veterans Airpark Ln
Midland, TX 79705

OGRID:

873
Action Number:

17510
Action Type:

[C141] Release Corrective Action (C141)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition Date

chensley None 7/23/2021


