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I. Purpose

The purpose of this work plan is to propose a plan for the cleanup of the pipeline leak, 
which occurred, located at approximately SE/4 NW/4, Section 5, T21S, R36E in Lea 
County, New Mexico. The elevation is approximately 3579 feet above sea level. The leak 
site is situated on a relatively level site. (Vicinity Map) El Paso Natural Gas/GPM owns 
the land.

II. Background

A pipeline leak occurred resulting in the discharge of a small amount of oil onto the 
ground. After the recovery of the crude oil, the most highly contaminated soils were 
excavated. No evidence of prior leaks was observed on the surface.

HL Contaminant and Size of Leak

The leak in the pipeline resulted in crude oil being discharged up to six feet underground 
and spreading over a surface area approximately 75 feet in length and 4 feet wide in the 
stream pooling into an area 70 feet by 20 feet. (Site Plan) Chevron USA has received 
notification from the Oil Conservation Division that the crude oil in this pipeline does not 
have to be subjected to the Toxic Leaching Characteristic Procedure (TCLP) for toxicity. 
No evidence of other contaminants was observed.

IV. Vertical and Horizontal Extent of Contamination

The vertical and horizontal extent of the contamination was determined by excavation 
prior to cleanup using backhoe. During remediation, all samples will be collected with 
strict adherence to the SOPs found in Environmental Protection Agency, 1984, 

Characterization of Hazardous Waste Site - A Methods Manual: Vol n. These 
samples will be representative of the contamination levels and will be analyzed for the 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon, Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene and Xylene content. The 
results will be compared to the contaminate levels specified in “Guidelines for 
Remediation of Leaks, Spills and Releases” New Mexico Oil Conservation Division - 
August 13, 1993.

V. Surface Water and Waterways

The distance to the nearest surface water or waterway is in excess of 1 mile.
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VL Groundwater

The nearest water wells on record with the New Mexico State Engineer and the United 
States Geological Survey in Albuquerque are in excess of 1 mile away. The water level at 
the nearest well is at 119.36’ static water level.

VII. Soil Information

The soils of the area are of the Berino-Cacique loamy fine sands association. These soils 
are well-drained hummocky soils and gently sloping, sandy soils that are deep to 
moderately deep with indurated caliche.

VIII. Action Plan

Site Characterization

Distance to Surface Water/Waterways 0 points
Distance to Well Head or Water Source 0 points
Depth to Ground Water 0 points *

*Assuming the vertical extent is no greater that 19.36 feet.

Applying the ranking criteria specified in “Guidelines for Remediation of Leaks, Spills 
and Releases” New Mexico Oil Conservation Division - August 13, 1993 to this site 
results in a cleanup level of 5000 ppm TPH.

Closure

The leak site will be excavated both horizontally and vertically for the removal of 
contaminated soils. Field-testing will be conducted to ensure the removal of said soils to 
below the NMOCD requirements for TPH levels. The bottom and side of the hole will be 
sampled at the final excavation depths. The samples will be tested for BTEX, TPH and 
Chlorides with a third laboratory for confirmation of the contamination levels present. 
Upon receipt of these test results, the appropriate reports will be filed with the NMOCD in 
the closure report.

Once the results of the test samples from the final excavation are received and 
confirmation of the excavated area soils’ results is obtained, the spoils pile will then be 
blended with the affected soils onsite as well as clean soils. The blended soils will be field 
tested to ascertain that the appropriate TPH, BTEX and Chloride levels are attained. The 
final field sample will also be sent to a third party laboratory for confirmation of the field 
test results.
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The blended soils will be backfilled into the excavation and the surface returned to its 
natural contour.

IX. Maps and Figures

Vicinity Map 
Site Plan 
Photographs
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Chevron #214 Leak Site - Excavated Leak Area

Chevron #214 Leak Site - Facing Northwest



Chevron #214 Leak Site - Facing South

Chevron #214 Leak Site - Facing Southwest
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Chevron #214 Leak Site - Facing Southwest

Chevron #214 Leak Site - Spill Area


